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PREFATORY NOTE. 


This is one of tbe most important volumes of this Series of Historical 
Papers and Documents illustrative of the Educational System of Upper 
Canada and Ontario, if the number of Papers and Documents included in it 
might be taken as an example, as it contains three hundred and forty of these 
Papers and Documents. 
It contains also a number of Drafts of School Bills for the improvement of 
the Public and Grammar Schools of Ontario,-some of which were passed 
by the Legislature, and some of which were withdrawn, as it was not con- 
sidered expedient to pass Government measures, relating to Education, by a 
bare majority,-the object being to get as unanimous an expression of opinion 
as possible. on such measures by the Legislature. I had, as a precaution, sub- 
mitted each of the measures presented to the Legislature to a free discussion 
and vote at the various County Conventions that I had held, so as to be sure 
that it was acceptable to the majority of those who attended these conventions. 
In this Volume will be found a final settlement of the troublesome Separate 
School question, as it was finally incorporated in the Confederation Act of 
1865, after a good deal of discussion. 
:Military Dril1 was established in the High and Public Schools as p:.ut of 
their procedure and equipment. 
The Educational Depository Question occupied a good deal of attention 
and was finally settled by its entire management being subjected to a mo
t 
searching inquiry by :n1:r. James Brown, a skiHul accountant, being appointed 
to investigate its affairs :mò management. 


The accmmt of Lord and Lady Dufferin's farewell visit to the several 
Educational Institutions will be read with a good deal of interest, fiS al
o win 
that of the extended visit to the various educating Countries of Europe of the 
Chief Superintendent of Education in 1866. 
A good deal was done with a view to the Suppression of Truancy and 
Juvenile Crime; and Industrial Schools were established in the CitieR and 
Towns of the Province with that view. 
Full details are given of our very successful exhibit of Canadian S('hool 

Iaterial and operations at the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia in 1876. 
m 
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PREFATORY NOTE. 


The details are given of the threatened crisis in the Edu{'ation Department, 
by which, owing to the arbitrary proceedings of the Provincial Treasurer in 
1869, Doctor Ryerson was determined to resign his office. This crisis was 
prevented, through the unceasing efforts of his Assistant to prevent it, 'by the 
Doctor finally withdrawing his letters which were objected to by the Govern- 
ment. 


The extent and variety of papers and documents with which this volume 
is fined win be found to be both interesting and useful in the future. 


TORONTO, 22nd November, 1911. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS.. 
Historiographer. 
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Historical and Other Papers and Documents 


ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF 
ONT ARlO. 


THE :\IODEL GRA:\I:\IAR SCHOOL FOR UPPER CAXADA. 


CIRCULAR TO HEADS OF l\IU
ICII>AL COUNCILS IX CITIES AND COUNTIES IN 
UPPER CA
ADA. 


As the Model Grammar School for Upper Canada is a Provincial, and not a local, 
Institution, the Council of Public Instruction have resolved to apportion the Pupils to be 
admitted to each County and City in Upper Canada. 
If the County Council should think proper to select by examination three of the 
most meritorious Pupils within its jurisdiction, and assist them by Scholarships, or Bur- 
saries, to attend the Model Grammar School. the preference will be given to them over 
all other applications from the same County. 
TORONTO, 8th June, 1858. EGERTO
 RYERSON. 


OBJECT OF THE 
IODEJ
 GRAMl\fAR SCHOOL FOR UPPER CANADA. 


The object of the :Model Grammar School is to exemplify the best methods of 
teaching the branches required by law to be taught in the Grammar Schools,-espe- 
cially the elementary Classics and Mathematics,-as a :Model for the Grammar 
Schools of the Country, and, as is the Provincial 'Model Schools. a pattern for the 
Common Schools. It is also intended that the Model Grammar School shall, as 
far as possible, secure the advantages of a Normal Classical School to Candidates 
for Masterships and Teacherships in the Grammar Schools; but effect cannot be 
given to this object of the )fodel Grammar School during the first few months of 
its operation. The utmost care has been taken to select duly qualified and able 
Uasters. The Pupils will board in private Houses sanctioned by the Council, at 
prices agreed upon by the Parents of the pupils and the Keepers of the Houses. A 
Pupil win be allowed to board in any private Family at the request of his Parents. 
The Subjects of Instruction shall be the same as those appointed for the County 
Grammar Schools. 
No pupils will be admitted to the 
Iodel Grammar School who do not propose 
taking up the entire prescribed Course of Instruction. 
That the 
cholastic Terms s'hall be the same as those appointed for the County 
Grammar Schools. The Fee for admission shall be Ten Dollars per Term, payable 
in advance. 
The regular Curriculum of five years embraces an extended course of instruc- 
tion in Latin, Greek, Mathematics, French, German, English Grammar, Literature 
and Composition, History and Geography, both Ancient and Modern. Logic, Rhetoric 
and Mental Science, Natural History and Physicæl Science, Evidences of Revealed 
Religion, the ul::ual Commercial Branches, Drawing, :\Iusic, Gymnastic and Drill 
Exercisf'f;: the mOTe advanced Students wiJl aIm attend Lectures in the various 
departments of Literature, Science and Art. 
IV.-2 




 


DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


SPECIAL REPORT ON THE SUPPLY rro THE SCHOOLS OF MAPS, 
APPARATUS AND LIBRARY BOOKS. 


In his Letter to the Provincial Secretary, transmitting this Special Report, to 
be laid before the Legislature, the Chief Superintendent of Education, said: " From 
the following Report, it will be seen what I have done in regard to providing Public 
Schools and Municipalities with Maps, Apparatus and Libraries has been done, 
after the most careful inquiry and consideration, and in accordance with the best 
example and hig:lest authority both in England and in the neighboring States." 
PART II. OF THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT'S SPECIAL REPORT OF 1858. 


M.EASURES ADOPTED TO INTRODUCE INTO THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF UPPER CANADA UNIFORl\IlTY 
OF TEXT-BoOKS, AND TO SUPPLY THE SCHOOLS WITH THE SAME, ALSO WITH MAPS. 
ApPARATUS AND LIBRARIES. 


On account of the public statements and appeals which have been made on the sub- 
ject of supplying the Public Schools with Text-Books, Globes, Maps and Apparatus, and 
the School Sections and MunicipalitJes with Libraries, I think it proper to lay before 
the Members of the Government and Legislature a statement of the measures which 
have been adopted to accomplish these objects; and first in reference to introducing 
proper Text.,Books, Maps, etc., into the Schools. 
Next to providing a .school with a good Teacher, it is necessary to provide the 
Teacher and pupils with the proper tools in the shape of Books, Maps and Apparatus 
for their work. Therefore, in my " Report on a System of Public Elementary Instruction 
for Upper Canada," submitted to Government and Parliament in 1846, I discussed and 
recommended the introduction of a uniform series of Text-Books into the Schools, in 
immediate connection with the establishment of a Normal School for the training of 
Teachers. I commenced by observing: 
"The variety of Text-Books in the Schools, and the objectionable character of many 
of them, is a subject of serious and general complaint. All classification of pupils is 
thereby prevented, the exertions of the best Teachers are in a great measure paralyzed, 
the time of the scholars is almost wasted, and improper !'ì,entiments are often inculcated. 
This is a subject of loud complaint in the neighbouring States." 
I then quoted authorities to show the nature and extent of this evil in the United 
States, and remedies suggested, as also the meaSUrES which had been adopted in Prussia, 
France, Great Britain and Ireland, in order to provide for the introduction and use of a 
uniform system of Text-Books in the Public Schools, and concluded with the following 
remarks: 
"The responsible, delicate and difficult task of selecting and recommending Books 
for Schools can, I think, be more judiciously and satisfactorily performed by a Provincial 
Board or Council than by any individual Superintendent. A mere recommendatory 
authority in such a body would, I am inclined to believe, be quite sufficient to secure the 
introduction and use of proper Books in the Schools." 
A few weeks after presenting that Report I was directed by the Government to 
prepare a Draft of a Bill to give effect to the principles and recommendations embodied 
in it. The School Act of 1846 was the result, shortly followed by the issuing of a Com- 
mission appointing a Board, (since called Council), of Public Instruction, which took 
immediate steps to establish a Normal School, and recommend a series of Text-Books 
for the Schools. Shortly after its organization the Board addressed a Circular to the 
Municipal Councils of Districts, (now Counties), and Cities, soliciting their co-operation, 
by each Council aiding two young merr to attend the Normal School, and by promoting 
the other objects of the School A('t. 
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The Circular from which the above is extracted is dated II Toronto. August 4th. 
1846," and signed by all the Members of the Board, as follows: II tMichael. Bishop of 
Toronto. Chairman; Egerton Ryerson, H. J. Grasett. S. B. Harrison, Joseph C. Morrison, 
Hugh Scobie, J. S. Howard." 
The subsequent steps taken to introduce and provide proper Text...Books for the use 
of the Schools may be best stated in the words of the Special Report which I presented 
June 24th, 1847, for the information of His Excellency the Governor.-General and of the 
Legislature, on the measures which had bpen adopted to establish the Normal School, and 
to carry into effect generally the Act of 1850. 
In 1847 I presented to each County and City Council in Upper Canada a set of the 
Irish National School Books, which soon began, as they have since continued, to super- 
sede all other Text-Books in the 'Schools. When in England in 1850, on the subject of 
Libraries, (to which I will refer hereafter), I found that Her Majesty's Government 
had adopted a system of supplying Schools in England and Scotland with Books, :\laps 
and Apparatus, such as were unknown in Canada, and such as, if adopted here, might 
be made eminently advantageous to us.. I had interviews on the subject with the 
Marquis of Lansdowne, who was then Chairman of the Committee of the Privy Council 
on Education, and with Earl Grey, who was then principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. Their Lordships entered cordially into my views. I at length, (on the í;rd 
of December, 1850), through Earl Grey, submitted the subject to the consideration ot 
the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education. 
Earl Grey recommended the proposals of my Letter to the favourable consideration 
of the Committee of Council on Education, and soon afterwards enclosed to me a copy 
of their satisfactory reply. 
The Publishers in England and Scotland all consented to the arrangements pro- 
posed, and I found them much more anxious to execute my orders directly. even for 
School Books, Maps and Apparatus, than through the Committee of Council, and their 
Agents. I then agreed with each English and Scotch publisher of the Books, Maps and 
Apparatus. sanctioned by the Committee of Council on Educa,tion, to supply the Educa- 
tion Department in Canada with his publications upon the same terms that he did the 
Education Department in England, and that directly, and as often as we might requIre 
them. 
Then, to bring these publications and the facilities for procuring them under the 
notice of the Municipal and School authorities in each County in Upper Canada, a parcel 
was sent to each County Clerk, with an explanatory Circular. 
The hope expressed in the Circular as to the Canadian manufacture of School Furni- 
ture was soon realized, as the School Houses in Hamilton, Toronto and many other 
places in almost every County of Upper Canada bear witness. 
To the foregoing facts 1 will add the following extract from the Report of 1856 by 
the Commissioner of Public Schools in the State of Rhode Island, containing, as it does, 
statements of peculiar interest, and a testimony to our Canadian Library System of the 
deepest significance: 
.. ::VTassachusetts, many years ago, gave to each of her three thousand School Sections 
a School Library worth Thirty dollars. New York distributed more than a Million of 
dollars, ($1,000,000), for Libraries among her inhabitants. Ohio pays a tax: of one mill 
on a dollar, raising thereby some Fifty thousand dollars, ($50,000), annuaIIy, to give 
her children some good Books to read. Indiana has expended Two hundred thousand 
dollars, ($200,000), for the same great object; and Canada West annually gives to each 
of its School Sections a sum equal to that which it will raise by tax on itself, for the 
great purpose of continuing the Library education of the children which the Common 
Schools begins." 


*The Commissioners of National Education In Ireland also opened a Depository in Dub- 
lin in 1857, "for the sale of School Apparatus to the National Schools" 
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The ::3tate Commissioner then goes on to eulogize the Canadian System of Libraries 
as follows:- 


.. The plan of vroviding such School Section Libraries, adopted by the Parliament 
of Canada West, is undoubtedly the wisest that has yet been acted upon. It is, in short, 
this :-The Parliament, by vote, appropriated a specific sum to purchase a suitable 
number of Books, Charts and articles of Apparatus for Schools and School Libraries. 
This sum was expended under the direction of the Chief Superintendent of Public Educa- 
tion, and a large Depository of excellent and select Books for the reading ctf youth and 
older persons was made at the Office of Education. Whenever any School Section, or 
Municipality, wishes to form a Library, it may send to the Office of the Chief Super- 
intendent a sum not less than Five dollars, and the Superintendent adds one hundred 
per cent. to the sum, and returns, at cost price, such Books to the Section as may, by a 
Committee or otherwise, have been selected from the printed Catalogue of the Depository. 
Thus the Books that go into Libraries are Books that have been well examined, and 
contain nothing that is frivolous, or that could poison the morals of those who read 
them-the Libraries purchase them at the wholesale price, and, of course, can obtain a 
much larger amount of reading matter for their money than as though they had each 
made the purchase direct from the Booksellers for themselves, and at the same time they 
are stimulated to do something for themselves, as well as to ask that something may 
be done for them. It is beIieved that some such plan might be carried into effect in our 
own State, greatly to the profit of the whole community." 
TORO
TO, Kovember, 1858. EGERTON RYERSU
. 


SUPPLY OF .LIBRARY BOOKS TO OTHEH THAN OUR O\VN SCHOOLS. 


CHIEF SUPEIUNTE:KDE:KT OF 8CHOOLS, XEW BRUNSWICK, TO THE DEPUTY SUPER- 
INTENDENT OF EDUCATION, UPPER CANADA, ON SUPPLYING LIBRAHY BOOKS 
TO .NEW BRUKSWICK. 


I took your Official Catalogue of Books for School Libraries and selected seven or 
eight hundreod which are best adapted to our Schools in l\;'ew Brunswick, and had such 
a Catalogue of them published. I begin to find that many of these Books cannot be 
procured by an} of our Booksellers. It has, therefore, been suggested to me that I had 
better write to your Department, for the purpose of ascertaining whether you can supply 
us. There is now a Steamer regularly plying between Quebec and our Northern Ports, 
and Libraries for the latter could be obtained from your Department with but little 
expense. 
I do not suppose that any Order which I shall send will be very large, only my desire 
is to offer every possible facility to Committees in this Province to establish Libraries. 
If you think that YOil will fill any of these Orders for me, at the price set forth in your 
Catalogue, please advise me. I -can arrange with a Gentleman in Quebec to forward the 
Books from that City. 
FREDERICKTON, March 31st, 1859. HENRY FISHER. 


R]
p].y TO THE FOREGOING LETTER BY TIlE CHIEF SUPEHIXTENDENT. 


I have the honour to state, in reply to your Letter of the 31st ultimo, that I shaH 
he happy to supply you with any Books, Maps, or School Apparatus which we have 
at the Official Catalogue prices, and forward them to you in such a way as you may 
desire. I shall always feel it a duty and a pleasure to do all in my power to promote 
the interests of education and knowledge in New Brunswick as well as in Upper Canada 
-the former the Birthplace of my sainted Mother, the latter the land of my own nativity. 
TORONTO, April 13th, 1859. EGERTON RYERSON. 
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SONS OF TE:
IPElL\.XéE WISH '1'0 BE SUPPLIED WITH LIBHARY BOOKS. 


Please have the kindness to inform me if Books can be obtained for a Library in a 
Division of Sons of Temperance on the same conditions that they are supplied to 
Mechanics' Institutes and Schools. And, if so, can we be allowed to select them? 


Bow MANVILLE, June 25th, 1859. 


SAMUEL BURDEN. 


REPLY TO THE FOREGOING BY THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 
REGRETS THAT LIBRARY BOOKS CANNOT BE SFPPLIED TO THB SO
R OF TEl\I- 
PERAKCE. 


I have the honour to state, in reply to your Letter of the 2'5th ultimo, that I regret 
my inability to supply a Division of the Sons of Temperance with Books for a Library 
upon the same Terms as I have supplied Mechanics' Institutes. The ground of distri- 
bution is that I supply Books to all Institutions recognized by the Legislature as Public, 
by making grants to them, although I apportion One hundred per cent. upon the amount 
of purchases to the Public and Separate Schools and Municipalities alone. 
Did I consult my own feelings, I would gladly furnish the Division of the Sons of 
Temperance with such Books as they migrht desire from the Official Catalogue (many 
Books of which have been selected with the view of promoting Temperance); but, 
should I do so, opposition would at once be raised that I was" interfering with private 
trade." Under present circumstances, and without permission from the Government, I 
should not feel myself authorized to gratify my own feelings by complying with your 
request. 


TORONTO, July 26th, 1859. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


LIBRARIES FOR THE INSANE. 


If the Insane, generally, were disposed to read, and their impaired faculties were 
adequate to the task, the establishment of ASY'lums for their safe keeping and treat- 
ment would be less imperatively called for. 
A certain proportion of the improved Incurables, and many of the advanced Con- 
valescents, are benefited by the perusal of suitable Books; but the most jUdicious dis- 
crimination is required in selecting for them those Books which are likely to interest 
and improve them. 
A considerable proportion of the Books obtained from your Department have been 
well ådapted to the purpose in view, and will serve as a valuable commencement on 
whic'h to base future augmentations. 


TORONTO, March 31st, 1859. 


JOSEPH WORKMAN, M.D. 
Medical Superintendent, Provincial Lunatic Asylum. 


ORIGIN OF A LIBRARY SYSTE.:\I n, TIlE STATE OF 'VISCONRIN. 
1. I have sent to your address a copy of my School Report for 1858. . . . You 
wlll see that I have devoted a considerable space to the subject of School Libraries. 
2. My Report was not presented to the House until three weeks before its adjourn- 
ment, and yet, with faithful personal labour, I got througih it a Township Library Law, 
permanently appropriating not less than Thirty-five thousand dollars, ($35,000). 
annually, and gradually increasing it to not less than One million of dollars, ($1,000,000), 
every Twenty
five years. 
3. A Publlsher in Philadelphia offers to republish in Book form that part of my 
Report on School Libraries. Mr. George .B. Emerson, of Massaohusetts, and others have 
advised it. Should you think it calculated to be useful, I should feel truly thankful for 
a few lines from you to that effect, for insertion in a revised edition of it. . . . 
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4. If you, or Mr. Hodgins, could furnish me with recent statistics in reference to 
your School Libraries, I should be sincerely thankful for them. 
5. I wish, in my revised Book, to give a full notice of your Library System and 
Statistics. . . . 
6. M)' kind remembrance to Mr. Hodgins, and with high regard and estef.:m, 
MADISON, 30th of March, 1859. LYMAN C. DRAPER. 


NEW SCHOOL HOUSE IN DOCrrOR RYERSON'S NATIVE COUNTY. 


On Doctor Ryerson's visit to his native County of Norfolk, at the time of 
the erection of aNew School House in the County Town, the Board of School 
rrrustees presented him with the following Address:- 


'Ve avail ourselves of the opportunity afforded us by your visit to your native 
County of presenting you with this Address, as a mark of our esteem and regard for 
you personally, and of our high appreciation of those unceasing exertions which have 
secured to the inhabitants of this Province their present School System-a System which 
enables the poorest and most humble classes of the community to obtain for their 
Children a superior education, a boon which we regard as the greatest and most desir- 
able which could be conferred upon a free and enlightened people; a System which not 
only confers everlasting honour upon the Country which adopts it, but which will also 
raise" this Canada of ours" to a proud position among the Nations of the earth, and 
which will surround with an imperishable fame the names of all those who assisted in 
its formation and establishment. ' 
We rejoice, Reverend Sir, that your present visit to our Town gives you an oppor- 
tunity of uniting with us in celebrating the completion and formal opening of this 
handsome Building, which the Rate-payers of Simcoe, with a praiseworthy liberality, 
have erected for school purposes-an Edifice which is a monument the more honourable 
to our School System, and to you, Reverend Sir, as one of its ,principal founders, which 
speaks a language more eloquent than thousands of such addresses in its behalf; for, 
by exercising the powers conferred upon us as School Trustees by the School Act, we 
have been enabled to erect this Edifice, and to proclaim, at its opening, that the educa- 
tion to be obtained within its walls is free in every department to all our inhabitants, 
be they rich or poor. 
Your visit to this, your native County, will doubtless excite in your mind feelings 
both of joy and sadness. Of sadness, when memory pictures the many loved and familiar 
friends who have now passed away; of joy, when you interchange the warm g:r:asp of love 
and friendship with the many who yet remain to you. And while we congratulate you 
upon your appearance among your old friends and acquaintances, we would earnestly 
entreat our common Father to pOur out His richest blessings upon you and your zealous 
efforts to advance the educational interests of your Country. 


To this Address Doctor Ryerson made the following Reply:- 


I have no language to acknowledge, in appropriate terms, the Address which you 
have presented to me. I thank you for it with all my heart and soul. To receive such 
an Address in my Native County, and within some five miles of the place of my birth 
and youthful life, is as much above my merit as it was beyond my expectation, and is 
the highest earthly reward of years of toil and responsibility. 
The most painful privation of my own early days was the want of proper educa- 
tional helps. On my entrance into public life I found that privation to be the greatest 
evil of the Country at large, but that the adequate remedy for it could not be reached 
without the full attainment of intellectual and civil freedom. To that the unceasing 
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efforts of nearly twenty years of my life were directed. It then became appropriate 
that the noblest exercises of that freedom should be directed by our Country to the 
education of its own youthful population. This could only be done by making education 
free; or, in other words, by renderIng the property of the Country responsi,ble for the 
education of the Country. In some Countries in Europe, as also in some of the ,States 
.of America, I found education free. In the former, it was the act of absolute despotism; 
in the latter, it was the act of a central Legislature. My plan was to make it the 
spontaneous act of the people in each :Vlunicipality-to uplift the Rate-payers of each 
:\Iunicipality to the noblest aspirations of a Nation's noblest vocation-not to the 
achievements of the sword, but to the infinitely higher achievements of educating each 
child in the land. My plan has been for the .Q{)vernment to compel, or command, in 
nothing, but to counsel and aid in everything; to make the free and independent Rate- 
payers in each Municipality both the judges and the workers in the grand policy of 
universal education. This accomplished, the seed of our Country's greatest strength, 
prosperity, and happiness are sown; the essential elements of her broadest and highest 
civilization are secured, whatever may become of the originators and Founders of her 
School System. 
And, Gentlemen, I feel most thankful to you-and, I trust, truly grateful to Almighty 
God-that, in the metropolitan Town of my Native County, a nation's truest mission 
Is heartily appreciated and practically illustrated in providing a tasteful and com- 
modious School-house, with convenient Desks and Seats, and other corresponding helps 
and facilities of school instruction, for each child in the :\olunicipality; and in offering 
not only a, Free Common School education, but, what is as rare as it is patriotic, in 
offering a Free Grammar School Education to every youthful seeker of knowledge. 
Since I entered this County a feeling of desolation- has chilled my heart, in not 
being able to ascertain a single person, (except the respected Registrar of the County 
[Francis Walsh, Esq., formerly Member for the County]), who was in public life when 
I entered it; but the scene of this day assures me that, when the generation on the 
margin of which I am now standing shall have passed away, others will carryon vigour- 
ously and successfully the work which we have feebly but earnestly commenced, until 
our Country shall wave its banner of law and freedom from Lake Erie to the Pole, and 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and place within the reach of each child of its teeming 
population the priceless blessings of a sound education, based on Christian principles, 
and sanctified by thanksgiving and prayer to the Creator of the rich and the poor, the 
Author and Giver of every good and perfect gift. 


A DINNER GIVEN THE REVERE
D DOCTOR RYERSO
, 
\.T COBOURG. 


Doctor Ryerson was entertained at a Dinner given him by the Teachers of the 
United Counties of Northumberland and Durham, .at Cobourg, 'On the occasion of 
bis Official Visit at the School Convention, on the 21st of February, 1860. 
Sheriff Fortune occupied the Chair, and among the company were the Vener- 
able Archdeacon Bethune, the Honourable Sidney Smith, the :l\Iayor of Cobourg, 
ex-Sheriff Ruttan. and otherF. The Chairman proposed the health of their Guest, 
Reverend Doct'Or Ryerson. In the course of his speech, he made the foJIowing 
remarks :- 


I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the generous and hearty manner in 
which you have received this Toast. Surely it is a matter of congratulation to me to 
see the day I now see-that I never expected to see-and the glowing feelings that 
animate our hearts at the glorious prospect of Education in the Country. The Meeting, 
composed as it is partly of Common School Teachers and of others who hold high posi- 
tions in the Country, speaks loudly in regard to the infiuence of education in the 
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Country. 'Ve have cordially responded this evening to the usual Loyal Toast. I can 
well recollect the time when that Toast would not have been received with cordiality. 
But our prosperity has given birth to feelings of loyalty. It was apprehended that in 
proportion to the freedom we enjoyed might the bonds of connection between us and 
the Mother Country be weakened. But so far from this,-although all the self-govern- 
ment was given us that we could wish for,-we ,find that the very exercise of that freedom 
and self-government has called forth a <cordiality and a depth of feeling and attachment 
that has made the name of Victoria an honour'ed word-a word of magic and power, in 
the hearts of the people. For proof of this need I point to the grateful offering of a 
Regiment of men, raised in a very short time, for the cåuse of England? The hearty 
answer made to the threatened invasion of England by the enrolment of 500,000 volun- 
teers proves that there are yet true hearts and native energy in 'England. 


He was deeply impressed with the great importance of the Teacher's work, its 
elevating-he had almost said its divine-nature, because it was that which oper- 
ated on the immortal mind and divine heart of man. Such work needed long and 
eareful training of the workmen, and there had been an immense improvement in 
this respect throughout the Province. Fifteen years ago, such an array of able 
and respectable Teachers as those present could not have been found in the Coun- 
try. The people had learned that the best paid talent was the most economical, 
because it secures the greatest efficiency. 
In reply to a Toast from Doctor Beatty (the !Iaror), the Honourable Sidney 
Smith, in acknowledgment, bore ample and cheerful testimon
' to the ability, zeal, 
and patriotism displayer1 by the Chief Superintendent of Education, in the arduous 
duties of his office. 
The toast to "The Trustees of the Grammar 8ehools and Common Schools;" 
was most ahly responded to by the Venerable the 
\rchdeacon of York, who be- 
stowed a graceful eulogy on the Chief Superintendent of Education, for the 
honesty of purpose and questionable ability which he had manifested in the dis- 
charge of the duties of his office.*-Colonist and Cobourg Stal". 


LETTERS IN REGARD TO THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE 
,COUNTY SCHOOL CO
VENTIONS. 


:N' OTE.-During the Meetings of the County School Conventions, Doct0r 
Ryerson wrote me seyeral private Letters a!' to how he wa
 succe('òing at these 
Meetings. The two of them, which I insert, give the best general account of how 
the Ueetings progreRsed. 
The Meeting at St. Catharines yesterday was well attended by the Clergy and other 
Persons of consIderation, and was interesting, though a considerable part of the Coloured 
People here have a School for themselves alone. Their School-house was the best 
furnished with Maps, and had the best Teacher in the Town. 
The :\ieeting adopted a Resolution, (drawn up at my 'suggestion by the Reverend 
Mr. Dixon and the Reverend Mr. Phillips), in favour of making the Grammar School 
the School of the Town, etcetera; also another Resolution in favour of enabling Muni- 
cipal Councils to deal, at their discretion, with the cases of children attending no 
School. 


.During the recent Tour of the Chief Superintendent throug-hout Cpper Canada, several 
very complimentary Addresses were presented to him by Municipal and .other Bodiec;, especially 
In the Counties of "
elland, Norfolk, (his native county), Northumherla'l1.d and Ha
tings. 
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k.... 
A similar Resolution was adopted at the WeIland County 
onvention this afternoon, 
which was very largely attended by the Teachers, and by the children of four Schools, 
with flags. The Clergy also, and the Local Superintendents, and many Trustees were 
there. 
A written County Address, adopted by the Meeting, was presented to me, to 
which I returned a written Answer. I then addressed both the children and the 
Assembly at large. 
On Motion of the Reverend ,:\Ir. Bell the ,Meeting adopted a Resolution in favour of 
a general Free School Law for the whole Province, and then onë in favour of enabling 
:Municipal Councils to deal with cases of Vagrant Children, or Children 
ot attending 
any School. 
Several Teachers and others spoke at the Meetings, and there was a great deal of 
intellectual power and talent displayed by the speakers at the Meeting to-day. The 
general feeling is that the School Law cannot be much improved. 
A prominent feature of my Addresses at the Conventions has been the rights and 
responsibilities of the people in the several Municipalities and School Sections in regard 
to the Schools and School System, and the facilities provided to aid them. I referred 
to the Canadian p'roduction of ::\laps and Apparatus in connection for the Bchools, and 
alluded to my coming among them in Canadian dress,-that our aim should be to be 
Canadians Inside and outside,-In Manufactures, as well as Agriculture, Books, Teachers, 
School SJstem, Laws, etcetera. Yesterday this Canadian allusion was received with 
nearty applause, but to-day the :Meeting rose almost to a man, and eh
ered, and almost 
shouted In response to my appeal. 
:\Iy visit to the Counties seems to give much satisfaction, and the best feeling 
appears to exist in regard to myself and the School System. 


:\IERRITTSVILLE, January 17th, 1860. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


There was a large and excellent ::\Ieeting at Napanee, and a good one here to-day. 
I never saw so much interest in the subject of Education, and such apparent delight 
with the explanations and remarks made, and t;he principles elucidated. 
I feel no doubt now of being aDle to improve very greatly the position and useful- 
ness of the Grammar Schools. The Country seems, thus far, to be more unanimous in 
favour of Free Schools east than west of Toronto. 


KINGSTON, February 27th, 1860. 


EGERTON RYERSPN. 


THE COUNTY SCHOOL COX'-EXTIOXS AXD THE SCHUOL BILL OF 1860, DRAFTED AS 
THE RESULT OF THESE )IEETIXGS. 


XOTE.-:Ur. James Ross, JI.P.P., having addres
ed a Letter to Doctor Ryer- 
son in regard to his Draft of School Bill of 1860, as the result of opinion expressed 
at the County Schoo] Convention. Doctor Ryerson replied to him as foHows: 


In reply to your note and suggestions, for which I thank you, I desire to say that 
I have, within the last few months, consulted the Local Superintendents, Trustees and 
others at County School Conventions throughout Upper Canada on the provisiõns con- 
tained in the School Bill to which you refer. One object specified in the printed Cir- 
cular calling these County Conventions in Upper Canada was .. To consider any sug- 
gestions which may be made for the Improvement of the School Law, the Improvement 
of the Schools, the diffusion of Education, and the extension and usefulness of the 
Public Libraries." 
On the subjects embraced in some of the provisions of the School Bill, which I 
have drafted, diversity of opinion existed among the friends of Education at the Meet- 
ings referred to; and I introduced them into the Bill, as I stated in a :\Iemorandum, 
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for the consideration of a School Committee of the House, before whom I could state 
the reasons for, and against, such provisions, and then leave the Committee to retain, 
modify, or omit, them altogether, as it might think proper. 
I have not desired to have any Sections of it passed which were not generally 
assented to at the Meetings by those of all parties who would make themselves 
acquainted with the subject, and consider it with a view of improving the Law. . . . 
I have sought to act with perfect impartiality to men of all parties and sects; but 
I am resolved to do what I can to promote the interests of education, irrespective of 
parties, and rely upon the candid and honest support of all parties for assistance and 
support. 
QUEBEC, Yay 10th, 1860.. EGERTON RYERSON. 


REPQRT ON THE FUSION OF TIlE :MODEL GRAl\fl\IAR SCHOOL 
\ND 
THE UPPER CANADA COLLEGE, 1861. 


'.rhe subject of the Fusion of the l\Iodel Grammar School was referred to 
the Chief Superintendent of Education and the Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of '.roronto in the following Letter of the Provincial Secretary:- 


I have the honour, by command of the Governor General, to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Letter of the 1st instant, submitting that, before any steps are taken to fill 
up the vacancy in the Office of Principal of Upper Canada College, the subject of the 
management and system of that Institution be referred to the Honourable Mr. Patton 
and yourself for examination and report, and to inform you that the subject will receive 
His Excellency's attention. 
QUEBEC, 4th June, 1861. G. POWELl" Acting Assistant Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE CHIEF SurmnNTENDENT OF EDUCATION AND THE VICE CHAN- 
CELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO TO TIlE PROVINCIAL SECRETAHY. 


With a view to promote the efficiency of Upper Canada College, and to accomplish 
the objects of a Provincial Model School, in the most effectual and economical manner, 
the undersigned unite in submitting the following recommendation to the favourable 
consideration of the Governor General-in-Council. 
We recommend that, in connection with the appointment of the Rector of the Model 
Grammar School, as Principal of Upper Canada College, the Masters of the Model 
Grammar School be Masters of Upper Canada College, the one hundred and five Pupils 
of the Model Grammar School to become Pupils of the Upper Canada College, and the 

l,OOO per annum, provided by Law, towards the support of the MOdel Grammar School 
be applied towards the payment of the Salaries of the Masters transferred to the Upper 
Canada College, under the following conditions, videlicet: that if the Reverend Doctor 
Scadding, or any Master, or Masters, of the Upper Canada College, or of those transferred 
from the Model Grammar School, should resign, or be removed, the amount of the salary 
of such Master shall be deducted from the 
l,OOO above mentioned; so that that sum may 
gradually b
come payable into the Grammar School Fund in aid of Grammar Schools of 
Upper Canada. 
The fOllowing are the advantages of this arrangement:- 
It will secure to Upper Canada College all the prestige and efficiency of the Model 
Grammar School, in addition to its own present means of usefulness, and contribute 
to make that Institution a Canadian Rugby School. 
As the Salaries of the Masters of the Grammar School, (irrespective of the Rector, 
who takes the place of 'Mr. Stennett), amount to 
1,140, and the Fees of the hundred 
Pupils in the {Model Grammar School amount to 
l,OOO per annum. Besides the n,ooo 
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per annum proposed to be made chargeable for the payment of Salaries of said Masters, 
the arrangements will be a very considerable pecuniary advantage to Upper Canada 
College, apart from the immense advantage to its prestige and efficiency. 
The salary of the Rector, and all the incidental expenses of the Model Grammar 
School, (including fuel, repairs, stationery, etcetera). being saved, the one-half of the 

l,OO'Û allowed by the late Order-in-Council for the expenses of the Normal and Model 
Schools can be added at once to the Grammar or General .school Fund; and the Rooms 
and Grounds now used for the Model Grammar School will add much to the facilities of 
the Normal and Model S.chools. 
We beg to add, in conclusion, that these recommendations do not contemplate any 
change in the relations of Upper Canada College to the Senate of the University and its 
Committees. 


EGERTON RYERSON, Chief Superintendent 0/ Education. 
JAMES PATTON, Vice-Ohancellor, Toronto University. 


TORONTO, June 19th, 1861. 


NOTE.-After personal conversation with members of the Government on this 
subject, it was decided to make no change in the management of either the Upper 
Canada College or the :Model Grammar School. 
In place of )Ir. Cockburn, the late Rector, the Reverend 'Villiam F. Checkley, 
B.A., T.C.D., Head Master of the Barrie Grammar School, was appointed by the 
Council of Public Instruction. The Council at the same time decided to reor- 
ganize the Model Grammar School. Steps were then taken to give effect to one 
of the principal public objects for which that School was established,-That is, 
providing for the pra
tical training of )Iasters and Assistant :Masters Qf the 
County Grammar Schools. The following Course of Instruction and general 
Rf'gulation were agreed upon by the Council: 


COURSE OF INSTRUCTION IN THE MODEL GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR UPPER CAN ADA. 


In establishing the Model Grammar School, the Council of Public Instruction had 
a twofold object in view: To exhibit the best system of Grammar School Organization, 
Discipline, and Teaching; and to train Masters and Assistant Masters for the Grammar 
Schools of the Province. 
A successful commencement has been made towards accomplishing the former of 
these objects. It is now proposed to perfect what has been begun as a Model Grammar 
School, and to make it effective as a Training Institution 
It is to be remarked that the residents of all the Counties and Cities in Upper 
Canada have an equal right to the Model Grammar School,-three applications from 
each having the priority over all others in filling up the prescribed number of one 
hundred pupils. 


EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTERS HIPS OF COUNTY GRAMMAR SCHOOLS 
IN UPPER CANADA. 


Prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Oanada. 


.. No person (except a graduate of some University) shall be appointed Master of a 
Grammar School unless he has previously obtained a Certificate of Qualification from 
a Committee of :fJxaminers (one of whom shall be the Head Master of the Normal School) 
appointed by the Council of Public Instruction." 
In terms of this proviso, it is- 
Ordered,-That Candidates for Masterships of County Grammar Schools (not being 
University graduates) be examined as to their knowledge of, and ability to teach, the 
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subjects and Books, or portions of 'Books, in which the Senate of the University of 
Toronto requires Candidates to be examined for Honours .and Scholarships at :\Iatricu1a- 
tion in any College affiliated with that Institution, as contemplated by the Consolidated 
Grammar School Act. 


ACDIT O.F THE AL'COON1'S 01!
 THE EDUCA'flOX DEPART31ESl'. 


In a Letter to the Editor of The Globe, on the audit of the Education Office 
Accounts, Doctor Ryerson said: 


In the interview with which you favoured me the other day I stated that I had 
.not only rendered Accounts of the Book, Map and Apparatus Depositories, but had been 
ready to give all the details which might at any time be requested; and the above 
extracts of Letters show that the Auditor was not less ready to ask for explanations 
and details in regard to the Book Depository, or other Accounts of the Department than 
its Officers were to give them. 
I herewith enclose extracts from Mr. Langton's Letter to :Mr. Hodgins, in reply to 
one of his, illustrative of the minuteness with which he examined into Accounts of 
Books and Maps, as well as those of ten other Separate Accounts, and to the extent to 
which he required Vouchers.. 
I am, as I have at ,all times been, ready to lay before the Government every Letter, 
Invoice, Account. or Book belonging to this Department, in any manner desired, and 
to be responsible to it for all that I have done, or failed to do. 
TORONTO, February 28th, 1859. EGEBfON RYEBSO
. 


SALARIES OF OFFICERS OF 'rHE EDCCATIO
 DEPAR.T3IENT. 


LETTER FROM: THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDTJCATION TO THE PROVINCIAL 
SECRETARY. 


I have the honour to transmit herewith a Statement and Memorandum on the sub- 
ject of Salaries of the Deputy Superintendent and other subordinate Officers in the 
Department of Public Instruction in Upper Canada. 
I have conferred with the Attorney and Solicitor General for Upper Canada on the 
subject; and, in accordance with their suggestion, I now transmit the papers relating 
to it to you, for the favourable consideration of His ExceJIency in Council. 
I may observe that the subordinate Officers in the Education Office of Upper Canada 
feel that they have not been treated with the same consideration as the other subordinatê 
Officers in other Departments, who have received gratuities at different times; whereas 
the swbordinate Officers in the Educational Department had only an increase of salary in 
1855; and then their salaries were not made equal to those of corresponding subordinate 
Officers in other Departments. 


*The following is a copy ()f this Letter of Mr. Langton to the Deputy Superintendent. 
I have the honour to acknowledge the> receipt of your letter of February 16th, with the 
accompanying Vouchers. The explanation and further elucidation of the different items, 
formerly remarked upon, are satisfactory, and your Balance, as finally corrected, is E23,- 
248.21.2. 
I may be permitted to remark that had the audit and approval of the Council of Public 
Instruction respecting soine of these items been, as you say they were, "reasonably supposed 
to be final," there would have been no provision in the Audit Act that I was also to audit 
your account. If ,they are to corne before me at all, I must call your attention to any 
inaccuracies, or deficie'] 
j..
s, ,.rhic:1 I may observe, and the facility with which you have 
supplied aU other further h'1formation which I required, not only proves, what I never 
doubted, the admirable system which pervades the whole of your Department, but also the 
reasonableness of my demands. 
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For the fullest information in regard to the merits and claims of Mr. HOdgins, 
Deputy Superintendent, I refer to my Letter of the 22nd of July, 1857.* 
::\0 language that I can employ would be too strong in recommendation of Mr. 
l\Iarling, the Bookkeeper, Accountant and Senior Clerk in the Department. 
QUEBEC, April 17th, 1861. EGERTON RYERSON. 


ESCLOS{;RE NUMBER ONE.-DETAILB OF THE DUTIES OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 


The business of this Department is as extensive as its machinery is complex, and 
unites in itself the exercise of judicial, financial and general functions. During the last 
few years its duties have rapidly increased and extended, and are now more than can 
be accomplished by the present Staff, as will be seen by the following sketch. 
'Before going into detail it may be well to remark that since the year 1850 several 
additions have been made to what was formerly the ordinary routine of the Office-- 
which have, at the same time, added materially to the efficiency and influence of the 
Department. These may .be classed as follows: The erection and furnishing and care of 
the new Normal and Model School Buildings.-The establishment of the Depository of 

Iap.s, Books and Apparatus for Public Schools and Libraries.-fl'he payment o.f the 
annual Legislative School Grant, and the auditing of the Accounts of about 400, or 450, 
Municipalities.-Superintending the printing and distribution of about 4,000 copies of 
the Chief Superintendent's Annual Report and Registrars (yearly) for all of the Schools 
,and of the Journal of Education, (monthly), etcetera. These, of course, do not include 
the additional duties imposed upon the Chief Superintendent by the SupplemeDtary 
School Act. 
But independently of all this there has been an exceedingly large increase in the 
number of 
Iunicipal and School Corporations and Superintendents since the close of 
1849. At that time there were twenty District Councils, twenty-three County local 
Superintendents of Schools, and about 2,800 School Corporations, total 2,843. At the 
present time we have to do with about 420 Municipal Councils and Treasurers and local 
School Superlntendents-30 County Boards of Public Instruction and 3,500 School Cor- 
porations, in all 4,200-the Correspondence and Reports of which have more than 
quadrupled since the period mentioned. 
These additions required the organization and adoption of a system peculiar to the 
functions and duties of the Department, and have resulted in dividing the Education 
Office and Department into three Branches, videlicet: The Education Office, which 
includes the General Administration of the School Laws: Decision on School disputes 
requiring an explanation of law; Payment of the Legislative School Grant; Auditing the 
County School Accounts and the compiling of the Annual Reports; Furnishing Teachers' 
Registers; Attending to the office correspondence; Referring to the admission of Students 
into the Normal School, and their Weekly payments; Using Provincial Certificates, and 
procuring Maps, Books, Apparatus and for the Depository, etcetera. 


"ENCLOSURE NUMBER Two.-MEl\IORANDUM ON THE SALARIES OF THE OFFICERS AND CLERKS 
OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT FOR UPPER CANADA, WITH A VIEW TO PLACE THEM ON 
THE SAME FOOTIXG AS THE OFFICERS AND CLERKS IN THE OTHER BRANCHES OF THE 
PUBLIC SERVICE. 


J. George Hodgins, LL.B., who has held his appointment as Deputy since June, 1855, 
was appointed sole Clerk of the Upper Canada Education Office, October, 1844. In 1857 
bis salary was fixed at 
500; but, (as stated in the Provincial Secretary's Letter of the 
13th October, 1857, .. in consideration of his long and laborious services connected 'U,ith 
the establishment 0/ a new Department," His Excellency granted him, in addition, 
50 
per annum during his tenure of Office. During all the years mentioned, however, Mr. 


.A <copy of this Letter is printed on pag-es 159. 1fìO of the Thirteenth Yplume of the 
Documentary History of Education in Ontario. 
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Hodgins never received any portion of the gratuities which were, especial1y in 1853 and 
1854, given to the Officers and Clerks in all the other Public Departments, as detailed 
in his Letter of the 22nd of July, 1857. Besides, in 1857, when the Salaries of all the 
Deputy Heads of Departments, as well as tlie Heads of various branches-for instance, 
in the Finance Minister's Department-were raised to 1:650 per annum, by authority of 
the Civil Service Act, Mr. Hodgins was not allowed the benefit of that Act, but his 
salary was fixed at 
500, with a good service allowance of 
50 per annum, as above, 
although he had been thirteen years (now seventeen) in the Public Service, while many 
of those whose Salaries were fixed at 
650 in 1857 were considerablY his juniors in the 
Civil Service. It is, therefore, right and proper that Mr. Hodgins' salary be fixed at 
1:650, to take effect from the passing of that Act In 1857. 


(SoTE.-An acknowledgment of this Letter was received, but nothing fur- 
ther was done on this matter, and the request that the Officers of the Education 
Department be. treated as the other Officer::: under the Civil Service Act was not 
granted, nor was any reason for llot doing sö given.) 



IILITARY DRILL IX THE peBLIC A
D GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 


A Company of Model Grammar 
chool Cadets having been organized in 1862, 
a Letter was received by the Chief Superintendent of Education from the Ad- 
jutant-General of Militia, stating that Arms and Accoutrements had been sent for 
the Company from :Montreal. 'rhe following is a copy of thi" Letter :-- 
I have the honour to acquaint you that the !Military Authorities of the Militia Depart- 
ment at Montreal have this day received instructions to forward to you forty Long Enfield 
Rifles and Sets of Accoutrements, with small Stores complete, for the Corps under your 
official command in the Model Grammar School, and for which I request you will sign 
the enclosed blank Receipt. . . . Therefore, as soon as the said Stores have Ibeen 
delivered to you, please forward it to this Department. 
I am, at the same time, desired to draw your attention to Sections thirty-three and 
thirty-four of the Consolidated Militia Laws of the Province, and to Section four of the 
Amended Militia Law of 1862, respecting the custody of all Government Stores of every 
kind in charge of the Militia, and the responsibility of the Commanding Officer and all 
others entrusted with Government Arms and Stores. 
QUEBEC, 22nd December, 1862. W. POWELL, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


To this Letter the Chief Superintendent replied as follows:- 
I desire to express to you my hearty thanks for the suggestions which you have 
made in regard to Military Drill, or gymnastics, in our Schools, whilst I cannot but 
admire the spirit which pervades your whole Letter. 
In the Schools immediately under my own oversight, Military exercises to a limited 
extent, under the name of Gymnastics, have for several years been introduced. Latterly 
in one of them formal Military Drilling has for some time been introduced. I shall 
submit the whole question to the consideration of the Government, with a view of 
having such exercises introduced into the ,Schools generally. 


In the meantime the Chief Superintendent made the following suggestion3 
for the guidance of the Teacbers of the Public Schools and the 
1:asters of the 
Grammar School in tbe matter:- 


So much attention has during the last year been devoted to the subject of military 
drill in the Public Schools, both in England, in the Northern United States and in 
Canada, that I have felt it desiraJble to call your attention to the subject. 
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The School Authorities in these several Countries have sought many ways to pro- 
mote this patriotic object, and public opinion has more than sanctioned this innovation 
on the quiet routine of daily school life. Those who have given most prominence to this 
new feature in school management have done so chiefly for two important reasons. 
The first reason is that Military Drill is designed to foster in the youthful mind a 
love of Country and its Institutions, and a disposition to defend them in the most skilful 
and effective manner to the very last. The other reason-which has a direct practical 
bearing upon the wéll-being of the School itself-is that nothing else is so well adapted 
to secure those habits of obedience and discipline in the Schools as Military Drill per Be. 
Lately, in discussing this matter with a prominent American Educationist, he 
remarked that the introduction of Military Drm had already effected a most salutary 
change in the discipline of American Schools. Order had been more generally established 
in the Schools; and that fatal defect in American juvenile character-disobedience and 
disrespect for authority-had received a most salutary check. Everywhere he had found 
that Teachers were most anxious to establish a system of Military Drill or Gymnastics 
in the School, not so much for military purposes as for its beneficial effects upon the 
discipline and morale of the School. The very habit of prompt obedience acquired by 
the pupils while unl\er drill insensibly affected their whole conduct in the Schoolroom, 
and rendered their government there comparatively easy and agreeable. 
The subject of introducing Military Drill into our Canadian Schools has been more 
than once under the consideration of the Education Department for Upper Canada as 
well, we believe, as that of iLower Canada. In February last a Letter was addressed to 
the Department on the subject, in which the writer said: 
" The passing events of the day call forth the energies of minds capable of grappling 
with it. During this lull in the excitement on the war question, it strikes me that 
there might be something done in the way of preparatory drill in our already very 
excellent Gommon Schools. 
"What I would suggest is, that an amendment be added to the present Common 
School Law, during the present Session of Parliament, making it one of the qualifica- 
tions of male Teachers to learn the rudiments of Infantry Drill, either by joining a 
Volunteer corps, or by attending the Normal School, so that the Teacher might be able 
to drill such of the youth of our country schools as are above the age of ten years. It 
would be a very healthful, useful and lively exercise for them; and it is now certain 
that we must of necessity become a military Country for our defence. This plan would, 
I think, assist the Teachers in their School discipline. If it were carried into effect we 
would see, in a few years, we should have great numbers drilled and prepared, at no 
additional expense to the Country, and ready on a very short notice for any emergency. 
I do not say they would be perfect in drill, but they might be taught to face right and 
left, to march, and to form fours deep; and, being taught while young, they would never 
entirely forget it hereafter. 
"While writing, reflection brings to my mind the impuJse of my youthful mind, 
about fifty years ago (about the time the French threatened to invade England), how 
warm I felt against them when I saw the English Volunteer Militia on parade at that 
time. The same ardour now animates my breast, for I go to drill every week, and have 
no doubt in my own mind of the same attachment of the youth of our Country to their 
native home if they are well trained and employed. I may remark that I saw the 
Students of the higher Schools at driU when I was young; and as the Common Schools 
of our Country constitute the bone and sinew of it, why not prëpare them for any future 
contingency which may arise in the Country. Perhaps by changing the name from 
Military Drill to some other, such as Military Gymnastics, it might be more favourably 
received throughout the Country." 
I trust, therefore, that you will be able, in the spring, practically to act upon these 
suggestions. 
TORONTO, December, 1862. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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CHOOLS IS 
UPPER CANADA, 1863. 


By TIlE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 


CIRCULAR TO 
IE
IBERS OF BOTH HOUSES OF THE LEGISLATURE. * 


Several Members of the Legislature ex.pressed to me lately at Quebec, and on my 
way thence to Toronto, a wish that I would furnish, in the form of a Circular, more 
extended explanatory remarks on the Grammar .School Improvement Bill than those 
contained in the brief memorandum which accompanied its distribution. This I now 
proceed to do. 
The present state of the law, and the necessity of further legal provision for the 
improvement of Grammar Schools, will be better understood by.reference to the original 
objects of the existing Grammar Schoof Act of 1853. In 1850 the Honourable Robert 
Baldwin, after he had devoted nearly two days with me in examining and maturing the 
Bill, which became the 'Common School Act of 1850, (the Charter of our School System), 
asked me if I could not codify and reduce to one Act the several Grammar School Acts 
of Upper Canada. After some refiection I replied that, if he would furnish me with a 
list of these Acts I would examine them and give him an answer in a few days. After 
examining and considering these Acts, I waited upon Mr. Baldwin and told him that 
before I could undertake the task he had proposed it would be necessary for me to know 
whether he assented to principles which I considered essential to any useful amendments 
of the Grammar School Law; that the great desideratum in regard to the Grammar 
Schools was the means of support; that there was no other source to look to for that 
purpose than the 
1unicipalities in which the Grammar Schools were established; but 
that they had no hold upon the interest, or sympathies, of the people,-being regarded 
as Select Schools for the few, and managed by t.he Government through Trustees and 
Masters of its own appointment, for the alleged benefit of its own Officers and special 
friends; that the Municipalities could not be expected to contribute to their support 
unless they had some control over them. 1 also stated to Mr. Baldwin that I did not 
think the Grammar Schools could be made efficient and useful as they ought to be unless 
they were made Schools of the Municipalities. instead of Schools of the Crown-the 
Crown relinquishing the ap.pointment of Trustees and Masters; and further, that it 
was essential to the efficiency and success of these Schools, that the Grammar School 
Grants should be apportioned upon the same principle and conditions as the Common 
School Grants. Mr. Baldwin concurred in these views; and the Draft of a Consolidated 
Grammar School Act was prepared accordingly, and printed by order for consideration. 
Mr. Baldwin retired from office, and I requested his successor the two fOllowing years 
not to proceed with the Grammar School Bill, as I could not then undertake any work 
in addition to that of maturing the organization of the .common School System. In 
1853 the request was again made to me, and I prepared the Draft of the present 
Grammar School Act. I proceeded to Quebec, to submit and discuss its provisions 
with the Upper Canada Members of the Cabinet. The Premier (Honourable Francis 
Hincks) favoured the adoption of my Draft of Grammar School .Bill without alteration; 
but three other Members of the Cabinet thought the AS6essment Section had better be 
deferred until I got the Grammar Schools organized into something like a general 


.Previous to going to Quebec at the request of Mr. Attorney General ;T. S. Macdonald, 
Doctor Ryerson sent to the Government the Draft of a Grammar School Bill, accompa'Ilied 
with a Short Memorandum. While there, 
everal Members of the House of Assembly asked 
him for fuller Information on the subject. This he supplfed, on his return to Toronto, in 
the form of this Circular, addressed to Members of Both Houses. 
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system. I urged that without that characteristic and essential feature of the Common 
School System, no material improvement could be effected in the condition and cñaracter 
of the Grammar Schools; but after some two hours' discuS6ion I consented, (unwisely 
and unfortunately, as I have ever since thought), to omit the Assessment Section from 
the Draft of Bill, and to postpone it for future consideration. The consequence is that 
the Grammar School System is essentially defeetive; the Grammar Schools have been 
hobbling on one leg and making little progress, (except from the influence of the General 
Regulations and Inspection), while the Common Schools have been rapidly advancing, 
aided by the two-fold support of Legislative Appropriation and local Assessment. There 
are, indeed, exceptions. There are cases in which the Grammar School, from peculiar 
circumstances of place, Teaeher, special resources, is worthy of the name; there are also 
cases in which the union of the Grammar and Common Schools of the place has operated 
beneficially; but these are exceptions to the general rule, as to the helpless condition and 
stationary character of the Grammar Schools, and the unsatisfactory working of the 
Union Schools,-operating to the disadvantage of both the Grammar and Common 
Scheols. I have been urged by Trustees and supporters of Grammar Schools throughout 
all Upper Canada to devise some remedy for these defects and evils of the Grammar 
School System. In 1860 I made an Official Tour of Upper Canada and held a School 
Convention in each County, with a special view to the improvement of the Grammar 
Schools. In each of these County Conventions I stated the case of the Grammar Schools, 
the nature and defects of the Law, and the remedies which had been proposed. I 
requested suggestions, and the expression of the opinions of the parties present. These 
Conventions comprised, of course, but a small portion of the inhabitants of each County; 
but the Clergy, Magistrates, Local Superintendents, and Trustees of Schools, and aU 
persons interested in the progress of education, were invited by Circular to attend 
them; the places where they are held, usually the County Court House, were generally 
crowded, and representative persons from most of the Townships of the County were 
present, so that each Convention might be fairly regarded as expressing what would be 
the opinion of the 
eat majority of the County when acqua!nted with the subject. 
A copy of the Resolutions adopted at these County Conventions-Resolutions, not 
one of which was submitted, or prepared by myself, but which were prepared and sub- 
mitted at the Conventions as the result of the consultations held-is pctnted on pages 
85-89 of the Sixteenth Volume of the Documentary History. The rural portions of these 
Conventions were most earnest, and all but unanimous in favour of assimilating the 
Grammar to the Common School System, in regard to the condition and distribution of 
the Legislative Grant. Many Municipal Councl11ors attended these Conventions, and 
only two, (as far as I could learn), dissented from that view. In two instances the 
County Councils were in Session, and adjourned to attend the Convention, at which the 
Wardens presided; and in each case the Councillors, including the Wardens, were unani- 
mous in favour of the proposed arrangement in regard to County Assessment for 
Grammar Schools, and making them free to the youth of Counties. 
The object of the Grammar School Bl11 now before Parliament is to give effect to 
what was so generally approved by the County Conventions referred to. and which 
appears to me, after years of consideration and consultation, to be the easiest, the malt 
equitable, the most rational, and the most effective means of improving the Grammar 
Schools. For convenience of reference I append a copy of this Elll, the leading objects 
of which are to provide for the Apportionment of the Legislative Grammar School Fund 
to Counties upon the same terms and conditionliJ as that of the Common Schools, and 
to provide for the accommodation and further support of Grammar Schools by the City, 
Town, and Vlllage Corporations within the limits of which they are situated. 
The Second Section of the Blll may be amended by substituting for the words 
.. shall annually levy" .. shall have authority annually to levy," etcetera; and by adding, 
after the words .. Common Schools," the words .. provided also that the Corporation of 
each County shall have authority to exempt from said Rate such portions of the County 
as It may judge expedient." 
IV.-3 
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The Assessment required to fulfil the conditions of the BIll has ,been stated by 
financial men in several Counties to amount to less than a cent on every thousand 
dollars of assessed property; yet, by the aid of {his small Assessment. the Grammar 
School Fund will be doubled; the average apportionment to each Grammar School will 
be $850, and. of course, more to the larger Grammar Schools; and the Orammar Schools 
will be free to all the County youth of Upper Canada. Trustees will be able to secure 
Teachers of the best qualifications and abilities, and the Schools will also be elevated 
in character and usefulness by raising the standard of admission and ,by teaching the 
elements of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy, as provided by the fifteenth Section of 
the Act. 
If it .be objected that persons will be assessed for the Grammar Schools who do not 
send pupils to them, it may ,be replied that many persons are assessed, and sometimes 
largely, for the Common Schools who do not send pupils to them. If exemption is 
admitted in the one case, it must, upon the same ground, be admitted in the other; and 
the supporters of Common Schools would thus lose twenty times as much as the trifling 
Assessment to which they may be liable for the .Grammar Schools; for the proposed 
Grammar School Assessment is scarcely a twentieth of the Common School Assessment. 
If the condition of Assessment is good for the Common Schools-and the results of it are 
marvellous-it must be equally good for the Grammar Schools. The one class of Schools 
is equally national, though not so numerous, as the other; and the property of the nation 
should be Hable for what is of national interest, and for what adds to its security and 
value by educating and elevating the community for all the wants, institutions and 
civilization of a State. 
The Fourth Section of the Bill makes it incumbent on the City, Town, or Incor- 
porated Village in which the Grammar School is situated tQ provide accommodations, and 
any further support which may 'be required. It is admitted, as a general rule, that 
such locality receives nine-tenths of the direct ibenefits of the Grammar School in regard 
to the attendance of pupils, the situation and expenditure of the School, and its influence 
on the importance of the place and the value of .property. In many cases accommoda- 
tions are already provided for the Grammar School. The Bill might further provide 
that the Grammar School accommodation should be regarded as the property of the 
Municipality providing them, and that if any Town or Village did not wish to contribute 
its proportion to support the Grammar School. it might signify the same to the County 
Council, which would then aboHsh. or remove, the Site of the School to another locality. 
The Trustees are proposed to be equaUy appointed by the County, City. Town, and 
Incorporated Village Counci1s; and, as it requires the votes of a positive majority ðf the 
Trustees present at any lawful Meeting in order to any corporate act, the Chairman 
having no second vote, no measure can .be imposed upon éither the County, City, Town, 
or Incorporated Village, without the consent of one, or more, of its representatives, or 
nominees. No difficulty has arisen from Boards thus constituted; but, on the contrary, 
friendly emulation and courtesy. 
As to the few Grammar Schools situated in Villages not incorporated, the Bill leaves 
them to the operation of thé existing Grammar School Law, with the advantage of an 
-additional Apportionment for their support. It was felt by aU parties consulted that 
the conditions which the ,Bill requires of Cities and Towns could not be expected to be 
fulfilled by a Township or School Section. BY the existing Orammar School Act any 
Township Council can contribute what it pleases in support of any Grammar School; 
and so can a United Grammar and Common School Corporation. It would not be just, 
or politic, to abolish Grammar Schools thus situated; but no further measures of sup- 
port could be devised in respect of them. 
It has ,been supposed by some that the .Grammar Schools, which are to be free to 
the youth of the- County, are not to be free to the youth of the City, Town, or Incor- 
'porated Village in which it is situated: This is a mistake. The 'Bill proposes to make 
.the Grammal' School a Free School to the youth of the County, as compensation for the 
County Assessment, and as the onlY means of obtaining it; ,but it does not interfere with 
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the powers which a Board of Trustees possesses under the existing law; and they can 
make their School free, or not, to the youth of their Village, Town, or City as they 
please, the same as any Board of Common School Trustees in any City, Town, or Village. 
The Sixteenth Section of the Bill. relating to the mode of giving Certificates to 
Ma.sters of Grammar Schoolls. (not Graduates), is prospective, not retrospective, in its 
application, and is designed to prevent forgeries, which have heretofore occurred, and 
to secure a proper record of such Certificates, but gives the Chief Superintendent no 
other power in respect to them than that of signing his name and affixing to them the 
seal of the Department. 
The other Sections of the Bill, relating to details. need no remark. Three sections 
have been added since the 'Bill was printed,-the one authorizing County Councils to 
appoint a Board of nine to perform the duties of the present numerous, cumbrous and 
expensive County Boards of Public Instruction,-the second to enable Teachers of 
Grammar and Common Schools to spend four days of the year in visiting each other's 
Schools, on condition of their teaching an equal number of Saturdays,-and the third to 
make the City of Toronto a County for the purposes of the Act. 
This Bill is the last measure, so far as I can jUdge, that I have to submit to the 
favourable consideration of the Government and Legislature, for the completion, as far 
HS it relates to Legislation, of our Public School System. It confers upon me no addi- 
tional powers, and makes little change In respect to my duties. It may Ibe amended and 
improved. If passed into a Law, substantially as it is, I believe it will greatly elevate 
the character and double the efficiency and usefulness of the Grammar Schools, and that 
at a charge almost imperceptible to the people at large. 
As a measure of this kind does not come directly home to the feelings of the mass 
of the people, like one relating to Common Schools, prejudice may be easily excited 
against it by misrepresentation and hostility to any Public Educational System. To 
the calm and patriotic consideration of the Members of the Legislature, and to intelligent. 
'\JI.ndid men of all parties, is respectfully submitted this final recourse for due efficiency 
of that class of our Public Schools, the poorest provided for, and which must terminate 
the educational training of the greater part even of the professional and public men. 


TORONTO, 27th 
'[arch, 1863. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


'rHE "DISSEXTIENT," OR SEPARATE, SCHOOL QFESTIO
 I\' TTPPER 
AND LO'VER CANADA, 1864. 


LETTER FROl\I THE CHIEF SPPElUNTEXDEST OF EDTT(,ATIO
 IX Lo\\ rH (' \X.\1JA 
TO DOCTOR RYEn
OS. 


I suppose you have seen the articles in that partisan newspaper, the Montreal Wit- 
ness. on the subject of Dissentient Schools in Lower Canada. I wish to know how the 
matter stands in Upper Canada as to non-residents. 1st.-Can a non-resident Roman 
Catholic pay his land School Tax to Separate Schools? 2nd.-Can he be exempted 
altogether from taxation if there are no Dissentient Schools in the Municipality where 
he Is a Landholder? 
I see nothing to that effect in the original School Laws of Upper Canada, nor in the 
last amendment to them; but, as they have been so frequently amended, I want to make 
it sure by referring to you. 
We in Lower Canada are prepared to grant Dissentients anything, since we have the 
same interest. There is one-third Catholic Dissenters, and two-thirds Public School rate- 
payers, but the Catholics are poorer. But you may expect to see the same things asked 
for in Upper Canada. 


MONT
AL, April 22nd, 1&64. 


PIERRE J. O. CHAUVEAU. 
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DOCTOR RYERSON'S REPLY TO THE FOREGOING LETTER. 


I had not for months read the MontreaZ 'Witness before receiving your Letter, mailed 
on the 22nd, but since then I have read the articles to which you refer. 
In Upper Canada two Roman Catholic Separate School Sections, or districts, can 
unite and form one united Section, or District, whether they are situated in the same 
Municipality or not. 
Also, a Roman Catholic who gives the legal notice that he is a Roman Catholic, and 
a Supporter of a Sfiparate School, is exempted from the payment of all Public School 
Taxes, or Rates, provided he resides within three miles, (in a direct line), of the School 
of which he professes to Ibe a Supporter, whether he resides within the Section or Dis- 
trict of such School or not; but the property which he owns in either School Sections 
or Districts is liable to Rates and Taxes for the Public Schools, whether there are 
Separate Schools in such Sections, or Districts, or not. 
The following explanatory remarks wiII exhibit the nature of the School System of 
Upper Canada in respect to different Religious Persuasions. 
1. The Public School In each Section, District, or Division, is strictly non-denom- 
inational,-having no symbols, or ceremonies, or instructions, peculiar to anyone 
Religious Persuasion, and to which any Religious Persuasion can object. The only 
exception to this is wherein the daily exercises, in many .of the IS'chools, are opened and 
closed by reading a portion of the Scriptures and Prayers; but this is at the option of 
the Trustees and Teachers, as also the version of the Scriptures and the Prayers to 
be used; and no Pupils are required to be present at these Exercises whose Parents, or 
Guar
ians, object to them. If the Teacher hears any Pupil recite a Catechism, it must 
be by private arrangement between the Teacher and the Parent, or Guardian, of such 
Pupil, and must not interfere with the regular Exercises of the School. The School 
House is allowed to be used one hour in each week between the hours of four and five 
in the afternoon, by the Clergyman of each Religious Persuasion, to give Catechetical, or 
Religious, Instruction to the Pupils of his own Persuasion, and the Trustees determine 
the day on which the House shall be used by each Clergyman. In no instance yet have 
the Clergymen of as many Religious Persuasions applied for the use of the same School 
House as there are teaching days In the week. In Cities and Towns there are several 
Rooms in each School House, as there are several Rooms provided at the Normal School 
for weekly Religious Instruction being given to Students by Clergymen of the different 
Religious Persuasions. 
2. The number of Roman Catholic Teachers employed in the Public Schools Is far 
above that of the Baptists, or Congregationallsts, and only second to that of the Church 
of England and Methodists and Presbyterians. So acceptable are the Public Schools to 
the laity of the Roman Cathollc Church that more than three-fourths of their School-going 
Children attend the Public Schools, and less than one-fourth of them attend the Separate 
Schools, notwithstanding the exertions of many of their Clergy to induce them to estab. 
lIsh and support Separate Schools. 
3. Now It Is for the minority of one-fourth of the Roman Catholics of Upper Canada 
that the Separate Schools actually exist; and all who desire, under such circumstances, 
to withdraw their Children from the Public SchooJs, and have them taught In Separate 
Schools, are exempt from the payment of all Public School Rates in the Sections, or 
Districts, of such Separate Schools. 
4. The principle of the School Law In respect to School Rates In Upper Canada Is, 
that as the prop.erty In each School Section, or Dtstrt('t, derives its value- chiefly, if not 
entirely, from the labours and enterprise of Its Inhabitants, such property should be 
liable for the education of the youth whose labours, In connection with those of their 
Parents, give It Its value. If a portion of the Inhabitants desire a Separate Sehool for 
their Children In any School ,Section, or District, or by uniting two, or more, School 
Sections, or Districts, Into one, they can do so; have their property In such Sections, or 
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Districts, exempt from Public School Rates, and collect Rates on it themselves for the 
support of their own Schools. 
5. But the Property of absentees in any School Sections, or Divisions, is liable to 
be rated for the support of the Public Schools, and that upon two grounds: First, the 
Public Schools are accessible, upon equal terms, to all classes of the population. 
Secondly, the great majority of the Roman Catholic Children, as well as the Children 
generally of other Religious Persuasions, attend the Public Schools. 
6. If the Schools of the majority in Lower Canada are as impartial, liberal and 
unobjectionable to the minority as the Schools of the majority in Upper Canada, then 
It appears to me that the only inequality under which the minority there labour is their 
not being able to unite in different School Districts to establish and support one ISchool 
for themselves. But if the Schools of your majority are substantially Roman Catholic 
Church Schools, having the Symbol and the Services, and publicly teaching the Catechism 
and other Religious Books of the Roman Catholic Church, then it appears to me that 
the Schools of your minority, (as they are not peculiar to anyone Religious Persuasion), 
are more analagous to the Schools of the majority in Upper Canada than are the Schools 
of your minority. On this point I have not the information, and I do not, therefore, 
profess to judge. 
TORONTO, !
'Iay 3rd, 1864. EGERTON RYERSON. 


LETTER FRO)I THE HEnmEXD D. H. ::\LWYICAll TO DR. HYEIIöON. 


I write you as Corresponding Secretary of the Association for the Promotion and 
Protection of Protestant Education in Lower Canada, to ask if you will be kind enough 
to send me a complete copy of the School 'Laws of Upper Canada, and to inform us of 
the position and powers of the Gentleman in the Education Office at Toronto who repre- 
sents the Roman Catholics of that Province. We propose to seek for Protestants in this 
section educational rights similar to those enjoyed by Roman Catholics in Canada West, 
and are, therefore, desirous to learn the manner in which the interests of the latter are 
represented in the Establishment under your direction. Relying on your kind offices in 
this matter, 


IMoNTREAL, 13th October, 1864. 


D. H. 1\'IACVICAR. 


REPLY FROU DOCTOR HYEilSON TO THE HEVEllEKD V. H. .ì\IACVICAR, MONTREAL. 


I have the honour to state, in reply to your Letter of the 13th instant, that a copy 
each of the Common and Separate .school Laws of Upper Canada will be transmitted to 
you herewith. You request me to inform you of the II position and powers of the Gentle- 
man in the Education Office at Toronto who represents the Roman Catholics of that 
Province." In reply, I have to state that I myself represent the Roman Catholics, as 
much as the Church of England, Presbyterians, or Methodists, in this Department, and 
administer the law according to the fair and liberal construction of its provisions, just 
as much for the benefit, and, as far as possible, according to the wishes of, any other 
Religious Persuasion in Upper Canada. One Clerk in the Office is a Roman Cathol1c, 
but he was not appointed as such, nor did I know of his Religious Persuasion any more 
than that of some other Clerks at the time of their appointment; he was appointed on 
trial of six months, and advanced according to vaeancies and his merits, the same a. 
any other Clerk in the Department. 
I know no Religious Persuasion in the administration of the law, nor have I ever 
made, or recommended, an appointment in the Department except on the ground of 
personal qualification and character. 


TORONTO, October 17th, 1864. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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OPIKIONS OF MEl\IBERS OF 'fHE LEGIBLATUHE AS TO 'rIlE 
EXPEDIENCY OF INCOHPORA TING 'I'll E 8EP ARA'fE 
SCHOOL PROVISIO
S OF THE LA'V IN 'fHE 
CONFEDERATION ACT OF 1865. 


The general consensus of opinion, in both House:; of the Legislature, on the 
subject (.even among those who were strongly opposed to Separate Schools) was, 
that it was wise and expedient to incorporate in the Scheme of Confederation the 
Resolution relating to these and Dissentient Schools. 


SPEECHES RELATrIS'G TO THE SEPARATE AND DISSENTIENT SCI-IOOJ
 QUESTION 
DEUVErtED DUfUIS'G THE "CONFEDERATIOK DEBATES" AT QUEBEC IN 1865. 


Inse1.led in lhe O:1'der in which lhe Speeches appear in the printed 17 olwne of 
Confedel'alíon Debates. 


THE HONOURABLE JAMES G. CURRIE, In the Legislative Council.-In 1849 the Legis- 
lature made provision for the support of Common Schools in Canada, and had set aside 
one million acres of the best Lands for that noble purpose. . . . In 1863 the Govern- 
ment of the day assented to 'Mr. R. W. Scott's third Bill, to amend the Taché Separate 
School Act of Upper Canada, passed In 1855. . . . tA Ma.c:;s Meeting was held in 
Toronto to condemn the Bill. . . . Other ,Meetings were held elsewhere to protest 
against the Bill. When it was brought up from the iAssembly to the Upper House 
nobody rose to move its first reading. At length, when ,Sir Etienne Taché, who, it will 
be remembered, introduced the Upper Canada Separate School Bin of 1855, whkh passed 
Into law, was about to assume this responsibility, IMr. McCrea, the newly-elected Coun- 
cillor for the Western Division, came to the rescue. The ISpeaker then very improperly 
suggested Mr. J. A. Aikins as the Seconder, an offer which the Member for the Home 
Division promptly declined. No one else appearing, Mr. Letellier, a French Canadian, 
secon
ed the motion. At length the Bill passed the Second reading of the Legislative 
Council-ll for, and 13 against it, being the Upper Canada vote. Thus, in spite of every 
temptation. Upper Canada stood true to her School System. . . . But notwithstand- 
ing many evidences of dissatisfaction in Upper Canada with the 'Bill, it became law, 
and it remained for the present Government by this Confederation scheme to perpetuate 
the law. He was surprised that the Government, constituted as it was, should become 
parties to such a scheme. They had not yet done with this School System. They pro- 
posed to protect the Protestant minority of ,Lower Canada, and a Petition was on the 
Table of the House, embodying what was desired. This was proof enough that the 
people were not satisfied; and whether the scheme of Confederation be adopted or not, 
the Government should bring in a ,Measure to do the Petitioners justice. Then from 
Upper Canada the Roman Catholics asked to ,be placed in a position precisely similar 
to that which the Protestants of Lower Canada WEre seeking, and, if each of these 
minorities were suffering injustice, why .should not their complaints be redressed before 
the Confederation took place? Let these mea.c:;ures precede Confederation, and let not 
Parliament be asked to proceed bUndfold. . . . 
THE HONOURABLE GIWRGE iBROWN, President of the Executive Council.-In Confedera- 
tion the people of UPPEr Canada will .have the entire control of their local matters, 
and will no longer have to betake themselves to Quebec for leave to open a Road, to 
select a County Town, or appoint a Coroner. But I am told that to this general prin- 
ciple of placing all local matters under local control an exception has been made in 
regard to the Common Schools. The clause in the proposed Confederation scheme com- 
plained of is as follows: -" 6. Education; saving the privileges, which the Protestant 
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or Cathollc minority In both Canadas may possess, as to their Denominational Schools. 
at the time when the Union goes into operation." Now I need hardly remind the House 
that I have always opposed, and continue to oppose, the system of sectarian education. 
so far as the public chest is concerned. I have never had any hesitation on that point. 
I have never been able to see why all the people of the Province, to whatever Religious 
Sect they may belong, should not send their children to the same Common .schools to 
receive the ordinary branches of instruction. I regard the Parent and the Pastor as 
the best Religious Instructors; and, so long as the Religious faith of the children is 
uninterfered with, and ample opportunity is afforded to the Clergy to give Religious 
Instruction to the children of their flocks, I cannot conceive any sound objection to 
Mixed Schools. But while, in the Conference on Confederation and elsewhere, I have 
always maintained this view, and always given my vote against sectarian Publlc Schools, 
I am bound to admit, as I have always admitted, that the sectarian system, carried to 
the limited extent it has yet been in Upper Canada, and confined, as it chiefly is, to 
Cities and Towns, has not been a very great practical injury. The real cause of alarm 
was that the admission of the sectarian principle was there, and that at any moment 
It might be extended to such a degree as to s.pUt up our School System altogether. 
There are but a hundred Separate Schools in Upper ,Canada, out of some four thousand, 
and all Roman Catholic. But if the Roman Catholics are entitled to ,Separate Schools, 
and to go on extending their operations, so are the \Members of the Church of England, 
the Presbyterians, the Methodists, and all other Religious Sects. No candid Roman 
Catholic will deny this for a moment; and in this lay the great danger to our educa- 
tional fabric, that the Separate School system might gradually extend itself, until the 
whole Country was studded with nurseries of sectarianism, most hurtful to the best 
Interests of the Province, and entailing an enormous expense to sustain the hosts of 
Teachers that so prodigal a .system of Public Instruction must inevitably entail. Now 
it Is known to every honourable -Member of this House that an Act was passed In 1863, 
as a final &ettlement of this sectarian controversy. I was not in Quebec at the time, 
but, if I had been here, I would have voted against that 'Bill, because it extended the 
facilities for establishing Separate ,Schools. It had, however, this good feature, that It 
was accepted by the Roman Catholic Authorities, and carried through par1iament as 
a final compromise of the question in Upper ICanada. When, therefore, it was proposed 
that a provision should be inserted in the Confederation scheme to bind that compact 
of 1863, and declare it a final settlement, so that we should not be compelled, as we have 
been since 1849, to stand constantly to our arms, awaiting fresh attacks upon our 
Common School System, the proposiHon seemed to me to be one that was not ra
IY to 
be rejected. I admit that from my point of view this is a blot on the scheme before 
the House; it is, confes,sedly, one of the concessions from our side that had to be made 
to secure this great measure of reform. But assuredly I, for one, have not the slightest 
hesitation in accepting it as a necessary condition of the scheme of union, and doubly 
acceptable must it be in the eyes of honourable Gentlemen opposite, who were the 
authors of the Separate .school Bill of 1863. But it was urged that although this 
arrangement might perhaps be fair as regards Upper Canada, it was not so as regards 
Lower Canada, for there were matters of which the British population have long com- 
plained, and some amendments to the existing School Act there were required to secure 
them equal justice. 'VeIl, when this point was raised in the Conference at Quebec, 
Gentlemen of all parties in Lower Canada at once ex.pressed themselves prepared to 
treat it in a frank and .conciliatory manner, with a view to removing any injustice 
that might be shown to exist; and, on this understanding, the educational clause was 
adopted by the Conference. I am further in favour of this scheme because It 
will bring to an end the sectional discord on the Separate School question 'between 
Upper and LQlWer Canada. It sweeps away the boundary line 'between the Provinces. so 
far as regards matters common to the whole people,-it places all on an equal level,- 
and the Members of the Federal Legislature will meet at last as citizens of a Common. 
Country. 
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THE HONOURABLE T. D. MOGEE, in the House of Assembly.-I have no doubt what- 
ever that with a good deal of moderation and a proper degree of firmness, all that the 
Protestant minority in Lower Canada can require. -by way of security to their Educa- 
tional System, will be cheerfully granted to them 'by this House. I, for one, as a Roman 
Catholic, will cordially second and support any suclt amendments. properly framed. I 
will merely add In rellation to an observation of my friend. (Honourable Mr. Brown). 
on the subject of the Roman Catholic ,Separate -Schools of Upper Canada. that I accepted 
for my own part. as a finality, the amended Act of 1863. I did so because it granted 
all the Petitioners asked, and I think they ought to be satisfied. I will be no party to 
the reopening of the question; but I say this, that If there are to be any special guar- 
antees or grants extended to the Protestant minority gf Lower Canada, I think the 
Catholic minority in Upper Canad'a ought to be placed In preCiÏsely the same pos,ition 
-neither better nor worse. . . . 


THE HONOURABLE .BILLA FLINT, in the Legislative CounciL-One thing in particular, 
I find, has not been spoken of by any Member on the floor of this House. I refer now 
to the Sixth clause of the Confederation Resolutions with reference to Education. Now. 
honourable Gentlemen, it strikes me it was d-ecidedly wrong on the part of the Delegates 
at that Conference. to place anything in reference to the education gf the people of 
Upper and iLower Canada In this scheme. I will give my reasons for It. and I think 
those reasons are good. I think it should 'be left fully and entirely to the people of 
Upper and Lower Canada to decide what is best with reference to this matter. We see 
already that both in Upper and Lower Canada each party is actively engaged endeavour- 
Ing to press upon the attention of both Houses of Parliament the necessity of granting 
them greater privileges than they already enjoy. They seem to be determined to have 
nothing less for their Roman Catholic education than a full staff of Officers, together 
with Model and Kormal Schools, and all the paraphernalia which attach to the pres-ent 
Common School System in each Province. That. which in Upper Canada was regarded 
as a finality in 'School matte-rs, is now scouted at. and the advocates of ISeparate Schools 
go so far as to insist upon having a College; and the object is no doubt to place them- 
selves in a position to be wholly independent of the proposed local Government of Upper 
Canada. So far as I am individually concerned. in reference to Schools, I would far 
rather that the School ,system was worked out in both Provinces on the principle of the 
Common Schools. I see no reason why, in any neighbourhood, a portion of the children 
should 'be sent to one description of School, and a portion of the children sent to another 
description of School. I believe it is wrong In principle, and that the children of our 
common Country should grow up together. and be educated together. In our Public 
Schools the-re is nothing which would have the effect of preventing any person from 
sending their children to them. These are my views in reference to .schools. I believe 
that the effect of giving exclusive rights to certain parties has had a tendency to weaken 
the good feelings which should subsist between all classes of the community, and which 
is now seen In the demand from both sections of the Province for different systems of 
education. 


THE HONOURABLE JAMES G. CURRIE, in the Legislative Council.-By the 6th Sub- 
section of the Confederation Resolutions the local Legislatures of each Province are to 
have the control of .. Education," .. saving the rights and privileges which the Protestant 
or Catholic minority in both Canadas may possess-," as to their Denominational Schools 
.. at the time when the union goes into operation." I do not know whether the repre- 
sentation!! which have been made in some portions of the Country are correct-that 
under this Section the Roman Catholics would be entitled to no more Schools than they 
have at the time of the pas,slng of the Act. Will the Commissioner of Public Works 
please explain? 


THE HONOURABLE ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, in the Legislative Council.-By this Section 
of the Resolution it is affirmed that the principle of action, with reference to those 
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Schools which may be In existence at the time the Confederation takes effect shall 
continue In operation. 


THE HONOURABLE JAMES G. CURRY, In the Legislative Councll.-But Suppose no 
alteration Is made In the Common School Law of Upper Canada.-and. as I understand, 
none is promised,-would the Roman Cathollcs be entitled to estaf})1ish more ,Separate 
Schools? 
THE HONOURABLE ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, In the Legis.lative Counell.-The present 
Act would continue to operate, and the Honourable Gentleman knows what are the 
rights of Roman Catholic Schools under that Act. . . . 
THE HONOURABLE LUTHER H. HOLTON, In the House of Assembly.--'Before the debate 
Is resumed. I would enquire whether it is the purpose of the Government to bring down 
the promised lMeasure on the subject of Education In Lower Canada before the House 
Is Invited to pass finally the scheme of Confederation. now under discussion? I need not 
say to Honourable Gentlemen that this Is a matter which Is regarded with a great deal 
of interest by a very large portion of the people of Lower Canada; and I think that 
before my honourable friend for Montreal Centre, (the Honourable John Rose). pro- 
ceeds to take part In this debate the position of the Government upon that question 
should be clearly defined. . 
 . 
THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEY-GENERAL CARTIER, in the House of Assembly.-The ques- 
tion has already been answered, but the Government are ready to answer it again. If 
the honouorable Gentleman so desires. 


THE HONOURABLE LUTHER H. HOLTON, In the House of AssemblY.-Will my honour- 
able friend allow me to interrupt him? Perhaps It would be wen, while he Is asking 
questions of the Government, to ellcit an answer to the question I have put once, or 
twice, touching the proposed measure of the Administration on the suf})ject of Education 
in Lower Canada, as it affects the English-speaklng minority. Perhaps he will ascertain 
whether it will be submitted to the House before the final passing of the Confederation 
scheme. 
THE HONOURABLE JOHN ROSE, in the House of Assembly.-Now, Sir, I come to the 
question adverted to by the honourable Member for Chatteauguay. in reference to the 
educational .l\Ieasure relating to Lower Canada which the Government has promised to 
bring down to the House. I believe this is the first time almost in the history of Lower 
Canada,-and I call the attention of my honourable friends from Upper Canada to. the 
fact,-that the
e has not been any excitement, or movement, or agitation, on the part of 
the English Protestant population of Lower Canada in reference to the Common School 
question. It is the first time in the history of the Country that there has been any 
serious apprehension aroused amongst them regarding the elementary education of 
their children. I am not aware that there has ever been any attempt in Lower Canada 
to deprive the minority of their just rights In respect to the education of their youth. 
I do not state this simply as my own opinion, or as the result of observation which I 
have made alone. I have received Letters from those who have been cognizant of the 
Educational System In Lower Canada for many years, confirmatory of this In the 
strongest degree. It was also observed and commented upon by the three Commissioners 
who came out from England to this Country In 1837, and who, In their Report to the 
Home Government. said it was one of the most remarkable circumstances that came 
under their notice, that they found two races, !;'peaking different languages, and holding 
dltrerent Religious opinions, living together In harmony and having no dltrerence, or 111- 
feeIlng, in respect to the education of their children. Now we, the English Protestant 
minority of Lower Canada, cannot forget that, whatever right of separate education we 
have, It was accorded to us In the most unrestricted way, before the Union of the two 
Provinces In 1840, when we were In a minority and entirely in the hands of the French 
population. We cannot forget that In no way was there any attempt to prevent UI 
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educating o.ur children in the manner we saw fit and deemed best; and I wo.uld be untrue 
to. what is just if I fo.rgo.t to. state that the distributio.n o.f State Funds fo.r educatio.nal 
purpo.ses was made in such a way as to. cause no. co.mplaint on the part o.f the mino.rity. 
I believe we have always had o.ur fair share o.f the Public Grants, in so. far as the French 
element co.uld co.ntro.l them, and no.t o.nly the liberty, but every facility fo.r the estab- 
lishment o.f ,Separate Dissentient Scho.o]s wherever they were deemed desirable. A 
single perso.n has the right, under the law, o.f establishing a Dissentient Schüo.l, and 
'Obtaining a fair share o.f the Educatio.nal Grant, if he can gather to.gether fifteen chil- 
dren who. desire instructio.n in it. No.w we canno.t fo.rget that, in the past, this liberality 
has been sho.wn to. us, and that whatever we desired o.f the French majo.rity in respect 
to. educatiün they were, if it was at all reaso.nable, willing to co.ncede. \Ve have thus 
.,n this, also., the guarantee o.f the past that no.thing will be done in the future unduly 
to interfere with o.ur ,rights and interests as regards educatio.n, and I believe that every- 
thing we desire will be as freely given by the Lo.cal Legislature as it was before the 
Unio.n o.f the Canadas. But fro.m whence co.mes the practical difficulty of dealing with 
the questio.n at the present mo.ment? \Ve sho.uld no.t fo.rget that it do.es no.t co.me fro.m 
o.ur French-Canadian brethren in Lo.wer Canada, but that it arises in this way,-and I 
speak as o.ne who. has watched the co.urse o.f events and the o.pinio.n o.f the Co.untry 
upo.n the subject,-that the Pro.testant majo.rity in Upper Canada are indispo.sed to' 
disturb the settlement made a co.uple o.f years ago. with regard to. Separate Scho.o.ls, and 
rather to. ho.pe that the French majo.rity in Lo.wer Canada s,ho.uld co.ncede to. the English 
Pro.testant mino.rity there nDthing mo.re than is given to. the mino.rity in the o.ther 
sectio.n o.f the Province. But still it must be conceded that there are certain points 
where the present Educatio.nal System demands mo.dificatio.n-po.ints in which the Eng- 
lish Pro.testant mino.rity o.f Lo.wer Canada expect a mo.dificatio.n. I wo.uld ask my 
ho.no.urable friend, the Atto.rney-General East, whether the System o.f Educatio.n, which 
is in fo.rce in Lo.wer Canada at the time o.f the fo.rthcDming pro.clamatio.n in regard tD 
Co.nfederatio.n, is to. remain, and be the 'System o.f Educatio.n fo.r all time to co.me; and 
whatever rights are given to. either o.f the Religio.us sectio.ns shall co.ntinue to. be guar- 
anteed to. them? We are called upo.n to. vo.te fo.r the Resolutio.ns in igno.rance, to. so.me 
extent, o.f the guarantees to. be given by subsequent legislatio.n, and, therefo.re, my 
ho.no.urable friend will no.t take it amiss if I po.int o.ut to. him where the Pro.testant 
mino.rity desire a change, with a view o.f aSicertaining ho.w far the Go.vernment is dis- 
po.sed to. meet their views by co.ming do.wn with a Measure in which these changes may 
be embo.died. The first thing I wish to. mentio.n has caus'ed a go.o.d deal o.f difficulty 
in o.ur present System, and that is, whether no.n-reSiident pro.prieto.rs shall have the 
same right o.f designating the class o.f Scho.ols to. which their taxes shall be given as 
have actual residents. That is 'One point-whether a perso.n living o.ut o.f the Scho.o.l 
district, o.r To.wnships, shall no.t have the same privilege o.f saying that his taxes shall 
be given to. a Dissentient Scho.o.l, as if he resided upo.n the pro.perty. A seco.na point 
is with reference to. Taxes o.n the property in inco.rpo.rated co.mpanies. As it is no.w, 
such Taxes go. in a manner which is no.t co.nsidered satisfacto.ry to. the mino.rity o.f 
Lo.wer Canada. \Vhat I desire to. ascertain is, whether some equitable pro.visiDn will ,be 
made, enabling the Taxes o.n such pro.perty to. be distributed in so.me way mo.re satis- 
factory to. the Taxpayers o.r Co.mpanies paying 'Taxes-perhaps in the same way that 
the Go.vernment Grant is. So.me have urged that it sho.uld be left to. the Directo.rs o.f 
such Co.mpanies to. indicate the Schoo.ls t'O which such Taxes should be given, while 
o.thers think that each individual Shareho.lder o.f the Co.mpany sho.uld bave the right tD 
say ho.w the Taxes o.n his pro.perty sho.uld be applied. I am inclined to. think the latter 
metho.d wo.uld be fo.und utterly impracticable. I co.nfess it is an extreme view, and I do. 
nDt think we co.uld expect that. But I do think there 'Ought tD be so.me mo.re equitable 
way o.f appro.priating the Taxes o.n such pro.perty. These are two. po.ints o.f perhaps 
inferio.r impo.rtance to. the third, and that is, whether a mo.re direct co.ntro.l o.ver the 
administratio.n and management of the Dissentient Scho.o.ls in Lower Canada will no.t 
be given tD the Pro.testant mino.rity; whether, in fact, they wtlI no.t be left, in some 
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measure, to themselves. I am quite well aware that this is a question that concerns 
both Roman Catholics and Protestants, for I believe that about one-third of the Dis- 
sentient Schools are Roman Catholic Schools. 


THE HONOURABLE MR. HOLTON.-Dissentient, on account of language. 
THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEY-GENERAL CARTIER.-'Vell, not on account of language; 
there is no difficulty on account of that. 


THE HONOURABLE JOHN ROSE.
The question .relates to all Dissentient Schools, from 
whatever cause they may have been led to dissent. The remedy can be made to apply 
equally to all. I do not ask what precise ;Measure will be brought down, but I do think 
the Protestant Taxpayers ought to have more control than they now possess. 


THE ATTORNEy-GENERAL CARTIER.-:r\OW with regard to the third enquiry, I am ready 
also to answer my honourable friend from Montreal Centre, that it is the intention of 
the Government that in the proposed law there will .be a provision that wil] secure to 
the Protestant minority in Lower Canada such management and control over their Dis- 
sentient Schools as will satisfy them. Now with regard to my honourable friend from 
Chateauguay, (Mr. Holton), who said that there were Dissentient Schools on account 
of language. 


THE HONOURABLE LUTHER H. HOLToN.-The honourable Gentleman must have mis- 
understood what I said. The honourable iVlember from 
Iontrea} Centre, (Mr. Rose), was 
saying that there were Dissentient Schools on account of Religion. I merely suggested 
that there might be Dissentient Schools on account of language. There was nothing 
in the law to prevent it. There might be Roman Catholic Di!:!sentient Schools in Muni- 
cipalities where the majority of the People were Protestant. 


THE HOXO'URABLE ATTORNEy-GE
ERAL CARTIER.-The honourable Member for Chateau- 
guay, (Holton), has the laws of Lower Canada in his possession. Well, he will not 
find there is any such thing as Roman Catholic, or Protestant, Schools mentioned. What 
are termed in Upper Canada "Separate Schools," come under the appropriate words, in 
Lower Canada, of "Dissentient Schools." It is stated that where the majority is of 
either Religion, the Dissentient minority,-either Roman Catholic or Protestant,-have 
the right to establish Dissentient Schools. In the Cities the majority, being Roman 
Catholics, the Dissentient Schools are Protestant, but in the Townships the majority Is 
sometimes Protestant, and then the Dissentient Schools are Roman Catholic. 
MR. J. H. POPE.-What will be the provision made, where the population is pretty 
sparse, as in some parts of my County? "ïll you allow the minority of one Township 
to join with a neighbouring Township for the purpose of establishing a Dissentient 
School? 


THE HO
OL'RABLE ATTORNEy-GENERAL CARTIER.-Yes. There will be a provision 
enabling the minority to join with their friends In a contiguous Municipality, in order 
to make up the requisite number. 


7:n:E HO
OURABLE JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD, In the House of Assembly.-While 
the Government is in a communicative mood, I think it is of some importance that we 
should know whether It is the intention of the Government to extend the same rights 
and privileges to the Roman Catholic minority of Upper Canada that are to be given 
to the Protestants of Lower Canada. 


THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEy..QENERAL CARTIEB.-I cannot do my own work and the 
work of others. The Honourable Attorney-General for Upper Canada is not present, 
but I have no doubt that, on some future occasion, he will be able to answer my honour- 
able friend from Cornwall. 
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THE HONOURABLE JOHN SANDFIELD IMAcDONALD.-In the absence of the Honourable 
Attorney-General West, perhaps the Honourable President of the Council, (,Mr. George 
Brown), will be kind enough to give us the desired information. 


THE HONOURABLE GEORGE BRoWN.-1f my honourable friend wants an answer from 
me, I can only say that the provisions of the Common School ,Bill relating to Upper 
Canada have not yet been considered by the Government. .As soon as a Bill is framed 
there will be no delay in laying it before the House. 


THE HONOURABLE CHARLES ALLEYN.-I sincerely hope that the Government may feel 
disposed to grant to the Roman Catholics of Upper Canada the same privileges they 
have just promised to the Protestants of Lower Canada. 


THE HONOURABLE JOHN ROsE.-The manner and spirit in which the Government have 
given ex,planations on the subject ought to be satisfactory to the people of Lower Canada 
of the p.r()testant Religion. The liberal manner In which they have dealt with them in 
the past gives us every reason to be convinced that we will receive justice. I have no 
hesitation in saying that I have full confidence that the Lower Canada section of the 
Administration will deal with us in a fair and liberal spirit. I have confidence in my 
honourable friend, the Minister of Finance, (Mr. Galt), and .my honourable friend, the 
Attorney-General East, (Mr. Cartier), and I am glad to learn that he will give all proper 
consideration to that financial question, and deal with the distribution of the Assessment 
of commercial companies in a satisfactory manner. I hope the IMinister of Finance, 
(Mr. Galt), will be disposed to go further, and deal in a similar spirit with the eñdow- 
ment of Colleges. 


THE HONOURABLE LUTHER H. HOLToN.-Bring the pressure to bear, and you will get 
It. Now is the time, before the Confederation scheme comes to a vote. 


TilE HONOURABLE JOHN ROSE.-'Vell, it happens that my honourable friend from 
Chateauguay, (Mr. Holton), and myself hold very dissimilar views respecting the im- 
portance of Confederation. If I were disposed to follow such tactics, I might possibly 
profit by his advice. But I am Inclined to overlook a great many things, on which my 
honourable friend would hesitate, for the purpose of seeing so Important a measure 
carried out. While I have every confidence in the present Government, I feel that we 
may expect as much justice at the hands of the Lower Canada Lo
al Parliament as 
from any Government of United Canada that we ever had. We have never yet had 
occasion to appeal to the Protestant majority of Upper Canada for help; and, if we ever 
should deem it prO\Per to do so, I have no reason to believe that we should receive more 
attention than our wants received at the hands of the Roman Catholic majority of 
Lower 'Canada. Now, sir, so far as the three questions to which I have made allusion 
are concerned-the apprehensions of being shut out from the General Government, 
being handed over to the French in the Local Parliament of Lower Canada, and our 
educational rights being interfered wlth-I feel every assurance that the spirit of the 
answers just given will be carried out. 
THE HONOURABLE JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD.- And there is another point 
on which, as yet, we have had no Information beyond what was given to-night, when 
the honourable member for South Oxford, (Mr. Brown), answered me In his curt way. 
The Government may as well, at an early date,-(I mean the portion ()f the Government 
who will have to speak for Upper Canada, and who are especially responsible for the 
acts of the Administration, with reference to that section of the Province) ,-
ive their 
attention to this question-how far the Roman Catholics of Upper Canada are to be 
placed in the position of maintaining their Schools añd claiming their portion of the 
Public Funds, and enjoying, generally, the same privileges which are to be enjoyed, 
according to the declaration of the Honourable Attorney-General East, (Mr. Cartier), 
by the Protestant.s of Lower 'Canada. I express no opinion at this time as to the pro- 
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priety of the demand'S made by the Protestants of Lower Canada, or as to what I shall be 
prepared to do when that question comes up. Nor do I express now any opinion as to 
the propriety of giving to the Roman Catholics of Upper Canada more rights than they 
have. tBut I say the Government ought to address themselves at once to the question, 
whether they are to make the same provision for the Roman Catholics of "Upper Canada 
as for the Protestants of Lower Canada. This is a matter which comes home to the 
feelings of the Roman CathoUcs of Upper Canada, and they have here at this moment 
Delegates to express their opinions. No doubt, to enforce what they conceive to be their 
own rights, they wllI use as a lever the tproposltlon to extend to the Protestants of 
Lower Canada the privileges which they claim as their due. And depend upon it, that 
when the time comes for the p.rotestants of Lower Canada to ask what they assert to 
be their rights, they wllI be expected to stand up also for the Roman Catholics of Upper 
Canada, and to deal out to them the same justice which they expect the Roman Catholics 
of Lower Canada to extend to them. 


THE HONOURABLE GEORGE BROWN.--t.'1Idy honourable friend, (Mr. J. S. Macdonald), 
from Cornwall does not, of course, agree himself with the views he Is now urging. I 
think he ought to wait until the .partles he speaks for ask him to express tbeir views. 
or allow them to get, as tbelr advocate, one who does sbare their views. He surely doe. 
not want to urge views upon us in which be does not sympatblze bimself. 


THE HONOURABLE JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD.-Is my bonourable friend, Mr. Brown, 
Ignorant of tbe Resolutions wblch bave been passed by the Roman Catbollcs of Upper 
Canada? Is be ignorant that Vicar-General McDonnell, of Kingston, is bere, at the 
Palace, to give effect to them? And does be say that, whatever opinions I may entertain 
on the question, I must not presume to as,k the Government to state their Intentions 
In regard to It? Their answer should not be delayed on the !plea set up by the Presidpnt 
of the Council, (Mr. Brown), that they are to consider the matter. It Is a mattpr 
worthy of consideration, and I press It on the attention of the Government, In order 
that they may be prepared, for it must come. 


THE HONOURABLE ALEXANDER MACKENZIE.-What must come? 


THE HONOURABLE JOHN SANDFIELD IMACDONALD.-The question must be brought up 
In this House. 
THE HONOURABLE GEORGE BRoWN.-Well, bring It up. 
THE HONOURABLE JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD.-I want the Gentlemen on the 
Treasury benches, when the question is brought up, and put to them, to .be prepared to 
say what they are to do with reference to the Roman Catholic minority of Upper Canalla, 
a.s the Attorney-General East, (Mr. Cartier), has manfully stated what he will do for 
the Protestant minority of Lower Canada. I have never come to this House to act B4 
the champion of any Religious Sect. I have come to do justice to all parties, and I clai m 
that we are entitled to understand, when it Is Intended to make distinctions for the 
benefit of the minority in one section of the Province, whether similar distinctions are 
to be made also for the benefit of the minority in the other section. . . . 
THE HONOURABLE JOSEPH CAUCHON, In the House of Assembly.-The honourahle 
member for Hochelaga, (Mr. A. A. Dorion), has declared that he was wiIllng to accord 
to the Protestants the guarantees of protection which they sought for the education of 
their children; but in this he has been forestalled by the Quebec Conference, and hy 
the unanimous sentiment of the Roman Catholic population of Lower Canada. If the 
present School Law be insufficient, let it be changed. Justice demands that the 
Protestant minority of Lower Canada shall be protected in the Bame manner as the 
Roman Catholic minority of Uipper Canada, and that the rights acquired by tbe one .nd 
the other shall not be assailed, either by the Federal Parliament or the local Leg1. 
latllres. 
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MR. AQUILA WALSH, in the House of Assembly.-There are two, or three, questions 
in connection with these Resolutions upon which I desire to offer a few remarks. One 
of them is that of Education. We have already had, in the course of this discussion, a 
good deal said on this'subject. I would simply say, as one of tho8'e who gave effect, -by 
my vote, to the present Separate School law of Upper Canada, that in doing so I believed 
that I was according to the minority of one section of the 'Province what I conceived 
the minority of the other sectíon were entitled to,-thus doing justice to all. It gives 
me, therefore, great satisfaction to observe the recognition in these Resolutions of the 
principle that the rights of the minorities in each section, with respect to educational 
facilities, should be guaranteed. I confess that, if I were living in Lower Canada, I 
should not feel that I was being justly treated in being called upon to contribute by 
taxation to the support of Schools to which I could not conscientiously send my children. 
I have the satisfaction of knowing that, after giving my vote upon the last 'Separate 
School Bill, and going back to my Constituents, they were fully satisfied with the 
explanation I gave them, and my action was endorsed 'by them. 


MR. JAMES LYONS BIGGAR, in the House of Assembly.-Another question that I found 
a little embarrassing in dealing with the scheme of Confederation was that of Separate 
Schools. The present honourable Solicitor-General for Canada 'Vest, (Mr. James Cock- 
burn), came into my Riding and vèry ingeniously told the peQple that I was responsible 
for the Separate School Bill of 1863 having been forced upon them, inasmuch as I had 
supported the general policy of the Government that had carried the Bill, although I 
had voted with the honourable Gentleman against the Bill in all its stages, from the 
beginning to the end. They were satisfied, however, when I told them that I was pre- 
pared to vote to rescind the amendments to the Separate School Bill, as introduced by 
Mr. R. W. Scott. Now, as these Resolutions propose to perpetuate Separate Schools i'll 
Upper Canada for all time to come, I feel that they would confiict with the pledges that 
I have made to the people, and I cannot support them. I was a little surprised to find 
the Honourable President of the Council, (Mr. George Brown), get up and say that he 
did not tear any of the evil results that might proceed from the present Separate School 
Bill. Was that the language of the honourable Gentleman in 1862? Was that the way 
the sub
ect had been treated in the columns of The Globe newspaper whe'll the Bill was 
being discussed In 1862 and 1863? Every Member of this House will remember how the 
thirteen Members were spoken of in The Globe, In 1862, for having had the courage to 
vote against the second reading of (Mr. R. W. Scott's Separate School Bill of that year, 
-when 95 Members of the House were willing to vote for its 'Second reading,-and, In 
1863, when the Bill of that year was being passed into law by the Macdonald-Sicotte 
Government,-how the Members were warned to ibe true <to their pledges, no matter 
what might become of the Government. Even Doctor Ryerson, tl;1e Chief 'Superintendent 
of Education for Upper Canada, who had devoted twenty years of the best of his life 
In perfecting a system of Education, was denounced in the columns of The Globe as a 
deserter of the best interests of Education: in Upper Canada for having consented to the 
amendments, as proposed, In iMr. IScOtt'S Separate School Bill. 


MR. WIILIAM FERGUSON, in the House of Assembly.-I am sorry, for instance, for 
one thlng,-1hat the clause relating to the general education of the people of this country 
was inserted in its present shape into the Confederation Resolutions. I am sorry the 
Separate School ISystem Is to be retained for Upper Canada. I am sorry that bone of 
contention Is to be incorporated Into the permanent Constitution of this Country. 
Though 52,000 Roman Catholic children in Upper Canada attended School In 1863, no 
more than 15,000 of them ever availed themselves of the Separate ISchools. 


A VOICE.-You are wrong. 


MR. FERGUBON.-No, I beg the honourable gentleman's pardon, I am not wrong. I 
take the figures of the Chief Superintendent of Education, Dr. Ryerson. And, of my 
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own knowledge, in places where Separate Schools have 'been established, and are still 
existing, the Roman Catholics have grown weary of them; and I am satisfied that they 
would now be willing that their children should get their education along with the 
children of the rest of the community, without any fear that their respect for their own 
Religion would be interfered with, or their consciences injured. I trust the day will 
come when they will take the right view of it, and that the question with them with 
reference to Education may be-not what Church they belong to, but how their children 
may receive the best education and grow up with other youth in peace and harmony. 
I regret that the subject is mentioned in these Resolutions. 


THE HONOGRABLE JOHN SANDFIELD MAcDoNALD.-I rise for the mere purpose of put- 
ting my Amendment on record, for I do feel that the views I am about to express, and 
which I have ever held since I have been a Member of this House, may not commend 
themselves to any considerable number of honourable IMembers. I have no desire that 
the rights of the Roman Catholic minority of Upper Canada shall be abridged, nor that 
the rights and privileges of any other Denomination shall be interfered with, in any 
respect. But I wish honourable Members to bear in mind that the experience we have 
had in this country,-not to allude to that of the neighbouring States,-proves that a 
denial of the right of the majority to legislate on any given matter has always led to 
grave consequences. I need only mention the Clergy Reserve Question. This, it must 
be recollected, was forbidden to be legislated upon 'by the Union Act of 1840; yet it was 
the 
J.Use of fierce strife and agitation for many years. The original Constitution of the 
United States prohibited the question of Slavery from being interfered with by Congress; 
yet an agitation for its suppression was early commenced, and was at last t.õrminated 
in civil war. The agitation of the Clergy Reserve Question produced a Rebellion in 
Upper Canada. I say, Sir, that by making a constitutional restriction in respect to the 
Schools of the minority we are sowing the seeds from which will, in the end, arise a 
serious conflict, unless the Constitution be amended. The minorii"y will be quite safe on 
a question relating to their faith and their education in a Colony under the sway of 
the British Crown; but, if you expressly withdraw that question from the control of the 
majority, the rights of the minority will not be safe in either section of the Province, if 
you distrust the action of the majority. It is our duty, Sir, to see that a question which 
affects us so dearly as the education of our children,-a question which has before now 
created no little excitement in Upper Canada,-shall not be withdrawn from the manage- 
ment of the Local Legislature. We ought not to deprive them of a power, which they 
will want to exercise, just because they are deprived of it, and provoke a desire on their 
part to alter the system. You may rely upon it. other Religious Bodies will be sure to 
protest against any particular Creed having special rights, or an exclusive monopoly 
of certain privileges, whatever they may be. I should be astoni!3hed if anyone in this 
House would say, either to the Protestant minority in Lower Canada, or to the Roman 
Catholic minority in Upper Canada,-" You are not to trust to the justice of the 
majority." Have they ever known a Country where the majority did not control affairs, 
and where the minority had not to submit? !Does not the majority rule, and the minority 
submit, in England and in France? I have never heard of any State where this was 
not the case. The minority is safe against undue encroachment on its rights, ana I am 
willing to trust to the sense of justice of the majority in Upper Canada to preserve the 
Religious and educational liberties of the Roman Catholics of Upper Canada. I am now 
getting somewhat advanced in years, and I am the more anxious to put my opinions on 
record because, before long, I shall have the satisfaction of saying-although, perhaps, not 
on the floor of this House-- that I protested against Resolutions intended to prevent the 
free expression of opinion by the majority of the .people of Upper Canada, and the exer- 
cise of a power which ought to 'be entrusted to them. My Amendment is:- 
.. That the fOllowing words be added to the original Motion: · And that it be an 
instruction to the said Committee to consider whether any constitutional restriction, 
which shall exclude from the .Local Legislature of Upper Canada the entire control an" 
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direction of Education, subject only to the approval, or disapproval, of the general 
Parliament, is not calculated to create widespread dissatisfaction, and tend to foster and 
create jealousy and strife between the various Religious Bodies in that section of the 
Province.' .. 


If honourable Gentlemen think they are going to silence the bitter feelings which 
have been engendered in Upper Canada in consequence of the attempt to make per- 
manent a certain System of 'Education, they are much mistaken; and I desire to have 
the expression of the opinion of the Members of this House on the subject; whether 
they think that the restriction in the proposed Constitution I have mentioned is calcu- 
lated to bring about harmony, and whether it is not 'better to let the Roman -Catholics 
of Upper Canada and the Protestants of Lower Canada protect themselves, or rather 
trust for protection to the sense of justice of their fellow-subjects. 


l:\iR. ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, in the House of Assembly.-Having already voted for 
the whole of these Resolutions, as part of the scheme of Confederation, I cannot have 
any hesitation in voUng against the Amendment; but, in doing so, I desire to explain 
my position. If the honourable Member for Cornwall, (Mr. J. S. Macdonald), had shown 
the same zeal against the 'Separate School System when he had the power to prevent 
legislation on that subject, he would have saved himself, and the party which kept him 
in power, some trouble. It seems curious that he, who was so anxious to promote the 
Separate School System then, should now be anxious in quite another direction. This 
can only be done for the purpose of party strife, to put as many of us, Upper Canadians, 
as he can in a false position; ,but I can only tell him that I, having struggled as much 
as anyone to prevent legislation tending to break up our Common School System, and 
having found my efforts utterly ineffectual, do not see that our position would be any 
worse if the Resolutions are carried into law. I fÇ>rmerly stated that I thought the 
Separate School System would not prove very disastrous if it went no further. I do not 
now think that these ,Schools will do much harm, if they remain in the same position as 
they are at present, and, therefore, although I am against the Separate School System, 
I am willing to accept this Confederation -Scheme, even although it perpetuates a small 
nnmber of Separate ISchools. Under the present legislative union we are powerless in 
any movement for the abrogation of the Separate School System; it is even very doubt- 
ful if we could resist the demands for its extension. We will not be in any worse 
position under the new Confederation system, and, in one respect, we will have a decided 
advantage, in that no further change can be made by the Separate School advocates. 
We will thus substitute certainty for uncertainty. 1 deeply regret that the honourable 
Member for Cornwall should have thought it necessary for any purpose to move this 
Resolution. 


The Honouraible J. 'S. ,Macdonald's Amendment was then negatived on the following 
division:-Yeas, 8; Nays, 95. 
,Mr. F. IBourassa then moved in amendment:- 
.. That the fOllowing words be added to the original Motion :-' And that it be an 
instruction to the said Committee to provide that the Roman Catholic minority of 
Upper Canada be placed on the f!!ame footing as the Protestant minority of Lower 
Canada, under the local governments of the Confederation of the Provinces of British 
North America.''' 


This was also negatived on the following division:-Yeas, 20; Nays, 85; and so 
the debate, in regard to the educational features of the Confederation Scheme, ended. 
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REMARKS ON THE NE"W SEPARATE SCHOOL AGITATION, BY THE 
CHIEF SUPERINTE:
DENT OF EDUCATION. 


SPECIAL NOTE.-Each successive Separate 'School Law agitation in Upper Canada, 
during fifteen years, has been commenced by attacks upon the Education Department 
and Separate School Law for the time being. On another renewal of these attacks and 
agitations I have ,felt it due to the ,Supporters of our S<:hool System to furnish at once 
materials for refuting the statements put forth for showing the unreason8lbleness of 
the demands made, and to suggest the only true course of further legislation on the 
subject, if further be required... 


Aiter dealing specially with the statement of the Oanadian Freeman and Mr. 
James O'Reilly on the Separate School Question, Doctor Ryerson proceeds to deal 
with the swbjects generally as follows:- 
I affirm that the passage of the Separate School Act of 1863 was an honourable 

ompact, between all parties concerned, for the final settlement of that question; and 
the renewed agitation of it, in less than two years, is not only a violation of that com- 
pact, but a warning to the people of Upper Canada that if they are compelled again to 
legislate on the subject their peace and the safety of their institutions will require 
them to sweep the last vestiges of Separate School law from their Statute Books, and 
place all Religious Persuasions In the same relation of equality to their Schools 81 
exists in the New England States, and in the neighbouring State of New York. 
The Freeman, indeed, affirms that .. from the first moment the Bill of 1863 was 
introduced we protested against it, as an insult to the Catholics of Upper Canada." But 
The Preeman does not add, that when The Globe newspaper quoted his sayings as those 
of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Toronto, his Lordship caused the following note to be 
written to the Editor of The Globe, and which was pUblished in it on the 23rd of March, 
1863:- 


.. In your issue of this morning you state that the Canadian Freeman Is the regu- 
larly authorized organ of the Bishop of Toronto, Doctor Lynch. 
.. His Lordship wishes it to be understood that he has no official organ. He wishes 
me also to state that, as far as he knows the sentiments of his Right Reverend brethl"\3n, 
the Catholic Bishops of Upper Canada, and of the Catholics generally, they are qu!te 
satisfied with Mr. Scott's Separate School Bill. 


.. GEORGE NORTHGRAVES, Rector 01 St. Michael's Cathedral. 
.. TORONTO, 20th March, 1863." 


I have become accustomed to respect the Right Reverend Doctor Lynch, like the 
late lamented Bishop Power, as a just and honourable man; and I have hoped to be able 
in future years, as I have the last two years, to act cordially with him In all School 
matters. I have not yet heard that his Lordship, or any Roman Catholic Prelate In 
Upper Canada, has authorized this new agitation, and I shall be mu<:h surprised and 
disappointed to learn that such has been the case in any instance. 
I have first a few words to say on the alleged cause of this new Separate School 
agitation. 
The School Act on which our present School System Is based was passed in 1859, 
but Separate Schools have been allowed since 1841. Dissatisfaction and agitation arose 


-ThIs I deem to be more necessary just now as a formal agitation for the extension of 
the Roman CathoUc Separate School system has been Inaugurated in varIous parts of Upper 
Canada. Already Influential Meetings of Roman CathoUcs, to promote thIs object. have 
been held In Toronto, Kingston, ottawa, Perth, and other Important Towns, and Resolutions 
of a more sweeping character than usual passed unanimously. 
IV.-4 



34 


DOCc.
IEXTS ILLrSTRATIYE OF EDUCATIO
 IN ONTARIO. 


on account of the restrictive interpretation given by the Superior Judges as to the 
provisions of the Act of 18f:iO, respecting the establishment of Separate Schools in Cities 
and Towns. In 1851, (on my return from England), I met the then Roman CathoUc 
Bishop of Toronto and a Vicar-General, and proposed the draft of a short Bill which 
they approved, with many thanks, and which was passed by the Legislature. But in a 
short time a new Separate School agitation was commenced, accompanied by much 
discussion, and the Separate School Act of 185,5 was the result, declared by The Freeman 
and other parties to be the death knell of our Common School System, and a new and 
glorious era of Separate Schools. But the Common School System lived in unimpaired 
health, and advanced with accelerated power, while the Separate Schools remained 
nearly as few, as far between, and as feeble as they were before 1855. Dissatisfaction 
on the part of the advocates of Separate Schools again arose, and the Separate School 
Law of 1855, (prepared and introduced into the Legislature by the Representatives of 
the Roman Catholic Church), was denounced, like its predecessor, 80S .. a sham and a 
fraud." A new Separate School Bill was introduced in 1860, by Mr. R. W. Scott, of 
Ottawa, and pressed again with modifications in 1861, in 1862, and in 1863, when the 
present Separate School Law was passed, and accepted on the part of the Authorities 
of the Roman Catholic Church as a final settlement of the question. But in less than 
two years the old agitation is recommenced, and the old terms of denunciation against 
the Separate School Law and the Chief Superintendent are again employed and set to 
work in the service of a fresh agitation. 
Such is a glimpse of the .Separate School agitation in Upper Canada during nearly 
half of d. human life. Now can it be that acute Ecclesiastics, and learned Lawyers, 
and able Statesmen of the Roman Catholic Church have been deceived thus time after 
time as to the Import and character of laws which they themsel,ves framed and advo- 
cated? Or is there not a chronic and inherent weakness in the very condition of Sep- 
arate Schools which renders them sickly and stunts their growth in comparison with 
that of Public Schools, and which no law compatible with free go.vernment and the 
rights of man can remedy? I can truly say, beyond the power of successful contradic- 
tion, that I have sOlI
ht to the utmost to J?;ive the most liberal application and the fullest 
effect of these successive Separate ,School Acts, as I have a deep sympathy with the 
Roman Catholic people, and have endeavoured to do to them as I would be done by, 
and lo aid them all in my power in their educational efforts-deeply sensible, as I am, 
from year to year, that, with the incubus of Separate Schools upon them, Roman 
CathoJics labour under great disadvantages in comparison with their neighbours and 
fellow-citizens of other Religious Persuasions. 
Now the alternatives before the pubUc of Upper Canada are: either to live in this 
state of civil turmoil, or grant the further legislation demanded, or to aòoU,;;h the 
Separate School law altogether. 
As to the second of these alternatives, I am prepared to show before any Committee 
or Tribunal that the Separate School Act of 1863 contains all the provisions in behalf 
of Trustees and Supporters of Separate Schools, that the Common ,school Act does In 
hehalf of the Trustees and Supporters of Common Schools, (and several additional 
ones, as shown above), with two exceptions:-l. The lSupporters of Common Schools 
have to provide bv assessment a sum equal to the Legislative School Grant, in order to 
be entitled to it. The law formerly required the same condition on the part of the 
8upporters of Separate .schools, in order to their sharing in the Legislative School 
Grant; but they complained of it as a grievance, and the Separate School Acts of both 
1855 and 1863 relieved them of that condition. 2. The Trustees of -Common Schools, as 
also Trustees of Separate Schools, can levy and collect Rates from their supporters for 
aU School purposes; 'but, in addition, the former can can upon the Municipal Councils 
to levy Rates on their Supporters for them, while the latter cannot require the Municipal 
Council to levy and collect Rates of their 'Supporters, although they could at all times 
levy and collect such Rates themselves. The reason of this difference is, first, the School 
Law of Lower Canada took away in 1857, from Municipal Councils there, the power of 
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levying and collecting Rates in behalf of Dissentient, or Protestant, Schools; and, of 
course, the Upper Canada School Act of 1863 contained a corresponding provision in 
respe.ct to Se,paI"ate S'Chools. This, however, is of trifling importance on either side, as 
Trustees can Quite as well, through their own Collector, collect their School Rates, as 
to coUect them by the agency of tJhe 
Iuniciplal Council. -But the primary reaEon is, 
that on the principle of the declared separation of Church and State, the Municipalities, 
any more than the Legislature, cannot impose and collect Taxes for Church Schools, any 
more than they can impose and collect taxes for Church building, or Church Ministers 
of any kind. 
Separate Schools cannot be claimed upon any ground of right, as I have often shown 
in discussing the subject in former years. All that any citizen can claim as a right on 
this subject is equal and impartial protection with every other citizen. All that can 
be claimed, or granted, beyond this must be upon the ground of compact, or of exped- 
iency, or indulgence. I have ever regarded the existence of the Separate School pro- 
visions of the Law in the light of a compact, commencing with the Union af the Canadas; 
llnd, as such. I have endeavoured, in behalf of the public, to maintain it faithfully and 
liberally. 
I think no one will maintain that Separate ,Schools are expedient for the interests 
of the State. Kay, those interests are more, or less, injured by every act af class legis- 
lation, and its strength is weakened by every sectional division which its citizens have 
created by law. If it was a source of individual pride and of the strength of the State. 
in ancient days, for a man to say, "Romanus Sum,"-" I am a Roman"; so would it 
be now, under a legislation of equal rights and privileges, without the shadow of dis- 
tinction in regard to sect, or party, for a man to say, "I am a Canadian." For every 
man to feel that he stands in all respects upon equal ground of right and privilege with 
every other man in relation to the State and Law, must best contribute to the true 
interests and real strength of the State, and best respond to' the spirit and principles of 
free government.. 
He must be a narrow-minded and unpatriotic Protestant who would wish its 
Influence and power extended by the unnatural, though self-exclusion of any class af the 
community. 
But the chief injury of such isolation must fall upon the Roman Catholics them- 
selves. The injury to the State at large from such an unnatural division of its citizens 
in public institutions is small in comparison of the injury which the Authors of such 
division inflict upon the isolated community itself. From the comparative paucity of 
its resources, the Elementary Schools of such a community, except in a .few Cities and 
Towns, must necessarily be inferior to' the Schools in which the youth of the great 
majority of the population are educated.. Then the youth of these inferior Schools are 


-Mr. Hodgins, Deputy Superlontendent of Education for Upper Canada, has, at much paIns 
and labor, collected the statistics of Public Religious Instruction given to children in the 
City of Toronto;, and the Editor of "The Hamilton Spectator" has done the same In regard 
to the Religions of children In that City. These statistics are given In the current Feb- 
ruary number of the "Journal of Education" for Upper Canada, and prove conclusively 
thaf t'he ReligIous InstrucUon of youth in these two Cities. is as extensIve as theIr 
Common Schools Instruction; and that ReligIous Instruction beIng gIven by the resp,ectIve 
Pastors and Parents of the chIldren, Is, of course, much more thorough, practical and 
efficient, than any perfunctory Instruction given by a Day School Teacher, were It p<>ssible 
for hIm to give any specIally Religious Instruction at all, In connection with hIs other 
various teachIngs, durIng tJhe sIx hours out of the twenty-four of the five days of the week 
that the children are under hIs oversIght. 
.SInce the above was written, the followIng illustration of the accuracy of my remarks, 
even in rf:gard to a City, ts furnIshed by the followIng extract .of a letter from a Co
res- 
pOlldent of the Roman Catholic "True Witness," of Montreal. That Cor
spondJent, Writing 
from the City 01 London, C.W., respecting the Separate Schools in that CIty, say's:- 
.. Our Schools are well attended, but, I regret to 8ay, are not in such a stat-e of efflclency, 
as to compare altogether w1th the Common Schools. ThIs i.5 the only drawback to the 
present, or ultimate, success of our Schools,--a diffIculty whIch 
ust be met-bie-cause 
Indifference and neglect on thIs matter mIght lead to an entire repudIation of the Separate 
School System in Canada West, as practically unable to afford those facilitIec; and advan- 
tages in the matter of education whIch were held out as an Inducement to Its establl
hFen:i 
Seven years ago We were led to expect our Separate Schools would be at least equa on a 
respects to those from which we separated." 
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not only excluded from the advantages of the better Schools. (whose doors are open to 
all without the slightest interference with the Religious faith or feelings of any). but 
they are deprived of all those springs of mental development. activity and energy which 
arise from competition and emulation with the other youth of the land. Thus inferiority 
of mental culture and development is necessarily stamped upon the mass of the com- 
munity that is thus Isolated from the Public Schools of the Country. And the youtb 
who tbus grows up to manhood in a School of separation commences the battle of Ufe. 
not only with Inferior mental and social preparation. but comes forth into the arena of 
competition and enterprise estranged from, and a stranger to, the habits, views and 
associations of those witb whom bls pursuits and fortunes are linked. Is It surprising 
that a youth whose early energies and means of improvement are thus dwarfed by 
Isolation and inferior School instrucf'ion should, in the career of life. be distanced in 
every race of enterprise in business, profession and public ambition by his early more 
favoured rivals and competitors? 
So deeply impressed are many Roman Catholics with the irreparable injuries 
inflicted upon their children by taking them from the Public Schools. and Isolating and 
sending t.hem to inferior Separate .schools. that I bave known instances of their obeying 
authority so far as to return their names and give their su!bscriptions as Supporters of 
a Separate .school, and then send their children to the Public School. and pay a large 
Fee for the privilege of doing so,-a privllege which they bad forfeited by returning 
their names as Supporters of a Separate School; and, of the 504 Roman Catholic Teachers 
employed in the Schools in Upper Canada, only 171 of them are employed in Separate 
Schools, while 333 of them are employed In Public .schools,-the Schools denounced by 
The Freeman, Mr. O'Reilly, and otber ,Separate iSchool Agitators; and of the more than 
flfty
five thousand Roman Cathollc children taught In our Schools in 1863, upwards of 
forty thousand of them attended the Common. or Public. Schools. while but fifteeJl 
thousand attended the Separate Schools. 
The fact Is that the tendency of the publfc mind and of the Institutions of Upper 
Canada Is to confederation, and not to isolation,-to united effort, and not to divisions 
and hostile effort,-in what all have a common interest.. The efforts to establish and 
extend Separate Schools, although often energetic and made at great sacrifice, are a 
struggle against the instincts of Canadian socfety, against the necessities of a sparsely- 
:populated Country, against the social and poUtlcal present and future interests of the 
parents and youth ,separated from their fellow-citizens. 
If, therefore, the present 'Separate School Law is not to be maintained as a final 
settlement of the question, and if the ,Legislature finds it necessary to legislate on the 
Separate School Question again, I pray that It will abolish the Separate School Law 
altogether; and to this recommendation I am forced, after having long used my best 
efforts to maintain and give the fullest effect and most Uberal application to successive 
Separate School Acts, and after twenty years' experience and superintendence of our 
Common School System. 


TORONTO, February 15th, 1865. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


.The late Right Honourable Thomal!l Wyse, long a distinguished Roman CathoJic Mem- 
ber of Parliament and Educationist, and afterwards Her Majesty's MI>nlster to the Court 
of Greece, at Athens, wrote largely on the universal education of the Irish people, and in 
favor of mixed schools, as essential to Its attainment. In his great work On Educational 
Reform, he thus speaks of a system of separate, or denominational, schools, and of the 
kind of instruction given in them. He says: .. We grow Protestants, and we grow Catho- 
l1cs,'. .. and degrade Seminaries for the univers'al mind of the Country into rIval garrisons 
of faction.'. 
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CIRCULARS FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 
CN THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT LAW OF 1865. 


I. To THE '\VARDENS OF COUNTIES IN UPPER CANADA. 


I have the honour to send you herewith. for the information of the County Council 
over which you preside. a copy of the new Grammar School Improvement Act, by the 
provisions of which it will be seen that Cities, with one exception, are made Counties 
for Grammar School purposes; and the County Council will hereafter appoint oue-half 
of the Members of the Board of Trustees of any Grammar School situated in any 
Town, or Incorporated Village, and the Municipal Council of such Town, or Village, 
will appoint the other half of the Members of such Board. In regard to Grammar 
Schools not situated in any Town. or Incorporated Village, the new Act makes no change 
In the mode of appointing Trustees; the appointment of these Trustees still rests with 
the County Council. 
2. The great object of this Act is to make Grammar Schools what they were intended 
to be. and what they ought to be, namely: Intermediate Schools between the Common 
Schools and the University Colleges; to prepare these Pupils for matriculation into the 
University, who intend to acquire a University education; to impart to other Pupils 
the higher branches of an English education. including the elements of French, for those 
who intend to engage in the various pursuits of life without entering the University; 
and also to impart a special preparatory education to those who intend to become Sur- 
geons and Civil EnKineers. 
3. It is upon this broad basis, and with these comprehensive and Important objects 
in view, that the Programme of Studies and Regulations has been revised; and on these 
grounds they present strong claims to the liberal support of the Counties and Muni- 
cipalities where they are established-not, in any way, being the rivals of the Common 
Schools, nor permitted to do Common School work, but to perform a higher educational 
work of the greatest importance to the advancement of the Country, which can neither 
be done by the Common School on the one hand, nor by the college on the other. 
4. The progress, Institutions, Professions and Employments of our Country, together 
with the influx of many well-educated Persons from other Countries, render these Inter- 
mediate Schools an indispensable necessity if our native youth are to maintain their 
proper position in society, and If our Country is to maintain its rank in comparison 
with other educating and progressive Countries. But the Grammar .schools cannot 
accomplish the objects of their establishment without further aid in addition to that of 
the small Fund provided by the Legislature. No such ISchools ever did fulfil their mission 
by mere Fees of Pupils and a small Legislative Grant, without liberal local support, 
unless they had a large independent Endowment-which is not the case with the Gram- 
mar Schools of Upper Canada. The County Councils have, of late years, created a large 
number of Grammar Schools; and the authors of any offspring ought not to leave it to 
languish and starve for want of sUPDort. 
5. It appears from the Returns of 1864 that to 49 of the 101 Grammar Schools some 
Municipal aid had been granted last year; but the other 52 Grammar Schools have had no 
other resources than the Fees of Pupils and the Apportionment from the Grammar Scho
l 
Fund. It is not, therefore, surprising that 110 many of the Grammar Schools are little 
better than Common Schools, and some of them, both In accommodation and efficiency. 
inferior to the Common Schools in the same Town or Village. This ought not so to be. 
All reasonable men must admit that it is better to discontinue the Grammar Schools, 
where there are no materials for their operations and support, and concentrate joint 
Legislative and Municipal appropriations upon a smaller number of good Grammar 
Schools, than to dissipate these funds upon a large number of poor and needles!! Schools. 
In order to remedy this evil to some extent, it has been provided that no Grammar 
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School shall be entitled to share in the Grammar School Fund which has not proper 
accommodations provided for it, and an average attendance of at lea.st ten Pupils in one 
of the ILanguages, for teaching whiah that Fund was originally created; and the Sixth 
Section of the new Grammar School Improvement 
ct provides that .. No Grammar 
School shall be entitled to share in the Grammar School Fund unless a sum shall be 
provided from local sources, exclusive of Fees, equal at least to one-half the sum appor- 
tioned to such School, and expended for the same purposes as said Fund," namely, for 
the Salaries of Teachers. 
6. The Grammar - School Act does not say in what way the proportionate sum from 
"local sources" shall be provided; but I would suggest that, as the County Council 
appoints one-half of the Board of Trustees for the management of each Grammar School, 
the County Council should provide one-half of the sum required by law to be provided 
from "local sources" as a condition of sharing in the Fund. But a higher and broader 
ground for this suggestion is: not only that the Grammar School is a National School 
and the Country has a special interest in it, as has the Country at large, as evinced 
by the Legislative provisions for Grammar Schools, but a large number of Ratepayers 
in the country parts do not send their children to the Common Schools, but to the 
Grammar and other Srhools: yet their properties are largely assessed for providing 
Common School premise and for supporting Common Schools. It is but equitable, 
therefore, to these Ratepayers,-apart from other considerations,-that a small portion, 
at least, of the School Assessments in Counties should go to support the one or more 
County Grammar Schools. It is to be recollected tha
 the County School Assessment 
forms but a small part of the Assessments levied (by Municipal Councils and Trustees) 
in the County for School purposes; and it is only by the County Council granting some 
part of its Srhool Assessments in aid of Grammar Schools that it can do justice to those 
Ratepayers who have sent, or are sending, their children to the Grammar, and to othe-r 
than Common, Schools, yet have paid Assessments in all pa.st years for the support of 
Common Schools. Therefore, upon these personal grounds of equity between different 
classes of Ratepayers, as well as upon these broad, public and national grounds, I trust 
that your County Council will aid in doing for the few Grammar Schools what has been 
so long and liberally done by. all classes for the Common Schools. 
7. Relying upon your intelligent and liberal co-operation (which you have so nobly 
evinced in re
rd to the Common SCl1DOls), and anxious to tlhe utmost of my power .to 
facilitate the exertions of your Gramm.ar SChODI Tr'ustees, I wiLl make and pay the 
Apportionment for 1866 in aid of each Grammar School conducted according to law, 
without waiting for the payment of the proportionate sum required by law to be pro- 
vided from local sources. The vital principle of our Common School system, and the 
most potent element of its great success, is this co-operation between the Legislature 
and each Municipality in its support. Many Municipalities have far exceeded the 
required conditions of the law in making provision for Common Schools; I trust, by a 
similar intelligence and liberality in regard to the Grammar Schools, it will soon be 
your happiness to see them, equally with the Common Schools, fUlfilling their appropriate 
mission, and conferring inestimable blessings upon the Country. 


TORONTO, 9th November, 1865. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


II. To THE l\fAYOTIS OF TOWNS AND THE RE'EYES OF I
cORPOR \TED VILL_\GES IN 
UPPER CANADA. 


I have the honour to transmit you herewith, for the information of the Council 
over which YOU preside, a COpy of the new Grammar School Improvement Act of 1865, 
by the Second Section of which your Council will, hereafter, have the appointment of 
one-half the Members of the Board of Trustees for the Grammar School situated within 
your Municipality. Your 'County Council still retains the appointment of the other half 
{)f the Members. I enclose you herewith a copy of the Circular which I have addressed 
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to :rour County Council on this subject, and I beg to call the attention of your Council 
to the remarks contained in that Circular on the objects of the new Act, the relations 
and character of Grammar Schools, and the importance and obligations of providing for 
their support. 
2, The Sixth Section of the Act provides that U No Grammar School shall be 
entitled to share in the Grammar School Fund unless a sum shall be provided, from 
local sources, exclusive of fees, equal at least to half the sum apportioned to such School, 
and expended for the same purpose of said fund,"-namely, for the Salaries of Teachers, 
The Act does not prescribe any particular mode of providing this proportionate sum 
.. from local sources," but I have suggested that the County Council provide one-half 
of it, as that Council appoints one-half of the Members of the Board of Trustees; and 
I now take the liberty of suggesting that your Council, as it appoints the remaining 
3alf of the Members of the Board, should provide the other half of the sum required 
from local sources-that is, one-quarter of the sum which I shall apportion and pay to 
your Grammar School out of the fund provided by the Legislature for that purpose. 
Indeed, as the Grammar School is situated in your Municipality, the expenditure for 
its support takes place there, and the greater part of its advantages are there enjoyed; 
and, moreover, as the property of many of )'our Ratepayers, who send their children to 
the Grammar School, has long been taxed for your Common School purposes, I hope that 
your Council will, upon the ground of equity between one Ratepayer and another, as 
well as upon public grounds, liberally provide for the accommodation and support of 
your Grammar School, as you have done for Common School accomm<>dations and sup- 
port; and, especially, as it is the object of the new Act, and of the recent Regulations, to 
make the Grammar Schools what they ought to be, and what the progress and institu- 
tions of the Country demand, videlicet: Intermediate Schools between the Colleges and 
the Common Schools, doing work of the greatest importance, which cannot be done by 
either the Colleges, or Common Schools; imparting to the youth the higher branches of 
an English education; preparing Students for the University; and giving the necessary 
preliminary Education to thofe who wish to become Surveyors and matriculate in the 
Department of Civil Engineering in the University, The Programme of Studies has 
been revised and adapted to promote these objects, as well as to provide a thorough 
commercial education. Thus your Grammar School may be made truly and practically 
the High School of your Municipality; and I earnestly hope that nothing will be 
wanting on the part of your Council to render it so, as, I can assure you, I will heartily 
co-operate with you in every way in my power for that purpose. 


TORONTO, 10th Kovember, 1865. 


EGERTON RYERSO
. 


III. To THE 
fAYOnS OF CITIES IX UPPER (\\K
\D.\. 


I have the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the Council over 
which you preside, a copy of the new Grammar .school Improvement Act, the First 
Section of which provides that U Each City shall, for all Grammar School purposes, be 
a County; and its Municipal Council shall be invested with all the GraJIIlmar School 
powers now possessed by ,County Councils; but when, and so lorug as, the only Grammar 
School in the County is sHuated within a City, the Council of such County shall appoint 
one-half the Trustees of such Grammar S.chool." The City of Kingston is the only 
City to which the lrutter dause of this Section of the Act aplplies. The Hixth Section 
of the Ad provldes that U The Grammar Schools shall not be entitled to share in the 
Grammar ISchool Fund unless a sum shall be provided, from local sour.ces, exclusive of 
Fees equal at l-east to half the sum apportioned to each Se-hool, and expended for the 
same purp.ose as the said Fund "-na.me
,y, for the payment o,f Teachers' Salar.ies. I 
have suggested to the County Council that as it, jointly with ylOur City Council, appoints. 
the Trustees, each Council should provide one-half of the amount required to be raised 
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from local sources. This may be done by making an appropriation from the Clergy 
Reserve moneys, or from the genera} funrl's of the Municipality. 
The new Alct places your Grammar School wholly under the management of a Board 
of Trustees, appointed by your Council; and the objed of the Act, and of the recently 
revised Programme of Studies is to make your Grammar .school wh8lt it ought to be, a 
High S-chool for your City,-an intermediate ,School between the Common Schools and 
the Universlty,-preparing Pupils to matriculate into the University, either in Arts. 
or Law, or in the Department of Civil EngineeriIlig, providing for intended Surveyor. 
their preliminary education, and imparting the higher branches of an English and 
CommeI"Cial education to those youths !Whose Parents do not wish them to study Greek, 
or Latin. T-he progres-s and institutions of our Country render such Sdoools an indis- 
pensable necessity. 
3. Considering, therefore, the obdects and importance of yO'ur Grammar School, and 
that it is to be heniCe'forth under the management tOf a Board of Trustees appointed by 
your Counc.i], I confidently trust that nothinlg will ,be wanting on the part of your 
Council to 'Provide as liberally for the accommodations and support of your Grammar 
School as you have for the accommodation and support of YlOur Common Sehools. Many 
of your Citizens have never sent their Chil&-en to the Common Sch'Ools, although their 
property has been largely taxed to provide for the accommod8Jt.ion and support of those 
Schools. It is but just, therefore, to such citizens, apart from other higher and more 
public considerations, that a portion of your future S.cIllOol Asses'SiIIlents s'hould go to 
provide for the accommodation 'and su.pport of YOlur Public Grammar Schools. 
4. Relying upon your intelllgent and liberal co-operation in regard to your Grammar 
School, and desirous of facllltating, as far as possible, the exertions of the Trustees 
which you may appoint, I will pay the Apportionment to it in 1866, without waiting 
for the proportionate sum required by law to be provided from local sources. I trust 
your Grammar School will soon take its appropriate place among the Public Schools 
of your City-so honourable to the citizens and so hopeful for their offspring. 
TORONTO, 12th November, 1865. EGERTON RYERSON. 


IV. To THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF GRAl\IMAR SCHOOLS IN UPPER CANADA. 


I herewith transmit you a copy of the new co Grammar School Improvement Act," 
and of the revised Programmes of Studies, which have received the approval of the 
Governor-General-in
Counci1, and which are designed to give effect to the wishes of the 
Legislature, and the comprehensive objects of the new Grammar School Law, namely; 
to make the Oramma.r Schools and the High Schools of their respective localities,-lnter- 
mediate Schools between the Common Schools and the University-to prepare youth to 
matriculate in the University, in Arts, in Law, and in the Department of Civil Engin- 
eering, to give to intended Surveyors their preliminary education, and to impart the 
higher ibranche
 of an English and Commercial education to those youth whose Parenta 
do not wish them to study Greek, or Latin. 
2. My printed Circulars to the Municipal Councils of Counties, Cities, Towns, and 
Incorporated Villages, which are sent to you, explain t'he equitable and pulblÏc grounds 
on which a Uberal Municipal support may be reasonably and confidently expected to be 
given to the Grammar Schools. By the provisions of the new Act, a sum equal to one 
third will be added to the Grammar School Fund, for the payment of Teachers' Salaries. 
One condition required by the Regulation is, that co after the 1st day of January, 1866, 
no Grammar School shall be entitled to receive apy thing from the Grammar School 
Fund unless sultruble accommoda.tions are provided for it, and unless it shall have a daily 
average attendance, (times of epidemic excepted,) of at least ten pupils learning Greek, 
or Latin." It is not worth while to have a Grammar School in a pla.ce where there ia 
not sufficient interest in it to provide 8ulta'ble accommodations, or the material for the 
attendance at the Grammar School of at least ten regular pupils in those subjects, the 
teaching of wMch was its primary object. It Is much better to concentrate the School 
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Fund, and to' give adequate suppart to' a smaller number af gaod Grammar Schools, than 
to' dissipate it an a large number af inefficient and nominal Schools. 
3. Hitherto, many of the Grammar Schools have done little as classical Schools, and 
taught few, if any, of the Engllsh branches of a good education, which have been as welI, 
If nat better, taught in many of our Common Schools. The object of the Grammar 
School Law, and of the reYJised Programmes of Studies, is to prevent any further 
dissipation of the Grammar School Fund in this way; to prevent the Grammar Schools 
fram poaching upon Common School ground, or Ibeing rivals of Common Schools; to make 
them Engllsh High Schools; and to render them efficient in their appropriate work of 
elementary classical, and superior education. But, while it is intended that they shaH 
accomplish, to' as great extent as possible, the ends of good Classical Schaols, special 
regard is had in the second, or English, Course of Studies, to the increasingly wide and 
pressing demands of a high English and Commercial education, supplementary to the 
elemen tary education which is provided in the Common Schools. 
4. It wilI be observed that the Pupils are not to take certain subjects of the 
Grammar SchoO' I Course as a matter of form, in order to be retained as Grammar Schools 
Pupils, while they are, in reallty, but Common School Pupils, almost wholly employed 
in learning the elementary sU1bjects of Common School instruction. None can be recog- 
nized as Grammar School Pupils but those who really are So', and who are bona, fid
 
pursuing the whole of the subjects in one of the two courses of Studies prescri1bed in 
the Programme. The Pupils of all the schools are to be finally admitted, on examina- 
tion, by the Inspector. This places all the .Schools on the same footing, and brings the 
Pupils of each, on their admission, up to the same standard; and every School shares in 
the Fund according to its work, irrespective of County, or locality. Under the provi- 
sions of the new Grammar Schaol Act, there is no apportionment to Caunties according 
to population, nar any distinction ,between Senior and Junior Grammar Schaols; but, 
as the Seventh Section of the Act expresses it: .. The Apportianment, payable half 
yearly to the Grammar Schoals, shall 'be made to each Schaol conducted according to 
law, upon the basis of the daily average attendance at such Grammar School of Puplls 
In the Programme of Studies pres,cri'bed according to law for Grammar Schools; such 
attendance shall be certified by the Head Master and Trustees, and verified 'by the 
Inspector of Grammar Schaols." 
5. During more than ten years, I have employed my best exertions to' get the great 
principle of aur Common School System applied to that of the Grammar Schools, 
namely: the principle of each MunicipaUty providing a certain prapartionate sum, as 
a condition of sharing in the School Fund provided ,by the Legislature. -This is the vital 
principle of our Cammon Schaol System, and ill the main element af its wanderful 
success. The intelligent liberality of the Municipalities has far exceeded the require- 
ments of the law in relation to aur upwards of four thausand Common Schools; I doubt 
not a Uke llberality and intelligence wilI soon be shown in regard to our one hundred 
Grammar Schoals. 
6. Relying upon the Uberal co-operation of the County, City, Town, and Village 
Municipalities, and to' facilitate, as far as possible, the labours of the Trustees, I wlll 
make and pay the next year's Apportionment af the Grammar Schaal Fund, in aid of 
the Grammar Schaols which are conducted according to law, withaut waiting for the 
praportionate sums required by law to' be provided from local sources; 'but If these sums 
in any instances, are not provided in the course af the year, it w11l then be my duty to' 
withhold, in all such cases, the payment af any further sums from the Schaol Fund. 
untll tbe deficiency is made up. 
7. With the additional ca-aperatian and means which the new Act provides in behalf 
af Grammar Schools, and the practical Pragramme af Studies prescribed, it remains far 
the Trustees to employ their earnest and patriotic exertians to make the Grammar 
Schoals, under the Divine blessing, fulfil their noble missian, and prove an hanour, as 
well as a general Iblessing to the Country. 
TaRaNTO', 1st DeC'ember. 1865. EGERTON RYERSaN. 
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THE HIVING OF BOOKS AS PRIZES IN THE SCHOOLS. 


In addition to the salutary system adopted by the Education Department for 
the establishment of Public School Libraries, it has been found to be most desir- 
able to supp
ment that system by making provision for a more general 
diffusion of a class of books, containing Tales and Sketches of practical life, which, 
from their very nature and popular style, are more suitable for the mental cap?l- 
city of the youth in our schools. \Vith that view, a portion of the Legislative 
Grant was given for the purpose of giving Book
 of this kind as Prizes to deserv- 
ing Pupils in the schools. As the scheme waR a new one, some mistakes were 
made at first in awarding these Prize Books, and complaints reached the Depart- 
ment that partiality and UJ]fairness was sometimes practiced. 
To remedy this defect in the scheme, a series of neatly lithographed "Mer
t 
Oards" was prepared, representing one, ten, fifty, and one hundred merits, to he 
given to the Pupils in the Schools solely ,as the result either of their recitation, or 
examination, or of their attendance and good conduct. As the Pupils' merit cards 
increased, those of a lower denomination were exchanged for those of a higher 
grade, so that at the time of the distribution of the Prize Books the Pupil with 
the largest aggregate .oÎ " Merits" got the higher prize in the shape of one or more 
Books of a higher value. 
In his Annual Report for 1865 the Chief Superintendent thus refers to this 
matter. He says:- 


The importance of this comparatively new feature of the School System can hardly 
be over-estimated. A comprehensive Catalogue of carefully selected and beautiful 
Prize Books has been prepared and furnished by the Department to Trustees and 
Municipalities applying for them; and, besides furnishing the .books at cost prices, the 
D"uartment adds one hundred per cent. to whatever amount may be provided by 
Trustees and Municipal Counclls to procure these Prize Books for the encouragelJ.1e
t 
of children in their Schools. 
A spries of "Merit Cards," with appropriate illustrations and mottoes has been 
prepared by the Department and these Cards are supplied to Trustees and Teachers 
at a very small charge. . . . These Merit Cards are to :be awarded daily. . . . 
to Pupils who deserve them. One class of Cards is for "Punctuality"; another for 
.. GOOd Conduct"; a third for "D1l1gence"; a fourth for "Perfect Recitation:' . . . 
Thus, an influence is exerted upon every part of a Pupil's conduct, and during every 
day of his 'School career. It he cannot learn as fast as another Pupil he can be as 
punctual, as diligent, and maintain as good conduct; and to acquire distinction, and 
an entertaining and 'beautiful Book, for punctuality, diligence, good conduct, or perfect 
recitation, or other exercise, must 'be a just ground of satisfaction, not only to the 
Pupi1, but also to hIs, or her, Parents and friends. 
There are two peculIarities of this system of Merit Cards worthy of special notice. 
The one is, that it does not rest upon comparative success of single examinations at 
the end of the School Term or half year, or year, but on the daily conduct and diligence 
{)f each Pupil during the whole perIod, and that Irrespective of what may 'be done, or 
not done, by any other Pupil. . . . The .second peculIarity is that the standard of 
merit Is founded on the Holy ScrIptures, as the mottoes on each card are all taken from 
t.he Sacred Volume, and the Illustrations on each Card consIst of a portrait-character 
1llustratIve of the princIple of the motto, and Is worthy of Imitation. 
The PrIze Book System, and especIally In connection with that of the Merit Cards, 
has a most salutary influence upon the 'School dIscipline, and upon both Teachers and 
Pupils, besIdes diffusIng a large amount of entertainIng and useful readIng and Infor- 
matIon. 
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OPINIONS OF TEACHERS AND TRUSTEES IN REGA RD TO THE INFLUENCE FOR GOOD 
OF THESE MERIT CARDS. 


A Teacher, in .one of the Townships, writes as follows, in regard to the new 
system of Merit Cards: 
The distribution of the Merit Cards witlh the Prizes ill view, has had a most 
beneficial effect on my Pupils, and has worked like a charm in my School. 


Another Teacher, also, says: 
The series of Cards which you have Issued is greatly admired by all who see them, 
and Is also the means of doing great good among the childrell. 


A Teacher in Hibbert writes to the Department as follows: 
So delighted are my Pupils with your -beautiful Merit Cards, that the little ones 
have made up a dollar amongst themselves, and they have requested me to remit it to 
you for fifty of your .. one hundred Merit Cards," to -be sent by mail. 


A School Trustee writes as follows: 
We got a package of Prize Books, last year, from your DE'partment, which made a 
great change in the improvement of our School-it was the best investment we ever 
made in our School. If you have different 'books from what you sent us last year, send 
them, as last year's Books are all read by most of the Scholars. Please make the best 
selection you can. 


PRIZES IN SCHOOL FOR SCHOOL ESSAYS ON HU:U\NE EDUCATIO
J BY THE 'V01L\.
JS 
BRANCH OF PEN.NSYLV ANIA SOCIETY FOR PROTECTION OF DU
IB ANIMALS. 


There Is so much that is painful connected with the work of our society, that 
we refer with pleasure to another and brighter side; viz.: our plan of humane education 
in the SchooIE,-a plan, by the way, which, it is ,but just to say, did not or.iginate with 
us, but was first proposed here by Mr. Angell, President of the Massachusetts Society. 
We have begun to work upon this system, and find it 'brings its own reward, it is so 
Interesting and gratifying to us. In the first place, we had a number of large Cards 
prepared. suitable for hanging upon the walls of School-rooms, with the following 
Inscription: 


II I promise to protect dumb animals; and may God in His mercy protect me!" 
\Ve have begun to vIsit the Grammar Schools; and to each School we give two of 
these Cards. The Scholars in these Schools are requested by their Teachers to write 
compositions on the subject of the proper treatment of animals. . . . We then p
y 
a visit to the School, award some modest prizes to the writers of the best three com- 
positions, selected by the Executive Committee, have them read aloud for the benefit 
of all present, make two or three little addresses to the children, and are entertained 
with some of their exercises In singing. playing, or declamation. . . . God grant 
that the rising generation may improve upon the one that has preceded it! 
This is a C'apltal scheme of Humane work In the Schools for Canada to adopt. It 
would bear precious fruit and would greatly 'help the various Humane Societies through- 
out the Dominion. 



44 


DOCU
IEXTS ILLCSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


ANTI-BRITISH INFLUENCE OF UNITED STATE,S READERS" 
HISTORIES, AND GEOGRAPHIES.. 


It having been found that the United States School Books, which, in the early 
days were in general use in Upper Canad'a, the Chief Superintendent found it 
necessary to supersede them by such School Books of the l\fother Land. as were 
adapt
Jd to our Canadian School System, and in that way the Irish National School 
Readers were introduced, and various editions printed in Canada for ut:e in the 
Schonls. The òlÍÍwuJtJ with Histories and Geographies remained, until ::\1' r. John 
LO\"ell, of 
rontreal, with his usual enterprise, nn
ertook the publishing of Geo- 
graphies and a History of Canada, and other British Colonies adapted to our 
Canadian Schools. The Council of Public Instructi.on for Upper Canada conse- 
qnently withdrew its !:;anction to the further use of :Morse's United States Geo- 
gr3phy in our Schools, and issued a notice to School Trustees and Teachers on 
the subject. As that Geography and other United States Books still lingered in 
the Scnools, the Council suhsequently issued the following notice:- 
According to previous notice. the Council of Public Instruction has withdrawn its 
sanction to the use of Morse's Geography in any of the Public Schools of Upper Canada. 
Hereafter it will not be lawful, (after the copies now in actual use in any School are 
worn out), to use either Morse's or any other American Geography in either the Gram- 
mar, or Common, Schools of Upper Canada. A violation of this order in any case will 
render liable the School (>oncerned to the loss of its share in the >Grammar .school Fund, 
or the Legislative Common School Grant, as the case may be. 


After this notice appeared the Chief Superintendent received the following 
I....etter from the State Superintendent of Schools, in Pennsy1vania:- 
I was greatly surprised to see, in your Journal of Education for August, a notice 
to the effect that the use of any American Geographies will subject the School to the 
loss of its share of the School Fund. I was surprised 'because I was utterly at a loss 
to know the reasons for such pro'hibition. Most certainly every Country has the right 
to prohibit the use of any Book in its Schools, and no citizen of any other Country has 
the right to call the action in question, still, it may not be wholly improper for a private 
citizen to ask for the reasons for such action. 


HARRISBURGH, PA., 5th October, 1865. 


CHAS. P. COBURN, State Superintendent. 


To this Letter the Chief Superintendent rErlied as follows:- 
I 'have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 5th instant, and 
have much pleasure in complying with your request, stating the reasons, by a section 
of our School law passed in 1846, why foreign School Books, in our English language, 
are not allowed to ,be used in our Public Schools, without the express sanction of the 
Council of PubHc Instruction. . . . 
I cannot better explain to you the reasons for this provision of the Law, than by 
quoting from a Special Report which I presented to our Legislature in June, 1847:- 
"In regard to the exclusion of American Books from our Schools, it is not because 
they are foreign books simply that they are excluded; but because they are, with very 
few exceptions, anti-British in every sense of the word. 
"They are unlike the School Books of any other enlightened people. The School 
books of Germany, France, and Great Britain, contain nothing hostile to the institutions, 
nor derogatory to the character of any other Nation. I know not a single English 
School Book in which there is an allusion to the United States not calculated to excite a 
feeling of respect for their inhabitants and Government. It is not so with Americau 
Sehool Books. With very few exceptions, they abound in statements and allusions 
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prejudicial to the institutions and character of the British Nation. It may be sairl 
that such statements and allusions are "few and far -between," and exert no injurious 
influence upon the minds of children and their parents. But surely no School Book 
would be tolerated which should contain statements and allusions, "few and far be- 
tween," against the character and institutions of our common Christianity. And why 
should Books be authorized or used in our Schools inveighing against the character 
and institutions of our common Country? And as to the influence of such publications, 
I believe such Books are one element of powerful influence against the established 
Government of the Country. From facts which have come to my knowledge, I believe 
It wlll be found, on inquiring, that in precisely these parts of Upper Canada where 
United States School Books had been used most extensively, there the spirit of insurrec- 
tion, in 1837 and 1838. was most prevalent." 
I may remark that at a National School Convention, held at Philadelphia ten or 
twelve years ago, and over the proceedings of which the late venerable Bishop Potter 
presided, I drew attention to the anti-British pecuUarity of your School iBooks, and 
the unreasonableness of it, and the provisions of our Law in consequence of it. The 
unadvisableness of continuing such a peculiarity in your Text-books was admitted by the 
best Educationists in the Convention, and the propriety of correcting it. 
I have done all in my power to cultivate and inculcate the most liberal and friendly 
feelings between this Country and the United States, and have often been assailed in 
the public press for my alleged American partialities; but I should be wanting in duty 
to my own Country to encourage, in the education of its youth, the use of Books which 
di
sparage the Government and Institutions which it is their duty to respect and sup- 
port. 
TORONTO, 11th October, 1865. EGERTON RYERSON. 


A BRITISH VIEW OF THE SUBJECT. 


From an elaborate article in a recent number of the British Quarterly Review, 
from the pen of the Reverend Doctor Vaughan, who recently paid a visit to the 
United States and Cac.ada, I select the following truly philosophical remarks on 
the pernicious influence of American School Readers, Histories and Geographies: 


One fact -bearing on this point 'has especially arrested my attention. It is admitted 
that the artisan class in this Country have been found, in the main, steady in their 
adherence to the cause of the North, and little disposed to bear with anything in 
favour of the South. But in the United States, it seems, it is the artisan and labouring 
classes especially that are found when popular orators fling their invectives against 
England. . . . If, however, the humbler classes in the United States are in advance 
of the same class among ourselves In certain elements of school routine, it has somehow 
come to pass that the balance of clear and moral intelllgence on poUtical questions li9 
with England, and not with the United States. You may dot a land with School-houses 
to any extent you please, but Society is the great free School after all. 
One cause of this difference I think I see. The primary Schools In the United 
States have In their Lesson Books a great deal of the Fourth of July tone in them, and 
Impassioned speeches against England are thus made to be famlllar to American youth 
from their chlldhood. I was a Visitor to a School of freed negro children in Washington, 
the Mistress was requested to call upon some of the elder scholars to read. The lesson 
chosen consisted of specimens of oratory concerning the War of Independence, and was 
singularly well adapted to associate the name of England in the young mind with 
everything of Insolence and oppression. My friends smiled as they found me called 
to listen to this sort of rhetoric, and very good-naturedly requested that some other 
Lesson should be chosen. Primary Schools on a broad social basis, may be efficient 
in their literary department, and may be otherwise wanting, not only In respect to 
reUglon, but in respect to sound moral training. 
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MEANS OF SUPPLYING PUBLIC LIBRARIES, PRIZE BOOKS AND 
:MAPS AND APPARATUS TO 'l'HE SCHOOLS, 1865. 


CIRCULAR FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT TO STATE SUPERINTENDENTS OF 
SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATEH ON THE SUBJECT. 


We are now considering, with a view to its improvement. the system of providing 
Township and School Municipalities with Libraries, Prize Books, Maps, and Apparatus, 
for the Public and Separate Schools in Upper Canada. 
You will greatly oblige this Department 'by giving me any information you may 
possess in regard to the system adopted in your State, together with its advantages, or 
defects, and the means you employ to prevent the waste of public money in the purchase 
of worthless and unsuitable Books for School Libraries. 


Our present System is briefly as follows:- 
The Legislature allows a certain part of the .school Fund to be applied to establish 
Public Free Libraries, to provide Prize Books to meritorious Pupils, and Maps and 
Apparatus for the Schools. 
These Libraries are established. and Prize Books, Maps and Appzratus are applied 
for, either, or both, by the Municipal Councils of Townships, the Trustees of School 
Districts, and the Board of School Trustees of Cities, Towns and Incorporated Villages. 
The Local Municipal, or School, Authorit!es provide one half of the means to procure 
these Books, Maps. and Apparatus. 
The Books are procured ;by the Education Department. at the lowest prices, and the 
Maps, Globes, and Apparatus are mostly manufactured in this Country by contract; 
and all Books, Maps, Globe,s, and Apparatus are furnished to the Local Municipal and 
School Authorities at cost, one hundred per cent. upon the amount contributed from 
local sources being also granted. 
The Books are examined and sanctioned :by the Council of Publ1c InstruC'tJ.n'!l for 
Upper Canada, and a .classified Catalogue (of some thousani1R of Volumes) of them 
is prepared, and a copy furnished to each of the Local lv.lunicipal and School Copora- 
tions, who select and order whatever Books, Maps, and Apparatus they please from 
these Catalogues,-transmitting one-half the amount of the price of the Books, Maps. 
Globes, and Apparatus they desire, with a pledge that they wil1 apply them to no other 
than Schoo'l purposes. The Department -furnishes no 'Private ind.ividual with any Book, 
Map, Globe, or articles of School Apparatus. 
Each of our Townships includes from ten to twenty-five School Sections, or districts, 
and the Prize Books procured by a Municipal Council are distri-buted by means of 
competitive examinations, open to all the Pupils of all the Schools of the Township,-- 
thus exciting competition among the Schools as well as among their PupHs. The 
Prize Books ordered by Trustees are distribut.ed among the Pupils of their SClhool upon 
the daily record of good .conduct, punctuality, diligence, recitations, and. to some extent, 
by competitive examination. as recorded by means of the issue to the successful com- 
petitors of Merit Cards of varying values. In all cases a special Committee of Examiners 
is appointed to conduct the competitive examinations and award the Prizes. . 
I will, therefore, thank you for the expression of your views respecting it, and 
suggestions which your experience may enable you make in regard to it. I would also 
ask whether you have a uniform series of authorized Text-books for your Schools, and, 
if so, what means you employ to prevent your School's from being canvassed by indi- 
vidual Booksellers and their Agents, in order to get other Books introduced, to the 
destruction of anything like uniformity of Text-books in the Schools. The Council of 
Public Instruction in Upper Canada has sanctioned a uniform series of Text-books for 
the Schoo
s, but leaves it to prjvate competition to supply them. 
TOBO
TO, 8th September, 1865. EGERTON RYERSON. 
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The replies to this Circular were chiefly on the subject of Text-Books in the 
Schools, which is referred to in paragraph number nine of the Circular. The fol- 
lowing, from the State of Pennsylvania, on this subject, states, in effect, what is 
tltomewhat of the normal condition generally of that question in the United States: 
The School Law of Pennsylvania makes it the duty of the School Directors to 
meet annually before the opening of the Schools to decide not onlY what branches 
of learning shall be taught. but what Books shall be used, and as .. uniformity in 
Text-books Is essential to successful teaching," it is obvious that this Is one of thé 
most important of their duties. There is nothing to prevent a change of Text-books 
every year, nor to prevent a different set of Text-books in each School District. Ana 
as the expense of providing such Books is thrown upon the Parents, (except when too 
indigent to furnish them), the door is opened for great abuses. When It is considered 
how ingenious and (often) unscrupulous are the shifts to which Vendors of School-books 
resort. and how sharp is the competition to obtain a foot hold for a new series of 
Readers, Geographies. or Arithmetlcs. we may be pardoned for doubting whether the 
barriers which most Board,s of Directors present to impositions in this form, is of 
much value. The wholesome provisions of the law touching the sale of Bool{s by 
School Officers are sufficiently peremptory, but those, who are familiar with the subject, 
need not be told how easily they may ,be evaded if the disposition exists. 
If the History were written, of the Introduction to our Schools of Books out of the 
urofits of which many a fortune has been made. it would disclose a network of wires 
which only very cunning hands know how to pull. 
It was the conviction of several persons, many years ago, that the only way to 
c'heck the growing evil of an endless variety and multiplication Oif Common SchooJ Text 
Books,. was for the State to take the matter into its own hands; and we believe a plan 
was sketched with some care for accomplishing the object. It embraced only the six 
elementary 'branches which are contemplated by the School Law. 
I have the honour to submit the following matter for your consideration, and will 
thank you to favour this Department with such counsel, (in the interest of the Schools,) 
as 
'ou may be able to give in the matter. 
I may briefiy state that the policy of supplying the Public and High Schools con- 
nected with this Department with Library and Prize Books, Maps and Apparat113 
from the Depository of the Department, having been questioned, the Chief Superinten- 
dent of Education for this Province is desirous of obtaining the views of experienced 
Educationists on the subject. With that view, he sends herewith a statement of the 
principles upon which these Books, Maps and Apparatus are supplied by the Depart- 
ment to the Schools receiving Legislative aid, together with other information on the 
subject. He will thank you to give him the benefit of your observation, and the results 
of your own experience in this matter, with a view to submit them to the Executive 
Government and to the Legislature. 


TORONTO, October, 1865. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS, 
Deputy Superintendent of Education. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR THE SUPPLY OF LmRARY AND PRIZE BOOKS, MAPS AND ApPAR- 
ATUS, TO THE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF ONTARIO. 


.. The Public School Libraries are becoming the crown and glory of the Institutions 
of the Province."-Lord Elgin. 
"Had I the power, I would scatter Libraries over the whole land. as the sower 
sows his seed."-Horace Mann. 


· "Many years since," says a Correspondent, "it became my duty to serve on the School 
Committee of a Country Town. There were 59 scholars enrolled, and the Book account 
stood thus-Arithmetics of seven varieties; Reading Books, thirteen varieties; Spelling- 
Books, eleven, and Grammars, four." 
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1. The Chief Superintendent of Education will add one hundred per cent. (out of 
the Legislative Grant) to any sum. or sums, not less than five dollars. transmitted to 
this Department 'by the Municipal and School Corporations. on behalf of Public and 
High Schools, and forward PubUc Library Books, Prize Books, Maps, Apparatus, 
Charts and Diagrams, to the value of the amount thus augmented, upon receiving a 
list of the articles required. In all cases. it will be necessary for any person acting on 
behalf of the Municipal or Trustee Corporation to enclose, or present, a written 
authority to do so, verified by the Corporate Seal of the Corporation. A selection of 
Maps, Apparatus, Library and Prize Books, etcetera, to be sent, can always be mad
 
by the Department when so desired. 
2. The one hundred per cent. will be allowed on any sum over ten dollars. and a 
mixed selection from each of the three classes of articles, videlicet: (1) Maps anti 
Apparatus; (2) Library, and (3) Prize Books will be sent; but for five dollars received 
only one class of articles can :be sent. 
3. In order to prevent the introduction of improper Books into the Libraries, 1t 
is required that no Book shall be admitted into any Free School Library established 
under these Regulations which is not included in the authorized list of Public School 
Library Books. 


FOUR KINDS OF FREE LIBRARIES MAY BE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE REGULATIONS
. 


Under the regulations of the Department. each Municipal Council can establish 
four classes of Libraries in the Municipality. as follows: City, Town, Village, and 
Township Councils can establish the first three classes, and School Trustees either of 
the first. or third. classes. 
1. An ordinary Free Public (or High) School Library in each School-house for 
the use of the children and Ratepayers. 
2. A General Free Public Lending Library. available to all the Ratepayers of the 
Municipality. 
3. A Professional Library of Books on Teaching. School, Organization, Language 
and kindred subjects, available to Teachers alone. 
4. A Library in any Public Institution. under control of the Municipality, for the 
use of the Inmates, or in the County Jail for the use of the Prisoners. 
The Department cannot too strongly urge upon School Trustees the importance 
and even necessity oJ providing, (especially during the Autumn and Winter months), 
suitable reading Books for the Pupils In their S
hools, either as Prizes, or in Libraries. 
Having given the Pupils a taste for reading and general knowledge, they should provide 
some agreeable and practical means of gratifYing it. 


PROFESSIONAL BOOKS SUPPLIED TO SCHOOL INSPECTORS, TEACHERS AND INSTITUTIONS. 


1. In the Catalogue are given the net prices at which Books and School Requisites 
may be obtainpd by the PubUc Educational Institutions of Ontario, including Sunday 
Schools, from the Depository in connection with the Department. 
2. School Inspectors and Teachers will also be supplied. on the same terms, wit!l 
such educational works as relate to the duties of their profession. 


LoRD EI.GI
.H EXPLAXATION OF THE REGULATIO'XS OF THE DEPARTMENT FOR SELECTING 
LIBRARY AND PRIZE BOOKS FOR THE SCHOOLS. 


To the foregoing Regulations of the Department we desire to add the following 
explanation of the Regulations on this subject, in the words of the late Earl of Elgin, 
who was Governor-General of Canada, during the whole period of the establishment and 
maturing or the Normal and Lt.brary branches of the School System, who familiarized 
bhnspIt with the working of that System, and aided on every possible occasion In Its 
development. On his resigning the Government of Canada, Lord Elgin prepared and 
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prEsenttd to HEr }I.ajesty's Princip.al Srcretary of Stah for the Co
onies an el'aborate 
Report of his Canadian administration. 
In that Report, he devotes several pages to a comprehensive review of the Upper 
Canada School System, including a minute account of the System of Public Libraries, 
and the genera! machinery and administration of the School Law and its rEsults. 
After adverting to the comparative state of education in Upper Canada in the years 
from 1847 to 1853 inclusive, Lord Elgin proceeds as follows:- 


In the former of thEse years, the Normal School, which may be considered as the 
foundation of the system, was instituted, and at the close of the latter, the first Volume 
issued from the Education Department 
o the Public School Libraries, which are its 
crown and completion. If it may be affirmed of reciprocity with the United States, 
that it introduces an era in the commercial history of the Province; so may it, I think, 
be said of the latter measure, that it introduces a new era in its educational and 
intellectual history. The subject is so important that I desire to say a few words upon 
it. The term School Libraries does not imply that the Libraries in question are specially 
designed for the benefit of the School Pupils. They are, in point of fact, free Public 
Libraries intended for the use of the general population; and they are entitled SChOOl 
. Libraries. because their establishment has been provided for in the School Acts, and 
their management confided to the S('hool Authorities. 
Public School Libraries then, similar to those which are now being introduced into 
Canada, have been in operation for several )'ears in some States of the neighbouring 
Union. In most of the StatEs, however, which have appropriated funds for Library 
purposes, the selection of Books has been left to the Trustees appointed by the different 
districts, many of whom are i1l qualified for the task, and the consequence has been 
that. the travelling Peddlers, who offer the most showy Books at the lowest prices, 
have had the principal share in furnishing the Libraries. In introducing the System 
into Canada, precautions have been taken, which, I trust, will have the effect of 
obviating t11i!'l great evil. 
In the School Act of 1850. which first set apart a sum of money for the establish 
ment and support of School Libraries, it is declarEd to be the duty of the Chief Super- 
intendent of Education to apportion the sum granted for this purpose by the Legislature 
under the fol'owing condition :-" That no aid shall be given towards the establishment 
and sllvrort of any School Library, unlEEs an equal amount be contributed or expendcr] 
from local sourC'ES for the same object"; and the Council of Public Instruction is 
requirf'd to examine, and, at its discretion, to recommend, or disapprove, of Books for 
School Libraries. 
The Council of Public Instruction, in the discharge of the responsibility thus 
imposed l1non it, has adopted, among the General Regulations for the establishment and 
management of Public School Libraries in Upper Canada, the following rule:-" In 
order to mevent the introduction of improper Books into Libraries. it is required that 
no Book shall be admitted into any Public School Library estab1ished under these 
Regulations. which is not included in the Catalogue of Public School Library Books 
prepared acC'ording to law": and the urinciDles by which it has been guided in perform- 
ing the task of selecting Books for these Libraries are stated ilL the following extract 
from the Minutes of its proceedings:- 


"1. The Council regards it as imperative that no work of a licentious, vicious, or 
immoral tendency. and no works hostile to the Christian Religion, should be admitted 
Into the Libraries.. 
n 2. 1'01' is it, in the opinion of the Coundl, compatible with the objects of the 
Public School Libraries to introduce into them controversial works on Theology, or 
works of Denominational Controversy; although It would not be desirable to exclude 


-The first and part of the second of these paragraphs have been adopted verbatim In the 
School Law and Regulations of New BrunswIck relating to Public Librarie<:. 
IV.-5 
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all historical and other works in which such topics are referred to and discussed, and 
it is desirable to include a selection of suitable works on the Evidence of Natural and 
Revealed Religion. 
.. 3. In regard to works on Ecclesiastical History, the Council agrees on a selection 
of the most approved works on each side. 
.. 4. With these exceptions, and within these limitations, it is the opinion of the 
Council that as wide a selection as possible should be made of useful and entertaining 
Books of permanent value, adapted to popular reading in the various departments of 
human knowledge; leaving each Municipality to consult its own taste, and exercise its 
own discretion in selecting such Books from the General Catalogue. 
.. 5. The including of any Books in the General Catalogue is not to ,be understood a3 
the expression of any opinion of the Council in regard to any sentiments inculcated or 
combated in such Books; but merely as an aCQuiescence on the part of the Council in 
the purchase of such by any Municipality, should it think proper to do so. 
.. 6. The General Catalogue of Books for Public School Libraries. affords 
ample proof of the intelligence and liberal spirit in which the principles above stated 
have been carried out by the Council of Public Instruction. The Chief Superintendent 
observes that the Local Authorities have, in a large .number of instances, assigned the 
task of selecting books to the Department. 


REPLIES TO THE FOREGOING CIRCULAR FRO1\'[ THE UNITED STATES. 


'l'he Honourable John G. Bairå, Assistant-Secretary, Boanl of Dlluca/iOll. J../(/le 0/ 
Connectic'ltt.-A law was passed -by the Legislature of Connecticut in 1856, by whicil 
any School District in the State, ,by raising $10 for the purchase of "Library anù 
Apparatus," could receive from the State Treasury $10 more for the same purpose. This 
law has since been modified. so that Districts having more than 100 Pupils in actual 
attendance ('an draw multiple appropriations. The money thus obtained is 
usually expended in procuring Maps, Globes, Dictionaries, Gazetteers, and other works 
of reference. There has been no complaint among Booksellers, so far as I am aware, 
on the ground that this action of the State interferes with their business. But 
the practical working in Connecticut shows that those who receive the bounty raise 
for themselves several times as much. They are encouraged to help themselves. 
The plan in force here works well, and no one finds any fault with it. 


The Honourable H. Â. M. Henderson, Superintendent of Public Instruction, State 
of [( cnt'lt'llcl.:y.-Kentucl{y has only made one experiment in the direction you indicate, 
namely, in the purchase of one copy of Collins' History of Kentucky for each School 
District. This wilI cost the State School Fund $25,000, and, in my opinion, be barren 
of all profitable results to Common Schools. I opposed this scheme as the 
School Fund should not have borne this burden. It would have been much better to 
have expended this amount in supplying Schools with Maps, Charts, and other instrnc- 
tional aiil!'l. 


The Honourable H. B. Wilson, Superintendent of Public Instruction, State of 
lIIinnesota.-I have carefully examined your two "Circulars" in respect to the scheme 
of distributing "Library Books, Maps, Charts, Apparatus," etcetera, and I think it a 
most admirable one. For economy, convenience and general utility, I cannot see how 
a better plan ('ould be òevised. 


The Honourable Abram B. Weaver, Superintendent 01 Public Instruction, State of 
New York.- . The testimony of School Commissioners and of others interested 
in the canse of education is, that one of the greatest defects of the District Library 
System of this State is the manner in which the Books are selected. In many cases the 
Trustees are men who are unfamiliar with Books, and who do not know what to 
select. The consequence is that Books find their way into the Libraries which ought 
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not to be there, and which, if not positively bad, are not useful and instructive. 'l'he 
Library Funds are also wasted, to a certain extent, by paying for the Books the highes
 
retail price. These defects would certainly be remedied under a system such as that 
which obtains in the Province of Ontario. In my judgment, such a System, honestly 
administered, is better than any other which has fallen under my notice. 


The Reverend Samuel C. Jackson, Secretary, State Board of Education, Massa- 
chusetts.- . We have no Public or High School Libraries, except such as are 
provided by local, individual and voluntary contribution. There is no "legis- 
lative aid" given for procuring Library and Prize Books, Maps, Charts, Tablets, etcetera. 
These are furnished by local taxation, or voluntary donation, Independent of State aid, 
except 25 per cent. of what is received from the School Fund. . . . 


The Honourable Alonzo Abernethy, Superintendent of PUblic Instruction, State 01 
Iowa.- . In the absence of laws making 'Provisions for these very useful and 
necessary aids to instruction in my own State, our Schools are, as yet, without any 
adequate supply of Libraries, Maps and Apparatus. In my judgment, if your system 
of furnishing the supplies is judiciously carried out, it will produce the following results: 
1. The Schools will be better than they otherwise would be. 2. The suppUes furnished 
will, as a general rule, be of better quality, 3. The expense will be greatly reduced, In 
proportion to the amount purchased. Since the scheme is for the pUblic welfare, the 
objection that it interferes with the trade Is not valid. 


The Honourable John M. Fleming, Superinten(lent 01 Public Instruction, State 01 
Tennessee.-. In Tennessee we have as yet no School System organized. . . . 
I offer you my best wishes for the continued advancement of the educational interests of 
your Province. 


The Honourable J. 1V. Simonds, Superintendent of Public Instruction, New Hamp- 
shire.-I heartily approve of your plan, and have commended a similar plan for our 
State to aid the Free Schools. 


The Honourable Newton Bateman, Superintendent of Public Instruction, State 01 
lllinois.-. In compliance with the request contained in the printed Letter of thE? 
Deputy Superintendent . . . 1. I consider the dissemination of good Books among thQ 
people as a practical and powerful means of promoting the public intelligence and vir,tue: 
2. I consider it as within the power and legitimate province of the General Assembly, 
in devising a system of popular education, to recognize and 'provide for the establishment 
and maintenance of Schoool Libr.aries, as an important and useful adjunct of every 
such System of Public Instruction. 3. I consider it of paramount importance that all 
Books of a licentious, vicious, or demoralizing character, or tending so, should be ex- 
cluded from such Libraries, and to that end I think that adequate discretionary authority 
should be vested in the proper administration, to see that no vile or impure Book is 
allowed to have or retain a place In an v such Library; and that the watchful exercise 
of such authority shoul'd be enjoined as a grave official duty. 4. . In very many 
cases the limited means of the Districts prevent the entering upon such an undertaking; 
and the general adoption of the plan would be greatly facilitated by and from the 
Government. 5. It is eminently proper that State supervision should be exer- 
cised over the lists of Books for whiC'h its money is expended; and the supervision may 
well he extended so as to ensure an economical expenditure of the funds, as well as to 
aecure Books that are worth reading.. 6. To the objections from the U Trade" I assl
n 
but little weight; the maintenance of the Depository Is of advantage to the 
people of the Province. The State does not undertake to prop up the different 
Trades. But as far as the Book trade is concerned, I should consider the scheme a 
help rather than a hindrance. The general prevalence of a taste for reading that must 
result from the fostering care of the Libraries, as given by the State, cannot be but 
Increased. In Illinois State aid has not been directly given to the formation of District 
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Libraries. A tax may be levied by the Directors, and surplus funds of the Districts may 
be used for the purchase of Books for Libraries. The results have not been altogether 
satisfactory. 


The Honourable H. D. McOarty, Superintendent of Public Instruction, State of 
Kansas.-. As a matter of policy and incentive to individual exertion on 
the part of Schools to secure apparatus and Library Books, I heartily commend 
the system. I heartily endorse the plan of furnishing, under the Regulations named, 
all the articles mentioned in the list, except Prize Books and Merit Cards used 
as gifts, as I am satisfied from observation and experience that prizes given as an incen- 
tive in Schools work not only a negative good, but a positive injury. 


The Honourable W. M. Bryant, Ohief Superintendent of Public Schools, Oity of 
Burlington.- . The consideration I have been able to give the subject has left 
me a very deep impression of the excellence and practicability of the plan you have 
determined upon. The reasons assigned in justifieation of its adoption appear to me 
thoroughly convincing; and even the single one of securing the distribution of the 
best. and only the best, literature would of itself, and though wholly unsupported by the 
other reasons adduced, be quite unanswerable. We have in our State (Iowa) a law 
authorizing the people of each School District to vote a tax for the support of a Public 
School Library, and have only to regret that. for the sake of general security throughout 
the State against the inevitable legions of impudent vendors of literary trash, we have 
not in our law such a wise provision as that which you have secured in the interests of 
truth and purity in your Province of Ontario.. The provisions you have secured 
are so liberal as to disarm objection. It is a guardianship which encourages and guides 
while It does not circumscribe enquiry, which fosters and stimulates, 'and in no proper 
sense discourages intellectual activity. Your plan, once firmly established, can hardly 
fan of proving a happy precedent to be at length generalIy followed. 


The Honourable Wm. R. Oreery, Oity Superintendent of Public Instruction, Balti- 
more, Maryland.-The Depository is one of the best education agencies that could be 
fJPerated. and, being conducted exclusively in the interests of the Schools. commends 
1 If to my hearty approbation. Our State Legislature and City Governments frequently 
I public Institutions in the procurement of Books, Maps, Charts, etcetera. I 
think your plan of distribution an excellent one. I wish we had the same arrangement 
for 'Our Schools. 


The Honourable J. N. Larned, Oity Superintendent of Education, Buffalo, N.Y.-In 
reply to the Circular note from your Office I would say that r have no knowledge of 
fhe working of the policy that you have adopted in sup.plying Library Books, etcetera. 
from a Department Depository; but I have little doubt that it is more judicious and 
more satisfactory in Tfsult than the policy which we pursue in this State. of dividing 
by apportionment the money of the School Library Fund. and leaving it to be expended 
at will by local School authorities. I know that our School Library money is very far 
from being expended wisely always; that too much of it is wasted upon trashy ,and 
ephemeral Books, whkh would undoubtedly be excluded from the Catalogue of such a 
Depository as you maintain. 
The Honourable E. B. Hale, Oity Superintendent of Public Schools, flambridge, Mass. 
It seems to me that the system which you have adopted is a most excellent 
one. You properly lay a proportionate share of the burden directly upon the Muni- 
cipa1ity. and at the same time furnish to School officers the means of furnishing their 
Schools with necessary appliances, and at the lowest possible prices. 


The Honourable Henry KiddIe, Oity Superintendent of Public Instruction New 
Yorlc.- . I would state, after a perusal of the Documents sent. explaining the 
matter In detail I consider the plan adopted a most judicious one. and we1l 
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calculated to promote the object of providing the Schools with Bool{s and Apparatus, as 
well as to foster a prop
r local interest and public spirit in relation to education. The 
plan of furnishing the Schools from a Central Office, or Depository, has prevailed in 
this City for many years, and I have never known, during that period, that any objec- 
tion has been brought against it. Our Book list is comprehensive,. containing sOome of 
the publications of all the principal Publishers, and, therefore, the idea of its estab- 
lishing a monopoly could not be entertained. 


The IIonourable S. A. Ellis, City Superintendent of Public Instruction, Rochester. 
-I have examined carefully the objections urged against your plan of rendering Govern- 
ment aid in the supply of "Library and Prize Books, Maps, Apparatus, etcetera," for 
the Public Schools of Ontario, and, your reply thereto, and confess that your arguments 
seem to me unanswerable. As the objections seem to come from the .. Trade," allow 
me to say that, although for several years in the" Trade" myself, I am unable to under- 
stand how anyone, who prefers the welfare of society to his own personal ends, can 
raise a serious objection to a plan which must form so valuable an adjunct to the Public 
School system. 


The Honourable A. P. Marble, City Inspector of Schools, Worcester, Massachusetts. 
-Your system of distributing Books and l\1aps seems to me a most excellent one. In 
this City we find in our own practice what confirms some parts of your plans. The 
School-office furnishes supplies for the City 'Schools at from 15 to 25 per cent. less than 
the cost of the same at the Book--stores. The same can be done for a whole State. or 
Province, with still greater economy I should suppose. In your plan I see an 
encouragement for the small Towns, and an aid in the selection of Books which cannot 
but be beneficial. Each Town, or City, has now the privilege of so doing. I 
expect good results from this custom. The same principle is involved as in the furnish- 
ing of the Books and Maps for Libraries. Ko money can be better expended for educa- 
tional purposes than what you expend for the Libraries. 


'Phe HonouTable John Hancock, City Superintendent of ,çtchools, Cincinnati.-I think 
your plan a most excellent one for the encouragement of culture among the people of 
your Province. I think also a similar plan would work great good for our rural School 
Districts. 


The Honourable A. J. Rickoff, City Superintendent of Instruction, Cleveland..- 
Eighteen years ago I visited your Normal School at Toronto, and then became acquainted 
with the working of your Depository for the supply of Maps, Apparatus, etcetera. and I 
have to say that the impression then made upon my mind, and my thoughts since, have 
been entirely favourable to the plan. I should very much Uke to see it adopted in 
this State, so far as pertains to the supply of Maps and Apparatus, were it not that the 
frequent changes of School officers would interfere with its judicious and efficIent manage- 
ment. We have no Pu.blic Libraries, except in the larger Cities. The objections urged 
by Book dealers are only such as might be expected from that quarter. Though the 
Depository seems to take the sale of Books from the trade, yet greatly facilitating as 
it does the diffus.ion of good reading matter, it cultivates a habit of reading on the part 
of great masses of people, and in this way really promotes the ihterests of the trade. 
with which at first sight it seems to interfere. That the Depository can supply Books 
cheaper than the Trade would do cannot be questioned; and that the sele('tfons made 
by its Managers with a view simply to the interests of the Schools and of the people Is 
certainly a great advantage. 
Isaac M. Wellington. Esq., Principal, High School, Detroit.-My observation and 
experience are entirely in favour of the plan of the Ontario Department in aid of PubIlc 
Instruction. I know of no valid objection against s,aid plan, can see no force in those 
urged against it, and can name no radical improvement in it. 
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O. R. Burchard, A.M., Editor and Publisher. .. New York State Educational Journal," 
Buffalo, N.Y.-In reply to the subject matter of your Circular, I would say that in my 
opinion the plan of furnishing necessary .school Apparatus of all kinds 'by the State 

vernment, at the lowes.t possible price, is a good one, because of the money saved, of 
the uniformity of Books which will be used, of the control over worthless and injurious 
Books which is thus given, and of the more general use which will be made of all kinds 
of School-room Apparatus under this system. In .this State the influence of Book- 
pUblishers over local use of Books has many times ,been very injurious, and some of 
our States are now discussin
 State supervision of Text-books for Schools. From the 
Circular sent me I should say the .. Educational Depository" is a good thing, and 
should be continued. 


D. M. Knicke1"bocker, Esq., Editor, "A'11
erican Educational Monthly," New York.- 
The question seems to be: How can Books, Maps, etcetera, best be supplied to the Schools'? 
In what way can the best Books be obtained at the cheapest rates? I see no surer way 
to get good 'Books than to submit their selection to the care of a Board of gentlemen 
fitted to. judge and faithful to their duty. .such a Board, I am assured, now passes 
judgment on your School .books. Nor can I see a cheaper way of procuring 
ooks than 
to buy in quantities, as you do, and sell to the Schools at the lowest possi'ble rates. 
Since these two advantages are obtained by the Board of Ontario, and since there are 
no apparent drawbacks in the matter of expense, the Depository paying its own way, I 
can see no reason for a change. The complaints of the Trade should, it strikes me, not 
be regarded, since the question is purely one of utility for the Schools. If the Trade 
can su.pply better and cheaper Books than the Depository there may be some reasons 
for a change. 


Henry A. Ford, Esq., Editor and Publisher, "Michigan Teacher."-After some ex- 
planation of the .. Objections to the Educational Depository," and the .. Reply," I am 
compelled to think the former qUite fiimsy, and ,the latter thoroughly effective-in fact, 
Quite unanS'Werable. You are working an inestimable benefit to the Schools and educa- 
tional Officers of 
 our Province -by removing their supplies, to some extent, from the 
tricks and extortions of .. ,the trade," and their outcry ,is simply the old one, .. Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians!" Years ago, while acting as Superintendent o
 Education for 
one of our Counties, and before learning of your practice, I was accustomed to supply 
Teachers and School Districts with professional Books and Apparatus at cost price; and 
there is no part of my work to which I recur with more satisfaction than to that. I 
commend your scheme without reservation, and would add the hope: Esto perpetual 


Thomas B. Stockwell, Esq., "Rhode Island Schoolmaster."-. Of the general 
advantage and value of such a course as your Circular explains I think there can be no 
question, as it observes the golden mean between over-aiding on the one hand, and utterly 
withholding on the nthf'r. 


John A. Banfield. Esq., Editor of the "Kansas Educational Journal," Leavenworth, 
Kansas.- . It seems to me, however, that you have fully answered the objections 
of .. the trade," and I should think there could come no objections from other sources 
which would be worth responding to. By all means preserve the only guarantee you 
have of securing the introduction of " only wholesome" Books into School Libraries. 


Superintendent of the School Committee, Brunswick, Maine.-I am free to confess 
that I lil{e your plan of an independent agency for the supply of Library Books, Maps, 
etcetera, as it largely relieves School Committees from the unbecoming .solicitations of 
the hosts of School Book Agents. More, it gives to Committees full control of the class 
of Books to he furnished. I do not regard the five obdections (1st to 5th) in 
thf' Summary of Objections to the Educational Depository as having special weight. 
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REPLIES FROM NEW BRUNSWICK AXD SOUTH AUSTRAUA. 


Theodore H. Rand, Esq., Ohief Superintendent of Education, Province 01 New 
Bruns'Wick.-. 1. The Board of Education of this Province for many years sup- 
pIled Text Books and Apparatus by means of County Agencies. The Board owned the 
stork, and the Agents were allowed ten per cent. on the sales. The articles were sold 
to any 'person, in any quantity and at uniform prices. In several of the Counties 
the agencies were satisfactorily conducted; in others much difficulty was experienced 
in regard to them. . Ere long the ordinary Shops of the Country were able to 
supply the articles as cheaply as the agencies, and the latter were gradually wound up 
by the Board of Education. . Trustees have power to supply indigent Pupils with 
these Books free of charge; and also the children of any Person who, after notice, 
neglects ,or refUiSes to furnish bhe required Books. In this l
tter case a speci,al rate is 
imp'osed upon the Parent, or Guardian. The general Apparatus is purchased, olf course, 
by the Trustees. In Nova Scotia, the prescribed Text Books and Ap.paratus fOol' the 
Schools vf that Province were supp,ued to the Trustees, (to be 'he'ld in trus't as the 
property of the Section), through a central agency under the supervision of the Educa- 
tion Department at Halifax. The artic.1æ we.re .sent out on tJhe orde,rs of the Trustees 
in an.y quantity, and at first at one-half, and later at three-quarteft.s, the 'prime cost. 
A special discount was made in fav>our vf poor Sections. This agency at >once secured. 
what private enterprise -had Ifailed to do. the extensive cireulaÌ'ion of the best S.chool 
materials. 
In view of my experience and observation in il:Jhe matter of supplying of Text 
Books and Apparatus, I .have no he'si.tation in slaying that I regard any Public System 
of education defective. which does not provide for the Departmental suppl.y of all 
pres,cribed Text BOooks 'and Apparatus at reduced rates to the Trustees OIf Sochools. It 
is a ,matter of as great moment as to secure the us,e -of a unif.O'f1ffi series of Books. 
There is no ather possible way by which this educational vMltage ground can be reached 
which is so easy, s,peedy, and far-reaching. I regard the arrangements of the Ont'ario 
ð"ystem in tJhis behalf, as the right arm of efficient SchOool administration. 
The Education Department of Xew Brunswick has, sin,ce 1858. promoted the 
esta blislhing of LihrariEiS,-p,aying fifty per cent. of the amount expended by Trustees. 
'l'he Books are selected by the Trustees, at any Booksellers, (usually at a disco'Unt of 
ten per cent.). the list of the Books is presented for the apPfloval of the Chief Superin- 
tenden.t. and the per centage is p,aid over. This plan works ve.ry well, and s.ecures a 
very mod.e.ratoe incre,ase of Libra,ries. I regard the plan pursued in Ontario as far 
superior, however. and calculated to confe-r a priceless boon upon a.ll t.he people. I 
could only wish that the EducaUon Dep,artment of Xew Brunswick would permit the 
immediat:le establishment ()If an agen-cy similar to that 'Of Ontario. 


Robert Kay, Esq., Secretary, South Australian Institute. The Board of 
Education here supplies S,cho-ol Books only. and apparently the Booksellers do nlOt care 
for the business, at any rate they raise no obje.ction. 


James Bath, Esq., Secretary. Board of Education, Adelaide, Smtih Australia.- 
During the twenty-one yeafls the present Education Law has been in operation 
in this Oolüny, it has heen found requisite, by .the Educ.ation Board. to kee,p a depôt for 
the supply of Books and App<aratus for tlhe service of the Public School'S. 
In my opinion, such an Establishment is absolutely required in connexion with 
any Public School System, in order, (1) that a full and suitable supply of Books and 
Apparatus shall always be obtainable, ,and (2), that such Books and Apparatus shall be 
sold to t,he Trustees at tJhe lowest possibl'e ,cha-rge. 
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'rUE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT'S CIRCULAR I
 REGARD 'ro COUl\TY 
SCHOOL CO:NVENTIOKS IN UPPER CANADA, 1865. 


When I began, in 1844, ,to apply myself to establis:h and mature our present System 
of Public Elementary InstrucUon, it was part of my plan to visit foreign ,education 
Oountries .once in five years, in order tio acquire information, to observe the nature, 
working and p,rogress of SystEms of Public Instruction, so that we migh.t in our 
Educational System and institutions profit as much as pos.sihl,e by the example and 
experience of other .enlightenEd Countries. It was also another part 0'Î my plan to 
visit each County in Upper Canada once in fiv'e years, in order to acquire local informa- 
tion a.s to the circumstances and wishes of the people, to hold free c'Onsultations as to 
the '" orking, progress and defects of (Jur System of Public Instruction, and the 
best means of improving a.nd adapting it to .the institutions and wants of the Country. 
:\'Iy last quinquennial tour w'as made in January, February a.nd March o[ 1860; 
but my health did not permit me Ito unde.rtake the great labour (Jf another Tour last 
year; and the absorption of the public mind wit.h the subject of Confederation 'and ()ther 
exciting questions, seemed to renæer it inopportune for me to hold public County Con- 
ventions on Seho.ol matters. 
I propose, in the course of the next three months, P.rovidence permitting, to 
make my fourth and p-robably last visit to each County or union of Counties in Upper 
Canada, in order to hold a County School Convention of all Soehool Officer3 and other 
friends of genera1 education who may think proper to attend. The law makes it the 
duty of each Local Superintendent" to meet and confer with the Chief Superintendent 
of Education, at such time and place as he may appoint, when making an Official Visit 
to the County f'Or the promo1tion of the intere'8ts of education." By law, all Clergymen, 
Judges, Membe.rs of the Legislature, :Members of County Councils, Magistrates and 
Aldermen, are S,cho'Ol Visitors. I will be happy to meet and confer not only with- School 
Visiltors and Local SuperintEndent'S, but also with as many Trustees, Teachers, and 
Friends of Education generally, as can make it convenient to attend-including, of 
course, such Trustees and other School Offi,cers and promoters of Education, as reside 
in the Cities, Towns and Incorpo.rated Villages in each County, within the limits of 
which a County Convention shaH be held. 
The objeot of each Convention will he:- 
To consider any sug;gestiüns whi,ch .may be made for the amendment 'Of the 
C'Ûmmon School Law, for the improvement 'Ûlf the Schools, for the diffusion of Educa- 
tion, and for the extension and usefulness .of Prize Books and Public Libraries. 
To con s.i de.r, especially, whether, or not, it would be desirable to have one 
Boa'l"d 'Of S.C'ho(Jl Trustees for each Towns1hip, as there is one B'Ûard of Trustees f.or each 
City, Town, and Incorpora>ted Village; and whether the Township Council should not 
be such Board of School Trustees,-ühus putting an end to the tr'Ouble and disputes 
arising from School Section divisions and alterations, the election (Jf Section Trustees, 
and the levying and collecting of School Section Rates, etcetera-greatly simplifying 
the mac.hinery of the S.c'hool System, leaving to Parents a la,rger direction as to the 
. seIec.tion of a Sc:hÜ'ol for their children, and giving greater ,permanency to the situation 
of Teachers. In several of the 'neig1hbouring Sotates, where the System of Township 
Boards of School Trustees h'as been established in the place of School SecUon Trustees, 
the advan>tage is said to be immense. 
It is also proposed to 'C'onsider whether e,ach Municipal Council should not be 
invested with power ,toO bring to ac.count and punish by fine, or requiring work on the 
roads, Parents who do not send their ,c.hildren, between seven and fifteen years of age, 
to some S.('Jh'Ool at least four months in .each year. 
Suc.h are the subjec1ß on which I propose to ascertain the opinions and wishes 
of the Country, as far as possible; for, as the School System has been thus far remark- 
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ably successful, and the Country at large has s'o nobly sustained and extended it, I do 
not propose to recommend any c.hange in any o.f the ,provisions of the S-chool Law with- 
out consulting, as far as pracUcable, the S'ühool .managers, Parents, and friendS of 
Education in each County on the subject. I hope their attention, and that of the pUblic 
press, will be directed to the above-mentioned subjects, and the results' of their reflec- 
tions and -consultations given at the proposed Conventions. 
I propo.s'e to deliver a short Address, at the opening of each County School Conven- 
tion. 


THE EDUCATIO
 OF TIlE YOUTH OF CANADA THE GREAT OBJECT IN VIEW-GENERAL -REl\IARKS. 


The objed which the Government, the Legislature, and the Department have in 
viev., is the ed'U(
ation o.f the youth of the Province, and it is one in which every perEon 
is -concerned. Our system of Government is so framed tha1t in proportion to a man's 
property, so do his inte.rests and burthens of respünsibiIity to it increase, and the 
greater a man's property, the greater is his personal interest in the training and m'Oral 
cuUure of the rising generation. Great pains Ihave been taken in framing, and in the 
administration, of the School System of Upper Canada, not only by visiting other 
Countries and inquiring into their Systems of Education, and adopting what was best 
in them, but als'o by visiting >the various Countits of Upper Canad.a and inquiring 
into the circumstances and wishes of the respective communities. It had been felt by 
him that a mere theoretical systJem was not sufficieIlJt, inasmu-ch as differerut commun- 
ities, subject to t1he constantly Clhanging influences of a progressive Country, require 
changes in their educational institutions. For it must not be forgotten th'at, although 
the general system of law and Government are in many res/peets essentially the same, 
they must ever be adapted to the peculiar feelings and interests of the people for w.hose 
prQltection and benefit they are instituted; and the same rule applies to the Educational 
System. In order, .therefore, to obtain à full insight into tihe wants OIf the p'e'Üple, he 
had thought it best from time to time to hold meetings similar to this, which was the 
fourth Visit of the kind which he had made. It is ,assumed by all 1:Jhat it is the duty 
of every Country to educate its youth, and it is alSiO assumed that it is the duty of every 
Parent to co-operate in doing so. If" a Father were to mutilate llis child he would be 
liable to the penal laws of the land, but how Ifar more culpable is that man wno 
mutilates the immortal part of his child's nature, and who, by negleCiting to do what 
lies in his power to 
rovide for his mental training, reduces him almost to the level of a 
barbarian! 


EDUCATION OF CHILDREN ONE OF THE FIRST DUTIES OF PARENTS. 


(Doctor RYeTson next pro-ceeded to urge parents to consider it as one of their flrst 
duties to give their childTen such an education as would enable them to take care and 
make a proper use of prope-rty that might be left 'to' them, or what they might mal{e 
themselvEs by their own industry. He was ratber against Parents leaving their sons 
large fortunes, as it 'led them to be idle and careless, and sometimes dissipated, but 
considered it to ,the advantage of Parents to settle a dowry on their daughters, as they 
generally took better care ()!f it. He said he knew 'ID'any y-oung men who had received 
large fortu.neiS fr-om their Parents, who had sunk into obscurity, while those that haå 
been brought up to industrious pursuits in agrkul.ture, etcetera, had made fortunes 
for themselves, and were among the first men of the Country.) 


INFLUENCE OF AN ATTRo\CTIVE S'CHOOL HOUSE AND A COOD TEACHER. 


It was highly desirable to remove, as far as pÛ'ssible, all obstacles that might inter- 
fere wHh the education of you.th. "Dhe very place of inlStruction should be rendered as 
attractive as possible. !if the School House should happen to he the meanest House in 
the neighbourhood, 'as it not unfrequently was, the impressi.ou of the children attending 
it would, naturally be that i't was one of the meanest thin,gs in the world to attood 
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School. It was requisite that the interior of the School Hous.e should be rendered as 
clean and comfortable as possible. There was much true philosophy in the erection of 
a good School House. Teachers, also, should be the most attrac.uve persons in the 
estimation {)f their Pupils. They should see to it that they conducted th
mselves in 
their bearing and their whole manner towards the Sch.ool childrf'n as kindly as possible; 
for the art of kindness would surely make itself feU, 'and when Teachers had secured 
the affection of their Pupils, so as to command respect and attention, they would be in 
a position to -exert the best influences for the education of the 
"i()uth in their charge.... 


RESPECTFGL TREATMENT OF THE TEACHER BY PARENTS. 


It is also necessary for Parents to 
peak .of the Teacher in terms of esteem, and to 
treat him, or her, as respectfully as possible. If children heard ,their Parents speak 
disrespectfully of the Teacher, it was not likely that .they .could receive any good from 
him. It was frequently the case that Parents themselves rais-ed an impediment to 
the instructi'On of their children by speaking disrespectfully of the Teacher. Even 
sh.ould circUimstances arise that would re-.nder the Teacher's removal from the S'c hoo I 
desim,ble, yet tJhat impression should not be given to the children while the Tea<:fuer 
held his situation in the School. Parents should exert .every effort to call foroth the 
Religious, moral, and intellectual p{)wers Qf their children. It was of importance that 
both Teacher and Parents should combine and use every endea'.or for the advancement 
of the educati.on of youth. 


COMPCLSOHY EDUCATIO
 OF VAGRANT CHILDREN. 
One subject which had lately commanded a very great deal of c.onsideration, both 
from the Government and from the people, was the qûestion as to the course to be 
d.dopt.ed in reference to children who were entirely neglected by their Parents. The 
word "compulsory" he knew had not the most agreeable sound in ,the ears of many 
individuals. It was thought by soone to be an interference with personal liberty and 
parental right. But tile !proposal was founded .on public expediency and the principles 
of justice between man and man. The system Wag carried out with greater rigour in 
s.wÍtzerland. The Swiss felt that the general ed1lcation of _ the people was so 
essential t'O the 'main1tenance of their liberty, that ,tJbey looked upon man as an enemy 
to the Country, and as liable to the penal laws of the Cant'Ûn in which he lived, who 
did not educate his children. The principle on which Compulsory Education was 
founded was this: The Ratepayer justly said,-" If Hie State compels me to pay taxes 
for toe education of aH the youth in the State, I have a right tx> d'e.mand .of the S'tate, 
in return, that it s'haJ.I see that all ,the youth are ed'ucated." If the Parent were to d{'ny 
the -chiid the education which was so necessary to the proper disüharge Qf its future 
duties, the community had a right to step in between the Parent and tfue child, t.J 
secure to the child its inherent rights. )Iany thought that Parliament should legislate 
d'ire-ctly u,pon the subject, and make it penal to neglect the sending children to School. 
But his opinion was tihat as each 
lunicipality provided the means of education, so 


.School Room Decoration-The matter of School Room Decoration is attracting a good 
deal of attention jn some Countries, and the Regents of th
 rniversity of the State of New 
York have issued a Volume of 430 pages, on "Travelling'! Pictures and School Room Decora. 
tion," showing what is being done in this matter in the United States and in England 
with the noted. Fitzroy pictures. The Volume ha<; in it one hundred pictures illustrative 
of History, Art, etc., etc. It also has pictures of Statues and Noted Public Buildings. We 
have in the collection which I have made ninety beautifully engraved electrotypes of Cana- 
dian Statues and Monuments. These, with pdctures illustrative of British History, would 
make, with letter press, a most attracti\"e Brochure, by which Trustees might !"ee what a 
gI'leat variety of National and Patriotic Subjects there are from which they might make 
selections for their School Rooms. I have made arrangements with the Grand Trunk and 
Canadian Pacific Railway Companies for the supply to Schools of the large pictures of 
places in Canada along their respecti\"e lines of railway. 
The historical pictures, published as proposed. might be of service to Teachers In deal- 
ing with history In the Schools. Coloured' pictures of Natural History wO ' .1ld form an 
attractive decoration on the walls of School Rooms. .T. G. H. 
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she-uld each )Iunicipality have the right to deal with ,the subject. All that \\ as 
es.st'utial ".as that th
 child must be educated, and the education might take place at 
home, with the )IoLLler a<; .the ir.s.tructor, 'as \\ as the 
ase \\ ith the celebrated John 
WlSÌl:\y and hIS Brothers and Sisters, \\ ho receivEd their ffi.rly edu('ation from their 
.:\lother. If in Townships a By-law were passed declaring that the Parent who did not 
Send. hIS children, from seven to twelve year:; of age, to any ::;,:'hool for four months in 
the Jear, such Parent should pay a double Rate-biJI it would ha\e a good effect.. 


YOLCXT\R\ ('n \1:.\(" fEI: 111- THF PI !ILl<' SCHOOl 
 STF
1. 


The Common Sthool :3ystem of rpper Canada wa:; entirely a volunJtar) one witil 
respect to :\Iunicipalities. They can tax a.s they plEase to suppor,t Schools, and they 
can rEfuse to sustain them if they ple-ase. The Sr
tem is. thus Ithe work of the peop:e 
themsehes. The GO\ ernment does not levy a single penny of a S'chool-rate. Xo 
Country in Europe had 
 Ul
 an efficiEn.t School Establishment as Prus8ia; but there 
It is purely a GoHrnn:'Eut 111",titution; it is not managed by the people; and conse' 
quently it did not confer thos.e advantagEs which wûuld have .followed had the system 
been managed by the people, as in Canada, as hf're no School House can be built, ana 
no Rate levied, except by the concurrence of the pe<>ple. 


hU'ORTAXCFAXU IXFLCEXCE OF PRIZF:-. .\
n 
IEIUT CARlI:-. 1'\ SCHOOL. 


Another feature in the present System, and one \\ hic.h 
ad commanded a great deal 
of interest, destinEd, as it was, to exercise a most salutarJ influence up:m the intelli- 
gence of the youth of Canada, "as the sy.stem of presenting Prizes to the meritorious 
Pupils. He atta-ched greëit importance to the dis.tribution of Prizes, on the judicious 
S) stem ad'Ûpted, for the encouragement of Pupils. These PrizEs were given, not only 
for learning, but for Punctuality, Diligen
. general good Conduct and success in 
Recitation. All migiht not be able .to learn wit.h the same degree of speed, but every 
Pu,pil could be punctual, diligent. and of good conduct. The System lately 
introduced' by the Education Department, and now generally carried out, had been 
most successful. and .t-he reason why it had been so was that, not onl) were prizes 
awarded to those "ho answered the qU
Sltions at the Examinations in the most 
satisfactory manner, but also for general good conduct, punduality in attendance, 
diligence, and perfect -recitation, and this enoC'Ourage'Illent was given to every Pupil 
without leaking one Pupil the rival of another Pupil. rndEr the Departmental System 
every Pupil "ould obtain a Prize aooording to his own merit. This spirit of emulation 
fonned part of the &O<'ial life of our people, urging thE"Ill to that industry and activity 
which constituted the greatness and grandeur of our Xation. The C()illJpetition for 
Prizes, under the Departmental S)ste'IIl, gave rise to ,feelings of the moot noble and 
generous character, not to ftelings of a selfish kiud in the mind of the scholar. We 
might imagine the feelings "hkh filled the hEart of a Pupil when he aHained a :\Ierit 
Card. He WQuid t,hink of t,he pleasure with whj.ch the announcement of his success 
wou!d be received at h()'Ule. Since the inauguration of the Prize System 211,655 
\"olumes had been sent out for PrizEs. Everyone of these Volumes, containing, as they 
did, a variety of instructive matter. was valued and read by the whole famil) circle, 
and thus became the means of spreading abroad useful information and instruction 
throughout the "hole community. The desire 10 excel is a noble quality implanted in 
our nature, for the best and wisest end. Every man wishes to rise not only for his 
own individual good, but for that o.f his Country. A large amount of money in 
different localities had been generously provided for the procuring of Prizes. One 
Iem- 
ber of the Legislative Coundl, tlhe Honourable Billa Flint, who represented a County 
whkh C'ontained no Jess than twenty-three Townships, had contributed $10 for e'3eh 


eIn a Draft of School Bill prepared by the Chief Superintendent of J:ducation after the 
M
t;n... of these Conventions he introduced a Seciton ,providing that the District Juil.ge 
should "fine parents neglecting to send their Children to School. 
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Township for this purpose, on condition that each Township should contribute as much 
IDore.* $20 had been added to qÜs sum by the Education Depa.rtJmell't so too.t $40 
was expended annually in each of these respective Townships for the purchase of Priz
. 
The Bonourable ì\1.r. Justice Wilson and DÜ'ctor Cronyn, the Bis:hop of Huron, as Local 
Superintendent of S.chools for the City of London, gave -back -each in sluccession his 
SaLary 'as such Superintendent, ($100), ,to be expended in giving Priz-es to the School 
children of tJhe City. Wherever the new Merit Card system of giving Prizes 
had been introduced, great and good results had ensued. 


SUPPLY OF PUßLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES, MAPS Al'iD ApPARATUS. 


Some years since, the Department, in its endeavours to render Maps, Globes, and 
Sehool Apparatus accessible in this Counotry at -bhe lowest possible rates, had found 
that in England the Government had arranged wiúh severaol Publishers for the production 
of Maps at prices ahout forty per cent. below the retail charges, and upon which terms 
they 'Were ,furnished ,to the Sochools in England, aid,ed by' Parliamentary Grants. On 
a.pplication, the Pub1is,hers agreed to exbend their arrangement to the Dep,arbment of 
Education in Upper Canada; and in like manner the Publishers of 'Books in England 
and the United States agreed :to furnish the Books required for ,the Common School 
Libráries at gretatly reduced rates. 


DEVELOP
fENT OF C
\l'iADIAN INDUSTRY IN THE MANUFACTURE OF MAPS AND ApPARATUS. 


The first sitep of the Department in obtaining Text Books had been to procure them 
cheaply by importation and bhen to open the way for Canadian enterprise by their 
reproduction. So also with Ma,ps, Orreries, Tellurians, Thermometers, and other 
Apparatus, the object o.f .the Department has been to produce every.thing th
t we 
required ourselves, and more than one hundred of these different articles were now 
reproduced in this Country. In the re-engraving of Maps, changes had been introd,uced 
so as to ad'apt them to the present state of geogra.phical knowledge. In the Maps 
which 'have now been published, great pains had been taken to render, as conspkuously 
as ,po'S'sible, places of importanee in British and Colonia1 history; and due prominence 
had also been given to tho'Se places in the Crimea, rendered famous by the Russian 
war; in China, by Lord Elgin op-ening up tlo commerce places which until ]ately had 
been unknown; and In the United S.tates by the late great Civil War. In the matter of 
Soehool Furniture, 'Selections had been made of tbe models in New York and Boston, 
and these models were fj,hown to Cabinet-makers in this Country to Teceive their 
prQposa'ls for c'Ünstructing the same. The .consequence had been that a new branch of 
trade had sprung up in 'Our own Go'Uutry,-the manufacture of Hehool Furniture. Thus 
we had gone on encouraging .tl1e industry o.f our own people; first mounting t'he 
1aps, 
next reprinting the Readers, preparing Oanadian Text Books, making the Furniture, 
and now engraving the Ma,p'S. In this way it had been soug1ht to develop Canadian 
Industry, and to impo'I"t nothing that we can make ourselves. This he considered was 
one of the most important features of the School System. Not only should our School 
System and our School Architecture be Canadian, but Canadian skill and enterprise 
s'bould produce, or manufacture, everythi!'g t,hat the Country requires. By the employ- 
ment of Canadian capital and skill several thousands of pounds we-r'e annually saved 
to the Country. If the pTke of every bushel of wheat and every <foot of lumber sent 
toO 'foreign markets was expended in Canada we should be so much the rkher. He 
thought jot of the great'est importance for the interest of the Oountry and its general 
ad van eement, tJhat we should be produceTs -of that w.hich we c'onsume, and that we 
should s'end as little of the 1ll10ney out of the Country to the f'Üreign producer,-f-or we 
w'anted it al1,-as possible. 


.It is gratifying to know that a Township competitive System of Pr.izes has lately been 
Introduced In various Counties. 



BILLS FOR THE nIPROVE
IENT OF THE ONTARIO SCHOOLS. 
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DRAFTS OF TWO BILLS FOR THE I.
IPROVE)IEN1.' OF THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTE}! OF UPPER CANADA, 1866. 


These Drafts of Bills, designed to improve the condition and status of the 
Public School System of Upper Canada, were framed by the Chief Superintendent 
of Education, as arrang.ed with the Honourable Attorney General, John A. :Mac- 
donald, on his visit to the Seat of Government. They are based upon the result of 
the Proceedings of the School Conventions which Doctor Ryerson haa recently 
held ]n the several Counties of Upper Canada. 
The first of these Drafts of Bills provides for an expression of opinion, by 
means of Resolutions to be passed at the Annual School Section :Meetings, on the 
expediency of substituting l.'ownship Boards of School l.'rustees for the isolated 
School Section System of-local School :Management. It also provides for the elec- 
tion of the Township Board of School Trustees; and for its proceedings when elected. 
l.'his Draft of Bill also provides for the appointment by the Government of 
County Boards of six :Members each, selected, on the nomination of the Chief Sup- 
erintendent of Education, out of twelve recommended to him by the County Coun- 
ci1. 'j'hese County Boards are for the Examination, by means of authorized printed 
Questions, sent out to the Counties, under Seal, of Teachers, and the granting to 
them of First and Second Class Certificates, as the result of the answers which 
may be given by them to the questions proposed. 
This Draft of Bill further provides for the institution of a system of ele- 
mentary Uilitary Drill in the Normal, Grammar and Public Schools by the CounciJ 
of Public Instruction, with sanction of the Governor-in-Council. 
In addition, the Bill provides for the substitution of the County Judge for 
tJ1e three Arbitrators named in the School Act for the settlement of disputes be- 
tween l.'eachers and School Trustees. He is also to have jurisdiction in the case 
of disputes between Grammar SchoolMasters and Their Trustees. It further pro- 
vides for the appointment of County Superintendents of Schools, with definite 
qualifications, to be prescribed, instead of Township Superintendents, wifh, or 
without, any ascertained qualifications for that office, as formerly. 
Two additional Sections have been added to this Draft of Bill, relating, (1), 
to the Inspection of the Grammar and Separate Schools, and for additional 
Masters in the Normal School; (2), and for supplying :Mechanics' Institutes with 
Book
 and Maps from the Educational Depository. The subjects of these two Sec- 
tions had been submitted to the Government by the Chief Superintendent, but tbey 
had not, at the time, been decided upon by it. 
The Second Dråft of Bill provides, in a modified form, for compelling Parents 
to educate their children, or be subject to a fine, for not doing so, by the Division 
Court Judge, or by the City Recorder. This subject was fully discUBsed at the 
County School Conventions, and while some objected to the principle of compulsory 
education, which it involved, as it interefered, as they stated, with the alleged 
(( rights" of Parents in the matter; yet the general consensus of opinion of the 
Ratepayers present at the Convention was in fayour of some desirable means of 
preventing so many idle and vagrant children from being practically denied the 
advantage of a good Common School training. 



62 


DOCUMENTS ILU;f;Tn
\Tn'E OF EDUC.\TIOK 11\ ONT
\RIO. 


rrHE CHIEF SUPERIXTEXDEXT'S EDnC..\TIONAL YISrr rro C01TX- 
1'HIES IX EUROPE, 1866. 


LETTER FROM 'rIlE CHIEF SLPERIXTE
DENT OF EDUC.\TION TO THE PnOnKCTAL 
SECRET
\HY . 


I have the honour to submit to the favourable conlSide:ration of His ExceIIency the 
Governor General-in-Oo'llncil a res,p'e.ctful request for permis,sion to visit some of the 
Countries of Europe, with a view to the r'ee:.stablishment of my !health, and the improve- 
meTht of our S-y-stem -o.f PubH.c Instruction in lIpper Canada. 
When I commenced the organization of OUir Educational System in 1844, it was 
with the intention, and understanding, t\hat I sh()iuld visit 'Other e,ducatin,g Countries 
once in five years, in or,der ,to avail olIrlse1ves ()f their ,experience aTId practice in con- 
nexion with our -own, ,for the purp.os,e of employing every poss.ible :measure, appliance and 
influence to aãvance the educational interests of Upper Canada. Accor.dingly, I made 
such a fo-reign tour, educational inquiry and insiP'ection in 1845-6, and again .in 1850, 
agaiTI in 1855-6, since w,hioh time, excepting three months in 1857, I have confined my 
lab()iurs to the Provinee. During each of these Tours I had my own thoughts quickened 
and my views enlarged by conversation wi.th the principal Edu.cationists, by visiting 
the .chief Educational Institutions and examining the School Systems, and modifications 
of them, in the different Countries I. visited,-thus obtaining much informaUon and 
many ,hints and s'ugges.uoTIs w,hi'oh I have turned to ,useful purpose in improving t'he 
practical de'tails of our own S.chool System. 
Besides the ,above menUoned general -objects pur-sued in connexion with my educa- 
tional TOUI'iS, I -obtained at the Pari.g Exhibition -of 1855, and during my Tour, many 
MOdels -and Object.s of Ar,t adapted and intended for a Provincia!l SchüO'I of Art and 
Design. I pr'opos-e now, with such advi,ce and .assistance as I may obtain ,during my 
Tour, to ad,d to the collection of :\lodels and Objeds of Art, suitab1e for the School of 
Art and Des.jgn, and foOr the Educational :\I'usEum, and to sele,ct and engage Ii pmperly 
q.ualified :\Ia.ste'r of tih,e SC3.ool of Art from the Graãuates of the EngIis,h Governmental 
Hchool of Art and Science .at Sou/th Kensington, and who .must also have ,the standing 
of a Member of the Royal Academy. I ,have reason to believe, from my former inquiries 
and consu.uations, that such a PersoTI .can be obtained; but, it wiH require a consider- 
able time ,to ascertain the c,haracter, qualification;:;, tem,per, etcelt:era, of available Can- 
didates for such a posiltion,-the la.st one to be filled in order .to .complete our Educational 
S'ystem. 
vVe already hav'e ,the requisite Rooms; nearly aU the re,quisHe 
'[odels, and, from 
appli-cations already made, thelre wHl be a'n ample number 'Ùf Pupils; and all Ì'll.at is 
now req'Uired i,s the 'selection of a suitable HEad for that Branch of Ins.truction. If the 
Paris Exhibition be held next Spring, ,as prop-osed òy 
,he Emperor, it will great'ly 
faC'Ïlitate !Several objects of my Tour. 
I 'S,hall Iffiake the requisite provision' for the discharge of my Departmental duties 
during my absence. By the .careful ec'Ünomy and saving of Funds, set apart by author- 
ity for the purpnse to whi,ch I have r,eferred, means are IP'rovided ,for all th-at I now 
propose. I d-e"3ire to lEave Canada some time next Autumn; not to be 3.Jbsent for more 
than nine, or ten, months, and that my expense,s shalll not, under any circums:tances, 
.ex'ceed Seven hundred and fifty pounds, Cf750), whic.h will be paid 'Out of the upwards 
of Four thous,aTId pounds, (1:4,000), saved and available f>Or 
h'e Educational :\1:useum 
and the School of A'rt 'and Design. 


TORONTO, July 23rd, 1866. 


EGERTON R YERSO
. 



lJUl rul
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LETTER FROl\[ THE PROnNCIAL SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDEXT OF 
EDUCATION. 


I have the honour to inform you that His Excelltncy, the GovEirnor-General, has 
had under his considera,tion in CouncH your Letter of the 23rd of July .Jast, app1ying 
for leave of absence to visit Euro.pe .for the purp03'es therein s,et f'OTth. 


His Excellency has been pleased to grant you leave of abs'ence until the ht of :\Iay, 
1867, on ,the understanding that the cost of the Trip shall be limited and charged, as 
propooed, in the accompanying 1Iemorandlum. 


I have ,further to request t.hat you will carry out, as far as ,practioeable, the sugges- 
tions contained in the Memorandum, as to colJecting information, etcetera, during YOUl' 
Tour, respecting Schools for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind. 


OTTAWA, 19th Oct.ober, 1866. 


W!\1. ::\fcDolJGALI., Provincial Secretary. 


EKCLOSCRE :-Jlemo?'andllm on tlir Application of the UerrrClId Docto?" RYC1'son. 
Chief Supe?'intendent of Education f01' Upper ranada. f01' Leave of _lbsence 
t01' Xinc) 01' Ten) Jlonths. 


1. Having read the Letter of the Reverend Doctor Ryerson, the undersigned would 
respectfully ;recommend that, in compliance with his request, leave of absenoee be granted 
to him until the 1st of :\lay, 1867, to enable him to visit Europe, with a view to the 
re-establishment of .his health and the improvement of the Hystem of Public Instruc- 
tion in Upper Canada. 


2. The Ohief Superintendent proposes, as a spe<CÌal objed ,to be obtained by ,his 
\'isit to Europe, to .. add to the collection of ::\Iodels and Objects of A'rt suitable for the 
proposed Provincial School of Art and Design, and fo,r -the !purposes of the Educational 
Museum." He also proposes, while in England, t.o is'elect and engage a properly quali- 
fied :\Iaster ()of the School of Art and Design fr'om the GraJduate's of the English Govern- 
mental S.chool of Art and Science; and, under th-ese circumstance's, he submits that the 
expenses .of his Trip, which are not to exceed 1:750, should be defrayed out of 1:4,000 
saved and avai1able fOlr the Educational :\Iuseum and the School of Art and Design. 
In view of the .facts stated by the Superintendent, there seems to be no reo3Eon 
why the expenses of his Trip should be eharged against the said Fund. The Souper- 
intendent should, however, be reminded to exercise 'all pra,cUcal economy of expenditurf', 
and, in no case, to exceed the sum of 1:750, above mentioned. 


3. As it is contemplated to Establish Government Schools fOT the Deaf and Dumb, 
and 31so fü'r the Blind in Uppelr and Lower Canada, it is respectfu'lly recommended that, 
in addition to the genEral and spedal Educa'tional objocts referrEd to in Dodm 
Ryer
lon's Letter, he be requested .to -...isit the best Institutions in Great Britain and on 
the Continent of Ður-ope, for the ed'uca'tio'll of t,hese two dasses; with a view to coBect- 
ing informatioI1 a'S to the best mode of conducting such Institutions, and reporting on 
the subject to the Government on his r-etUTn. 
4. Doütor Ryers;on should also be reque'sted to ascertain on what terms a competent 
Person could be procured to take chR!rge of an Institllltion for eitheT or both of the 
cJaSlses of persons already mentioned,-Deaf, Dumb and Blind. 


OTTAWA, 2:ith August, 1866. 


W:\f. 1'1cDOI GALL. Provincial RC(,1'etary. 
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APPLICATION TO THE GOVERNMENT FOB AN I
CREASE OF 
SALARY TO THE OFFICERS OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 


NOTE. In arranging for the discharge of his Departmental Duties during his 
absence in Europe and before leaving, Doctor Ryerson made one more attempt to 
get the salaries of the Officers and Clerks in the Education Department placed on 
the same scale of remuneration as were those of the other various Departments of 
the Government at Ottawa. \Vith that view, he wrote the following Letter 011 the 
subject to the Honourable William McDQugall, Provincial Secretary:- 


I desire respectfu1Jy to s'ubmit, through you, to the favoul"iable consideration of Hia 
Excellency the Governor Genecr-al-in-Council the justice and expediency of increasing 
the Salaries of the subordinate Officers in this Department to some extent, at l'east, in 
conformity with the increase which has been made, from time to .time, to the Salaries 
of the subordinate Officers of other Public Departments of the Government, under .the 
Civil Service Act. 


The Salaries of the subordinate Officers of this' Department have always been fixed, 
from .time to time, by Orders-in-Council; and although they d'O not technically come 
under the ,provisions of the Civil Service Act, I think they do equitably; and may, of 
cO'urse, be dealt with, as in times past, at the pleas.ure of the Governor Grenera'l-in- 
CouncIl. 


I do not refer here to Clerks employed anò s,ervice rendere'd in the, Book and 
Apparatus Depository Branch of this Department. That Branch having been established 
by 'þermis'Sion of the Government, and by means of special Parliamentary Grants to 
aid the Sc.hool Munidpalities in providing their Schools with Libraries, Prizes, Books 
and Appaæatus, have felt myself authorized lio provi,de f.or the s-ervice of that Branch, 
as required from !time to time; and more especially as it is self-supporting. Nor do I 
refer to Officers and 8'errvants of the Normal and Model Schools, whose Sl3:la 1 ri.es ana 
allowances are determined by the Council of Public Instruction. Hut, what I now 
wÞmit, far the consideration of the Gove.rnment, relates, ,to the Salaries of Officers 01 
the Education Office proper, and the w.ork they perform therein. T.hey are appointed 
and their SalarIes detel"imined by t,he Goverll()r General-in-Council. 
Aft
 the conversations which I bave had with you, and one or two other Upper 
Canada M-embp:rs of the Government, I will here only add the four foHowing remarks. 
1. The Gentlemen whose 'cases I submit, are, I believe, unexcelled in c.haracter, 
attainments, abili.ties and effidency by the co:rrespond'ing Offioors in any other Public 
Department. They have aU been employed on 'a six months' trial, and have only been 
permanently appoiruted after giving this pra<,Ucal proof of their quaJ.ifications and 
fitness for the duties for w.hich they had beelll employed. 
2. They have an been faithful and efficient in the di5'charge of their Office duties, 
and truly patriotic and loyal to their Country,-eleven of the employês 'Of this Depar:t. 
ment -being among the Volnnteer
 on the Frontier, to Tepel the Fenian invasion, and 
nine of them in the Battle of Rid-geway,--one o,f wlhom was kll1ed,-proc'eeding thither 
on a few hours' notice. 


3. While the Salaries ()of the subo.rdinate Officelrs of the. PubJic Departments at the 
Seat of Government h!ave been increased from time to time, und.er the Provisions O't 
the Civil Service Act, the Salaries of the equally coonpetent and faithful subordinate 
Offi-cers of this Department .have remained stationary. 


TORONTO, 1st of August, 1866. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 



DUTIES AND SALARIES OF EDUCATION DEPART}1E
T OFFICERS.. 1866. 65 


.ENCLOSURES :-Bxplanatury .J1 em01'andum rclative to the Subordinate Office1's of 
the Education Depm.tment of Upper Canada. 


(NOTE.-None of the Officers whose names are prefixed by an asterisk are now living.) 


1. Mr. John George Hodgins, A.M.. LLB., F.R.G.S'., Deputy Su,perintendent, (one 
of the original Officers of the Queen's Own Rifles), has bee'll in the Office since 1844,- 
and is, therefore, one of the olod.egt Servants of the Crown in Upper Canada. He wal!l 
appointed by the (j{)veTnm-in-Council as Deputy SuperintendeIlt in 1855. On my 
appointment to the Office in 1844, I emp,loyed Mr. Hodgins, (then a Student at College 
since 1840), on trial; and after he evinced the necessary ability, I reeommended him to 
go to Dublin, and spend a y'ear in the Gre,at National Educ'ation Office of Ireland, 
in ordelr to learn its whole mode of management in its SEv'en different branches of ser- 
vice. Mr. Hodgins did so at his own expense, and returned to Canada, bringing the 
hi.ghest Testimonials {)f the Dublin Board, as ,to .his diligence, ability and complete 
mastery of their Office economy and management. Sinc-e then, Mr. HodgiI15 has per- 
formed an amount of office work not excelled, I be1ieve, by any man in Canada; having 
most to do in organizing and superintending an rt:he d,etalls in the different branchee 
of the Department, and has administered it during my frequent absences and indis- 
position,-including, in times past, a 'large portion of the Office Correspondence, and thus 
relieving me more and more, by assuming most of it. To Mr. Hodgins' ability, indus- 
try and s.kill, more than to mine, is the Country indebted for the economy and efficiency 
and oompleteness with which every Branch of the Department is or,ganized and man- 
a.ged. Mr. Hodgins' Salary was fixed by Order-in-Council in 1857, at $2,000, with $200 
extra a year as a "good serviee allO'wance," for .his servicEs in organizing a new 
Department of the Government. I now propose the addition of $400 a YEar. 
I may add that during four years before 11r. Hodgins entered College in 1840, at 
the age of nineteen, he was employed in 1836-1840 in three Mer'cantile Estab1ìshments, 
the latter part .of the time in the large wholesale and f'etail establishment of Thorn.a;t" 
b"tlnson, and afterwards of the late finn of Messieurs E. and J. StlnsoIl, at HamiltO'n.- 
being nearly one year feUow Clerk with Mr. Charles McGill, late May-or, and present 
Member of ParJiamentfor Hamilton. The Firm offered, (by letter), Mr. Hodgins, 
n-ot only an advanceod. Clerkship, eoupled with the perwnal assurance afterwards of 
Þcing set up in business, when he became o.ld enough, if he would return to them, after 
he had, in 1840. determined to enter College. Had he accepted their offer, he would 
doubtless ,have bee'll ere ,this, with his business ablllty and talents, at the head of onE: 
of the laTgest mercantile Establis.hmeruts in Canada; hut he determined to' enter College, 
where he obtained df"tinction, and where r selected him as my first Assistant in 1844. 
1 have seen a Hand Bill, or printed Circular, of one of .the firms of a Branch Store, in 
which 'he was engaged, dated February, 1839, in w1hieh "Mr. John G. Hodgins," then 
E:ighteen years .of age, is state.d to the Customers and debtors to be "their Agent at 
Galt," authorized rt:o receive payment of Äceounts and to give Receipts. 
2. *Mr. Allexander Marling, LL.B., Senior Clerk and Accountant, keeps- the BoO'ks 
and Cash Aeeoun.t, and pays all Bills, and makes ()IUt the Checks for Expense-s, Salaries, 
and Grants,-varying 'ßrom a few shillings to thO'usands of dollars, amounting in all to 
over $300,000 per annUiIIl, ánd ae,counts for aU Receipts and Payments monthly to the 
Auditor General; reports respecting aU Apportionments and Grants, a'lldHs the School 
Teacher's Provincial Ce,rtificates.; drafts most of the Letters respecting Separate and 
Grammar Schools, which involve the payments of Moneys; and prepares some of the 
Statistics, etcetera, foc tJh-e Chief S'llperintendent's Annual Reports. I propose that 
$400 a yeaT be adde-d to the $1,200 fixed at present as his S,alary by Order-in-Councll in 
1857. 
3. .Mr. F. J. 'l."ayIO'r, :F.irst Class Graduate of the Mllltary SChool, was in camp &t 
Laprairie, is a Captain of Militia. In the Office ten years; files and enters all I.etters 
IV.-6 
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in a Re.gi,ster, with an ind.ex; prepares most of the Sbatistica;l matter fo'r the Depart- 
mental AwwaJ Reports, C'omprising a la,rge amount -of calcul'aÜon, and examination 
of sevE'T'al hundred l'oe-al l<.eports. He is a very intelligE'nt, trustworth), amI valuable 
man in the Delpartment. His Salary w
s fixed in 1857 at $1,000 per annum. 1 propose 
Hs increase to $1,200. 
4. *:\1:1'. J. T. R. Stinson, (Son oJ' the late Reverend Do.ctor Stinson,) a well educated 
man, First Clas'S Graduate of the :\1ilit:ary S.chool, léin Officer of the Q'ueel1's Own Rifles, 
who commanded a Company mo.st efficien.tly at Lime Ridge, (or Ridgeway). He has 
been in the Office UP" arods of seven years. Keeps and arranges all the Letter'S; gets up 
the numerous cases requiring reoference to previous Correspondeuee; keeps the Oflì.ce 
Records; assists in making u.p StaUstics and assists ger.eraHy in the Office; is an ex- 
ceJlent young 'man, and the .only depend,ence of a wid'ÛwEd 
:I'ÛLhel}'. His salary is .only 
$500. I propose i.ts iner'e.a.se to. $800. 


5. *:\1'1'. W. H. Atkinson, an excellent pEnman, a fine y.oung man. Has been in Office 
thrèe years, to assist, and do now most of the work of Doct.or A. J. 'Williamson, (CIeri;: 
of Oorrespondence,) an aged man .of seventy years, getting quite infirm, and whose 
Salary of $900 I do not pfiolPose to incr'ease, thougil it would he cruel to dismii3s him, a.'! 
h"! has been faithful and effident copying Clerk .for f-ouroteen years. Mr. Atkinson's 
Salary is only $340. I propose to makE:' it $500. 


-6. *:\111'. JamEs 1\loore, resident Keeper of the ,Educational Buildings tand PrerniseE 
and Office MelS'senger. Was formeTly a Sergeant in the Army. Has been in the Office 
eight YE:'ars; makoes all the pur,chases of Coals .and 'Wood for the Education Office, an!! 
Xor.mal and l\lodel S.choollS, and sees that the contracts are duly fulfUled. A most 
trustworthy and' 'useful man in the Establishment. His 'salary is $300, and Residence. 
J propnse to add $50 t,o h
 Salary. 


The whole amount of what I propose in the i,ncrease of Salaries of six meritorious 
Officers of the De'partrmen't, (apart from arrea,rs,) is only $1,510, not the amount of 
ùifferenre some year.s. between the expensE'S of the Education Department of Upper and 
Lower Canada, a small thing f.or the Country, but important, and will he a great encoul"- 
agemen.t, as werl.l as help, to men who have not sparEd them;:;,elves. either in the d'lltie,s of 
th(> Office, tOr, when required. in the service of the Country. 


Tono:wo, 1st Augus't, 1866. 


EGFRTON R1F.I
SON. 


(NOTE. There is no record in the Education Department that this Letter was 
either 8eknO\Y1edge(1, or replied to.) 


1Æ'efFR FRO)L .T. GF,OROF, Honm"
 'T'O THB TIEvERExn DorTon RYERSON.. IN ADDI- 
'fro'\ TO Ills 
\1F:\l0I: \XDt

L I
 lU,:c;.uw TO 1'111,' En:T.\Tw\' OFFICE :-' \ T. \1:11::'. 


There are 'One ,or two points -connected with my own cas'e, whi.ch, (in ad'dition to 
your exp!ana10ry Memorandum), I may mention. 
1. In 1857, when in my thirte-enth year of Service in the Office, the Government of 
u.s 0\\ n accord gave me 1::50 a year, (in addition ItO my regular Offi'ce Sal.ary, as then 
fi'x.ed,) in consideration, (a,s stat-ed in the Order-in-CounC'il,) of "}.o.n.g and laborious 
service" in the formation of a new De1partment. I am now in my twenty-second year 
of serviC'e, and have not, s.o far as I am aware, relaxed in my exeTtiOllts. I think I 
-am now among the comparatively few sEnior Employés in the Public S.ervke. It is 
possible that these facts may have a favourable influence in my case. 
2. The next point is that the Civil Service Act fixed the pay of Deputies at the 
Seat of Governme.nt art. i:650, while acting as such, and 1:600 when not so employ-ed. 
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Practically no difference was made, for all the Deputies, and .those other,s who rankea 
as such, received 1:650 each per annum since 1857, not induding extra pay .for extra 
services, of which there are numerous instances. 8ince.my ap.pointment as Deputy in 
1H::;5, I 'have pe.rformed the dutie'S of acting Head of the De,partment in your various 
official absenc8S in Europe, and while making your Tours in the Province, for a ,period 
exce-eding two years in all. For this I received no extra pay, al-though I think the Civil 
Service Act intended that 1:50 a year should be the remuneration for such extra services 
where performed by a Dpputy. 
3. The last point is, that faiHng success with ,the Government I think you could 
procure for me the appointmen.t of Lecturer on Schoo'l Jurisprudence in the 
ormal 
S.
hool. Now that the system of instruction in that Institution is ,being revised, it seems 
to be an appropriate time to intlroduce this ne.c
sary and imlportant feature in its 
C,mrse of Instruction. It is of far more consequence than either :\lusic, or Ora wing, 
although both are useful in their place. It would have the effed of drawing closer the 
Teachers of the Normal 8-chool and the DeJ}!ar,tment, and would give them a Status a8 
a S.chool authorioty in their l'Ûcalitie'S, as well as thus give 'lIS an additional hold upon 
them in the Country. The pay might be fixed at abüut noo per annum, and then Mr. 
Marling might take the office of Rec'Ording Clerk to the Council, w.hioh I now hoMo 


TORONTO, July 25th, 1866. 


J. GEORGE HODGIxs. 


K OTE. During his absence in Europe I corresponded with Dr. Ryerson on 
official matters and received from him letters in return. I quote those only of 
public interest and condense those I insert. J. G. H. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGIX
. 


I have visited all the Institutions ,fnr the Deaf, Üu:r.llb and æind w,hich I desired 
to see, except ,the one oa.t Hartford, Connecticut. 
I take with me for future reference and use the important Re-ports of the )Jew York 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. In view of our establishing such IllIsÜtu.tion.s in 
Canad
, my visit to those in bhe L"nited States is of the greatest impor-tance, as I shall 
funy report upon them. 



EW YORK, Kovember 23rd, 1866. 


ECERrox RYERSON. 


DOCTOR RYERSO:N TO J. G EOUGE HODGD, S. 


1".1"om what I ,have read and thought on the passage to England, I am deeply 
impressed with the great im,portance of having visited the Institutions of the Deaf, 
Dumb and Blind in the United S'tatEs, and to ,have read their Reports of the 'last and 
previous years. I have learned not onloy the peculiarities anà su.ccess of bhese Institu- 
tIOns, but wh':re-on they differ from English, French and German Institutions of the 
s'ame kind. I will, therefore, be able to visÌ't and examine into the opPil'ations of 
European Institutions o{).f the same kind to much greater advantage. 


LOXDON, December 4th, 1866. 


ECERTOX RYERSON. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


I s.aw to-day in London hoth )lr. Jühn A. )Iacdonald and :.vIr. WiUiam l\'f.cDougall. 


I have visited the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Schools of London, as 301080 the South 
Kensington ::\luseum .and the 8-chool -of Art and Design, and most of the objects or 
special interest in Lündon. ::\Ir. 11,cDou,gaN went with me t'o South Kensington, and 
,v.P, had a long talk on the whole subject of the School of Art and Design, and the School 
System generally, .and .carne to an understand-ing, as to w,hat I should do in regard to 
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the S-chool of Art anù Design, and those for the Deaf. Dumb and Blind. . . . Mr. 
John A. )Iacdonald gave me a Letter of Introduction toO Mr. Adderley, M.P., the undel 

ecretary of State for the Oolonies, who conversed with me a long time about our 
Senool System, and gave me a Xote of Introd'uction to Lord Stanley. (at th
 Foreign 
Office,) \\oith a view to my getting Letters of Introduction to British Ambassadors on the 
Continent. Mr. Adderley asked me if our Sfchoo
 S'y'stem was not established w.hile 
Lord Elgin was in Canada, and said that he had read .his account of it, and that Lord 
JiJlgin was an intima.te personal .friend of his, and had, in vario'us' conv-e-rsations', ex- 
pressed the deepest interest in the Upper Canad-a School System. I stated to him, 
how much Lord Elgin ,had done to assist me in establishing the School System, ano 
how deeply we felt his death, and thaJt of his Brother. General Bruce. . . . 


LONDON, De,cember 15th. 1866. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


NOTE. Doctor Ryerson, having been invited to attend the closing Session of 
the 'Vesleyan Training School, and to take part in the proceedings, he did so, Hud 
spoke as follows:- 


I must di
claim what has been said, (alluding to the remark of the Principal's) 
that I am a great power. and something more, in the matter of Education, in the 
Country of my birth. . . . It ,has already been my duty to make several visits to 
other Countries for the purpose of enlarging my own views. lI"efreshing my mind. and 
preparing for the more efficient di:seharge ()if my duties; and for the laying a deep and 
broad f{)undation -for the future advanceme.nt of Education, and contributing. as far 
as might be, in connection with a System of Public Instruction, to the di:ffiusion of 
l1seful knowledge. I am now on my fourth Official Visit to the principal CountrIe
 of 
Europe, in order that I might comprare the results in these Countries with those in my 
native Country, and that I might ,be enabled the more effectually toO su.pply any def
ct 
ill our own System, while. at the same tim>3, I might inspire them with higher views 
a.nd more fervent zeal for the advan.cemen.t of thaA. which must everr be the foundation 
of all good govBrnment and .aB real and solid civilization. I have come here for the 
t.urpose of listening to the AotÏ>dress, and of getting my own mind more deePly impressed 
with those views. whi'ch I am sure would be enunciated by a Gentleman so pre-emine'llit bOoth 
for learning and piety and of almost unrivalled ability. I have the Administration 
of the School Law of my Country In upwards of four .thousand Schools. . . . . 
nnd I have listened with pleasure to the practical and instructive Address with which 
we have just been favoured. I thank the Reverend President with all my heart for 
the Address, and I congratulate the Students upon the op.por.tuni1.y of listening to suoeh 
a one, which I am sure would instil feecrings and establish principles for their future 
gnidance, which would be to them a tower of strength in the f'11't'ure, and at the same 
time give them an impulse to zeal, a'Ctivity, and success in t,heir Tespective vocations. 
I might perhaps be pardoned for mentioning that when the President had referred to 
the three s'Ûur<:æ of influen{'e. and three grounds :fOT gratitude in the education of 
young poople in connf>dion with that ColJcge, I had thought of a fourth source of 
influence, and a fourth ground for gratitud-e, and that was due to their venerable 
Princ?pal. I eould not but think of the p{)wer and the influence whi'Ch led to the 
estabH;:;hment of that Nornial College, and of that mGral infiu
nce, and of that moral 
and Heligious System,_ which g:lVe birth to ,the man who had [aid the foundoation of 
Hmt. Institution, and had also produced the man who had delivered the Address 011 that 
occasion, and had led to the -raising up of a Succ'ès'Sion of men, of whom I mig.ht say 
that there were n'Ûwlhue their superiors, and s'carcely anyw.here their equals, in the 
moral regeneration of the age in which they lived. This day I have been in conversa. 
tion, by request, with the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. AddeJ'lley, who 
was a.nxtO'US tû learn the Canadian System of Education. I ,feel it not only a. duty. 
but the expression of an a:ppropriate feeling of gratitude, wlherever, or in whatever 
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society I am, to raise my col,ours and avow my religious p,rofession. I can not be 
considered yet what is CfLlled an aged man, yet I am the oldest member of the Canadian 
Conference, \\ hich numbered when I commenced 
abour in cDnnection with it but 24 
members, whereas now there are upwards of 500. I feEl thankful to the venerable 
Principal for the aUusions 'he has been pleased -to make, and I pray God that the 
influences of 'bhis night may long abide with and bless a1l who have been present. 


LETTER OF INTRODUCTION TO HER l\!AJESTY'S REPRESENTATIVES AND CONSULS 
ABROAD. 


NOTE. On presenting his Kote of Introduction from 
Ir. Adderley, the TTnct>r 
Secretary of State, to Lord Stanley, :JIinister of Foreign Affain, he gaye Dortor 
Ryerson the following general Letter of Introduction to the Ambassadors 
Ð.Ò 
Consuls on the Continent of Europe, so as to enable him to prosecute his inquiries 
there in regard to the Institutions for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind, and also to 
make inquiries into the state and condition of Education generally in the various 
Countries which he should visit:- 


This Letter will be presented to your J..ordship by the Reverend Doctor EgertoI
 
Ryers'an, who is the Chief Superintendent of Education in Upper Canada, and the 
]i'ounder of the present Educational System there. 
Doctor Ryerson is about to make a tour or inspection of certain Schools and Edu- 
('ation generaily, thr'Üug.hO'Ut Europe, and I have to reque.st Your Lordship to afford 
him such facilities as may be in yüur power to enable him to carry out the objects 01 
Jlis Mission. 


FOREIGN OHICE, December 19th, 1866. 


STANLEY. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


In regard to what you say respecting the Council of Public Instruction, I did not 
expect that you would vote in the Council; but I did expect you wüuld attend its 
:Meetings, and bring business before it, the s,ame as myself. I also trusted that a!!! 
Doctor Ormiston is now a :Member of the Council, and as his views and aims are the 
same as my own, on all matters affeC'ting the duties and policy of the Department 
he would virtually take 'Illy place in the Council; -and I am sure, that with the assistance 
of the other :Members he would aid you to control proceedings. 
I feel confident that, under your management, everything wi'll go well. 


PARIS, December 31st, 1866. 


EGERT6N RYERSON. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO .r. GEORGE HODGINS. 


Your letter, incidentally mentioning that you had not been present at the pro.ceed- 
1ngs of the G0uncil of Public Instruction, took me by surprise, as I had expected thal 
you, as my Deputy, w'Û'uld attend the Meetings of the Council, and present and explain 
an matters requiring ex,p}anatio.n, in my behalf and name, as much as if I were present. 
On receiving your Letter I determined to consult the Attorney General for. Upper 
Canada on the subject. I did so and direded his 'attention to the several clauses 01 
the Act bEaring on the subject. He 'Said that if I had appoin.ted you my Deputy, you 
were as much a 
lJ:ember of the Council in my absenc-e as I was, when present. He saia. 
that by the School Ad I was authorized 'to appoint a Deputy "to perform the duties of 
my Office in my absence." He also suggested to me, that, if I had not formally appointed 
you my Deputy, I had better do so fOTthwith. So I will wTite out and transmit youf 
appointment -as my Deputy now, a,ceording to the pr'Üvisions of the School Act. 


Lo;\no
. January 22nd, 1867. 


EGERTO
 RYVRso:x, 
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E:KCI.O
GHE :-Commi8sion to J uhl/ George lIodgills to let as Deputy;) uperintl'n- 
dent of Education
 and also as Official Representati'l:e of the Uhief Superin- 
tendent of Education in the Coullâl of Puùlic Instruction for Upper Canada, 
during his absence fl'ol1t the Education Department at Toronto. 


As authorized and provided by the Kinth Olause of the One hundnd and sixtll 
Section of the Consolidated Common School Act of Upper Canada, 22nd ViC'toria. 
Chapter 64, I hereby ap.poillit y-ou, Jo'hn George Hodgins, LL.B., to be my Dep'llty to 
perform my duties as Ohi
.f Superintendent of Ðd'ucation for Upper Canada in my 
nbsence. You will, therefore, perf.arm my duties a'S a Membe,r of the Council of Public 
Instruction, as w,e.ll 'as AdminiS'tratQr of the School La \V of UPiPer Canada. 
[Seal]. EGEHTON RYERSO:.\, 
Ohief Superintendent of Educat-ion for Cpper Oanada. 
LONUOX, 22nd Janua'ry, 1867. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEOHGE HODGIXS. 


I received to
d-ay yo'ur wekome and long looked for Letter of the 23rd ultimo. 
I am ve:ry glad to learn that my Letters from Lonùon settled everything according 
t9 your wi,s,hes, as I was sure it must be agreeable to your feelings, giving you a more 
distinct and higher position that that of Delputy,-it being equal to that of Chief in 
the absence, and -by the a PP'Ûintment, 'Of the l,atter. I am thankful also t.o learn that 
E::verything is proceeding satisfactorily in the Office. . . . That Professor Young pro- 
pcseß to resign his Office of Insp'ect.or of Grammar Schoolß. I 'had set my mind at rest 
on that subjeC't, from my confidence in his ability, judgment and conscientious' faithful- 
ness, and from the belief that the dUtiE'S o.f the Office we.r-e agreeable to him, and that 
his, .health was good. I desire that you wi'll express to him my regret at the prospecot 
of .parting wit,h him in his Offic-e, although I can not exped him toO sacrifice what be 
ronce.ive.s rElative ,dulties, in 'Order to Tert:ain it. 
I have been .thinking that I s:hould like to devise some me'ans for you to visit the 
Paris Exhibition before the c1os'e .of the Season. Of course, if I ,decide upon getting 
things at the Paris Exhibitio:1, I {'a!1nat ,
et them until larte.r it dr.se'S. In ('a
e of Y'C"11t 
coming, you coU'Ild see t'Û their packing, etcetera, and might add to the selection, a
 
well as might make some benefidal Book arrangements in England. If you could 
come at the beginning of September, you could return in N.ov8'Inbe:r. I eXipect to bt> 
home, of 'course, some months bef'Ûre, and hope to' be able to do aU the work in your 
absence, .except that relating to Books, Maps, etcetera. You write to me w,hat you think 
of the mattelf. 
I have wished a good many times that you we,re 'here in my place, and that I hat( 
11. week's quiet on my Island! 


FLORENCE, March 19th, 1867. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


At F1lorence, ,by the i,ntr'Ûduction 'Ûf the British Minister, I obtained all needful 
documents relative toO the new system 'Ûf Education in the Kingdom o.f It.a
ly. At Flor- 
ence the British Minister introduced .me .to Count Usedom, the Prussian :'\Hnister at 
Florence, formerl,y at Paris, a most delightful and universaNy learned man. He told 
me all about the workings of the Pr'ussian System of Public Instruction in each neig.h- 
bourhood,-saying .that the Law had not been changed at all s'Ìnce I w,as in Prussia ,in 
1845-that the Government did .nothing but inspect, and see that each locality had a 
School of a certain kind, and that ea,ch Person educated his ChiMren; but that each 
locality taxed itself for the support of its Schoo'!. He told me that I c'Ûuld find nothing 
suitable to my purposes in Prussia, in respect to the :Militia organization, in 'Connection 
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with the School S'y:stem. But that Switzerland was the :pla.ce for me to learn and study 
the School System with its feature of military training. In c'Onsequence of ,this Sy'stelll 
every S'wiss .had a good education, and understood the use of Arms -and 
Iilitary drill, 
and was yet practical, industrious and sober,-while the whole system was very inex- 
pensive. He gave me a Letter of introducUon to a friend of his in Switzerland, who 
could give me every information I might desire, and .all needful Do.cu.ments,-the result 
of w,hkh I hope to incorporate in my Report, or Sketch, of Education in Eur'ope. 
VENICE, :\Iarch 28th, 1867. EGERTOX Rn:nsox 


J. GEORGE IIODGIXS TO THE R]
VEREND DOCTOR RYERSON. 


'The books and materials, etcetera, sold by auction at Montreal, did fair,ly well, .but 
no more. The Educational Depository never seemed to do so well as .it dües now, and 
we brave few, or no, c.omplaints, and those very trivial. 
I send you the copy of an exceedingly nice letter which I lately received from 
General Lee. Leader of the Southern ConfedeI"ate Army. I .had inserted some items in 
the Journal of Education req.ating to the General. Having 
ent some copies of it to the 
General, with a note, 'he replied in tJhe following characteristic Letter:- 
II I received this morning y.Q-ur Letter o.f the 11th instant with tJhe numbers of the 
Journal of Education which accompanied it. 
I< I am extremely obliged to you .for them. The pages of the Journal are filled 
with valuable information and interesting statistics upon the subject of Education, on 
wlhich dppends the heaHhy growth Bnd steady advancement of a C'ounry in Religion, 
happiness and prosperity. 
I< With great respect, your obedient Servant, 
.. LEXIXGTUX, 20th :\Iarch, 1867. "R. E. LEE." 


TORorn'O. 28th :\Iarch, 1867. 


J. GEORGE HODGIN
. 


DorTon nYEf1S(),\ TO .1. nEOTIm.: nonGTX
. 


The Wells of Venice, as well as the Houses, having been flooded with salt water a 
few days before, we, therefore, suddenly 'left Venice, although we had a delightful Room, 
looking 'Ûut on the Grand Canal. This is the first p'lace of rest and retirement that we 
have had sinee we came to Europe. We are inhaling fres-h Country air every day. We 
are in the centre of natural magnificence, beauty and grandeur, such as I npver wiltnessed. 
Before us is a little deep egg-shaped Lake, abounding with fish, dotted with Skiffs, 
skirted with Flowe,r GaI"dens, Walks, Shrubs and Villas, and overhung on either side 
by snow-capped Mountains,-with RosEs .and Flowers and green Plants at the Bottom of 
the 
I'O>ull'tains, craggy Rock.s and deep S'now at the top, and aU apparently within a 
mile's distance. Near where we stop is the Villa of the Duke of Meining'hen, and the 
Palace residence of the late Queen Caroline of England, (now an Hotel,) and the Villa 
:)f the King of the Belgians, a favourite pla-ce of retirement by the late King. 'V,hat 1 
have witnessed here in the quiet Babbath of yesterday, has given me more impressive 
views of the varied beauty and magnificence of the works of God than I ever had before, 
although I have travelled much and finished my 64th year on the Sabbath before. 
CADENABDlA, LAKE Co
ro, April 1st, 1867. EGERTON RYERSON. 


DOCTOR RYEUSOX TO J. GEORGE HODGIK:s. 


Here we received our Letters from Canada lIJP to the 18th of March. I am thankful 
to learn that everythiIlJg is going on wel!l with you. 
I commence to-day my inquiries into the pres.ent working of the Swiss School and 
Military Systems, in oC'Cinnection with that o,f Compulsory E.ducation. He.re, at Lau- 
sanne, Berne and Basel, I exped to obtain much useful information in re.gard to Ed'll- 
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cation, as even t'he French GoverIlJll1ent sent a Comm.issioner here last year to inquire 
into the report upon the working of the Swiss System. 
In ,our Educational Proceedings in Upper Canada, we stand uJl)'Ûn the ground or 
vast success, of pubUc economy, and pubIic good, free from all persorual gain, or interests, 
and upon the authority also of the best Educationists and best examples of .other 
Countries. Whatever may he my lassitude and wpakness, J 'feel my 'Ûlrl for

 
and energy coming back to me whenever the ultra of lmrti
allship brandishes 
its threats against what I well, and l'Ûug, know to be the real liberty and onward pro- 
gress of the civilization of our beloved Canada, and which I hope will merit 'and pel- 
petuate the nam.e of our "glorio'us" Canada. 


GENEVA, April 8th, 1867. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON. 


I fe'el very thankful to you for the offer of going hame in the Autumn. I often 
felt that we laboured under a serious disadvantage in not, in this respect, follawing 

.h'e practi,ce of men of business, who go home every year, or every two, >or three years, to 
revive, or make new business arrangement's. I have tried to do the best I could in mak- 
ing satisfactory purchases, under aU ,the circumstances. I should like to go home 
and make better terms permanently for ourselves, than those we 'have. [have mad
 
better teTms in a few instances, but, in others, we have failed, as the pers,ons in England 
da not reaIize our peC'uJiar wants and circumstances. I s'hould like .to take time 
and look out for various kinds of Apparatus and other useful things, suitable 'for .our 
purpose, whic}l are not always to he found in the regular way of business. I think 
too, that I could pick up some interesting things in ,the same way .for ou.r Educational 
Muse'um, and also for o'Ur Departmenta;l Library, etcetera. I believe the Department 
would be am1piy repaid in two, or three, years, all the expense of my trip, for I no,," 
know .thoroughly what we want. I would like too, und'er the new state of things 
politically, to do everything I could to put our Depository and Museum, etcetera, on the 
very best financial footing. 
If, however, you could let me go early in August, an,d 'return in October, 'Or 
1'\ovember, I could do what I Wiant ,thoroughly and satisfactorily, without being so 
hurried. A week, or two, is, a very little time from the Office, while it is a 
great dea] when .on such a mission. I could, too, use up my holi-days in that way, SIQ 
that my absence from the Office would not be so muoh felt. I always feU that w
 
laboured under disadvantage-s, which no othe'1' IDere ,business establis'hment had to 
encol1nter. 


TORONTO, April 8th, 1867. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS' 


DOCTOR RYERSOR TO J. GEORGE IIODGINS. 


In Switzerland, I got the educational information which I desired; but it was ot 
less importance tha.n I had expected. 
I am glad to hear that everything goes on weH with y'ou. I expect to be home by 
HIP first week in June. 
We have been to the Paris Exhibition. It is the productive and artistic civilized 
'\V0rld in miniature. 


PAUlS, April 14th, 1867. 


EGERTON RYl':RSO
. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GJiORGE HODGINS. 


Since receiving your last Letter, I have again -gone through that Department of the 
Universal Exhibition, whieh indudes all kinds of material
, s'Uch as Globes, Maps, and 

10dels, Books, etcetera, :relating to Public Instruction. There are, SQme gond 
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Gpl"man and French Map's, and some good raised :MaplS, (Maps en re"liet,) of Franc(;, 
('teetera. The best :\Iap of the kind was Qne of British Indi'a, ûn Papier 'Ma,ehe, pub- 
lished in London. 'Ve must get it. There were S'ome goo.d Globes en relict, in the 
Pr'us,sian Department, manufactured in Berlin. S.ome Prints and Books also, en relict, 
tol" tea.ching the Blind. I think some Prints and Models and various other articlEs may 
be selected which will be useful. 


PARIS, April 21st, 1867. 


EGERTO
 RYERSON. 


YISIT rro ENGLL\.ND TO :UAKE BETTER TER
lS ,\YITH PUBLI8HEHS 
AND TO PROCURE OBJECTS OF ART FOR THE' MUSEUM. 


As arranged by Doctor Ryerson, I left Canada for England early in .T uly, 1861, 
with a "iew to revise our Depository terms with Publishers, and also to obtain 
objects of interest and of Art for our Educational :Museum. Soon after my arrival 
in England, I received the following Letter from Doctor Ryerson:- 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


All thing3 go on as usual in the Office. The Premiers of both Governments '" ere 
anxi-ous that I should' do somøthing to assist in placing the system of Government upon 
the right foundation in our new Civil State. But before communicating '....ith them, 
I determined to write boldly an Address to the People. They were delighted when they 
}('arned my determination, after I had written about half my Address. Its title is "The 
New Dominion of Canada: Dangers and Duties of the People in Regard to the Govern- 
Hlent." 
It will, {)of course, draw upon me a great d,eal of abuse. But I have counted the 
cost, and th'Û'l1ght that I <ought to risk ,the certainty of the abuse, under the circum- 
stances. I think a reaction i-s already beginning. I have thought it my duty to 
one more spedal effort in my aNJoeal in regard to the jus.t and right principlEs or 
Government, to 
ave the Country from future wretchedness, mismanagement of public 
affairs, if not worse, wlhatever it might cost me. 
Hoping that you may in an things be su{'cessful, and slafely Teturn. 
I am now quite alone, be,ginninrg to write my Annual and Special -Reports. I am 
wonderfully weN; but I take some ex'ercise every day, and do not work lon,g at a time, 


TORONTO, August 1st, 1867. 


EGERTO
' Rn::nsoN. 


SOTE. A" I progre;;:
ed in my work, and discussed matters with the Publishers, 
I reported progre
-s from time to time to Doctor Ryerson, intending to make a 
formal Report to him on the whole subject after I had completed my arrangements 
with the Publishers, and had made such purchas,es for the l\1:tlseum as I thought 
might be desirable. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO THE REVEREXD DOCTOR RYERSON. 


I have as yet made no purchases for the Museum, but I have spent a good deal of 
time in making inquiries and looking for .thin,gs suitable for both our :\1useum 'and the 
Depository. I shall, I tþink, be able to arrange things satisfactorily; but it requires a 
Person to be actually on t11e spot, and to deliberate before d-eciding what is best to 
be done. 
I find London has greatly changed, and in business matters quite keeps pace with 
Jts onward progress. I can plainly see ,how important it is for us to keep in touch 
with the London market and London business ideas, if we hope to keep in the van 
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wi
h our EdJUcational Depository and Museum. The South Kensington Museum is a 
p.-rfeet 'ffitaJ"ve'l, an,d, in its new qua-rters, it is pa'latiaI. I have gone carefully over 
some of the Bronze El,ectTotyp.eg there, and think I can make a small and appropriate 
selection at a moderate 005't. The Historical Photographs of eminent British person- 
ages I have ,goone over two or three times, and think I ,can pick bh-em out, (from duplI- 
cates and triplicates, and also others of less important personages), thus 1IlIaking a choice 
selection for our Muserum. In Plaster Casts and Busts, I can do the same. I will try 
and exercise caution; but it requires, as I said before, gre3Jt deliberation and <,are. 


LoNDON, August 8th, 1867. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON. 


I was very glad to get your welcome Letter of the 31st ul'timo. I spent one whole 
day and part of tWiO other days at the Exhibition. I have thorough'ly examined it, witb 
a view to get some thin,gs of interest and val'Ue .from it, for our Museum and Depository. 
I have, however, confined my sel'edion to Educational Instruments, Apparatus and 
Illustrations. 
ISince my return here I have been busy late and early; but the ground to be gone 
over, in looking at things, and in examining and comparing, is very grreat and makes 
it tedious, as J am anxious to make as thor,oug.h a search f.or suitable things a's I can. 
I can find one thing here, and another thing .there, but few things together in one place. 


LONDON. 21st August, 1867. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


DOCTOR RYERSOX TO .1. GEORGE HODGINS. 


I quite syn'ljpathize with you in YOUT anxiety in making the selecUon of objects for 
the Museum. To decide. what to select, and what to reject, among so many object8, 
and with small means, i's very perplexing indeed. I could do it twenty years ago, ,but 
I seem to be unfit for it at present. 
MT. James Campbell has made a liberal offer in regard to the Readers. He pro- 
poses to leave the publ,ication of them Qpen to all Printers throughout the Dominion. 
without dm rJ:?;e , or hindran.ce. Doct'Ür Sangster, after examining them after revisi,on, 
reports rather favourable on them. 
I hope you will see and arrange to get copies .of illust-rations fool' School Books, 
that we may be able to pr'Ücure them f.or the Read'ers wit'h the least possible delay. 
Wishing you every possible happines's and success. 


TORONTO, August 22nd, 1867. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYEllSON. 


I have made a few purchases f.or our Museum, soOme Busts of notled men, and 
specimens of A,ssyrian and Egyptian S'tatuary, like thos.e in the British Museum; also 
s>ome Models of English School Furniture, some Bhel1s, (typical), a few spe,cimens ot 
Greek and Roman Antiquities, (very select and lim.i.ted in extent), ,and s'Üme other 
things. I am up every Morning between five and six, and work till nelarly twelve at 
nIght. You know, by experience, 'blow time goes in London, Iplaces are so far apart, 
nnd delays occur, independ'ently of the time spent in inquiring into and comparing 
things, and in going to look at .them. With the Booksellers, I have had more, or less, 
difficulty in getting as .go,od terms as I would like. I am more than 'gratified that I 
have come <over here on behalf 'Of the Department. There are ISO many things suitable 
fOT us ",llich I s'ee, but which require time and trouble to seek out pers,onally. I 
have found ont many things in London bus.iness matters that I have learned, so that I 
hope we shall be table to turn this visit to aoc-ount. All parties 'lmite in saying that 
it requires constant acquaintance with the London market to carry out one's bUEiness 
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arrangements successfully, and that all men in business make it a point to c'Üme here 
!n:quently with th:at view. I can \\-,ell understand now the reason and the necessity 
for doing ,50. 


Lo'\"no:\"'. .\ngLst 2Sth, 1
6ï. 


J. C:"!'J:(;!: TTI'II':I'''''. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO THE HEVEREKD DOCTOH HYERSON. 


Enclosed I send you several Letters which I have received from Publishers, putting 
in a definite shape their final arrangements with me. We are now prepared 
to reduce the price of Prize and Library Books frOom seven and half to ten per cent. 
bE'low the now published prices in our Catalogue. In that way, the Public would get 
the benefit directly of our new and more satisfactory .terms made here. 
I have been incessantly busy fOT the las.t ten days and even nights. I write at 
night and call at various pla,ces in -the day. I was up all day at the South Kensington 
Museum 'selecting Historical Photographs, etcetera, and in getting ,printed "Labels" 
so as to aid in the ,future formation of a miniature .. food coUection" like what i-s here. 
It is indeed a most interesting collection. 
I am arranging to get, at some future time, Models of Ships and Boats, etce.tera.. 
In fact I am .. syping out the Land" with an eye to further selections on behalf of our 
Museum. 


LONDON, Septembu 11th, 1867. 


J GFORGE HOnGlNS 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO THE HE\"EHEXD DOCTOR HYEHSON. 


Enclos
d I send you another batch of "terms" with Publishers. and Letters. I am 
still getting on very wen with them and others. 
To-day I made some more selections at the South Kensington Museum. 
I went up toO 'Vindsor early in the Morning, and down to Woolwic.h in the After- 
noon and Evening. It usually takes two days to make this visit, but I could not spare 
tLe time. To-morrow at twelve I am .going with the Rever'end Doe-tor :Vlacnab to call 
on our Oanadian Bishops, of Huron, Ontario and Xiagara, who are here. 
I have got quite accustomEd to London now, and will .feel sorry to leave myoid 
haunts of the .. Strand," and .. Charing Cross." The business me'll of London seem to 
make bu
iness a real pursuit and bend all their energies to it. It is amusing and 
Instructive to note the various types of <these men which you meet. Some are very 
pleasant to .do business with; some véry mean; others selfish, hard and grasping, but, 
with all of them, there is not-hing like personal contact. One, or 1WO, Houses I have 
been with three, or four, times, and have squeezed a little out -of them at I a-s t. I tell 
tl1em we wis'h, and must have, variety and excellence; but it must rest with them, after 
tiley hear my statements and explanations, to .consider their own interest, in giving 
me the best export terms .they can. In this way I find I get on well wibh them. 


LONDOX. September 13th, 1867. 


J. GEORGE HOUGINS. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEOnGE HODGINS. 


1 have jus-t received your note of the 23rd ultimo, and I am extremely happy to 
iearn of your Sl1cces's and speed. I think you had better come home to Canada first and 
see your Family, and then make the American Purchases. Your coming, too, may 
tariIitate, rather than retard, these purchases. 


TORONTO, October 8th, 1867. 


EGERTON RVER:-'OX. 
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CmCULAlt 1'0 TEXT BOOK PUBLISHERS IN GREAT BmT.\IN AKD THE UNITlm STNI'ES. 


I have the honour to inform you that the Committee on Text Books, appointed 
by the Council of Public Instruction for the Province of Onbario, (Upper Canada), in 
a Re.port to the Council, which was ad'Ûpted, made the following recommendations:- 
.. The Oommittee desire ito bring spec.ially under the notke of the Council the great 
\\ ant of an adequate Li,brary of Sohool Text Boolks. They are of the opinion tlhat the 
result o,f a Circular on the subject, addressed by the Department to the -British 'and 
American pub!ishers, would be the formation .of an am,ple collecUon of sample Text 
H(ìoks, useful n.ot merely to the Oouncil and to the Committee on Text Bo-oks, but also 
to the large body of Teachers throughout the Dominion." 
1 may here state that the Books ftOir our Public S'chool Libraries, as well as the 
Text Bool{s used in the Schools, are to be recommended by a Council of Public Instruc- 
tion, of which the Chief SuperIntendent o.f Education is a member. Our Common S.cho.ol 
Law requires the Chief Superintendent .of Education among .other thin
:- 
" (4) To apportion the money providE'd by the 'Legislature for the establishment oand 
support of School Libraries; but no aid shall be given towards the establiEhment, 'Or 
"up-port of any Sehool Library, unless an equal amount be oontributed and ('},.pended 
1 r.om l,ocal sources for the same object. 
"00.) To take the general superintendEnce of tl1e Nopmal Sch'Üol; and use his best 
endeavours to provide for, and rec-ommend, the use of uniform and appr,oved Text Books 
in the Schools gener.ally. 
" (1) To employ all lawful means in his 'power to prücure and promote the esta,b- 
ì.isbment of Scbüol Libraries for general reading, in the several Counties, Townships, 
CitiEs, Towns and Vi1lages. 
.. O
) To provide and recommend the adoption of suitable plans of School Houses, 
with the pro,per furniture and Append
ges; and t,O collect and diffuse, am.ong the people 
of Uppcr Canada, useful information on the subject of Education generally. 
.. (13) To submit to the Council of Public Instruction all Books, or Manusoripts, 
"hic11 may be placed in his .hand's, vdth the view of obtaining bhe recommendation, or 
sanction, of such Council of P<ublic Instruction, and, for its consideration, such general 
Regulations for the Organization and GovErnment of Common Schools, and the managE- 
mEnt of School Librarie
, as he may deem necessary and pr{)per." 


Among the duties of the OOUD-cil of Public InstrucUon are the fol1l.owing:- 
.. (4) To make Euch REgul,ations fr.om time to time as it shall deem expedient for 
tJhe organization, government and discip1ine of Common SchooJs; the classification of 
Schools and Teachers, and for the Hchool Libraries throughout Upper Canada. 
" (5) To examine, and, at its discretion, recommend, .or disapprove of, Text Books 
for the use of Schools, or Books for School Libraries. 
,. (128) Xo poOrtion of the Legislative School Grant shall be applied in aid of any 
Common School in which any Book is used that has been disapproved of by the 
Council, and public notice given of such disapproval." 
The Grammar School !Jaw of the Province also declarés that:- 
.. (15) Such Council shall prepare and prescribe a list of Text Books, programme or 
studies, and general ,rulEs and Regulations for the organization and government ot 
the County Grammar Schools." 
You will observe by these extracts from our School Law, that provision is made 
for the introduction and use of two classes of Books,-Text Books for the Elementary 
Rnd the Classical Schools, and Books for the School Libraries. In order to give effect 
to these p.rovisions of the Law, it has beEn enacted in the Gramm,ar Scho'ÛI Law, that:- 
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.. (12) In each County Grammar School .provision shall be made for glVlllg 
instructions . . . according to a Programme of Stu-d,ies and General Rule.s and 
Regulations to be prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada, 
and approved by the Governor-in-Coundl; and no Grammar School shall be entitled to 
receive any part of the Grammar School Fund, whieh is not conducted according to 
such Programme, Rules and Regulations." 


In the Common School Law it is aISo decla'red th'at:- 


.. (98) It shall be the duty of the County, or Circuit. Boards of Public Instruction, 
(3) To select, (if deemed expedient), from a list of Text Books recommended, or 
authorized by the Council of Pub
ic Instruction, such Books as. they may think best 
sdapted for use in Common Schools of the Country or Circuit, and to ascertain and 
recommend the best facilities for procuring such Books. 
.. (91) It shall be the duty of the Local Superintenüent of Schools: (6) To see that 
an the Schoo:s are managEd and conducted according to Law,-to prevent the use of 
unauthorized, and to re,ooiIllmend the use of authorized, Text Books in each SchO'ol,- 
and to acquira and give information as to the manner in which such aubhorized Books 
can be obtained, and the eøonomy and advantage of using them. 
" (79) It shall be the duty of each Board of Schüol Trustee.s: (15) To 'see that all 
the Pupils in the Schools are duly supplied with a uniform series of authorized Text 
Books. 
.. (27) It shall be the duty of the TrusteEs of each School Corporation: (18) To see 
that no unauthorized Text Books are used in the Schools, nor ex,cept any but those 
sanctIOned and recommended by the Council of Public Instruction." 


I therefor
, transmit this Circular, to reque.st you, (if you think proper), to send 
to the addTess below specimens of all Text Books, or WOTks on Education, published, 
or sold by you, so as to form a Reference Library of Text Books. The Department will 
be pleased if you can thus facilitate the work of the Council, and the cause of Educatioll 
ÌJ1 the Province. 


TOROXTO, 16th April, 1868. 


EGFRTON RYERSON. 


AD)nSSIO
 OF CURLS TO THE GRA
nIAR SCHOOLS OF o
rr.\lUO, 
1867, 1868. 


XOTE. A protracted discu
sion took place in 1867-68 on the Question of Girls 
in th(> Grammar Schools. It took the popular form of the "Admission" of Girls 
to the Grammar School
. which was not the question, but shall Girls be admitted 
to the Grammar School :::oidy for the purpo
e of haying them take" the Cla
sics," 
with a view to swell the attendance in that subject, so as to increase the Parlia- 
mentary Grant to the School. That was the sole question in dispute in the Contro- 
versy, and it was to this practice that the Departmf'nt objected. It was al
o thus 
noticed and referred to in the House of Assembly when discussing the question of 
Grants to the Schools:- 


Prior to lhe year 18G6, the Legislative Grant for Grammar S,chools, commonl} 
raIled the Grammar School Fund, was distributed among the Counties of Upper Canada 
in propürtion to their population. In 1865, the Ad for the Im.provement of Grammar 
Schools was passed, whi,ch provides that the Grant shall be distributed upon the basis 
of the daily average attendance of Pupils in each School. In 1866, the Grant was so 
apportioned, being distributed according to the average attendance of Pupil'S, without 
distinction of sex. In 1867, the ratio of apportionment for Girls ,,,as reduced by the 
Department of PubUc Instruction, (with no authority fmm the Legisl'ature), to one-half 
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of that for Boys; and in the present year the apportionment for Girls has been dis- 
continued altogether. 
In 1865, the Council of Public Instruction promulgated a revised "Pr'ogramme 01 
Studies" with a system of .. Regulations for the Government of Grammar Schools." By 
thes-e Regulations it was provided that, a-fter' the first day (jf January, 1866, no School 
sl!ould be entitled to receive any portion of the Grammar School Fund ufilleSIS it had a 
daily average attendance of at least ten Pupils learning Greek, or Latin. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSE",IBLY ON TIlE .sUBJECT. 


M-r. Blake said .that, ass-uming that the whole question of these Educational Grants 
was under disoeusiSion, he wished to make a remark on the mode of apportioning the 
Grants to the Grammar SchooIs. This was based on the erroneous principle of attend- 
ance, so that the eff'ect has been unduly to swell the attendance of classes of children 
not qualified for Grammar Schovls,-Girls and others heing got to attend, in orùer to 
learn Classics and thus obtain an inoereas'ed Grant. 
The Honourahle J. S. M,cDonald thought that 'the Grammar Schools haù been 
deteriorated by receiving children who were not qualified to ente'r them. The question 
had been brütlght under his attention by a Communication from bhe Chief Superin- 
tendént of Education, who desired his Opinion whether it had been intended that Girls 
dhould be admitted to Grammar Schools t,o study Latin and Greek, so as to increase 
the Grant. His, 011'. :vI'cDonald's), ill1jpression was 'that such had not been the inten- 
eion. This practice of getting Girls into the Gra'IUlmar Schools, with this, object, had 
the effect of interfering with, and injuring the usefulne.ss of higher Seminaries for 
Girls. He promised that the attention of the Government would be given to 

he subje>Ct. 
Doctor :vIcGm understood that latterly a .great many Girls had been made to 
r..ttend the Grammar Schools, to study Latin and Greek, in order to get larger Grants. 
He agreed th3.t, to some extent, that was the fact. He ,did not agree, however, th'at 
Girls should be excluded from the Grammar Schools. If this were doane, they woula 
to a large extent be practically excluded from the ,higher education which they could 
now get in Grammar Sc-ho-ols. With all due deference to ::"11'. Young, the Im;pector o,r 
Grammra-r Schools, who had 'strongly urged the exclusion of Girls, he thought the 
learned Gentleman had pressed that matter too far. Many Girls were now getting a. 
good edlucation in Grammar Erhoo!s" whkh they ,could not 'p'o'Ssihly get 'Otherwise. 
Separate High Schools for the education of Girls could not, in the circumstances of our 
Country, be at 'all generally established. 
:\11'. Fraser wa'S glad to hear that the attention of the Government was to be given 
to this important subjed. His own impression was that Grammar Sc'hoüls were n.ot the 
best places for the education of Girls. He hoped that the Government would eonsidel' 
the propriety of giving a grant for High Schools for Girls, in many localities through 
t.he Country. 
Mr. Sinclair approved of the suggestion to establish Schools for the superior educa- 
tion .o.f Girls. At the same time, he did not think they should ,be excluded from 
Grammar Schools which gave an edueati.on, some kinds of whi.ch were as us-eful to 
Girls as .to Boys. 
Mr. Ferrier, from the experience he had had, believed that the system .of teaching 
Roys and Girls t-ogether in Grammar. Schools, worked well. The Girls, in many 
instances, showed just as good an a_ptitude for learning Greek and Latin as Boys. 
. -Globe Report. 


LETTER TO THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON.. CHIEF SUPEm
TENDENT OF 
EDUCATION. 


1 am instructed by the BoaI'd of Trustees of the Clinton Oounty Grammar School 
to inquire whether the Regulation establishe'd during the present year, ,by which, in 
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apportioning the Legisl.ative Grant, fifty per ,cent. .only .of the average attendance of 
Girls has been reckoned, is to be rescinded; .or whether this Regulation will be retaineù; 
ar whether Girls will be altogether excluded from the computation. It wHI be at once 
apparent that SOOle assurance on this head is necessary to enable the Trustees to make 
their Estimates and arrangements for ,the coming year. 
We would 
spectfully suggest for your considEration that, if the,re are some evile 
arising from the attendance of Girls in Grammar SchooI..s, these evils will not be in 
the slightest degree diminiS'hed by the new Regulati.on in question. These Girls are 
sent to the School salel'y for the purvose .of giving them the benefit .of the superior 
e.Jucation which they receive iff it: and they will continue to attend if n.o Apportion- 
ment whatever is made on their account. The only result, therefore, of this new 
Regulation wiII be to diminish the Salary of the Master. It was our hope that, 
as the School increa.sed, the Salary of the Teacher would alst() increase, by the additional 
amount received from the Legislative Grant. Th
 new Regulation deprives the School, 
in a large .measure, of this advantage. The Girls continue to come to the school, 
and the Teacher has the la,bour of instructing them as before, while he is deprived of 
a portion of the Grant which would ilave been added to his Salary. This result is so 
contrary t.o the views which you bave always urged in regard t.o the S'alaries of 
Teachers, and is so injurious t.o the interests of the Schools, t'hat we cannot believe 
that the Regulation which produces it will continue to receive your approval. 
The new Regulation is evidently in direct conflict with the injunctions of the 
Legislature, which has nowhere given auth.ority to any individual, 'Or Board, to pro- 
n.ounce two Pupils of one class, or sex, to be equal to one Pupil of another class, or 
sex. 'Ye submit that no power less than the Legislature itsoelf can d.o this. The 
LEgislature has not a'uth.orized the Exdusion of Girls either from the Grammar 
Schools. The phraseology of the Statutes 
lating t.o this APPOl'tioulllent is prt:cÜ;ely 
1h(' same as that The Common School Act prescribes that the Local S'uperintendf'nt 
shall apportion the Cornmon School Fund m.oney among the School Sections "according 
to the ratio of the average attendance .of Pupils at each Common SchooL" We can see 
no reason why the word "Pupils" should in one Act be held to mean Boys and Girls, 
and in the other Act Bo} s only. They are originated and supported mainly 
from )Iunicipal and Provincial Grants, levied upon the whole community. To exclude 
trom the benefits of these Schools those Tax payers who have only Daughters to be 
educated would seem to be a stretch of authority which n.othing but the plain declara- 
tion of the Legislature can warrant. 
It may be further 'Observed that if any evils re:mIt, from al!owing :Cays and Girls 
at the age of those cû.nmo
)ly c.

u..dillg GramuJar School
 to be taught together, these 
evils will not he diminished; but rather inüreased, by excluding Girls from those 
Schools. Upon such exdusion, the Girls will be sent back to the Common Schoo'l, where 
they will usually be placed in the first, or highest, -class. The Boys in this class will 
òrdinarily be of about the same age as the Bùys in the Grammar SchGol. To 
send back the Girls from the Grammar to the Common Scho'ÛI wo-uld, therefore, neces- 
sarily lead to the inference that the Department of Public Instruction is only anxious 
about the character and demeanour of the Pupils in Grammar School,s, and is in- 
different about those important subjects in Common Sch'Ûols. 
'Ye hasten to express our conviction that this inference would be entirely unjust. 
On the contr.ary, we .feel assured that in all which has been done in this matter the 
Department of Public Instruction has acted with the sole view of promoting the educa- 
tional interests of all classes. Especially we have, as a Board, t'O express our grateful 
sense 'Ûf the attention and kindness with which our ,('fforts on behalf .of the School 
entrusted to our charge have been -coll3tantly aided and encouraged by y.ourself and. the 
able and esteemed Deputy Supe-rintendent. 
We have not thought it necessary to enter into the general question whether Girls 
and Boys of the age of those who usually attend Grammar Schools should, or should not, 
be taught together, because, aE has been before observed, if Girls are excluded from 
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th{> Grammar School'S, they will, f.or the most part, be sent back to be taught with Boys 
of the same age in the Gommon Schools. It may, however, be observed, that, in most 
Grammar Schools, and in some Oolleges in the United States, Pu,piIs of both sexes are 
taught together. And, as regards the 
resent tendency of opinion in Great Britain, no 
better evidence can be cited than that of Earl Russell. At the recent distribution of 
Prizes in connection with the Birkbeck Literary alld Scientific Institution, that eminent 
Statesman made some remarks on thLs subject which are thus reported:- 
.. There is one element that has been constantly a part of the Birkbe>Cl\: Institution 
which I should like to notice-videlicet: that Ladies, as well as Gentlemen, are admitted 
b s'hare in the advantages OffeT8'd. I cannot think that a kno\\ ledge of Arithmetic, 
or an acquaintance with the various branches of literature, will at all injure that- 
domestic economy, of which Ladies are generally expected to be perfect mistresses. 
On the contrary, I should .think that anything that sharpens the intelligenee, imparts 
better information to the mind, and gives greater scope to the mental faculties, is likely 
to improve the capacity of Ladies, as well as that of men, in anything they undertake. 
The very interesting report, which gives an account of Mr. Fraser's journey to the 
Unitl'd States and Canada, tells us something on this point. It says that in the Schools 
and Colleges he visited, young ladies are aIlowed to compete with young men for the 
highest prizes; and he mentions that the first on the list of one Institution, with regard 
to Greek Authors, were three young ladies, with regard to Latin Authors were two young 
Ladies, and I think three young Ladies ,
tood first for the mathematical prize. I am 
VEry glad that this Institution had that right a'Ppreciation of the talents 'Of Ladies; and 
I trust that the Ladies, at an events, will go on gaining these prizes ,for learning of 
various kinds." 
Of ,the Girls, \\ ho are studying Latin in our School, some are preparing to be 
T
achers, and others ,are influenced by the desire of their Parents that they should 
derivo every possible advantage from the instruction given in the School. It is the 
opinion of mal1Y that the learning and teaching of language are peculiarly appro'priate 
to the capacity and province of the female sex. In the natural course of events, almost 
pvcry \Voman is destined tp become a Teache'r of language, at least within her own 
fami.ly. Those who have enjoyed the benefits of a su,perior educatiün, such as is give). 
in the Grammar Schools, will not only be the b(:st instructvrs of their children, but 
will be t'he most anxious that these should enjooy the like benefits. And instead of the 
f-C1Uration of Girls in our Grammar Schools proving to be an injury to those 6'<:hools, it 
n
ay be confidently anticipated that both the Grammar Schools and the Universities of 
the Dominion will at a future day be indebted for no small increase in the numbers of 
their Students to the anxiety of thes-e Girls, then become intell.igent and thoughtful 
matron
, to secure for their children the best educa.tion which the Oountry can afford 
them. 


CLI:\TON, December, 23rd, 1867. 


H. HAT.E. 
Chairman, Board of Clinton G. S. Trustees. 


RFPLY TO THE FOREGOING LETTER BY THE CHIEF SUPERINTEXDENT OF EDUCATlON. 


1 have the honour to state, in reply to your Letter of the 23rd instant, that the 
question which you 
>O ably discuss is under the consideration of the Law Officers of the 
Crown in regard to the provisions and intentions of the Grammar School Law. 
The Trustees and Masters of 
ome Grammar Schools believe that the Grammar 
Schools as well as the University College,s, were intended for Boys; and that no part 
of the Fund set apart for Grammar Schools, any more than the University Endowment, 
was intended for other than the educati'On of Boys, or young men. They have, therefore, 
cõmp'lained that while they educate only Boys, other Scho01s are paid for admitting 
Girls, t'he great majority of whom are pressed toO learn Latin, merely to increase the 
Apportionment to the Schoüls, without any intenUon of studying Italian, French, 
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Spanish or Portuguese, to w'hich the ßtudy of Latin is an appropriate introduction, 
and mos,t of whom do not go be}ond the first, or second, declension. It is also urged 
that if the Gramm.ar School Fund be apportioned according to the average attendance 
or Boys, only, then all Grammar Schools wiII be treated alike; and if the Trustees and 
Masters of some Grammar S.cohools think proper to admit GirIß, they can do so, and 
c!large such Fees for their attendance as they please. It is also urged that the En,glish 
branches of education are less efficiently taught in the Grammar S,chools than in the 
Common Schools. . . 


To ROKTO, December 30th, 1867. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


LETTER TO THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON, CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF 
EDUCATION. 


The Board of Trustees of the Clinton Grammar School ,have the honour to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your Letter of the 30th of December last, giving the grounds on 
w1:1Ïc.h you had been urged to make this decision, and in ßO doing to reverse the 
previous practice of your Department in this respect. 
In that Letter )"OU inform us that, under the circumstances, you had fellt it your 
duty to get the following legal Opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown before finally. 
deciding on this question of a,pportionment:- 
.. My interpretation of the Grammar S-chool Act in relation to the question sub- 
mitted by YIQU is that Boys alone ß.hould be admitted to theße Schools, and that 
consequently the Grammar Sehool Fu
d was intended for the Cl'aÐsical, Mathematical, 
and Higher English education of Boys." 
It is our duty, as guardians of the interests of the School .committed to our charge 
by the Municipal Councils of this County and Village, to point out .to you that this 
opinion is at variance not only with the former practice of your Department, but with 
the existing System and the Regulations prescribed by the Council of Public Instruc' 
tion, and approved by the Governor-in-Council. . . 


NOTE. The Letter then goes on to argue the question at great length, seeking 
to prove that the views and intentions of the Legislature, and those of the Council 
of Public Instruction, in regard to our Grammar School System, are entirely 
different. The difference was set forth by the Board as follows:- 


1. The Legislature intended that the Schools should be principally devoted to 
.. giving instruction in alI the higher branche.s of a practical English and Commercial 
education"; whi1e, as a secondary object, they should teach Latin, Greek, and Mathe- 

atics, so far as t,o pre,pare Students for entering the University. The Council make 
the Classical and Mathematical inßtruction the main object of the Schools, and the 
teac.ning of the English branches altogether ,subordin!3.te. 
2. The Legislature desired t'o extend the advantages of Grammar S'chool instruc- 
tion as widely as possible, and enacted that Schools of any number of P.upilß, .however 
small, might exist, so l,ong as the loe-al communities were wiIling to sustain them. The 
Council look with dis.favour upon smaIl Schools, and have adopted a Regulation which, 
if carried out, will close the greater number of them. 
3. The Legislature, in 1865, when the Schools were known to have about two thou- 
sand female Pupils, enacted that the Legislative Grant should be apportioned to the 
Schools according to the average attendance of "Pupils." The Council direct that 
though Girls may continue to be Pupils in the S.chools, they shaIl not be computed ill 
apportioning the Grant; while the new legal Opinion, caIled forth under the same 
impression which 'operates in the Council, excludes them fr,om the S'chools altogether. 
The System intended by the Legislature, if carried out, will ultimately .furnis'h thl' 
means of obtaining a superior education, near their homes, and at a moderate expense, 
IV.-7 
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to all the children in the Province whose Parents, or Guardian.s, may wish it. The 
sys'tem favoured by the Council "HI restrict the S.chools to large Towns, in eaeh of 
which a number of Boys will be collected together, many Oof them frOom a distance from 
their families, exposed to aU the evils and temptatiOons inseparable from large TO'\\ n
 
and deprived of the purifying influence which proceeds frOom the sisterly companionship 
of Girls in the Schoo1. . . . 
In conc1usion, we beg again tOo express the sincere r.e.sped and gratitude which Wt 
entertain for your constant and most useful exertions in the cause of Education, and 
Qur hope that your personal views wm be in favour of an enlarged, 'Jiberal, andl pradi,cal 
s}stem of Grammar School instruction, such as we believe to have been d-esigned by the 
Legis
ature, and such as the people of this Province, expressing their sentiments through 
the practice of s,o many local Boards, un,doubtedly prefer. 
Signed by the Trustees and Officers Qf the County Grammar S'chool. 
CLIXTQN, 2.oth July, 1868. 


RJi;Pl,Y TO THIS COMMUNICATION BY THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 


Herewi,th, I have the honour to transmit a Circular addressed to \1:embers of the 
Legislature, respecting a proposed improvement in our Educational System; and frOIn 
which YQU wiII perceive that the matters referred to in your Oommunication of the 
20th of July have been under the consid'eration of the Departmen't. In my Annual 
Report you will see that I deal with this que.stion. 
TQROoNTO, 23rd November, 1868. EGERTON RYERSQN. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL l\fASTERS' ASSOCIATION ON GIRLS IN THE GRAl\Il\lAR SUHOOI
S. 


At a meeting of the Grammar School :Masters' Association in 1868 the subject 
of the admission of girls to Grammar Schools was fully discussed, after which 
the following Hesolutions on the subject were passed:- 


Whereas, in the Oopinion of this Associ'ation, the sound, substantial and IUberal 
education of the females of this Province is essential to its future progress and welfare, 
and whereas there shQuld be no material difference in ,such exclusively ment,al studies 
as are fQllowed with Qbjects purely educatory and preparatory; and whereas, in the 
experience Qf the Members of this AssQciatiQn, the similar mixed educatiQn of BQYs and 
Girls in our Grammar SchQols has prQved mutually beneficial; and whereas several Qf 
the Grammar 80000ls have, in each and every y.ear since their eetab1ishm.ent, admitted 
Girls, and the majority Qf them did so last year; and 'whereas the present Course of 
Study is, in some respects, not wen adapted to meet 'the wants of 'those whOo attend the 
Grammar S'chOools, and complete their education in them; and whereas the Grammar 
Schools may be adapted to supply the higher education of both s-exes. Therefore, 
resolved:-l. That the Course Qf Studies fQr Girls and Boys in our higher Schools 
should be substantiaUy the same. 2. That, although the separate education of the sexes 
is believed to be inadvisable, yet the- dedsion of the Question of their co-education In 
the higher SchQols Oought to be left whoUy to the several Boards of Trustees. 3. That the 
non-recognition of Girls as Pu,piIs of our Grammar Schools is c'Ûntrary to the wishes 01 
the great majority of the pepole amongst .whom these S-ch'Ools are situated,-as is 
evid.enced by the fact that 94 out of 10:4 of such S-cho'Ools admitted Girls last year. And 
that, in our opinion, tIDe legal recognitiOon of Girls as Gra:mmar School Pupils is calcu- 
lated tOo further the real educatiQnal interests Qf the Countrry. 4. That the PrQgramme 
Qf Studies prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction, for Grammar Sc'hools, ought 
to be so amended as to give more prominence tOo Natural and Experimentål S.cieneoe, and 
to add tOo it the study of En.glish Literature, the elements of Logic and of Mental 
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Science, and also. to. make the study of Greek Qptional, except in the case of Stud.ente 
preparing for College and for the Professions. 5. That the wiser pülicy would be, not 
to establish separate High Schools, or commercial Schaals for either sex, but ta increase 
the efficiency of the Grammar Schools by affording greater facilities for instruction in 
the additional studies indicated above, .or any that may be necessary, and by devoting 
to them such further aid as they may need. 


ONTARIO TEACHERS" ASSOCIATION ON GIRLS IN THE GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 


At a meeting of this Association in 1868 an interesting discussion took place 
on the coeducation qf the sexes and the advisability of the School Law being so 
amended that Girls be recognized as Pupils in the Grammar Schools. 


'rUE CHIEF SUI)EUlXTEXlJEXT)S LETTEU TO THE XE\\":S.PAPERS ON THE ADMISSION O:r 
GIRLS TO THE Gn nDUn 
CHOOL. 


The whole of the IncO'IIle of the Grammar School Fund is annually apportioned and 
distributed among the Grammar S.chools .of this Province. It can, of course, be of no 
personal interEst to myself, .or to any other Member of the Council .of Public Instru
- 
tion, whether anyone Grammar School gets mOore, or lESS, of the Fund. The simple 
question is whether the distributian of the Fund is equitable. 
The principle of distribution which has been adopted is the average attendance of 
Boys in thè prescribed Course af Studies; and this is dane according to the Opinion 
of the First Law Officer of the Crown respecting the provisions of the Grammar SChOOl 
Law. . . . 
No Regulation has heen adopted, or decision given, against admitting Girls to 
pursue the whole course of Grammar Schaal Studies if the Trustees and Master of any 
Grammar Scho{)l wish thus to. admit Girls. There is no more Regulation against the 
admission of Girls than of Boys to the Grammar Schaals. There is even an express 
Regulation to admit Girls to learn French, without studying Greek, or LaUn. But the 
real object .of the complaining parties would seem to. be, not the admission of Girls to 
the Grammar Schools, but paying the Masters out of the Grammar Schaol Fund for 
the admission of Girls and relieving the Parents of such Girls from the payment Of 
Fees on account of the .admission of their Daughters. But there are many Grammar 
Schools, where Girls are admitted, that wauld be losers if the Grant were distributed 
on the basis of the Girls' and Boys' attendance combined. If such a mode of computa-'" 
tion were adapted, the rate per Pupil would, of course, be smaller than when the Bays 
al-one are reckoned. 
According to the -Returns of 1867, if a School had an average attendance of ten, 
Boys and Four Girls, and the Girls were reckonEd in the distribution .of the Grant, 
Buch a School would receive precise'ly the same Grant as it would if the Boys only were. 
reckoned, the higher rate per Pupil in the latter case, making up the amQunt. 
There weTe upwards of 30 Schools which admitteù Girls in 1867, and yet If the 
&irls had been reckoned their Grants would have been loess than they a.re .the currenL 
year. Of course, where the average of Girls' attendance is in a greater p.ro,portion to 
that of Boys (than 4 to 10) the Grants would have been larger, while those with a 
smaller proportion of Girls '" ould have Ihad smaller grants. 
On the other hand, there are Trustees and Masters of Grammar S.chools who have 
never admitted the propriety of educating large Girls and Boys togetheT; who confine 
the \\ hole work and strength of the teaching staff to teaching B{)ys the prescribed 
Course of &rammar School subjects, and complain, as unjust to .them, that a part of the 
Grammar S.chool Fund 'Should be diverted from them to other Grammar School,s for 
persuading numbers .of Girls to learn Latin,-and a preventive to. such Girls getting a 
solid and useful English Education. 
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Where a Girl happens to posses's great talents for learning Languages, and her 
Parents wish heT ,to master the whole family .of the most .popular modern Languages, 
the preliminary study 'Of Latin would, In my opinion, greatly facilitate the ac.comp}ish- 
ruent of that object. But I cannot suppos.e that there are from 20 to 40 such feminine 
prodigies in ,each 'Of a half dozen country Towns and V.illages in this Province in a 
single year; nor do I think the Grammar School Fund was intended to 'provide fOJ 
such cases. 
I am equally as concerned with others for the superior educatio'Il of Girls; but 
I am not disposed to advocate a 'course whi'ch I believe will impede rather than promote 
the proper educati'On of Girls. I think many Boys would d'o better .to get a soUd English 
education than t'O nf'gled it for a smattering of Latin. 
The foUowing extrad from an Official Letter, which I addressed last Dec'ember t'O 
1\ Chairman of a Grammar Sch'Ool Boar.d of Trustees, will show that I hav.e not acted 
hastily, or ar'bitrarily, in the matter, but deliberately and aecording to law. 
I h'ave the -honour to state, in reply to YO'llr Letter of the 23rd instant, that the 
QUe.':;ltion wlhich you S.o ably d.ïscuss is und-er the consideration of the Law Officers of the 
Crown in 'regard to the provisions and intentions of the Grammar School Law. 
The Trustees and Mas.ters of some Grammar Schools believe that Grammar &hoo}s, 
as well as University Oolleges, were intended f'Or Boys; and that no part of the Fund 
s:et apart for Grammar Schools, any more than the University Endowment, was intended 
for other than the education of Bo:yis, or young men. They have, therefore, complained 
thalt, while they educate only Boys, other Scho'Ols are paid for 'admitting Girls, the great 
maj'Ority of whom are pressed t'O l,earn Latin merely t'O increase the a'pportionment 01 
tþe Scho'Ol, with'Out any int
ntion of studYing Italian, French, Spanish and Portuguese, 
to which the study of Latin is an appropriate introduction, and most do n'Ot go beyond 
the first, or second, declension. It is also urged, that if the Grammar S.choo} Fund is 

pportioned according to the average attendance of Boys only, then all t'he Grammar 

'chools will be treated alike; .and H the Trulstees 'and Masters of some Grammar Schools 
think \Dr-oper to admit Gi-rls, they can do so, and charge such Fees for their attendanc't! 
6S they please. It is al'so urged that the English branches of education are less efficiently 
taught in the GI"ammar ,than in .the Common Schools. 
I may remark that I administer t'he Grammar School Law not only, as above stated, 
according to the l'e,gal opinion of the First Law Office.r of the Crown, but also upon a 
,principle which I believe to be j'Ust to .the Masters and Tea:chers of tthe Gra:mmar 
S.chools, and t'O the best interests of Grammar School education. I think, however, that 
since OUT separation f,r{)m Lower Canada it is a question -for consideration whether 
French sh.ould ,be made imperative in any case, any more tJhan Germa'll,-thus leaving 
simply two Oour,SIeg. of Instruction in the Grammar SC'hools,-an elementary Ciasisical 
and a Hig,her EngUsh Course. 
As to the ques.ti{)n of the higher education of Girls, this is not the place or th6 
oOC'asion to dis'cus-s it. I have not omitted this important subject in my Specia.l Rep{):rt, 
(on Edu.oatÏ{)n in Europe and the United States), in my twelve suggestions for the 
further im)þrovement of Public Instruction in Ontario. I will merely quote here t'he 
first three sentences of my tenth suggestion
 under the head of "High School for 
Girls." 
.. I would suggest that a more specific and, effectual provision be made than has yet 
been made .for the better education of Girls. It is the Mother more than the Fatl1el 
that deddeß the intellectual and moral character, if n'Ot material interests of the House. 
h'Old. A well educated W'Oman seldom faiJs to leave upon her Offspring the impress of 
ber own in,teHigence and energy, while {)n .the other hand an uneducated or badly edu- 
<,ated .Mother often par.alyses, by her ex.amp'le and spirit, all the efforts and influences 
exerted f'rOom all other source's for the proper training and culture of her Children." 


TORONTO, 1868. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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PROPOSED SCHOOL LEGIBLATION 
UGGESTED I
 DOCTOH 
HYERSOX'S SPECIAL REPOR'r ON THE S
'ATE OF EDU- 
CATION IN EUROPE AND fJ.'HE UNITED 
TATES, 1868. 


NOTE. At the dose of his elaborate Report on the State of Education in Europe 
and the United Stat
s, the Chief Superintendent of Education made a number of 
sugg8stions as to the improvement of our Canadian SY8'tem Jf Education This 
gave rise to the inquiry in the House of Assembly as to the intentions of the Gov- 
ernment on the subject, and as to wheth-er Doctor Ryerson had submitted any Draft 
of School Bill to it, with a view to having the Bill laid before the Legislature. 
The Chief Superintendent, therefore, addressed the following Letter an the subject 
to the Editors of the Toronto daily Newspapers:- 


I observe in the Report in your Paper of the parliamentary ,proceedings of yester- 
day the question was asked, as to whether <the Government intended to introduce an)' 
Measure this Session respecting Grammar, or Common, Schools, the P.re,mler remarked, 
.. that legislation on matters of this description generally ,proce,ed.ed from Reports of the 
Chief Superintendent of Education, and, as no Report had been submitted on the subject 
by him, Ministers were not prepared to take action in the matter." 
Having been permitted by the Government to makð an Educational Tour during 
the last year in some of the neighbouring States and several Oountries of Europe, and 
h::\.ving been directed by it to enquire into the estab.Jishmènt and working of Institu- 
tions for the Deaf, Du.mb and Blind, 1 hope to be able to lay before the Government 
a S.pecial Report, containing the results of 'Illy observations and inquiries. My ReI><>r,t 
will also contain short accounts of the Systems of Public Instruction in . . . EuroI>t:. 
and America, and including an argumentative review of the question of Compuls'Üry 
Education, with the actual working of the Law on the iSub1eCit in several Europeall 
Countries. 
1 bave no the-oretical changes to propose in our School Law, as the result of m)' 
observations, and as I believe that, in our Common School Law, we have the advantage 
of any Country, or State, I have yet visit-ed. But I believe that in some O>f the prac- 
tical details of the workings of ,our Law, important improvements can be made, 
especially in the more efficient Inspection of Schools, and in me,ans to prevent the best 
Tear-hers from early leaving their profession. The examples of Holland and Switzerland 
on thEse, and several other subjects, will ,be very suggestive to us. The sY'stem or 
elementary instruction in the former was establrished when Holland was the Batavian 
Republic; that System of Schools has survived their revolutions,-exists, with slight 
modifications, is yet still X>on
denomina;tional, after half a century's trial, in its entire 
integrity,-receives small app,ropriations .from the State, (which yet oversees eve,ry- 
thing), and places Holland at the head of popularly educating Countries. In soone or 
the largest Cities, ther'e is reported not to be a Child., ten years of age of sound mind, 
that 'cannot read and write. In Switz.erland,-a Country hardly one-twelfth the size of 
Uppër Canada, although with twice the number of our population,-there are no lesl!I 
Ihan twenty-five Republics, ea.ch with its own Educational System,-presentin,g, in .many 
instances, Vf>ry remarkable results,-the whole affording an interesting and suggestive 
study for the Educationist, and even Statesman, in a Country like OUI"lS. 
I do not s'ee any Ip'ressing neceSosity ,f>or immediate School Legislation. My own 
impression is. that the more satisfactory and efficient :mode of proceeding wH1 be for thÞ 
Press to diSoCuss the facbs and suggestio.ns of my special Re,port, until the next Ses,siOIa 
of the Legislature, when all parties will be prepared for a final r.evision and consolida- 
tion of our whole S.chool System. 


TORONTO, January 16th, 1868. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION IX 
ONTARIO. 


Many suggestions which I might here offer have been anticipated by the genera,} 
remarks which I 'have made on European and Ameri'can Systems of Popular Educa- 
tion. I will, therefore, limit myself und-er this ,head to as few and brief remarks Wi 
possible, relating the improvement of our own S.chool Law. 
I dOIWt suggest at present .any material amendment of our Grammar 8'cho.ol Law; 
or any amendment of .the general provisions of our Consoìidated Common School Act; 
or any chan.ge in the mo.de of appo,inting .any Officers a'uthorized to, administer it. But 
I do submit to the calm .and f.avourable consideration of the friends of universal 
e1ucation, bOoth in and out 'of the Le.gislature, certain modifica,uons in !Some of the details 
and pradical a,ppUoations o.f our School Sys.tem. 


Oounty 81lperi.ntcndents and their Quali{ìcati.ons.-I w'Ould submit that the appoint- 
ment 'of Looal S.uperinte,ndent
 ought toO be restricted to a Person who ha!S at least the 
qualifications ,of a First-cJass TH3cher, and w-ho has had experience in teac.hing, and who 
wHI, therefore, be able to manipulate a Slcho'Ol himself, and .aid the less experienced 
Tpa,cher by examtple, -ais well as counsel, to manage and teach -his, or her, School. In 
the State of Pennsylvania, .the selection of the County Superintendent is restricted to 
II A Pers>on {ìf lit.er.ary and scientific acquirements and of skill and experience in teach- 
ing." In England so muc'h importance is attached to t.he qualifications of Inspectors, 
that only men of a UniveI'1sity Standing are ap,pointed; ,and it will have been seen, 
iI'l the fOTime,r part of the Report on European Systems of Education, that the chiet 
instrument of 'the marveHous s'uccess and efficiency of the S'ystem of Popular Instruction 
in Holland and o.ther Continental Oountries, is t'he sele.c.uon of able and practical men 
as School Inspedors, whom, the venerated founder of the Holland School System tala 
the French School Commissioner, "should be Is<mght as with a lighted candle." The 
appointment should, of course, be during pleasure,-virtually during good behaviour 
and -efficiency. 


Oonstitution of Oounty Boarcls of EXaminers.-I think a great improvement may 
a.lso be made in the 'constitution of County B03.rds of Examiners. In England t'he 
Examiners to award Scholarships in Colleges, or Offices' in the Indian S'ervice, founded 
on competitive exam i n.a,ti on, or any scholastic honour, or Bursaries, are never mor
 
th-an three, often nOlt more than two, some,times only one. I think, therefore, that if 
each County Board of Public Instruction, which is simply a Board of Ex'aminers, and 
which now consists of Local Superintenàents and aJI Trustee's of GT1ammar Sichools, were 
reduced to three competent Persons in each County, it would be a great saving of time 
and expense and contribute much to the efficiency of such Boards. The County Judge, the 
County Superintendent, and a practical firsrt
class Teacher, would be as economical and 
éfficient a County BoaTd of Examiners as could be d-evised. 


Permanent Fi.rst-Class Oerti.ficates.-It appears to me also worthy of considernt101i, 
whether the Fil'iSt-class Teachers' Certifi,cate.s -ought not to be more permanent than they 
are; that while a Fi.rst-class Certificate- ought not to be given except upon the ground 
of effide,ncy of teaching, as well as of attainments; yet when once given, whether it 
uught nO'!: to be during life, unless revoked, as in the case of the admission of a Candi- 
date to be a Barrister-at-Law, or a Practitioner of Medicine. rI'his a,ssumes, of cours'e, 
that the standard of qualifications of Teachers should be so raised RiS t-o prevent the 
licensing .of any Teac'her who is not qualified to teaoh the prescribed PI'1ogramme of 
Common S.chool Education. The secret of the success anld efficiency of the School 
Systems of HoUand, S-w.uzerJand and other European Countries, 3JS also in the 'Cities 
and. Towns of the neighbouring States, is traced to their lS,ecuring thoroughly qualified 
1'eacbers, and the thor.ough oversight and, inspeciion of the sch'Ools. I am persuadea 
that if we iI>rotect the Teacher
' professIon against .the intrusion of unqualified pel'son
, 
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we shall seldom, or never, be without a sufficient number of duly q'ualified Teachers hi 
any County in Ontario. Besides, there are many Teachers, and they will be found 
in increasing numbers, w{)rthy of a Provincial or r\ational, Certificate ,of Qualificatiollb, 
svailable for life, (during -good behaviour), in every pa,rt of the Province. 


A Fixed Minimum for Teachers' Sala'ries.-It is 811:50 submitted fOT I()()nsideration, 
whether there Should not be a fixed minimum of Teachers' Salaries in the Townships, 
If not in the Cities and Towns. In the foregoing account of European S'ystems of 
Popular Education, it lis seen that in those Countries of Eur'ope in which the School 
Teachers' profession and the Public Schools are most efficient,--ßuch as Hollan<l, 
Switzerland and other Countries poorer than Ontario, there is a minimum of a 
Teachers's salary fixed by law; and where any Commune, or Sc h{)o I S'ee-tion, is too 
poor to provide the prescribed minimum salary of the Tea'cher, according to a certain 
rate on assessed property, such Commune fs assisted to make up the deficiency by a 
special appropriation .from the State Fund.. In the absence of any legal provision of 
tàat kind, both in the Unit
d S'tates and Ontario, there are many Trustees who seek 
the lowes't priced Teacher, without regard to efficiency; and, in many instances, 
meritorious and Efficient Teachers have been supplanted by low priced Teachers, of an 
inferior cla:::.t>, to the injury of the School, and of many children and youth whose 
Parents have been taxed to pay a Te.ac'her qui.te inco-mp,etent to instruct their own 
children. This is a w.rong t{) the public, a wrong to the children, and wrong to indI- 
viduals taxed to pay such a Teacher. A Free School is not intended to gratify individual 
meanness and avarice, but to s'e'cure the education of aJI the children of a neighbour- 
hood; and no School should be made Free, (th3lt is, suppoTted altogether by a rate on 
property), which is not competent to teach all the youth of the neighhourhood desirous 
of being taught aU the prescribed subjects of a Common S'chool Education. But both 
the competent Teacher and the School Rate Payer should be protected against injustice 
and incompetence by having a minimum of Salary legally prescribed, which would keep 
competent Teachers from leaving the profession, and below which, meannes's, on the 
part .of any Trustees, could not de,slcend. Whether this minimum of Tea-chers' Salaries 
should -be prescribed by a County Board, or by the County Council, or by the Legislative 
Ass em bay, is also a matter for considemtion. In the neighbouring States one of the 
most serious hindrances to the efficiency of their Schools,--and the evil is deeply felt 
in Canada,-is the relinquishing of the profeæion by the best Teachers, on account of 
remuneration so much less than they can obtain in other eIIll1>loyments. Every com- 
petent Teacner, thus driven from the profession, is a serious loss to the Common 
School education of youth, who should be protected by Law against such loss inflicted 
by ignorance and meanness. Thus prote.cted, the Teachers' profession has as much per- 
manence in several Counties in Europe, and als(} in many Cities and Towns in the 
ITnited States, and in Canada, as any other profession; and Holland, some of the 
C"I.ntons of SwitzeTland, and other small and poor Countries show that where the 
minimum of Tea'chers' Sialaries is high, the Schools are more efficient and the people 
are pro-portionately better and more generally educated. 
Additional Protection to 1'eachers.-The frequent -change of Teacherts has long 
been comp1ained of as one 'Of the most seTious impediments to the progress of the 
S('hools in many instances, as well as to the continuance {)If good Teacherls in the pro. 
fession. The fixing of a minimum S'alary of Teachers, as above proposed, is one meane 


.In a Draft of a Public School Bill, which Doctor Ryerson prepared in 1868 and sent 
to the Members of the New Legislature of Ontario, 
o as to enable them to fully consider 
the proposed School legislation before the Meeting of the House, he proposed to fix the 
minimum !"alary of a Male Teacher In the Country Schools at $300. and of Female Teacñers 
at $200. As the Bill then drafted was not proceeded with, nothing was done on that subject 
at the time. 
In 1907, however, the Public Schools Act of that year provides for the raising of a 
special sum by both the Municipal CounclI and the Trustees of a School Section to aid In the 
payment of the Teacher's Salary, In addition to the Government Grant and the equivalent 
a<;se,>sment by the County CounclI. Assistant Teachers are also aided In the same way. 
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of keeping good Teachérs in the profession; ,but another llIleans of scarcely le!;ls import- 
n
'Ce is to prevent t:he needless and injurious changes of Te,achers. It wlIl have been 
seen that in all the educating Countries of the Contin.ent of Europe, a Teacher, when 
once employed, cannot be dismissed without the concurrence of the Inspector, and, In 
some instances, not withoult the 'ConourJ'ence of higher authority. In England, Irelan<1 
and Scotland, Teachers are as secur'e in their placês, during good behaviour and 
efiidency, as if they helld office under Government. 


Adequa.te Accommodations for the Schools.-It is al\SlO suggested .to make bettel' 
provision for School House accommodation in many ,places. The law requires that the 
Trustees in each School Section shall admit to the School all resident applicants 
between 5 and 21 years of age; foOT whose instructi.oo, in regard to both room a.na 
teaching, provision shOtUJ.d, of course, be made. But complaints come .from 'many SChOOl 
Se-ctions th8lt the S.chools are incapable of accommodating aU the Pupils, and that many 
of the School Houses are altogether unfit f,or us'e; yet the Trustees will do not'hing 
to enlarge and improve them. Of course, the-re can be no proper discipline, or teaching, 
under such circumstances. It wiliI..have been seen, in the pages of my European Spedal 
Report, that in FraJUce and ()Ither educating Countries on the Continent of Europe, eac'h 
Commune, or Sch-ool Section, is required to provide School House 3iccommodaiton fOt 
all the resident -children of Se'hool Age, and is required to have a second, or Assistant, 
Teacher, when the Pu;pils exceed a certain number, varying from 50 to 75; also, that, 
In the neighbouring State 'Of New York, the County Superintendent ,has authority to 
condemn a School HouEe as inadequate in size, (alIowing a certa.ln number of square 
feet f'or ea,ch Pupil), 'Or unfit f'or us-e, and that the Sehool kept in such House cannot 
share in t'he Public S.chool Fund, while SUlch sentence of condemnation .oontinues. Some 
such provision i.g required among 'us. 
A Limit to the Alterations of School Sections.---'I beHeve that in general the 
Township Councils have judiciously employed their very large :powers in forming and 
altering S.chool 8eotio,ns; but I am also per-suaded that thos,e powers have, in SOlD.,. 
instances, been so exerdsroo as to infiioct .serioUls injury on iIIlany parties concerned, an-ð 
to the reducing of School Sections to injuriously smaU dimensions. I think th8Jt some 
further provision Is required among us to prevent t'he formation of too small School 
Sections, and to prev,ent the arbitrary transfer of indiviàual Rate-payers from one 
Seho-ol Section to ,another against their own wishes. 


Power of Establishing Township Boa'rds of School Trustees.-But the lnooo.nven- 
ienee and disadvantage of small School SecUons would be remedied, by having eac'h 
Township a Schooll District, as in Masrsachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, wilth a Town
 
s'!1ip Schoo] Corporation, or Board of Trustees, to arrange and manage all the S.chools 
tmd S.chool affairs of the Township, as in Cities and Towns. I do not 'Propose to make 
it oblìgatory, or cre<ate Township Boards of Trustees by legis]a,uve ena,ctment; but 1 
pr'op<>se facilities to enable a majority of the Ratepayers, or their Representatives, la 
pacn Township, to 'establ'ish Township S'C'hool organization at their pleasure. 


High Schools for Girls.-I would suggest that more sipecific au.d effec,tual pro- 
vision be made than has yet been made" f-or the bettter erdu'caUon of Girl's. It is t'he 
:\If;other, more than the Falther, that deddes the intellectual and moral character, If 
)lot the material in.terests of .the 'household. A well edu'Cated woman seldom fails to 
leave upon h.e'r offspring the impre'Ss of her own intel3.igence an.d energy; while, on the 
other hand, an uneducated, or badly educated, Mother often paralyzes, by her example. 
and spir.it, all the efforts and influt:lIlces exerted from all other g-O'UT'C>CS, for the proper 
training and cul!ture ()If her children. In the rural parts 'Of the Country, the education 
of Girls, as weìJI as Boys, must ,chiefly depend upon the Common mixed S-C'hoo]s; and on 
improved efficiency of those S'chools dep.ends the ed1ucation of nine.tEmtbs of our 
Country's future pOIPulation. Hut I think our Cities am-d Towns and IaTger ViUagee 
are by no means fulfilling their educational obligations and mission as they should do. 
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and as is done in .the Cities and Towns of the neighbour.ing Stateß, in whfcoh there art: 
High Schools for Gir1ß, as well as f.or Boys, bæides Elementary mixed S'c!hools. With 
three, or faur, exceptions, there are with IUS not even high Central Schools for both 
sexes; there is anly the d-ead level af the Comman Ward S'C'hool; there' is no Higb 
English S.chool to teaoch the higher branches of Eng1ish, including the elements ot 
Natural History, Chemistry and Philosophy and the proper subjects of a Commercia.! 
Ðducation; much 'less is there a High School f,OT Girls, eDl1brac.ing a Curriculum ür 
Studips required far imparting a sound edu{'ation í<>r femalæ. Our Grammar Schools do. 
not supply this desideratum. From the beginning, in the State of l\la.ssachusetts, the duty 
to establish and f)upport High Sc'hools, as well as Common Schools, has been exacted 
of every Town (Towns!'>,ip) of a given popu
atian. The fulfilment af a simHar obligatian 
should, I think: be required of each of our Cities and TownE, and a special apportionment 
should be made out of Sehool, or other public, funds to. encourage and aid in that 
special and important work. 
The Common Schools Entirely Free.-I have also to s'liggest the impOTtant questialt 
ar declar.ing the Common Schools Free throug'hout Ontario. . . . With 'us the 
Legislature. by the School Act of 1850, invested each School division, or section, with 
power .to decide the ques.tion arrnua:Uy ,for itself. The question -has, therefor,e. beel! 
discussed and voted upon again and again by the Rate-payers in every School Section 
in Ontari<>. The Tesult of >this ann'lial discussion and vating upon the questian in 
primary Meetings during s,ixteen years is, that the Free Soehoo.ls have increas.ed from 
100 .to 300 every year, until in 1866, "01.lJt af the 4,303 Schools reported, 3,595, (ar all but 
708,) were reported Free; and these 708 the Rate-bill has been 25 ce.nts per manth, or 
less. AÆ; the Rate-payers themselves have made more than four-fifths of the Schools 
Free, the question now is, whether the Legislature should not declare -them all Free. The 
subject has been !pre.ssed upon my attentian in nearly every County of the Province. 
Many persans <>pposed to Free Schoo.ls have urged me to have the question settled by 
Law. . . . The ques'Ìi<>n of Free Schools,-whether .the property of .all should be 
made liable for the educatian af all,-'has been thoraughly disocussed. and it has been 
decided with unprecedented unanimity that each man should contr,ibute to the educa- 
tion af ,aJll the youth of the land according to. the property which he possesses and 
which is protected in the land, and made valuable by the joint labour, intelligence and 
enterprise of all the people. The experiment has also been tried in adjoining nei.gh- 
bourhoods, and in the same neighbourhood, time and ag1ain; and in every instance the 
attendance at ;the Free School has been proportionately fa.r larger than at the Rate-biU 
School. The question naw is whether the Legislature f),hauld not -give effect to the 
voice of t'he Co.untry, ,and declare all the Schools Free. 
Comp1tlsory Education.-My last sUlggestion rellate,s to the ImpOTtant subject af 
Compulsory Education. . 
In the First plaIce, ,the French Minis.ter of Public ImJltructian, in his Report for 
1865, gives, under the h'ead of the" Relations between Public Instruction and M'o.rality," 
statistical Tables, sh<>wing the effect of edlU.ca1:i'on in diminishing crime in the different 
Co.untries of Europe. He concludes with the following forcible and beruutifwl l'emarks:- 
.. We cannot afford to leave uncultivated, during perhaps the half of life, the precious 
treasures af p'olpular intelligEòll>ce, w'hen we see that the progress of morality follows that 
of p'ub>lic instructian and general prosperity. The gain made by the Schools coincides 
with the lo.ss sustained by the prisons." 
In the S.econd place, the que'8'tio.n inv'olves the pTalec.tion of innocence and help- 
legs'ness against wrong and crueUy. The Law punishes a Parent who wilfully starves 
nis child. Is n<>t wilfully starving the mind, and al'l that is IDIoral 'and noble in 
humanity, WOTse than inflicting any injury on the bo.dy? 
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1 remark Thirdlly, thwt H i,t is right to tax the property of all for the education 
of all, it must be equaI.Iy T.ight to see ,t'hat all 'are ed1ucated; otherwise it Is rais-ing 
money under .false pretences. 
Be it observed. Fourthly. .thoat if ilt is the right of every c'hild to receive such food 
as will nouris'h his body to maturity, he must 'have a higher right to >s!uc'h intelle.ctual 
nourishment and care as will matmre his higher .powers of manhood. And if such be 
the inherent, divine, right of the child. the State should pr'otect 'the child in the enjoy- 
ment of that right against any human being, who should by neglect. or otherwise, 
attempt -to deprive the ,child of such right. 
Finally, I beg to obseTve, that every System of Publi
EducaÜon is a ,system o'! 
compulsion. Even a Public Grant fOil" educational purposes is taking from each dtizen 
something, whether he- likes it, or not, f,or the edlucation of others. By the impo.sition 
of a Schoül Tax for the erectiü'll of a Hchool House, the payment o.f 13. Teacher, or other 
expenses 'o,f a Scho01, each Rate-payer is compelled to pay, however unwilling, for those 
purposes. And if by sl1lch universal tax on the property of a City. Town, or neighbour- 
hood, the :means of instrucUon are provided for every resident child o.f School age, has 
not every Tax-payer the right to ins-ist that every child shall be educated? The Parent, 
or Guardian, may prefer a S,ch'Ü'ol at home, or Private, or other, School than the Public 
School fo'r the instruotion of his children. Wen and g'Ood, let him be the sole judge of 
that.* But he has no right to the ch'oice as to whether his child shall, or Glhall not, be 
eùucated at all, any more than he has the right of choice as to whether his child sha},] 
steal, 0'1' starve, as long as 'he is a member of a civil community, wlho,sle sole i'll'ten:sts 
are binding upon each member. 
Eve,ry System o.f Public Instruction, being compulsory in its very nature, the com- 
pulsion to be educated should be co-extensive with the interests of the whole community, 
And that community which provides most effectually ,to free itself, and keep itself ,free, 
fwm ignorance .and its consequences, contains within itself the elements of the greatest 
freedom. One of the freels.t State.s of the American RepubUc,-}iasI3Iachusetts,-and the 
wealthiest State, in proportion to its population, and the most advanced in S'dence, 
Literature an.d Manufacturfs,-has, and has had from its commencement, the most 
compulsoTY System of Education in America, and pays, and has from the beginning 
paid, the large,slt proporU.onal sum for its support, and made a11 its ,Public Schools 
Free, be,sides pl"oviding Reformatory Schools for the id,le and vicious. 
In those E'uro1>ean Countries, wheì'e the :law for compul'sory education exists, the 
simple penalty of fine and temporary imprisonment has been found sufficient to give 
it effect, even without the aid of Reformatory S.chools. I am perSUladfd t,he same penalty, 
with, perhaps, the addition of a mUder penalty of imposing a special Rate--biIl for 
absent S'chool childlren, wÜ'uld secure the universal education of children a part o.f the 
yea.r in an the Townships; while some additional provision might be required in U An 
Act for the Instruction of Idle and Truant Children in Cities .and Towns," with, per- 
haps, Industrial Schools. I have been aSEured by many individuals of wealth, and by 


* The general law in Europe on this subject is summed up in the following statement 
of Mr. Kay, late TravelJing Bachelor of the University of Cambridge. 
.. 'I'he Germ:ms and Swiss haye always left to the Parent the greatest pos"ible liberty 
ot choice, as to the manner in which he will educate his children; they have only said, · the 
happineo.;s 
m(l social prosperity of e,'ery Country require, that all Ite:; members should be 
capable of thinJcing, l)e intelligent. and aboye an, religious. He who does not educate his 
childrf'n is an offemler against his Country, inasmuch as he lessens the probability of its 
prosperity and happiness; therefore such a Person mu"t be puni"hed. that other carele<;s 
citizens may hI' rleterred from following his example.' Indeed by such a train of simple 
reaqoning as this, the Prussian Government, as well as the Governments of Germany, 
DenTllal.k, Swltzpr]and and Sweden oblige every Parent to educate his children. He may 
!-'eJJll them to any School he plea<:es, in any part of the Country; he may have a private 
1'\1to1' at home if he pleases; or the Mother may perform the office of Teacher. In all this 
Goyernment does not interfere. All that is dpmanded is, that a'3 the State is immediately 
allll eo.;"entially interested in the right deyelopment of the mind of each one of the citizens, 
ttIP Conntry shonld have satisfactory proof, that the children of every Parent are being 
properly educated in one way or another." (Documentary History of Education in Upper Can- 
ada, (Volume I., page 44.) 
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members of benevolent as'sociaHons, that the .operations of sUich a law would never be 
iTJlpeded for the want of clothing for poor children, or even Ifood, if nece,ssary. 
During my last official tour of Upper Canad.a in 1865, a vel') large majority, (thirty- 
seven), of the County School Conventions ad-opted Resolutíons in favour of compul'Sory 
provisions of Law to seüure to all children from 7 to 14 years of age the benefits of 
Scho()l instruction 4 to 6 months each year. 
In the formeT pal t .of my Eur.opean Report, it wHI have been seen that in Switzer- 
land, Baden, 'Wur.temberg, Prussia and ()ther Countries, where the principle of compul- 
sory education 'has long been in operation, the Law i-s now me-rely nominal, it scarcely 
even requires to be invoked, as the national mind ,has become so th.oI'>oughly educated 
that no Parent any more thin
s of bringing up his children witholllt edJucatio'll than 
without .food or 'clothing. Such, I am persuaded, under the ()perations of a similar 
l..ël.w, will be the universal sentiment .of Ontario in the course of a few yeaTs. Until 
then, the great mass of the community should be protected IRgainSit the conduct or the 
vicious few, who would So\\ the seeds, multiply and perpetuate the evils or ignorance, 
idleness and v.ice. 
Some clause,s 'Of our S.chool Law in regard to e.lections in Cities, Towlls, etcetera, 
may be amend.ed, but require no notice in these general suggesti()ns, which relate tc 
matters that not only require le.gislation, but which are of universal interest and applica- 
tion in the advancement of our whole School SY'9tem. . The object of thf'se 
suggestions is to aid in perfecting our Edlucational Sy'srt:em, that aLl parties labouring 
undeT it lIIlay be enabled to prosecute the.ir work to gre.3.ter advantage until there s'hall 
not be a child in the ,land ten years of age, a'Ild of a s'ound mind, who shall not be able 
to read and write well. 


XOTE. A Draft of School Bill was prepared and submitted to the Government 
by the Chief Superintendent which provided for the carrying out of these various 
sugge
tions of the Chief Superintendent, and waf' laid before the Legislature dur- 
ing the 
ession of K oyember and December, 18Gt5, but wa;; deferred for further 
consideration. 


THE S.\I.JARY ESTI
IATE OF THE EDTTCATIO
 DEPAHT:
IEK1' BASBD 
O
 A LOWER SCALE THAN THAT AFTHOJUZED BY rrHE 
CIYIL SERVICE ACT. 


Ll
TTlm TO THE HONOURABLE THE ATTOR
EY GENER.\.L
 .JOHN S. l\I.\CnO
ALD
 BY 
TH1
 CHIEF SUPERlNTENDEN f
 O
 THE GIL\.1\T Fon THE EIWC.\TION DEPART- 
MENT FOR {;PPER CANADA
 INCLUDl
G SALARIES. 


I observe by this morning's papers that exception was taken last night in the Legis- 
lwtive Ass
mbh' to the Financial Estimate fm the EducaUon Department. 
I desire here to give a fun explanation of the fa.cts, 1v'hkh I hope y-ou will have the 
kindness to read to the House, as I think it is due to one of the largest and most 
(lifficuIt Departments of the public service, and as I have had the ('harge of it neaTly a 
quarter .()f a century. 
The Contingent Expenses of this Department have undergone no increase during 
the last 'ten years, although the work in it ,has .greatly increased. But iU1;provoo 
mode'S, and fa.cilitif''S of doing the work, have been devise'd, so 'as' to prevent any .incTease 
in the average Contingent Expenses of the Department. -Some variations have arisen, 
trom having to make c()nsiderable repairs in the Build.ings and t:o print -lar.ge eodUions of 
the S.cho()l Registers and the Acts, e.tJcete.ra. While there 'has been a large iTIcTease in 
the expenses of evelI'Y otheT Public Department, there has. been no increase in this 
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Department. The Estimates of the Salaries alld the expens
s of this for the current 
ypar are some T'hiree hund'red dollars less tlhan they wer'e Ì'n 1857; and the Contingent 
Expenses, apart ,from salaries, are more than one hallf less than they were anyone 
year from 1853 to 1857, inølJusive, and Ie.ES than they have been fo.r any year from that 
time to this, and 'Our increase whicfu has ,been made in CleTks' Salaries has been saved 
by a red:uCltJon 'Of Contingencies'; so that the a.ggregJate expenses of the Department Ihave 
not ,been i1l'cre'ased ,dlur.ing the 'laSlt ten years. 
I may als-o :observe that the Depository Bl"anch of the Department is, not a far- 
thing's charge ,to the Public Revenue, or .to the School Fund, the whole expenses ()If it 
being induded in the 005t of Apparatu& and Books. 
It is perhaps just for me to add, that the last published Public Åcooounts show, 
that the Lower Canada Department of Ed1ucation expended .for Sala:ries and Contin- 

enoies $16,113, with 3,826 S,chO'ols, whHe my Estimate is $14,700, wibh 4,457 .S'chools 
and other Agencies for the diffusion of useful kn-owledge which do not exist in connec- 
tion with the Department .of PubUc Instruction in Lower Oallad'a. 
I should be thankful i.f any Membørs of the Government and of the Legislat1ure 
would visit the Department, when every A.ccount, work and mode of ;procedure wi'll be 
shown and f'uIly exp.lained to them; nOT do I desire to retain a lS,ingJ.e feature of the 
Department, or increase a sing-Ie .expenditure, which shall not be deemed useful -and 
necessary after the most careful inquiry, by the Representatives of the People. 


TORONTO, February, 1868. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


I supposed from the reading .of the preceding Lette,r -in the House, and the eX1>res. 
sIon of ap.pTiObatiO'n with wm.ich parts of it were received, and the absence of one word 
of objectioon, that my. recommendations and explan-atiolllS wer'e considered tSiatisfadory; 
and I 
new not to ,the contrary until a few days af.tenvaf.lls, when I saw the .printed 
Supply Bill, and subse.quently received a Le.tter from the Provincia,l Treasurer, dated the 
End of MaTch, dimC!ting a revision of the Pay List, as I had cOIID'ID.unicated it in my 
Letter of the 27th of January, and a return to the .old method of paym'ent. In my 
reply, td'ateod the 7th or March, I transmitte.d a rev.iiSed Iffi-onthly Pay-list 'Of Salarie,s, as 
desired, and appended a 
Vlemorand um of .the payments w'hich w.ould; ,be ,required und'er 
the head or Contingencies, "till another Order-in
Council is passed," among the items of 
which are those remarked upon in the House of Assembly, and which I have paid 
monthly during 'the past year, as I Ihad d'one .the three 'Preceding years, transmitting 
each month the proper Vouchers, and not receiving a word of -objection. I am sure 
the Premier will bear me witneß1s that I Ihave, since the last Session of the Legislature, 
repeatedly so.ucited of 
im an appointment to meet the Honourable Members 'Of the 
Executive Council to settle the question of Salaries of Subordinate Officers of .my De- 
partment, in order that I might pay tJhe ßalary of eac.h of them in one sum and 'from 
one source, and not in different sums, and from different sources, as I was d:oing. But 
the matter was deferred from time to time from various circumstances, until since the 
commencement .of the p'l'"esent Se.ssion, when I was given to understand t'hat the question 
of Mr. H'Odgins' Salary w'Û'uld ,be satisfactorily arranged; the day after which I inforlmed 
the Premier that, after "hat he has intimated to me the day before, I now felt .free to 
submit to him what I have long resolved in my own mind, 'but had hinted to no one- 
namely, tJhe .cr'eation of the Ed,ucation Department into a Ministry of Public Instruc- 
tion, under the control of a res,ponsible :VIiniser of the Crown, 'and my own retirement 
from its administration. 
I have tlhus given a sucdnct history of the Appointments, Salaries, and Allowances 
of S-ubordinate Officers of my Department since 1855. 
Some years ago, the late Honomable Thomas D'Arcy McGee introduced a BilI into 
the Canadian par.Iiament to define the qualifications, and prescribe examinations for 
admissions 'to employment in the Civil Service. He el.oquently advocated the employ- 
ment of wen qualified and efficient Officers in the Public Departments, with good HaIar- 
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ies. and the exclusion of inefficient and useless ones. The Globe newspaper strongly 
advocated the same views. I suggested to Mr. McGee an amendment t'O .his Bill, re- 
marking that I had not only acted on the principle of 'his Bill in previous years. by 
employing no Person in the Education Department without his giving sa tis f3.Jcti on as to 
his qualifications ,for the situation vacant. but also on the further condition of a six 
months' trial as to his industry, faithfulnes.s, and practical ability to dQ the wOT,k 
assigned .him. It is in this way -that the Department and its attendant Sc.hools have 
been supplied with well qualified, faithful. and able Officers. 
Upon every ground. there>fore, whether of long service, or personal qualifications, 
or efficiency, or increased wovk, or "analogy." or comparison with the Officers of other 
Departments of the Civil S'ervice,---.a.part from the increased experuses of living,-I 
maintain that the Salaries of the subordinate Officers of the Education Department 
should be equal to those of the C'O'rresponding Officers in the Crown Lands Department. 


Objections answered,-Ten Meteorological Observers' Returns-The SchoOl Man- 
uals and the Journal 01 Education. But it has ,been objected in the House that Messieurs 
Hodgins and :\Iarling h&ve received extras. besides t'heir Salaries. The Salary of the 
former since 1864 Ihas been considered as $2,600, and that of the latter $1.600, but to 
each two additional items have been paid, but not to either for their originally prescribed 
work as Officers of the Department. In 1865, the Gra.mmar S'chool Amendment Law 
was passed, requiring Meteorological Observations to be taken at ten pla
s in Upper 
Canada, and to ,be paid for .by me upon the condition that thei,r Monthly Returns were 
satisfactory. It became necessary to examine these Returns; to T'educe the Observatio
 
contained in them; to re.port the results, &0 as to show the Temperature, state of the 
Atmosphere, Wind, etcetera, as noted three time each day of the year by the Observerø 
at each of the ten StJations,-two Returns being required every month from eac!} 
Station, or 240 Returns during the year. Comparatively few are competent to perform 
this work; but Mr. Marling pr
pared himself for it, and undertook it, doing it at hIs 
own Home in the evenings. Let anyone competent to the task look at the Returns. 
and the labor required to examine them, reduce the Observations, and calculate .th
 
results; or let him enquire of the Keeper of the Provincial Observatory; or let him l

 
at my last two Annual Reports under the head 'Of Meteorological Observations, arud le
 
him saÿ if it is not a sha.me that any man should complain of t'he small sum of $20Q 
per annum being allowed :Mr. 
larling for accomplishing this scientifiç ta
k from tel1 
Meteorological Stations. and preparing the Annual RepoTt of them. I mIgÞt hav
 sellÇ'Ç\
d 
another c'Ompetent Person to perform t,his newly-created work, but must l}.ave >>ai4. plore 
than twice Two Hundred dollars for it. ..i . t:l'1ß1JU 
Then Mr. Marling is the Recording Cle'rk of the Council .pf Pu
l.ic. h:UJt.f.1:fc
l
1} 
which wmally meets at 4 P.M. The duty of the Clerk, in r
spect to .tJb,e, M!ð
tip
 .
j 
various proceedings and Orders of the Council, is very considerable, for which the Coun- 
ell has voted such a Clérk $100 per annum ßince 1850" and respecting which no fauJt was 
ever fou
d, or objection made, to my knowledge, until Friday eve'ning, the 16th Instàrlt, 
in the House of Assembly. . 
But there are two items paid to Mr. Hod,gins also in addition to Salary. The fi
11. 
1100 :per annum, for delivering every S'at
rday m'Orning, ,for nine or ten montlhs,' å 
Lecture on the School Law and its applications, together with appropriate practical. 
eounsels to Teachers-in-Training in the Normal Bchool. There are two Sessions during 
the y.ear, averaging about 22 weeks each,-thus two courses, or about 40 Law Lectlirt:s 
are prepare,d and delivered .for the paltry remuneration of $100, the ap,pointment and 
compensation being authorized by the Council of Pub1ic Instruction. I might 
sk 
wthether he would perform the task of preparing and delivering 40 Law LecturE
 
for $100? I wo'uld ask whether it is Mr. Hodgins' duty, as Deputy-Superintendent, 
any more than it is my duty, or that of any Member of Parliament, to perform BUch 
wor,k in the Normal .school? The late deceased Head :\1aster of the Normal School 
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pressed the importance or ihis instrucl:Íon UP'Oll me more than once. I delivered a Lec- 
ture, or two, myself on the subject duriÍl'g one, or two, seasons; but it was ;feU that 
muc.h more should be d>one to acquaint the Normal School Teachers wíth the .principles 
and provislolli3 of the School Law, and how this knowledge would avail them in S.chool 
Sections w.here they are often the Clerks of 'the S'chool Corpor,ations, and oan do much 
to prevent difficulties and adju.st differences. The task \\18.>8 at length, by the ap'püint- 
ffiE:nt of tJhe Council, undertaken two years since by :Mr. Hodgins,-a good s.peaker, and 
better acquainted with our .8.c.hool Law than any other man living, having as.sisted in 
preparing it Ifrom the beginning, and in administering it, having edited successive 
Manuals of .it, wiuh the ,forms, notes and definitions of the Superior OOUTts, in cas-es of 
appeal under its operations.* 
Finally, objection is made in regar.d to the amount paid, and to wthom paid, for 
editing, and managing, the Journal 01 Education-a periodical w.hich I published six 
years by subs()riptions, at .considera,ble loss to myself, and wlhiclh I d-ete'rmined to dis- 
oontinue unless the Legislature would (provide means for its publicoation and tTans- 
mission without charge, to each School Corporation and Local Superintendent in Upper 
Qa'nada, The sum of $1,800 per annum was granted for that purpose in 1850; and 
for that sum the Journal of Education is edited, 5,000 copies of it printed, fo.Ided, put 
In C'OVe.TtS, ad,dressed and sent to aU parts of the Oountry ;per month. If any objector 
will do the work, and do it as weB, for that sum, I should be happy to see him do it. 
If I have been authorized to prepare and publish the Journal of Education, and am 
responsible for it, I have the right to select wlhom I plEase to do the w'Ork, and pay 
what I please, so that I do not exceed the Parliamentary app.ropriation. When I ceased 
to edit, or su.peTintend the publication of it myself, it was my own, and not another's 
bmdness as t'O 'Whom I should confide that confidential and imp'Üd'tant worK. I .might 
have selected and employed the literary Editor of The Globe newspaper; and had I done 
so, I migiht not have recelvp,d so much abuse from that quarter. But it became me to 
select an Editor who was of one heart and mind with myse-lf, who th'orough.ly 'Under- 
stoûd the S('hoo.} System, and wa.s in" othe-I' respects com:petent d'OT the work. There was 
no ;room for hesitation as to uhe mo.st desirable ch'Üice; the only question was as to 
whether Mr. Hod,gins, with all his masterly arrangements of business and economy o.f 
time, .could, without interfering with his Offidal duties, devote t'he attention and labour 
necessary to edit and superlnte.nd the publication of the Journal 01 Education. This 
be suoceeded in d,olhg; an-d ,for d'Oing so. I could not, in the pTogresls of yea'rs, 'Offer Jess 
than had already been paid for editing the Journal of Educatfon for Lower Canada-a 
journal of less circulation tlhan ours. 
But it Is reported as .having been objeded by the Member for South Bruce, (Mr. 
Blake), that an Officer of a Public DepaTtment having a Salary should devote al1 his 
time to tbe public! What then comes of the Common Law and universal usage of ce'r. 
tain appointed bours for work, both in Banks and in Public Departm-ents, unleRß in 


· The fOllowIng are the opInIons of three ChIef .Justices of this Province on the merits 
of those Manuals:- 
Late Chief .Justice of Upper Canada {SIr J. B. Robinson.)-" I have received the new 
etUtton of the Grammar and Common School Manuals, for which I thank you. These com- 
pilations, when made with the care which has been exhibited In your book, greatly assist 
the .Judges in their labours, and help to secure them against the danger of overlookIng 
provisions bearing upon the Questions before them. And to all engaged In carrying out the 
Sellnol Laws they must be very valuable." 
Ex-Chief .Justice of Upper Canada (Honourable W. H. Draper, C.B.)-" I am afraid I 

have been guilty of an apparent neglect in not thanking you for a copy of the School 
.Manual. I have just had my hand upon it, and do not remember having acknowledged your 
.Idnd attention-and even now I can do little more-beyond expressing my opinion In favour 
.of the great usefulness of the cplJection-and of the care and industry wIth whIch the 
Inotes have been compiled. I have not had time to do more than make a cursory exami- 
'I1ation of Its contents, but so far as I have gone. am both pleased and satisfied." 
ChIef .Justice Hagarty.-" Mr. .Justice Hagarty thanks Mr. Hodgins for his very useful 
and eareful1y compiled School Manual, which he ha<; so courteously presented. Mr. Hagarty 
has no doubt that such a compilation will be no smaJI boon to the large class of persons 
concl'rnell in the due administration of the Sèhool Laws." 
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excepti'onal cases under a temporary pressure of w.ark? Has not a Bank Clerk certain 
hours of his own? Have not aU officers 'Of Public Departments the same? The Member 
t-or South Bruce (Mr. Blake) engages to se,rve his Constituents in tw'O legislatures for 
a certain remuneration. It may be inadequate; but, nevertheless, the office is accepted 
upon the conditions prescribed by law. But doe.s 'he give all his time t'O his two-fold 
duties? Does:he do nothin,g for ,his 0\\ n individual pr'Ofit during the S'essions of the 
two LE'.gislatures but attend to 'his -representative duties? 
Hut the same honourable Member invokes against my acts and my ,Subo.rdinates the 
Dominion Civil SErvice Act of la,st Session. I am not certain that that Act if:: in force 
in Ontario; but I accept the authoritative invocation of it, yet deny its appllcatiou to 
the case in hand. The invoked (20th) clause of the Act say.s: "Xo aHowance or compen- 
sation shall be made for any extra service whatever w.hich any Officer, or Clerk may be 
required to perform in the De,partment to which he belongs." 

ow, will the learned Gentleman who quoted this Clause say that the School 
Apparatus, Library and Prize Bonk Depository, (which have, of late years, been e.stab- 
Hshed in ,connection rwith the De,p.artment and which may be discontinued at any time). 
is identical with the Education Dep.artment pr-oper; or that examining PflOOf.S of Books 
prepared and published under the sanction .of the Council 'Of Public Instruction, and 
various other duties ordered by it, or t'he examining 'and reducing -or publication of 
returns ,fro.m the ten Meteorological Stati'Ons, are a pa'rt 'Of the duties "required" of 
:\1,1'. 
Iarling as Aocountant and BODk-kee,per in the Education Department? Or that 
de1ivering Law Lectures in the Normal School, or editing and managing the Journal 
of JiJucation are a part of the duties "-required" of the Deputy-Superintend'ent of 
IDducaUon? Are these separate engagements a part of the departmental duties "re- 
quired" of the Officers referred to, any more than the professional dutie.s of the :\Ielll1ber 
for South Bruce in the C-oUl't of Ohancery are a part of his duties .as Member 'Of two 
Parliaments? 
But if the 20th clause of the Dominion Civil eervice Act of last Session is, (accord- 
ing to the honourable mem.ber for South Bruce (Mr. Blake) in ofor'ce in Ontario, he 
cannot deny the application of tlhe 22nd dause of the same Act, which says, "Nothing 
in this Ad shaH affect bhe S'alary, or emolument, of any Office?, or C.1ørk in the Civil 
Service at the time of the pt3.Sßing of this Act, so long as he shall be continued in 
office." 
'rhe Officers in question have been receiving, as "Salaries, or Emoluments," during 
four years, what is now, in face of the quoted Act, attempted to be taken frlom bhem. 
I submit that in matters of personal and 'Official rights, Membe'f'S of the Legislature, like 
Members of the Bench, oUgiht to be impartial and hum8ne judges, and not judges in 
the .spirit of partizalli<;hip. 
I am thankful tD find that thus far the >only ads impugned during my lorug and 
difficult administration of the Education Department, relate to the points I have noticed, 
-a fixed .purpose' to do what was eQu'al and Just t'O able and faithtful men associate.d 
witJh me in a great national work. And I submit, that when the g;reat work of that 
Department is admitted to have been dDne efficiently, and with unparalleled economy', 
it Is hardlY fair, much le.ss generous, to carp at tw'O or three small items in respect to 
the principal helpers in the work,-1ess in amount .than t'he 'Cost to the Country of the 
time sp.ent in dis'Putill'g about them. 
Objections to the Journal of Education Answered.-Oomplimentary References to it. 
But It has been objected to the Journal of EducatiWt itsel,f, that as, a periodical it itS 
uninteresting, unwortJhy of support, etcetera. I dare s'ay that this may ,be true in 
regard to those WhD never read it, or anytlbing e.ls,e worth reading. fl'he honourable 
member .for South Norf-olk, resident of the Township >of Charlotteville, and formerly 
Master of the Vittoria Post-Office, (witJhin a mile and a half of my own bi rth"'J> lare ), is 
reported to have said that parties refused to take from .his post-offi,ce 'Copies of the 
Journal of Eudcation addTessed to them. I .doubt not the truth of this statement, which 
The Globe adduces as certain proof that the Journal of Education is not worth taking 
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out of a post-office. I dare say the same parties take no journal whatevelr, and Dhat if 
the Canadian Farmer or Daily Globe were addrefised to them, they would not take 
either out of the post
office,-a p,roof, accordiIl1g fa The Globe, that neither is worth tak- 
ing out o.f the 1)ost-office! Now, there happens to be 3n English gentleman Farmer 
resident nea,r the same p'ost-office,-a man of education and refinement,-Mr. James H. 
Covernton, who has been School Superintend,ent of the same Township :for several years. 
In one of hi,s reports, incidentally alluding to the Journal of Education, Mr. Covernton 
says:-"I venture to suggest that much good might result, if the attention of parents 
and trustees were caned to this matter [teaching needle-work to Gir,ls in S'chools, taught 
by female Teachers] through the columns of the Journal of Ed1Lcation-which paper, by 
the 'by, is very generally received, read, and appreciated, the few instances to the con- 
trary being, I fear, occasions where a degree of s'upilleness p-revails, which would not 
be remedied by the stated transmission of the Journal thrüugh me, instead of through 
the ac'customed sourc'e"-the post-office. 
In the Appendix to my Annua'l School Reports wiU be .found numeTOUS incidental 
references to the Journal of Education in the extracts f-rom the rep'orts of Local Super- 
intendents. I have some twenty of them -before .me from different Municipalities, and 
trom as many different individuals (Local Superintendents) who have had the best means 
of information. I will give a few si)ecimens out of the .many:-l. "The Journal 01 
Education is a wek<Jme visitor." 2. "The Journa
 of Education is a wel'come viistor 
wherever it goes." 3. "The Journal of Education is reguTarly received in all the School 
Sections, and is highly appreciated." 4. "The Journal of Education is thankfuUy 
received, and its valuable information very much appreciated." 5. "The Journal of 
Education is regularly received in this, Towns'hip, and is of great service in the cause of 
education throug,hout the Province." 6." It has been read by all, and with much 
pleasure and pr'ofit, 'and is a Igreat means of diffusing interesting knowledge amongst 
the people. In fact, I look upon it as one of the best papers published." 7. "The 
Jôurnal of Education is, welcome, and is a ,leaven of good wherever it goes." 
I will not multiply such testimonial statements; but will remark that the Journal 
of Education has never -been intended, or iPermitted, to ,be tJhe vehicle of personal or 
even School Law controversy of any kind, in regard either to myself, o-r others, but to be 
the repository, as ,far as possible, of the bBst passages from the best educational 
Addresses of public men, and educational Articles in reviews of Books of both England 
and America, an adviser in matters of sehool instruction and ed'u cati on, and a recor'<l 
of facts most interesting and suggestive in regard to the educational progress of the 
age. To provide and arrange such material requires vastly .more labour, judgment and 
researeh, than to fill the pages of the Journal with long and readless Es,say.s, and endless 
and pointless 5peech:es and discussions. From the following list of standing headings, 
or departments, in ,the Journal of Education from month to month it will ,be seen what 
is the range, scope, and character of the articles inserted in e3lch number of the Journal:' 
1. Pa,pers on Education in Ontario. 2. PapBrs on Education in other Countries. 3. 
Papers on Practical Education. 4. Papers on Classical E'<loUcation. (occasional). 5. 
papers on Geographical, (Qr scientific), Subje.cts. 6. Papers on Teachers, (or Tea.chin). 
7. Monthly Rep9rt on Meteorology in Ontario. 8. Biographical Sketches. 9. Papers 
on Historical, ('Or Golonial), Subjects. 10. Miscellaneous Friday Readings. 11. Educa- 
tional Intelligence. 12. Departmental NoUces, etcetera. 
Inter-Communications in the Journal of Education. A de.partment is always 
reserve'd in the Journal of Education- for Letters and Inter-communications -between 
Local Superintendents, School Trustees and Teachers, on any subject of general intere,st 
rellatìng to education in the Province. No personal or party discussions have, ever 
since the establishment of the Journal, appeared in its -columns. Terse and 
pointed Communi,eations on school management, discipline, progress, teaching, or other 
subject of ge-neral interest, are always, acceptable, and may be made highly useful in 
promoting the great object for whic:h this Journal was establislhed. 
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The Honourable Henry Barnard's Opinion of the Journal of Educati(m. The Hon- 
oUl'a..ble Henry Barnard, LL.D., who -has written and published several large volum
 on 
the Normal School, and Educational Institutions of Europe; who has edited and pub- 
lished .for a number of years the American Quarterly Journal of Education; and Wiho, on 
the 'Creation of a Nationa.l Bureau of Education at Washington, was a.ppointed to preside 
over it as Commissioner, in order to diffuse educational inf.ormation throughout the 
United Stateß, and bring the various State .systems of Education, as ,far as possible, into 
a national unity, in a Letter addressed to my Department last year, suggeEts and 
l'emarks as follows:- 
.. Why do you not have a minute topical Index prepared to your Journal of Educa.- 
tion, from Volume I. to XXI.? It is full of the history, the principles, the metho- 
dology. the bi.ography, and literature generally of scohools and education. Such an Index 
will make your sets valuable. not only to your own scholars, Teachers. and Statesmen, 
but to educationists everywhere. It is a monument of intelligent and practical editor- 
sliîp." 


TORONTO, February, 1868. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


THE UPPER CANADA COLLEGE CONTROVERSY OF 1868. 


At a meeting of the Grammar School Teachers' Association in January, 1868, 
"the question of the relation of Upper Canada College to the other Grammar 
Schools of Ontario," was discussed at some length, after which tIle following Reso- 
lution was passed: 
That a Committee consisting of Messieurs J. H. Hunter, J. M. Buchan and S. Woods 
be appointed to draw up a Report on the reiationl!lhip of Upper Canada College to the 
Grammar Schools of OntarIo, and the influence it is exerting on them. 


At a meeting of the Association in August Mr. J. Howard Hunter, Cllairman 
of the Committee on the Upper Canada College question, read an exhaustive Report, 
entering fully into the past history and present administration of the CoUege. 
1\foved by Mr. John Seath, seconded by }fr. David Ormiston, and- 
Resolved, that the thanks 'Of this AssocIation are due and are hereby heartily 
tendered to the Committee, and particularly to the Ohairman, who have taken so much 
pains in preparing the very elaborate Re,port on the Relations of Upper Canada Col- 
lege to the other Grammar Schools of Upper Canada. 
! ' 
. I 
, 'The first Division of the Report relates to "The Grammar School '(Land). 
Reserves," and is devoted to an historical review of the earliest procee'dings of thé 
Legislature and Government of Upper Canada in dealing with tIle original Imperial 
Grant of half a million acres of Crown Lands made by the King in 1797, in re- 
sponse to a Memorial from the Legislature" for the establisllment and support of 
a respectable Grammar School in each District, and also for a College, or Uni- 
versitv, for the instruction of the Youth in different Branches of liberal Knowl- 
edge.'; , 
, 'The :response to the Memorial was much morp liberal in its terms than were' 
thpse of, the Parliamentary Memorial to which it was a reply. The Despatch of the 
Colonial Minister stated that the Royal Grant of Lands was made:- 
, "First: [for] tIle establishment of Free Grammãr S.choots". 
"Secondly, [for the establishment], in due course of time of other Semi. 
naries of a large, and more comprehensive nature for the promotion of Religious 
and moral learning, and the study of the Art.s and Sciences." 
IV.-8 
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The second division of the Report relates to the "Origin of Upper Canada 
CoJIege," and its establishment by Sir John Colbol'ne in 18
n, as being without 
parliamentary sanction. The Report states tlwt the Legislature afterwards gave a 
conditional assent to the establishment of the College and that it went into operation 
in 1R:W. 
Sir John Colborne, no doubt, regarded the terms of the Imperia] Grant of 
1792 I'elating to " Other Seminaries" as authorizing him to establish the College; 
and his Successors invariably interpreted the terms of the Royal Grant of that 
year as relating to "Grammar Schools and Colleges," 
'rIte third division of the Report on "Upper Canada College down to 1850," 
deals with the subject of successive investigations of the management of the Col- 
lege in 1832, 1835 anù subsequently. 
The l
eport then proceeds to give particulars as to the absorption of the main 
portion of the Imperial Grant of Land between King's College and Upper Canada 
College, without reserving any portion of that Grant for the support and mainte- 
IUmc(' of the District Grammar Scho01s. Finally, in 1839, this omission was sup- 
plieù, and an Act was passed by botb Houses to authorize the Lieutenant Govel'nor- 
in:..Counci1,- 
To s.et apart two hundred and fifty thousand, (250,000), acres of the Waste Lands 
in this Province to be sold in like manner as other Crown Lands. . . . ,and the pro- 
ceed.s thereof paid into the 'hand,s o.f the Receiver Gene'ral to be appropriated in such 
manner, and for the Grammar Schools, as hereinbefore provided." 


'rhe fonrth division of the Report, on the" Upper Canada College, 1850-1867" 
deals with the University legislation of 1849-1853, and Bhows how it affected Upper 
Canada College. 'fhe Act of 1849 separated the College from the University and 
made it an independent Corporate Body, while that of 1853 placed it again uuder 
the direction of the Senate of the University of Toronto. 
The fifth division of the Report is on the subject of the" Upper Canada Col- 
lege and the other Grammar Schools." 
The sixth division of the Report is simply headed" Conclusion," and is prac- 
tically an appeal against the continuance of Upper Canada College, for reasons 
already given in the Report. 
Whether it was the result of the publication of this Report, or not, it is now 
difficult to determine, but, in 1860, the annual Grant of One thousand ponnds 
sterling, which the College had received for many years, was withdrawn from it by 
the Government. 


REPLY TO THIS REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF UPPER CANADA 
COLLEGE.. 1868. 


After the publication of this Report, Mr. G. R. R. Cockburn, who became the 
Principal of the College in 1861, obtained leave to address a Select Committee of 
the House of Assembly at some length in reply to the Statements in the Grammar 
School l\1:asters' Report, which he did successfully. 
In regard to the attitude of Upper Canada College to the Grammar Schools, 
Mr. Cockburn, in his remarks to t'he Committee, in reply to the Report of the 
Grammar School Masters' Association, says: 
Ie I have watch
d with unalIoyed pleasur.e the increasing success or some of the best 
Grammar Schools in preparing Students for the University. I have seen, at the same 
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time, the establishment of Hellmuth College, London. . - . of a Collegiate School 
in connection with Torinity College, now at Port Hope, and of 'Other Collegiate S'Chools 
at Picton, Woodstock and other Provincial Centres. But, so .far from the success of 
those tending to diminish the numbers, or affect the character of the Pupils of Upper 
Canada College. it was never more prosperous. The Province has need of all, and has 
abundant room for all. . . The more nearly all the Grammar Schools of the Province 
are ,brought to the high standard aimed at with success by a few 'Of the -best of them, 
the greater will be the need ,felt for one, or more, such Institution.s as Upper Canada 
College, with a large staff of Teachers, and the .corre'spondinlg app1iances of a great 
Public S.chool; and, when t:his most desirable end has been attained, I feel assured that 
the ablest and most successful Grammar School Teachers will be found the foremost in 
extending their sympathy to such Institutions." 


The remainder of l\Ir. Coc
burn's reply to the Heport of the Committee of 
the Grammar School l\f asters' Association is devoted mainly to the comparative 
results of the teaching of Upper Canada College and of the Grammar 
chools, as 
illustrated by the number of successful Matriculants in the Universit): of rroronto 
from the College and from the Grammar 
chools. '''hile Upper Canada College 
is the more successful in this respect, Mr. Cockburn accounts for it from,- 


"The im.portant ,position accord.ed in the COllege to Chemistry, Physiology and 
Modern Languages" and the training which the College pupils receive in t'hese subjects. 


The Principal further states, that, "as the College Boys come fr'om all parts of the 
Province. . . . many of th,: best. Pupils afterwards prosecute their studies at 
Trinity College, where alone, since 1861, they have carried off at least thirteen matri- 
culation Scholarships, while others cüntinue their distinguished career at other Can- 
adian, EnglÜ3h and United States Universities. . . 


STATEMENT OF HONOURS AND SCHOLARSHIPS GAINED BY PuPILS OF THE UPPER CANADA 
CoLLEGE, 1858-1867. 


The ,printed Lists show the following results at the Entrance, or Matriculation 
Examination, beginning with the year 1858, and having regard to the number of suoh 
Honours gained in the University of Toronto, University College, and Trinity College, 
respectively:- 


Years I University I University Trinity I Years. University I University Trinity 
. of Toronto. College. Col] ege. of Toronto. College. College. 
1858.. .. 16 21 7 1863.. .. 11 10 6 
1859.. .. 19 16 5 1864. , . . 11 10 5 
1860.. .. 7 9 11 1865 . .. . 11 8 5 
1861. . . . 4 4 14 1866.. .. 12 16 5 
1862.. .. 14 7 6 1867. . . . 18 14 7 


The remainder of }Ir. Cockburn's reply to the Report of the Grammar School 
Masters is devoted to the financial relations of Upper Canada College to the Uni- 
versity. Mr. Cockburn also submitted to the Committee Returns in detail of the 
internal economy and management of the College, the attendance of pupils, their 
parentage, place of residence, Religious denominations, etcetera. 
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THE REVEREND DOCTOR l\fCCAUL'S REMINISCENCE OF UPPEH CANADA COLLEG1
. 


In his stateplent in regard to the earlier history of Upper Canada College 
before this Education Committee of the House of Assembly, the Reverend Doctor 
McCa ul said:- 


This day, 30 years ago, in 1838, I arrived in To'ronto, to assume the office of Prin- 
cipal of Upper Canada College. That Colle1ge had been estab1is'hed almost wholly 
through the influence of Sir John Colborne, afterwards, Lord Seaton. Bishop Strachan 
was extremely anxious to have the King College University commenced early, and Sir 
John Colborne was just as anxious that it s'hould not oommence. In fact, he was deter- 
mined it should not, even so fa:r as toO use the ex,pression that not one stone of it s.houfd 
be laid upon another. The consequence was, there was an antagonism about the esta.b- 
lishment of Upper Canada Oollege. The Bishop never looked kindly on it, and w83 
extremely anxious to prevent any of the funds of King's College being used for its sup- 
port, or, at least, to bave as little as possible 'Of those funds so applied. The College was 
opened in 1830,-in the first instance, in the Grammar School. The Head Master of 
the Grammar School, the Reverend Doctor Phillips, and, he believed, other Masters, 
and the Pupils, were transferred to Upper Ganada College, and in order to make it, he 
suppüsed, take the place of the Grammar School, it received the double name of Upper 
Canada College and Royal Grammar School. Doctor Harris, my immediate predecessor, 
estabUshed the whole s.ystem of the Sch'Ûol, on the plan of an English Grammar School. 
He was much opposed to what were called mixed schools-that is, he wished that there 
should only be a Classical education given, and that the Classical Masters should teach 
English, and nothing more of it than was absolutely necessary. The same Gentleman 
also introduced a system of punishments which was quite new in the Province, which 
created a prejudice against Upper Canada College, and the result was, that the Grammar 
School was revived. Doctor Harris wa-s at the same time .compelled to make some 
changes in his plan. .. When I took office my views in some respects 
were different from those o.f my predecessor. I certainly a,dmired his arrangements 
very much: they were very minute, and accurate. His objection to a mixed education 
was just the opposite 'Of my feeling. He, therefore, encouraged the English branches 
and French, and introd,uced German.. . Finding, also, that there was no University 
established at that time, he introduced a good deal of University work, a!1d had a 
Seventh Form-whIch did not now exist-into which 'he introduced some subjects that 
really be10nged to a University Course. The Boys were taught, for example, Logic, 
Natural Philosophy, etcetera. The .position which Upper Canada Col1ege occupied at that 
time, was thus, that of a substitute for the University, and at the same time it Ihad to 
discharge the duties of a Grammar S.chool. At the time of the opening of the University, 
Upper Canada College 'had for many years been dIsçharging these functions well, and 
It was regarded as a very important Institution, in the interests of the higher education; 
and It continued to be maintained, altJhough not with the same standing, as it ha,d before 
the Unive
Ity was established. I 
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PROCEEDINGS AND REPORT OF A SELECr.!.' COJ\LUITr.!.'EE OF r.!.'HE 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY O
 r.!.'HE UPPER CA
ADA COLLEGE, THE 
GIL\:\I)IAR ...\.XD rO)DIOX 
CHonLS AXD OF TIlE DEP_\HTJrEXT 
OF EDUCATION FOR UPPER CANADA. 


On the 16th of November, 1868, on motion of Honourable Atterney-General, 
J. S. 1Ifacdonald, a select Committee was appointed to examine into the working 
of the Common and Grammar School System of Ontario, together with the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction; with power to send for persons and papers and to 
report thereon. 
It was Doctor Ryerson's very special request that inquiry into the working of 
the Education Department was included in the motion. 
On the same day, on motion of Ur. R. Christie, a select Committee was ap- 
pointed to consider the disendowment of Upper Canada College, and the seyeral 
petitions presented to this House, praying therefor; with power to send for per- 
sons and papers, and to report thereon; 
Hon. Attorney General Macdonald moved in amendment, 


"That all the words after 'that' in the said motion be expunged, and the followin.g 
substituted in lieu thereof:-the Petitions presented to this House respecting Upper 
Canada College, be referred to the S'pec1al Committee, appointed to examine into the 
working of t'he Cornman and Grammar .school System of Ontario, and into the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction." 


And the amendment having been put, was carried. r.!.'he original motion as 
amended, was then put and carried. 
I have alreaùy given the material parts of the Reply, made before this COp1- 
mittee by the then Principal of Upper Canada College, to the Report on the Col- 
lege. I also give the Proceedings of the Committee, which took place in the month 
of J nnuary, 1869. 
At one of the first meetings of the Select Committee the Reverend Doctor 
Ryerson was requested to attend and give such information in regard to the sub- 
jects to be considered by it. This he did on the 16th of December, 1868. The fol- 
lowing is a statement of what took place at that Meeting. 


Referring to the Common School Amendment Bill, Doctor Ryerson stated that in 
January, February and MarC'h of 1866, he made his last official Tour of Upper Canada, 
and consulted the people at County S'chaol Conventions as to the provisions desired for 
further simplifying and improving the School Law. At the close of that TauI' he pre- 
pared a Draft of Bill to give effect to the recommendations of the Conventions, and 
proceeded to the Seat of Government to get the Bill pas'sed by the Legislature then in 
Session; but, a.s that was ex.pected to be the last Session of the Legislature of Unite.d 
Canada, it was suggested and agree upon, to leave the S'chool Law of Upper Canada 
to be con.sidered by the proposed Upper Canada Legislature a.fter the Confederation. 
>Respecting what has been calle
'Compulsory Education," of forty County Con- 
ventions, thirty-seven affirmed the principle of the duty of the State to render penal 
the neglect of Parents to avail the.mselvetS of the opportunities afforded for the educa- 
tion of their children. 
The Bill, as approved by the Committee, after Doctor Ryerson's explanation, pro- 
vided for the a-pplication .of this principle in the most lenient and liberal manner pos- 
sible. 
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As to having ,properly qualified County Superintendents, instead of numerous and 
often unqualified Local Township Superintendents, Doctor Ry-erson stated that there 
was scarcely any difference of opinion, as also against sudden changes in the boundari2S 
of S.chool Sections, and on enabling School Sections to provide Teachers' Residences. 
In regard to frequent changes of 1'eaclh-ers, !he stated that all persons of experience 
in all Countries wh-ere it was aHpwed, Holland and Switzerland, (in addition to all the 
German States), this was provided against; and W'hat was proposed in the Bill suggested 
a remedy for the evil in the most modified form, and only .a.fter the Teacher had proved 
nis e.fficiency by a six months' Trial. A County SuperÏ!1Ìendent had nothing to say in 
the employment of a Teac'her, and would, of course, desire tJhè -removal of any in{'fficient 
one. Besides, whatever power was given to a County Su,perintendent in this and other 
matters of difference, was a protection against wrong; and in any and every case, in 
which the decision of the County Superintendent was objected to, there was the right 
of appeal by the dissatisfied party to the Head of the Department, and f'rom him to the 
Governor-in-Council, and tJhence to Parliament, and t!hat without expense to any party 
complaining. 
In the establishment of Free Schools by law, provision must be made to secure the 
employment of Teachers who are 'compet-ent to teach all the residents under 21 yearn 
of age each of the ,prescribed subjects of a Common School Education, f.or it is unjust to 
compel any man ,to support a Common School in whi-ch a Teacher is employed less 
advanced than some of his own ûhildren in Common Sc'hool subjects, and in which his 
child'ren can learn nothing. 
Doctor Rye'rson then requested permission to relfer to matters more personal to 
himself and to the Department which he had administered for nearly a quarte.r of a 
century. He then glanced at the progreßS of aur School System since 1844, in regard 
to S.chool HOùses, Teachers and Text
books. Provision has ,been made for supplyin.g the 
Municipalities and Schools with Text-Books, Gl{)bes, 
Iaps, Apparatus, Prize Books, and 
LibrariEs. During the sittings of the Committee, the average sum received at the 
Department from School Corporations for School Apparatus and Prize Bo-oks amounted 
to $200 per day,-so that with the bonus al10wed 'on the local grant an avera.ge of Four 
hundred dollars worth of su.clh School Requisites ,was supplied per day by the Depart- 
ment. He then referred to the Normal and Model Schools, :\/luseum and Grounds, the 
culture and productions of which were not merely ornamental, -but designed and used 
to illustrate the teachings of the Schools in Botany and Vegetable Phy.siology. 
Referring to the appointments in these Schools, and in the Department, Doctor 
Ryerson said t.hat they -had been made impartially, without referenc.e to sect, or party, 
according to Clha-rader and qualifications, and all on a six months' trial. He had never, 
during more than tWf'nty YEars, in nearly 100 appointments, selected any relative, or 
any-one, except on trial,-that he 'would not leave to his Successor the legacy of a single 
Relative, or incompetent, or useless Clerk, in the Depar'tment. 
As to the expenses Df the Department, he remarked that all the Buildings had been 
erect{'d, and operations of the schools and of every branCih of the DeJ)artment, had been 
carried on within the estimate originally made; that no second application had been 
made to Parliament for the same thing; and that every par.uamentary Grant asked for 
had been made by the unani.mO'us vot'e o,f the Repre.sentatives of the ,people; that 
although the duties and business of the Department had greatly increased, the expenses 
of it, by improved methods .of management, had not inc-reased during the last ten yearn; 
that, while in 1858, the expenses of the Department were $15,124, in 1867 they were 
$14,353,-including the salaries of the Chief Superintendent and all the Subordinate 
Officers, aa well as aI,1 Contingent expenses; that Up;per Canada has nearly 1,000 sc1hools 
more than Lower Canada, and nearly double the number of Pupils, while the Ontario 
Department cost $2,400 less than that of Quebec .Yo-r 1866,7, and on an average $1,100 
per annum less during the last twelve years. 
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Doctor Ryerson alluded to, and named, a number of men who had been raised up 
by means of the Normal and l\I,odel Schools, and in connection with the DeJ)artment, 
some of whom had alread'Y acquired distinction, and through whom the system -of Public 
[nstruction cou,ld be carried on when he eeased to be connected with it. He also re- 
terred to the impartiality of his administration; but two only of his numerous decisions 
had been ap-pealed against to the Governor-in-Council duriwg th-e last twenty years, and 
in both instances they had been sustained. 
Concludin.g with reference to his own proposed retirement from office Doctor Ryer- 
son stated, that it 'had been moved by no other person than himself; that he had men- 
tioned to the Canadian Commissioners in London early in 1867 the 'creation of the De- 
partment of Public Instruction as one of the Executive Departments, but that he had 
been recently informed by one or them-a Member of the Government-that they 'had 
conversed about it, but had resolved not to interfere with ,him, as long as he, who had 
founded the School System should preside over it. He felt, 'however, that at his age, and 
after so long a period of .la-bour, he desired release from the burden and cares, of office; 
that there were "ants in the Literature for Schools and for youth that he thought he 
could do something towards supplying; that he had long cherished one ambition, which 
had not been gratified,-that 'Of being the Historian of his C'Ûuntry,-that he wished it 
possible to ered an Historical monument of justice to those noble and princely Loyal- 
ists who, in sacrificing their homes and property, and hazarding their lives for the sake 
of principle, and laying the foundations of our Country, endured more suffering.s, and 
evinced more courage, than even did the famed Pilgrim settlers of New Engiand. He 
also desired to trace the rise and development of our present system of popular govern- 
ment,-having written the first article ever puhlished in Canada in favour of Equal 
Rights and privileges among all Religious Persua
ions, and published the first paper, 
d
fining and e>.pounding the principles of Responsible Government. His own persopal 
wish was to be relieved from all connection with public life; but, when objection had 
been made against the Country's losing the advantage of his long study and experience 
in regard to the s-chool eeon()my of Government, 'he had expressed Ihis readiness to con- 
tinue his connection with the Coundl of Puhlic Instruction, and do what he could for the 
Country whose property he still as ever considered himself to be. 
In conclusion, by the permission of the Attorney General and the Provincial Sec- 
retary, he read to uhe Committee the copy of a Letter, which he had addressed to the 
Government, in regard to the Department of Public Instruction and his retirement from 
it. 
Before the Committee adjourned a cordial vote of thanks was moved and unani- 
mously ad'Opted for Doctor Ryerson',s attendance at the sittings of the Committee, and 
for the information and assistance which he had given on the various subje.cts of their 
deliberation. The Ohairman, (the Honourable M. C. Cameron,) prese.nted in ,compli- 
mentary terms the thanks of the Committee, to which Doctor Ryerson gratefully re- 
s.ponded, expressing the hope at the same time that the Oommittee would examine 
thoroughly into the ,,"orking of the Education Department, and report the result. 


PROCEEDINGS OF TIlE EDUCATION COl\UUTTEE OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
JANUARY, 1869. 


January 1,"]tlz, 1860. 1\11'. Robert Ohristie, on behalf of hi'S Select Committee on Upper 
Canada College, laid before the Committee certain documentary evidence which he had 
obtained in support of the allegations which he had made against Upper Canada Col- 
lege, as f.ollows:- 
I. That in the endowing of Upper C.anada College the Grammar School Reserves 
granted in 1797 were illegally diverted from their original purpose.'" 


· It will be seen that by an Act passed in 1839, 250,000 acres of Crown Land were 
granted to the Grammar Schools. to make up for thi<; diversion of the original ImJ;erlal 
Grant to them. 
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II. That the property 'Of the Home District School. now t!h'ê Toront'O Grammar 
School. was illegally appropriated to the 'use 'Of Upper Canada College. 
III. That the rapid exhausti'On of the University End'Owment is chiefly due to the 
advances made in Upper Canada ,C'Ollege, and 'that these advances were being made as 
lately as 1860. 
IV. That the impartial administration of University affairs has been most injur- 
iously affected by Vhe influence of Upper Oanada College in the University Senate, as 
illustrated by the appointment of Upp,er Canada COllege Masters Examiners 'Of their 
own. and rival. Pupils for University Honours. Seventeen such app'Ointments 'having 
been .made during the eleven years ending 186-6. 
V. That u.PiPer Canada College is a union 'Of a Grammar with a Oommon S'chool. 
conducted at an expense immensely greater than that 'Of any similar institution in the 
Province. 
VI. That the Grammar School work dione in Upper Canada College does n'Ot, to any 
appreciable extent, differ from the work done in t'he better class of our Grammar 
Sch'Ools. 
VII. Tlhat the pTesent total attendance of Upper Ca11ada COllege is altogether dis- 
proportioned to the ann'Ual amount withd'ratWn from the Grammar .school Endowment 
($12.500,) lor the support of the Institution. 
VIII. That the attend1aruce of Pupils log mainly derived from Toronto. thus com- 
pletely divesting Upper Canada Co'llëge 'Of all claim to be regard'ed as a Provincial 
Institution. 


NOTE. A prolonged discussion arose in regard to the various statements con- 
tained in Mr. Christie's Report, which is fully reported on pages 5-29 of the 
"Documentary History of Education in Upper Canada" and is, not, therefore, 
inserted here. 


REPORT ON THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT BY A SELECT COllIMITTEE OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO
 1869. 


NOTE. At the request of the Chief 8uperintendent of Education, a large Com- 
mittee of twenty-three, out of eightytwo :Members of the Legislative Assembly, was 
appointed to consider the suggestions which he had submitted in his two last official 
Reports, respecting certain amendments to the Grammar and Common School 
Laws: also to inquire into the management and working of the Education Depart- 
ment. 
Various attacks and imputations have been made in past years against the Chief 
Superintendent and others in the management of the Department, and }]e was 
anxious, before retiring from its administration, that the most thorough investiga- 
tion should be made into the working of the Department by Representatives of 
the people. The leaders of both parties in the Assembly agreed to the selection 
and appointment of a large Select Committee from both sides of the Rouse, and on 
the 16th of November, on motion of the Honourable Attorney General Macdonald, 
R Select Committee was appointed to examine into the working of the Common :md 
Grammar School System of Ontario, together with the Department of Public 
Instru cti on. 
The following is the Report of that Committee, which was oràered to be 
printed by the Legislative Assembly the day before the close of the Session. This 
Report is an ample vindication of the Chief Superintendent, and all who have 
assisted him, from the imputations made upon them by a portion of tIte public 
press and other parties; it is an unquestionable testimony of the fidelity, efficiency 
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anù economy with which the Department of Public Instruction has been con- 
ducted in its various branches and details. 


7'0 the Honou'mble the Legislative Assembly, Ontario. 
The Select Committee appointed to examine into the w.orking .of the Oommon and 
Grammar Scho'Ol System of Ontario., together with tlhe Department o.f Public Instructi'On, 
beg leave to present their RepQrt:- 
Your Committ'ee have considered the provisi'Ons of the Law respecting Common 
and Grammar ,SchQols, and adopted certain ResQJutions for the amendment thereof, 
whi-ch have been embodied in Bills numbers 119 and 129, n'Ow .before Your Honourable 
House. 
Some progress has been made in investigating the management and usefulness of 
Upper Canada College, but owing to the lateness of the Session and tJhe number of 
Per&ons to. be examined, and documents to be consid-ered, the Committee will not be 
able to r-ep'Ort thereon this Session. They have also procured Returns and other useful 
information, which have been printed under the Order 'Of Your Honourable House for 
the use 'Of Members. 
1'he Committee visited tqe Education Office and examined the system of manage- 
ment ,pursued there, and appointed a sub-Committee for the more careful and extended 
investigation of that department of the Educational System. The result 'Of the labour 
of that sub-Committee is embodied in their Report, as adopted and approved by your 
Committee, and herewith submitted. 
Your Committee have to co.ngratulate the Country upon the extent and efficiency 
of its Educational System, ,brought t'O its present state of usefulness mainly by the 
ind'øfatigable exertions of the able and venerable Chief Superintendent of Education, 
the Reverend Dodor Ryerson, seconded by the Council of Public Instruction, and a 
most efficient staff of 'Officers, together with the liberal provisi'On made ,by the Repre- 
sentatives of the peop,le fQr the support of Education in all its branches. 
Your Committee are also. much indebted to the Chief Superintendent for the great 
assistance given to the Committee by him in pursuing their inquiries; and it is .matter 
of regret to tlhe Committee, that the time at their disposal, owing to the many calls 
r upon its Members in the discharge of other legislative duties, has prevented the pre- 
parati'On of an extended Report upon the subjects embrac-ed in their enquiries. 


TORONTO, January 19th, 18G9. 


M. C. CAMERON, Chairman. 


REPORT OF 'I'HE SUB-COM:l\IITTEE ON THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND 
ON THE DEPOSITORY. 


'1'0 the Chairman of the Educational Cornmittee:- 
'fhe sub-Committee a
pointed to examine into the internal management of the 
Education Department, report:- 
That in undertaking ,the duties assigned to them, they first determin-ed to make 
a thorough examination into the mod-e of conducting the Financial Branch. 
Your Committee find that the system adopted ,by the Department is of so thorough 
and complete a character, that no funds can by any possibility be received with'Out 
being checked by pro.per Offioers, 'whose several duties require them to make entrleø 
in various B'Oo.ks, through whic'h every item can readily be traced. 
They find that all moneys received -by the Department are regularly deposited to 
the credit of the Government, with the exce.ption of moneys intended to. ,be disbursed 
in the purchase of articles outside of the Institution [Truste
'S' S,chool Seals merely], 
and that all Expenditures are made by Oheque, properly ,countersigned by the different 
Heads of the Department!! to which they respectively belong. 
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They find that a perfect system of registration of every communication received 
by the De_partment is maintained, by means of which the several Officers to whose 
department the Communication has reference, are immediately apprized of the contents, 
and answers are promptly returned to the same. 
Your Committee have also made a thorough investigation of the Depository Branch, 
and find that the existing arrangements for purchasing Sto'Ck are sati.sd'actory and well 
fitted for securing the same on the most favourable terms. The mode of disposing of 
the Books is equally satisfactory. 
Your Committee find that the amO'pnt yeaI"1ly received by the Department from the 
Municipalities for Books, Maps, etcetera, is very considera'ble, amounting in 1868 to 
$20,004.20, which sum is paid directly into the Public Treasury, and should be regarded 
as an offset against the amount granted to tlhe Department. 
In connection with this subject, your Committee submit the following statement, 
showing the cost of Books, Maps, etcetera, and the amount received .for the same from 
1850 to 1867, inclusive. Also the amount received from the Government on account 
thereo,f. videlicet:- 


Tota'l amount paid for Bonks, Maps, etcetera, imported 
from 1850 to 1867, was. . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . . .. . ., " . . . .. 
Purchases in Montreal .................................. 
Articles manufactured, or purchased, in Toronto .......... 


$271,869 52 
3,990 06 
93,146 88 


$369,006 46 


Freight, Agency, Packing, P.rinting, Insurance, Salaries 
and Expenses ....................................... 


73,600 19 


$442,606 65 


Value of Books despat'Ched to Libraries, including the 
100 per -cent. granted ............................... 
Maps, Prizes, etcetera ................................... 
Maps sold, without grant, (Text Books), etcetera ........ 


$123,
98 97 
213,993 78 
82,182 59 


$419,475 34 


Grants received from Government .on this ac-count, from 
1850
] 867 . .......................................... 
Les,s remitted to the Receiver General. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 


253,518 48 
66,378 69 


$187,139 79 


Value of Books deEpatched .............................. $123,298 97 
Value of Maps an.d Prizes despatched .................... 213,993 78 


337,292 75 


We get the amount of articles despatched over and above whiat wras paid for. 


Taking then the Grants ................................. $187,139 79 
And deducting proportion of ,goods ....................... 168,646 37 


Leaves a balance of ................................. $18,493 42 
Which amount Is fully covered by the gj:ock on hand. 
The above is exculsive of the transactions of 1868. 
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Your Committee in making their investigation have noticed that a .considerable 
amount of extra labour has been performed in the Depository and other departments 
by :\
eSiSieurs Hodgins, 
larling, and Taylor, to whose energies and abilities in a great 
measure the Department is indebted for its present state of effi.ciency. 
'fhe services rendered by these Gçntlelllen, outside of their ordinal') .busines'3, and 
during extra hours, has hitherto rendered unnecessary the employment of add,itional 
assistance; and having performed these duties for nearly five years, your Committee 
regret the reduction which has been made in the amount of their emoluments, without 
relieving them of their extra duties, the resUilt of which will in 'aU pTobability be an 
increased expenditure in the shape of additional Clerks. 
Among other things, the printing of the Establishment came under review of your 
Committee, and they call attention to the fact that the prices charged by the Queen's 
Printer are in excess of those formerly paid; ,for instance:- 


Xumlwr of Former QuePII's Printer's 
Copies. Pricps. Prices. E
cp.,s. 
Journal of Education ...,....... . 5,520 $130 00 $156 50 $26 50 
.Board of Trustees' Report ..... . 125 17 50 28 32 -10' 82 
S.cheme for Analysis ........... . 1,000 10 0.0 15 77 577 
6,645 $157 50 $200 59 $43 09* 


Your Committee have collected a complete set of the Forms and Papers used in the 
Department, which they submit for your inspection. 
Your Committee have great pleasure in reporting that the internal management 
of the Education Department is most satisfactory. 
In conclusion, they would recommend that there be a ye,arly audit of the Books 
of the Department. 
TORoxTo, January, 1869. J. l\!CMüRRICH, Chairman of the Sub-Committee. 


PROPOSED RETIREMENT OF THE CHIEF SUPERINTEXDENT OF 
EDUCATIO
 IN FAVOUR OF A l\IIXISTER OF EDUCATIO
, 1b68. 


I have the honour to 'Submit t'O the favourable consideration of His Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council the suggestion which I lately submitted to individual 
Members of the Government, namely, that the Department of Public Instruction shall 
be under the management of a member of the Executive Coundl, to be designated 
Minister of Public Instruction, who shaLl be a ::\'Iember of the UniversiÏty of Toronto and 
of the Council of Publi.c Instruction, and who, in addition to the powers and functions 
vested in the Chief Super1ntendent of Education, shall have the overnight of all educa- 
tional Institutions, which are or may be aided by PubHc Endowments, or Legislative 
Grants, to inspect and examine, from time to time, ,personally or throu,gh any Person 
appointed by him, into the character and working o,f such Institutions, and by him 
shall all public moneys be paid in support, or in aid of such Institutions, and to him 
they shall repol"t at such times, and in such manner. as he shall direct. 
With a view of giving effect to the foregOlÏng recommendation, I 'hereby resign into 
the 'hands of His Excellency my Office of Chief Superintendent of Education,-an Office 


· Note. 'l'he Queen's Printer contractors in their explanatory Report to the Honour- 
able the Attorney General Macdonald, on these charges, conclude as follows:- 
.. We must acknowledge, however, that we are somewhat surprised that the difference 
In favour of our Contract, admitted by all practical printers to be an exceedingly low 
one, is not greater than it is; and it is quite evident, after a careful examination of the 
Accounts attached to Mr. Hodgins' Report. [to the Chief Superintendent on the Queen's 
Printer's Account for 
ovember and December, 1868], that the printing of the l<:ducation 
Department has been most economically managed." 
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which I have filled for upwards o,f twenty-four years, during which I have Bmployed my 
best years and utmost Bfforts to devise and dBvelop our pre.sent System of Public In- 
struction, and have been favourBd with the cordial support of successive Governments 
and Parliaments, and with the loi-beral c'Û--operation of the people 'Of Upper Canada at 
large. I shall not dwell upon the developments or characteristics of that SystBm; but I 
feel thankful that they are such as have received the highest a,pproval both at home and 
abroad. 
Our System of Public Instruction 'has acquired such ilarge dimensions, and thB 
net-work of its operations so pervades every MunidpaUty of the land, and is so inter- 
woven with our Municipal and Judicial S'ystems of Government, that, I think, its 
administration should now be vested in a responsible Minister of the CTown, with 8 
8'eat in Parliament, and that I should not stand in the way of the application to our 
varied 'educational Interests of that ministerial responsibility which is sound in prin- 
ciple and wise in policy. During the pa.st year I have presented a Report on .sc,hool 
Systems in other Countries, with a view Qf improving 'Our own; and the Legislative 
Assembly has appointed a S.elect Committee for the same purpose. I have, therefore, 
thought that this was the proper time to suggest the modift.cation and extension of the 
Department of Public Instruction. 
In regard to myself, as to both the past and the future, I beg to. make the .following 
,;tatement:- 
Wñile, in addition to the duties imposed upon me by Law, as Ohief Supel'ÜÜende.lt 
,of Education, I have voluntarily established a system of providing the Municipal and 
School Authorities with Li.braries, Text Books ,and every description of 8'chool Furni- 
ture, and School Apparatus,-devising and developing their domestic manufacture. 
I have thus saved the Country very many thousands of dollars in the prices, as well as 
quality of the Books, Maps, etcetera. I ,can truly say that I have not derived one 
farthing's advantage from any of these arrangements beyond the consciou,sness of having 
conferred material, intellectual and 'Social benefits upon the Country. When I ac.cepted 
office, I made no stipulation as to Salary, which was subsequently fixed by Statute not 
to exceed that of the Superintendent of Education for Lower Canada, and to bear the 
same proportion to his Salary -as the share of Upper Canada to the population division 
of the Legislative School Grant bore to the share of L'Üwer Canada. My Salary has, 
therefore, been regulated by Act of ParliamEnt, and not by the favour of any Govern- 
ment. 
But in regard to the future, I stipulate, or solicit, nothing. In view of my labours 
during the last twenty-f'Ûur years and upward,s, my -age of nearly sixty-six years, and 
my voluntar.y retirement from my position, I bBlieve the Country and the Legislature 
of the Country will do what is just and honourable, and I ask no more. I am still 
willing to do what I ,can to advance the chief work of my life; and if it is thought I 
may be useful in connection with the Council of Public Instruction, I will be happy to 
do what I can in that capa.city, as also (releaged .from the cares and duties of office), 
t(\ c'Ûntribute to the .school and other literature of the CountTY, and to aid, if desired, 
the vroposed Minister of Public Instruction, with any counsel my experience may enable 
me to give. 
As to the time and manner of giving effect to the foregoing suggestions in regard 
to the Department, or my own resignation, I defer entirely to the convenience of the 
Government and the judgment of the Governor-in-Council. 


TORONTO, 7th December, 1868. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


MEMORANDUM BY THE CHIEF SUPERIKTENDENT OF EDUCATION ON A RETIRING 
ALLOWANCE. 


What I may be anowed annually in consideration of my labours o.f upwards of 
twenty-four years in devising and developing our present System of Education, of 
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my voluntarily relinquishing emolument, pov.er and rank of my office, and ill con- 
sideration of what I may yet do I leave to the justice and generosity of the Govern- 
ment and Legislature. 
What I should have to do in connection with the Council o.f Public Instruction is 
as follows:- 
1. To prepare a revision of the Regulations in regard to the Common and Gram- 
mar School and Public Libraries. 
2. To p,repare the Programme of the Oourses of Study for all the Public Schools, 
including not only the classification of Studies, but the time to be daily, or weekly, 
devoted to each,-a work which has not yet been done in this Country, although of 
great importance, and done in the best educating Oountries in Europe, and a work 
requiring much consultation. 
3. To examine and submit an the Text Books for the School'S, and for Public 
Libraries and Prizes. It took upwards of two years of all the time I could command 
to examine the first selection of Books ,for the Public Libraries, (nearly 4,000 works). 
New Bo.oks are constantly being published, and it is impo.rtant that the good and 
suitable ones should be, from time to time, added to the selection, while bad and 
useless ones should be carefully excluded. 
In addition, I propose to prepare for the consideration and approval o.f the Council 
Text Books, not provided for, on the following subject.s:- 
1. Elements of Civil Government and Political Economy, as suited to the Institu- 
tions of our Country, and adapted to youth and the S.chools. This is ,provided for in 
the United States, and is strongly recommended for the Schools in England. 
2. Elements of Agriculture, or what every Farmer's Son ,should know respecting 
the Soil he cultivates, the Flowers, Vegetables and Grains he gr'Ows and the Animals 
he raises. 
3. Moral Relations and Duties. 
4. Natural Science, as adapted to the Productions, Manufactures and :Mechanics, of 
Machinery, of the Country. Great stress is laid on this by the English Educational 
Commissioners. 
On these subjects we have no suitable Books, and on some of them no Books at 
all. I may not .be able to write perfect, or the best, Books on these subjects, but I may 
be able to point out the way and lay the foundation for others to build upon and 
improve. 
It will also be necessary to prepare as soon as ,possible an Historical and Descrip- 
tive Catalogue of the Objects of Art in the Museum,-a work of some three or four 
hundred pages. 
U is my wish to prosecute and complete a Constitutional History of Upper Canada, 
.preceded by an account, or History, of the United Empire Loyalists, and the first 
Settlers in Canada. 
The work which I have thus sketched w1l1 occupy some years,-perhaps all of work- 
ing the life that rema'1ns in me, and it is' all connected with the progreEs and institutions 
of the Country. 


TORONTO, 7th December, 1868. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


LETTER IN REPLY
 DECLINING TO ACCEPT DOCTOn RYEIlSON'S RESIGNATION. 


In acknowledging your Letter of the 7th December last, placing your resigna- 
tion of the Office of Chief Superintendent of Education in the hands of His Excellency 
the Lieutenant Governor, and suggesting that the Department of Public Instruction 
shouTd be placed .under the more direct management of the Government through a 
'Minister, to be designated .. T.he Minister of Public Instruction," holding a place on 
the Executive Council, and a Seat in the Legislative Assembly, thus bringil1g the Educa- 
tion Department, in common with all the other branches of the Government within the 



110 


DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


control of the people through the r
sponsible Advisers of the Crown, I am directed by 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to thank you for the valuable suggestions 
contained in your Letter, and to request that you will continue to discharge those 
important duti
s which you have performed for a quarter of a ce
tury \\ith 8'0 much 
credit to yourself and benefit to the people of this Province, until His Excellenq's 
Advisers shall have more fully considered your suggestions and matured a Measure for 
placing your Department under the direct supervision of å Member of the Executive 
Council. 
'I'he services that you have rendered to your Country and 
.our now advanced age 
fully warrant your asking to be relieved from the further dischar.ge of your arduous 
duties, but knowing your vigour of mind, and ener.gy of character, His Excellency 
ventures to hope that ,compliance with the request now made will not prove too great 
a tax upon your energies, or interfere seriously with any other plans you may .have 
formed for the employment of the remaining years of a life devoted to the moral and 
intellectual improvement of your .fellowmen. 


TORONTO, 30th January, 18ti9. 


M. C. CA1>IERON, Secretary. 


REPLY TO THE FOREGOING LETTER BY DOCTOR RYERSON. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of this date, convey- 
Ing the most kind expression of His Excellen.cy the Lieutenant Governor in regard 
to myself and my pust humble services, and the request that I would continue in my 
present Office until His Excellency's Advisers should be able to mature a Measure to 
give effect to the recommendations in my Letters of the 7th December last, respecting 
the direct responsibility of the EducatiDn Department to Parliament, and the creation 
of the Office of Minister of Public Instruction to be filled by a responsible Minister of 
the Crown, having a Seat in Parliament. 
The more than kind reference to myself on the part of His Excellency has deeply 
affected me, and for which I desire to expreS8 my most heartfelt thanks. 
I beg to assure you, for the satisfaction o.f His Excellenoy, that I wiH subordinate 
every inclination and contemplated engagement to the great work of the Education 
Department and the System of Public Instruction, as ,long as I have strength and may 
be desired, by bhe c'Ülßstituted Authorities to do so. 
I have found that the apprehension.s first expressed by the Honourable M. C. 
Cameron, as Chairman of the Education Committee of the Legislative Assembly during 
the late Session, that, ,connedin,g the IDepartment of Public Instruction with the 
Political Ministry o.f the ,day might draw the System of Public Instruction into the 
arena of Party Politics, and ,thus impede its ,pro.gress, is largely shared by thoughtful 
men, and that -my recommendation had been cold,ly r.eceived generally, and strongly 
objected to in many quarters. 
Under these circumstances, I have been led to review the whole question, and aided 
by the experience which the recent S'es'sion of the Legislature has afforded, I would 
respectfully suggest that, until a ,better System can be devised, a Committee of say 
seven, or nine, Members of the Legislative Assembly, (to be presided over by the Pro- 
vincial ISecretary), be elected ,by ,ballot, (or if not by ballot, by the mutual agreement 
of the Leaders of both parties in the House), at the commencement of each Session, 
to examine into the working, and report upon a1'1 matters relating to the Education 
Department and its administration, as well as upon any Measures which might be 
suggested for the promo>tion of Public Instruction. The Provincial Secretary, being 
ex-officio Chairman of such Committee, would be able to bring before it anything that 
had required the interposition, or had been brought before the Government during the 
year, and meriting the attention of t'he Committee. The Committee ,being chosen by 
ballot, or by mutual agreement on both sides of the House, would preclude .the char- 
acter of party in its mode of ,ap'pointment, and give weight and influence to its Teeom- 
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mendations. In this way the Education Department, necessarily so identified with 
matters affecting popular progress and enlightenment would, in its whole administra- 
tion, be more directly responsible to Parliament, and, through it, to the people, than 
any other Public Department is now, and that without being identified or connected 
with any political party; and on the occasion of vacancy in the Administration of the 
Department a selection and appointment could be made, free from the exigencies of 
party, or of party elections, upon the simple and sole ground of qualifications for the 
Office, and with a view of promoting the interests of Public Education, irrespective of 
sect, or party. 
But, under any .circumstances, I will endeavour to do my duty to the best of my 
ability, as desired by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. 


TORONTO, January 30th, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


COUNTY SCHOOL CONVENTIO
S AND THEIR PROCEEDINGS 
IN 1869. 


CIRCULAR FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO MUNICIPAL COUN- 
CILLORS" LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS" VISITORS, TUUSTEES, 'rEACII1;RS, AND 
OTHER SUPPORTERS OF GR.UIl\IAR AND PGBLIC SCHOOLS IN ONTARIO. 


I propose, in the course of the next few months, Providence permitting, to make 
my fifth and last Visit to eac'h County, or Union of Counties, in Upper Canada, in order 
to hold a County 8chool Convention o.f all School Officers and other friends of Educa- 
tion who may think proper to attend, in order to confer on the su.bjects of the Common 
and Grammar School Amendment Bills which have been recommended by a large Com- 
mittee of the Legislative Assembly, but the further copsideration of which has been 
deferred until the next Session of Parliament. I cannot hope to be able to address 
any County Convention further than may be necessary to explain the objeds and pro- 
visions of the School Bills referred to. 
2. In order to afford the best opportunity possible for attendance ,by persons at 
a disumce, each Convention will be held in the day-time, with two, or three, necessary 
exceptions. The l\1eetin.g of each Convention will take place, (unless otherwise stated). 
at one in the afternoon and the proceedings will commence precisely at half-past one. 
whether few, or many, be present. 
ELERTo:\" RYEUSO"" Chicf Supe1"intendent of Education. 
TORONTO, 30th January, 1869. 


REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTIONS BY THE CHIEF SUPERINTEN- 
DENT OF EDUCATION. 


All the Counties were reached, and Meetings held in them, except the United 
Counties of Prescott and Russell, of which L'Orignal is the County Town. The state 
of the Roads prevented me from getting to L'Orignal. The state of the Roads also 
prevented me from reaching Perth and Renfrew on the days first appointed; but I 
appointed other days. Held a large Convention in the County of Lanark, at Perth. 
but was unable to hold a Public Meetin,g in the Village of Renfrew; but in place of it, I 
held one, which was largely attended, in the Village of Arnprior. 
The proposed Grammar .school Bill, with the additions stated in my previous Com- 
munication, was universally approved. I shall, therefore, confine .my statement to what 
relates to the proposed Common School Bill. 
A majority of the County Conventions voted for County Superintendents, qualified, 
appointed and paid, as recommended by the Legislative Assemb1y. 
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With a few exceptions, the County Conventions approved 'Of all the provIsIons 
'Of the propDsed Bill. The two, and almost the only pr'Ovisions of the Bill much debated, 
are if.hose which relate tD the app.ointment and payment 'Of C'Ounty Superintendents,- 
chiefly the former,-and the minimum Salaries of Teac'hers. As it has never been my 
wis1h to have Sch'Ool Laws enacted and the System established, 'Only by cammon consent, 
I purpose to submit recommendations .on the two points referred to, which I trust will 
secure for the &hool Bill proposed the cordial support 'Of all parties. 


A CRISIS IN THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, AFFECTING DOCTOR 
RYERSON, AVERTED. 


On the formation of the Provincial Government of Ontario, under the Imperial 
Confederation Act, no change was proposed, or made, in regard to the financial 
arrangements with the Government and the Education Department. At a 
leet- 
ing, 11Owever, of the Public Accounts Committee, held during the First Session of 
the Provincial Parliament, the following Resolution was passed and reported to 
the House of Assembly:- 
Your C'Ommittee recommend that the expenditure of the Grants made in respect of 
Education, and all other .matters o,f account connected wit'h Dr relating tD the service 
'Of Public Instructi'On, be dealt with and contr'Ülled under the system applied to all 
other branches 'Of the ,public service, and that all Receipts and Disbursements for those 
Services be hereafter made through the Treasurer's Department. 



 OTE. The first intimation which Doctor Ryerson had of any coming change 
in the financial relations of the Education Department and the Provincial Gov- 
ernment, and especially with the Provincial Treasurer, were some remarks made in 
the House of Assembly by Mr. E. B. 'Vood, the Treasurer, in reply to Mr. E. Blake, 
in which he stated that "Doctor Ryerson's conduct in respect to certain official 
financial arrangements" was not satisfactory to him. On seeing this statement 
in the Newspaper Report of the Proceedings of the House, Doctor Ryerson addressed 
the following Letter to the Provincial Secretary on the subject. 


LETTER FRO:U THE CHIEJ!' SUPERINTENDENT TO THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY. 


I have the h'Onour tD submit fDr the consideration of His ExcelIency the Lieutenant 
Govern'Or-ln-CouncH the f'Üllowlng statements and remarks in regard to the canòuct 'Of 
tbe Honourable E. B. Wooò, a Member of the Executive Council, and Treasurer of 
OntarID, towards ID'J'self, and the Department over which I 'have presIded far more than 
twenty years. 
S.ome time since, the Premier, the Honourable Att'Orney General, J. S. Macdonald, 
said in his place in the Legislative Assembly, that the present Chief Superintendent, 
sh'Ould not be interfered with In his official arrangements as 1'Ong as 'he presided over 
the Department whÏC'h he had developed and sa long oonducted to the satisfaction 'Of the 
liountry. Yet in the face of this most public dec1aration and pledge on the part of the 
Head 'Of the Administrati'On, Mr. Wood, in the CDurse 'Of a few days, not 'Only ,proceeded tD 
Interfere in the matters respeoting which the Att'Orney General had tDld the Legislative 
As.sembly should not be changed during my administration of the Department, but stated, 
In reply ta Mr. Edward Blake, that my conduct in respect to t'hese ma.tters "was not 
satisfactory to him,"-although I informed him in my Official Letter ta him, dated t'he 
7th of last March, that I should pay an the Olerks just as I had done "until an'other 
Order-in-Council Should be passerl,"-alth'Oug'h 'he knew, by 'his auditing my Cheques 
and Vouchers from month to month, tha.t I had made these payments, as also did tbe 
Premier, with whom I had conversed more than once on the subject. Yet Mr. Wood, 
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in 'Order to excuse 'himself from the responsibility, and t'O gain some capital for himself 
with those who 'Opposed me, affecting an Ign'Orance 'Of what he knew had been done with 
his own -concurrence during the year, by saying that my "-c'Onduct was not satisfactory" 
in the matter. The very day after Mr. Wood threw this suspicion and slur upon my 
conauct he came to the Education Office fur the first time in his life, to enquire into my 
accounts, and modes 'Of proceeding,-with which he sh'Ould have acquainted himself 
before,-at least before uttering in the Legisla.tive Assembly his pro.fessed dissatis.faction 
with my conduct. 
It is als'O worthy of remark, that a Select Committee 'Of the Legislative Ass'embly 
has carefully and thar'Oughly investigated the whole financial working o.f my Depart- 
ment, and has justified me and condemned Mr. Wood in regard t'O the very matters 
respecting which he had censured me in the House. 
I submit that it is unpre
edented for the Head of one Department 'Of Government 
to attempt to make politic.al capital f'Or himself by disparaging remarks respecting the 
Head of an'Other Ðepartment. It is true, my Department is not political, and I .have 
n'Ot a Seat in the Legislative Assembly. The Law d'Oes not make me subject, or 
subordinate, ta him; for the 104th Secti'On of the School Law says expressly:-" The 
Chief Superintendent shall be resp'Onsible to, anld subject to the direction 'Of the 
Governor, communicated through any Department of the Pr'Ovincial Government." Hap- 
pily :\Ir. 'Yood is not "Governor"; and, as an Officer of the Government, has no right 
either to censure, or command, me, except by " directi'On 'Of the Governor." 
But there is another matter respecting which I think I have cause 'Of serious 
complaint 'Of :\Ir. Wood's conduct in regard to my Department. I refer to his increasing 
the salary of a junior C1erk, not 'Only with'Out, but against, my rec'Ommendation. At 
)Ir. Waod's request, I caused a detailed statement of the Estimate .of my Department 
for Salaries and Contingencies ta be laid before him; and I placed the Salaries pre- 
cisely as they are stated on the 19th page of my printed Pamphlet, åddressed to Members 
of t'he Legislature. When Mr. Wo'Od came t'O the pr'OPosed Salary of the" Assistant 
Clerk 'Of Correspondence," Mr. Atkinson, (who it appears is an intimate friend of )lr. 
Wood's confidential clerk), )'Ir. 'V'Oo-d said he understood Mr. Atkinson was .. a nice 
young fel'low," and that his Salary 'Ought to ,be increased. I stated that I would readily 
agree t'O his proposed increase of Salary, to )'Ir. Atkinson, pr'Ovided there should be a 
corresponding increase in the Salaries 'Of :\lessieurs Taylor and ,stinson, wh'O had earned, 
and wh'O needed an increase of their Salaries much m'Ore than Mr. Atkinson. I under- 
stood this to be agreed to by Mr. Wo'Od, and acc'Ordingly 
aused another list 'Of Salaries 
to be prepared, including the proposed increase 'Of $100 to each of the Salaries of 
Messieurs Taylor, Stinson and Atkins.'On. But when I afterwards 'learned from a printed 
paper that there was to be n'O increase to the Salaries of either 
lr. Stinson or Mr. 
Tayl'Or, and that )'Ir. Taylor's Salary "as t'O be actually reduced $200 belo,w what 'he had 
received during three years, I went to :\'Ir. Wood and told him it W'Ould be unjust, and 
1 could not consent to increase Mr. Atkinson's Salary alone. Yet, in the face of my 
abjection, 
'Ir. Wood adds $100 to :\lr. Atkinsan's Salary, while against my remonstrance 
he reduces the Salaries 'Of two Senior C1erks and of 'Mr. Hodgins, the Deputy Super- 
intendent. 
1 am persuaded this proceeding 'On the part of Mr. Wo'Od was n'Ot known to the 
Premier, much less to the Governor-in-Council. It is ign'Oring me as the Head of this 
Department, and placing me in a false position in regard to the Officers of the Depart- 
ment under me, and marks out Mr. AtkinSQn as :Vlr. Wood's pr'Otegé in my Depart- 
ment. I submit that under such cir.cu.mstances Mr. Waod's act should be disallowed. 
I 'have also t'O represent that Mr. Wood's canduct in respect to the course of 
lectures 'On School .Law and Regulations in the I\"ormal Sch'Ool is unautharized and as 
'Objectionable as that to which I have just alluded. 
In regard t'O these Lecture., and the appointment for their delivery, I beg to offer 
three remarks. 
rrl.-
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(1) In the Normal 8chools of Europe special instruction is given to Students on 
the Governmental Laws and Regulations under which they are to act as Teachers; and 
in the best Normal Schools in the United States instruction is given in the elements 
of Civil Government, as well as of the State School Laws. 
(2) The present Head Master of the ::'IJormal S'chool, even before his appointment 
as such, addressed, through me, the Council of Public Instruction on the subject; and 
the Council authorized the Course of Lectures and made the appointment for giving it. 
(3) The half-yearly Examination papers on the subject since 1866 will show the 
amount of useful knowled.ge communicated and acquired in regard to the legal duties 
of Teachers and their relation5, and of the School Cor'Porations, etcetera, and their 
powers and duties. And it is worthy of special remark, that before this Course of 
Instruction was given, many of the Teachers trained in the 
ormal School got into 
trouble and difficulty in consequence of their ignorance on these legal School subjects; 
and since such Instruction has been given, I have not known, or learned, of a single 
difficulty or complaint in any School Section in which a Normal School Teacher thus 
taught has been employed. This is not difficult to be 'accounted for, when the Teacher 
is usually the Clerk of the Corporation, to prepare all their Notices, Rate-bills, War- 
rants, etcetera, and, therefore, rEquires to be familiar with the School Law and the 
Regulations on all these matters. 
I have only to add that, after much deHberation, I have felt H due to myself, to the 
Department of more than half my life's labour, and to the Council of Public Instruction, 
to bring these matters under the notice of the Governor-in-Council for such decision and 
instructions as His Excellency may think proper to dire,ct. 


TORO
TO, 27th January, 1869. 


EGERTON RYF:RSO:X. 


I.iETTER FRO.:'!! THE PROVINCIAL TRE.ASURER
TO THE CHIEF SUPEnINTEKDENT 01
 
EDUCATION. 


Doctor Ryerson was not aware of the pas
age of the Resolution of the Public 
Accounts Committee, (
ee page 112), directing that, in future, aU the Accounts 
of the Education Department should hereafter be paid direct by the Provincial 
Treasurer, and not by the Chief Superintendent, as provided by the various School 
Acts, and for the proper payment of which he had given financial Bonc1s to the 
Government. The following letter was received by him from Mr. 
\Y ooel, the Provincial Treasurer:- 
I hav& the 'honour to inform you that, from the 31st December last, payments will 
be made in respect of Education Grants directly to the parties, as near as may be, by 
the Cheque of the Provincial Treasurer. 


NOTE. :Mr. \Yooc1'
 Letter then goes on to enumerate the various Educational 
Grants payable hitherto by Doctor Ryerson, which hI" 
tat.es shRll in future be pay- 
able hy him at the Treasurer's Office. He also d.Irects that an the other p3yments 
of thc'Depo
itory, Library, :Museum. Journal of Education shall be payable by him, 
anel not by the Chief Superintendent. 
His Letter conclueles as follows:- 
In view of the foregoing Regulations you will be good enough tiÛ send to this 
Department the proper papers .for the payment of $1,500 in re Library and Museum, 
$6,0.00 in re Libraries, Maps and Apparatus, $3,000 in re Normal and Model S.chools, and 
$&00, Office Contingencies. I have mentioned the mode in whioh the Journal 01 Education 
and Grammar S('hool Inspection will be paid. 
TOROXTO. 23rd January, 1869. E. B. WOOD. Treasurer. 
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On l"(>l:eipt of this Letter, the Chief 
uperintendent ðecided to appeal to the 
Governor General-in-Council, with a view to ascertain whether or not the direc- 
tions contained in this Letter from Mr. \Yood had the sanction of the Executive 
Govel.nment. He therefore addres8ed the following Letter on the subject to the 
Provincial Secretary:- 


LJ
TTEH TO THE PUO\'INCIAJ
 
ECRETAl{Y BY THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF 
EDL'CATION. 


I have had the honour to receive a Letter from the Honourable E. B. W.ood, 
Treasurer of Ontario, containing sundry directions as to the mode of paying moneys in 
connection with our Public S'chool System. [beg respectfully to submit for the con
 
sideration and direction of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council, the 
fOllC?wing remarks and requests respecting the instructions and proposals of Mr. Wood's 
I.letter. 
Mr. Wood's Letter seems to have been drawn up without any apparent knowledge 
of many provisions of the School Laws, respecting the payments of School Moneys, or 
of the duties and working of ,the different branches of this Department. The Letter 
appears to be intended to give effect to the last paragraph of the last Report of the 
Committee on Public A<:'counts,-a Report which was presented to the House the day 
before prorogation. As the" House was prorogued the following day, and Mr. 
Wood.s Letter is dated the same day, I cannot suppose that the instructions .of his 
Letter, (affe.cting the whole System and w.orking of my Department), were considered 
and ordered by the Govern.or-in-C.ouncil. Mr. Wood d.oes not say in any part of his 
Lptter, that he has been directed by the Governor to give me such directions; and I am 
persuaded that, after the Attorney General had stated t.o the Legislative Assembly that 
the working of the Education Depar:tment would not be interfered with, a.s long as I 
a,ilministered it, a Letter of Instructions virtually repealing several provisi.ons of the 
School Law, and seriously affecting the efficient working .of my Department, could not. 
have received his sanction, much less the direction of the Governor. I am confident 
that His Excellency-in-Council would, at least, have afforded me some .opportunity .of 
c.onsultation, or explanation, before ign.oring my whole mode of administering a De
 
partment which the most thorough investigation by a Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly has shown to have been conducted with rigid economy, perfect faithfulness. 
and great efficiency. 
The Department of Public Instruction is not newly created, (like the other Pubhc 
Departments of Ontario), and organized under recent S'tatutes. It has existed more than 
twenty years, and has been developed and matured und,er' 'statutes, whi.ch hav ø 
been passed from time to time since 1846. To ignore these Statutes and all this pag
 
by a Departmental Letter, and that with.out even a hint, or word of consultation witl:. 
myself, seems to be unprecedented. 
In reference t.o pr.ovisions .of the School Law, the only one which leaves the 
mOd.e or vaying Sch.ool .moneys undefined is that which relates to the payment of moneys 
apportioned by the Chief Superintendent of Education to the Counties, Townships, 
Cities, T.owns, and Incorporated Villages, in supp.ort of Common and Grammar S'chools. 
For two .or three years the m.oneys apportioned by me to Counties, etcetera, for 
Common .scho.ol purposes, were ,paid ,by the Finance Minister on my Certificate of 
A\'PPorti.onment; but. so many misunderstandings and delays ar.ose under that system, 
that the payment of these m.oneys was transferred to me; and I was made for some 
ten years Treasurer of all School m.oneys, and had to give Bonds, with Sureties to the 
Government, which are still lodged with the Finance :vIinister, although, for the last ten 
years, I have had the custody of no School moneys, ,but have received accountable 
Warrants to enable me to pay School m.oneys, as provided by Law. But, with the excep- 
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tion of the moneys above mentioned, the School Law provided for the payment of all 
other ISchool mvneys through the Chief Superintendent. 


NOTE. Doctor Ryerson then goes on further to point out objections to :Mr. 
Wood's directions, which are not necessary to quote here. 


But Mr. Wood proposes that certain moneys should be paid by me, while other 
moneys should be .paid by him. I submit that the System should be uniform,-all the 
moneys paid by the one, or the other. A duplicate System of ,payment and responsibility 
can only result in "frequent misunderstandings and confusion, and afford a convenient 
pretext for making me responsible for every thing that may not be satisfadory to a 
Parliamentary Objector. I do not wish to .be one of such a partnership. 
Having thus remarked upon the principal matters in the Provincial Treasurer's 
Letter of Instructions, I -beg most respectfully to submit to His Excellency-in-Council 
that the prvvisions of t'he School Laws in resped to the Expenditure and payment of 
Schoo'! moneys be executed as heretofore, according to w'hich not a farthing 'Of School 
moneys has ever .been lost, and there is as ample security and provision for the due pay- 
meni of, and accounting for, every sixpence of Schoül moneys as can exist according to 
the cumbrous, and in some respeds, impracticable method proposed ,by Mr. W'Ood. If 
it be deemed expedient to change the mode of administering the Laws respecting School 
moneys, I submit that certain pr'Ovisions of those Laws should be first repealed, or 
amended. But I submit that my Certifica>tes as authority for the .payment of School 
moneys are not as ample security to the public for the due application of School moneys 
as my cheque, and the Vouchers of the parties receiving; since in the latter case if 
any improper, 'Or unauthorized, payment be made, I may be required to refund the 
amount, and the Government has not only my own Bond, but that of two responsible 
Sureties, for eveTY farthing of Scho.ol mDney paid through me. 
I am ready at all times to obey, and do all in my power to give effect to any 
instruc-tions of the Governor-in-CouncH ,communicated to me, through any Department 
of the Government; but I am sure His Excellency could not desire any 'contravention 
of the manifest design and ,provisions of t'he Sch.ool Laws .in connection with my duties; 
and I s:hould feel myself unfaithful to what 1 believe to ,be the economï.cal and best 
interests 'Of the S'chool System, did I not point out what I believe to .be the unauthorized 
and mischiev'Ous character of Mr. \Vood's Letter of instructions. 


TORONTO, 29th January, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


J.JETTER TO THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY BY THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF 

 
EDUCATION. 


I have the honor to reque,st that, for thee reasons set forth in my letter of the 29th 
ultimo, His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council will be pleased to direct the 
issue of an aC<2ountable Warrant in my favour for the sum of $12,000., as prayed in my 
Letter t'O :\<11'. Treasurer Wood of the 2nd and 22nd ultimo. Parties to whom the money 
is payable are ,calling every day for the amount .of their Accounts,-many of them .being 
Mechanics Who .cannot afford to remain out of their money, and who, in their Tenders, 
or Estimates, for work ,based their ca!cu'lations on prompt payment ,by the Department. 
The Provincial Treasurer's Letter ,referred to, not only pr'Oposed changes which 
inv'Olved an immense deal of both trou.ble and delay, and c.onsequently 'Of expense, 
without anyone advantage 'Or security not already possessed, but actually proposed 
those .changes to be retrostpecbve, from the 31st of last Decembp.r,-thus deranging the 
payments and proceedings of the last month. 


TORONTO, 1st February, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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REPLY TO THE FOREGOING LETTER BY THE PROnXCL\.L SECRETARY. 


I have the honour to inform you, by command of His Excellency .the Lieutenant 
Crovernor, in reply to your Letter of the 1st instant, that ,by the provisions of an Order- 
in-Council, no Warrant can be issued unless founded upon a report by the Provincial 
Treasurer, and, therefore, the requirements of the Treas-urer.s LeHer of the 23rd of 
January last must be complied with by your Department in this instance, as in others. 


TOROXTO, 8th February, 1869. 


:\1. C. CA
IERUN, Scc;retary. 


NOTE. On receipt of thÜ; Letter and the following one from the Public \Vorks 
Department, I enclosed them to Doctor Ryerson, then at N ewmarket, holding a 
County School Convention there. As I knew that he was very much occupied 
with the details of these Conventions, I drew up the following :Memorandum to 
aid him in dealing with the directions contained in these Letters allll sent it to 
him in a separa te note: 


PmVATE :ME
IOR.\.NDUM FOR DOCTOR RYERSOX IN REG.\RD TO rrHESE LETTERS. 


In reply to these two Letters it would be well to intimate that the directions of the 
Governor shall be strictly complied with, but that, in your official reply, you cannot 
but remark, in regard to the sudden changes proposed by :\11'. Wo'Ûd: - 
1st. That they are sudden and peremptory in their character, and made without 
cons'Ultation or conference, and in the face of the investigations and report of the 
recent Committee of the House 'Of Assembly. 
2nd. They involve a system of absorption, without providing for a Provincial Board 
of Audit to see that payments are duly made. 
3rd. They are a means of patronage and influence, which can be brought to bear 
by the Minister of the day. 
4th.-They are illegal, in so far as they expressly contravene the provisions of the 
School Law. 
5th. They are partial in their application to the Education Department, and not to 
the two Colleges and the University. 
6th. They have not been concurred in by the Governor-in-Council. The Order-In- 
Council referred to does not allude to the Education Department, .but deals with new 
Departments, which have no Statutes to govern them, or Parliamentary organization. 
A private letter need not go into detail, .but should deal only with the point raised. 
Details and arguments should be reserved for official reply. 


TORONTO, 9t'h February, 1869. 


J. G. H. 


LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE PUBLIC \VORKS D:LrART
n
);jT. 


I am instructed .by -the Commissioner to inform you that no alterations, or repairs, 
are to .be made to the Buildings, or Furniture, under J our charge, except under the 
authority, and by the direction of the Architect and Engineer for the Department of 
Public Works. When any such alterations, or repairs, are d.esired, a Requis-ition must 
be forwarded to this Department, specifying the same, when, if deemed proper, they 
will be undertaken by order of this Department. If any such alterations, or reopairs, 
are made, except in the manner indicated, the charges and expenses thereof will not 
be allowed. 


TORONTO, 8 1 th February, 186
. 


W",I. EDWARDS, Secretary. 
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J?RIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL LETTER FROM THE PnOHKCL\L SECHET.\HY TO TilE 
CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDPCATIOl'ì. 


Your Letters (while holding the County School COlwention-s), of the 30th ultimo 
tlnd 15th instant, reporting the progress you have made with the several County School 
Conventions you have atJtended on the Common and Grammar School BUls, have been 
received, and it is very satis.factory to learn that you have met with general success. 
The labour and fatigue you have undergone must oIl'ave been very trying to you, and 
manifest the possession of energy very remarkable at your time of life. 
Several circumstances have prevented me, until this- moment, from addressing you 
privately on t'he subject of your Offidal Letters of the 27th and 30th January, refle.cting 
upon the Provindal Treasurer, Mr. Wood. The-se Communications have not yet been 
officially brought to the notice of His Excellency the Lieu>te.nant Governor, and it ,\ ill 
be matter of very great regret to me to place them before him. Each 
lember of the 
Government consider's them a 'refiecotion upon the Government as a whole, and upon 
every :\1ember thereof, as all are resppnsi,ble f.or the Offidal Acts of each. If, therefore, 
these Communications are to be oflkially dealt with, the action which the Government 
will .feel bound to take, out of reSI)ect to ,their position, will be exceedingly unpleasant 
and distasteful to each and will be adopted with regret. I can as,sure you that ).11'. 
Wood intends no disrespect to you, or the pDsition you hold, and trust you wi1l with- 
draw these Letters, which you are at liberty to do, if you think fit. If y.ou will allow 
me to do so as a friend, I would adYise yûu to follow this course. 


TOROXTO, 17th February, 1869. 


)1. C. C.....1fLROX, Secretary. 


[XOTF. IW DOCTOR RYI'Rsox. On :\londay the 22nà of February I wrote to :\11'. Cameron 
from Brampton, giving an account of the CoIiventions held the previous week, (as I had 
promised to write him once a week), acknowledging the receipt >of his Letter of the 17th 
instant, an-d stating that I would be in Toronto on Sa'turday the 27th instant, and 
'H1uld then reply tD his Letter. He was not willing to ,yait until Saturday but pressed 
for an immediate reply, as foUows]. 


LJ
T1.EH FH01I THE 'PHOYT
CI \L SF.CHET.\HY TO TIfE CHIEF SCPERlXTEXm-::\ T OF 
EnlTc _-\ TIO
. 


I am to-day favoured with yours of the 22nd instant, and am glad to see you stil! 
meet with success. 
\Vith reference to my private and confidential Xote, no answer is required further 
than to say whether you wish to withdraw the Letters referred to, or to have them 
formally brought to the notice of His Excellency, and your decision in this matter my 
Colleagues and myself desire should be given without delay, and you will please tele- 
graph me from Guelph to-morrow. If explanations were sought, or required, of course, 
the time of reply mentioned in your Note would not be unreasonable. 


TOROXTO, 23rd February, 1869. 


:\1. C. C.HIERON. 


TrLEGRA
f TO THE IToxor-n.\RLE :\1. C. C..nrEHOx. PHonXCIAL RECHET.\UY, 
TOROKTO. 


Received your Note demanding an immediate repl
 by telegraph. Cannot with- 
draw the Letters. I write reasons .by this morning's mail. 


GeELPH, 25th February, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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THE CHIEF SUPEmNTENDENT OF EnC'CATIOK TO THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY. 


(Private) . 
I received your Letter of the 17th instant. at London; but, as my whole time, late 
and early, was occupied in either going from one County to another, or holding each 
day a County School Convention of several hours continuan
e, I have not been able duly 
to consider your Suggestions, much less to reply to them. But, in your note addressed 
to me at this 'Place, and received last night, you demand an immediate reply by tele- 
graph, without explanation. 
I have replied by telegraph that I cannot withdraw the Letters in question. 
I doubt not othe sincerity of what you state and the kindness which has prompted 
your suggestions; but, with my oonviction's iOf what I believe is due both to the public 
and myself, I cannot withdraw the Letters to which you refer. 
I understand you as intimating my dismissal from Office in case I do not withdrav. 
the Letters in question. I have made up my mind for 'Such a result. I have been poor; 
I know from experien
e what poverty is; but it has no terror to me, in comparison with 
a sense of personal dishonour and shame, or of unfaithfulness to great principles of 
constitutional ri.ght and liberty. 
I bow to the de.cisions of the Government and obey its directions, whatever they 
may be. Therefore, on receiving your Official Letter of the 8th instant directing by 
command of His Excellency 
ompliance with the requirements of othe Honourable the 
Provincial Treasurer Wood's Letter of the 23rd ultimo, I wrote immediately to Mr. 
Hodgins to obey it in every 'Particular. 
There is, ho \\ ever, a qu
tion of vital public interest involved in your suggested 
withdra wal of my Letters; and I am not prepared from any personal 'Considerations of 
office, or gain, to sacrifice what I believe to be a right sa
red to every inhabitant of 
Canada,-that right of complaining to tobe Governor-in-Coun.cil of what he believes to be 
a wrong done to him by one :\Iember of the Government. 
In my Let'ters in reference to the proceedings and orders of the Honourable 
Treasurer 'V ood, you say:- 
"Each :\lember of the Government considers them a reflection upon the Govern- 
ment as a whole and upon every ì\Iember thereof, as all are responsi'ble for the official 
acts of each." 
If what is true as to responsibility in respect to united public policy, or of the 
approved acts of each Member of a Government, is true in the sense to which you 
apply it, then the Commissioner of Crown Lands, or any other !\Iemb-er of the Govern- 
ment, may do an act of injustice to any individual, or section of the community, and 
any individual, or party, 
omplaining of it to the Government must be told that his 
communication is "a reflection upon the Government as a whole, and upon eacl1 
Member thereof," and there is no redress, or even consideration of ,the complaint; and, 
if the individual complaining holds an Office under the Government, he hecomes liable 
to instant dismissal. Such a doctrine, it appears to me, establishes, under pretexts of 
Responsible Gov'ernment, an oligarchy of the worst kind, and at variance wUh the rights 
of every >Citizen of Canada. 
I disclaim having reflected upon the Government as a whole, much less u'Pon every 
Member thereof My Letters contain ample evidence to the reverse. Xor ha'S such a 
construction been put upon previous Letters of mine of a similar kind. 
In 1846-7, ,the Honourable the Inspector General of that day communicated to me 
a Departmental decision, which I regarded as unjust to myself, and at variance with 
the intentions and provisions of the Bc'hool Law. I appealed to the Governor General- 
in-Council on the subject; but, so far from .being told that my Letter was "a reflection 
upon the Government as a whole, and upon every Member thereof," my Letter w,as taken 
into consideration, and was referred to the -Attorney General, (Draper), who advised 
the Governor-in-Council that I v. as right, and the decision, and the instruction of the 
Inspector General "as set aside. 
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Two years later, in 1849, under the administration of the late Honourable Robert 
Baldwin, the Honourable Malcolm Cameron, then a Member of the Government, bro.ught 
into Parliament a School Bill, which 'Provided for the' change of our whole Scho.o.l 
System, and which was intended, as the Author said to so.me friends of mine "to slide 
me out of office." I remonstrated to the Government a.gainst the provisions of the 
Bill; and suggested es,sentia'l Amendments to it. My remonstrances were considered; 
and the Author of the Bill professed to adopt my Amendments. The Bill was passed 
through Parliament o.n the last day of the Session, and proved to retain all the clauses 
to which I had objected, and only one, or two, verbal Amendmen'ts which I had suggested. 
The day I saw the Bill after it 'had become a Law, I told the Premier,-Honourable 
Robert Bald win,-that my office was at his disposal, as I would never administer a 
Law which was contrary to the co.nditions on which I had accepted, and held, o.ffice, 
and which I believed was inconsistent with the s'acred rights o.f parties and would be 
injurious to. the Educational interests of the Country. Mr. Baldwin said that, although 
technically responsible for the Bill, in the midst of the confusion caused ,by the burning 
o.f the Parliament Buildings at Montreal, he had not examined its pro.visions, and 
desired me to. state my objections in writing. I did so in an Official Letter, dated the 
14th July, 1849, in which I severely eX'Posed the whole mode of procedure in the intro- 
duction and pa-ssing of the Bill, as well as the objectionable charaoter of many of its 
provisio.ns. But, I was not told by the "Father of Responsible Government" that my 
Letter was "a reflection upon the Government as a whole and upon every Member 
thereof." On the contrary, my representations were ,consideTed as well founded by the 
Government as a whole; and I was even authorized to administer the Department during 
four months, regardless of the provision-s of the objectionable Act, until a new Bill' 
could be prepared and passed into La.w, in accordance with my suggestio.ns,-whic'h new 
Bill became the School Act of 1850,,-the charter of our present Schoo.l .system. 
I think that the Honourable Chief Justice Draper, and the late Honourable Robert 
Baldwin knew what were the true prindples ()f Responsible Government, as well as 
what were the rights of individuals, whether out of office, o.r in office,-even although 
as humble as myself. 
If the statements of my Letters in question are un.founded, or i.f the suggestions 
which I have therein submitted to the Governor-in-Council are unworthy of consideration, 
I am prepared to. give effect to the decision, however I may be individually convinced 
that such decision will be less economical, less efficient, and less convenient to all 
parties concerned than the mode of pro.cedure herertofore pursued in the Educational 
Department. But I am not pre'Pared to withdraw my Letters, which I beHeve are 
founded on fact, and which were written with a view to public economy and the educa- 
tional interests of the Country, whatever may be the consequences as to my official 
position and "means of future .support. I leave the result to the judgment of the Legis- 
lature and of the peov,le of Upper Canada, and commit my all to the gracious Providence 
of Him whom I 'have endeavoured to serve in servlng my native Coun.try from my youth. 


GUHPH, 25th February, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSo.N. 


POSTSCRIPT.-I 'have 'felt that I have had a mission ,in establishing and fitting up the 
practical details of a System of Public Instruction for the people of Upper Canada; but, 
if I am arrested in that work, I s'hall regard it as an indication that I should undertake 
for the next five years the more compreherusive work of commending to the people as free 
a system o.f Civil Government as I have during the last twenty-five year,s devised and 
developed for them a Free System 'o.f Education;-a system of Government, under 
which every head of a Department shall be made as directly and fully responsible to 
the Legislative Assembly as I proposed in my Letter to. you o.f the 30th ultimo, the Head 
of tbe Educational Department s'hould be,-a System which will make the individual 
Head.s of Departments the Servants of the Legislature, rather than its Dictators,-a 
System which will abolish the oligarchy of party tyranny and corruptions, and give the 
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Parliament its true dignity, and to the people their real majesty;-a System, which, in 
its full development, "ill add as much to the value of property and of various industry 
as it will to the freedom and ultimate independence of our Land. I know of wealthy 
men who have urged such considerations the last year, Qr two, and who, I believe, will 
contribute all ne-edful means to lay a broader and stronger foundation for the future 
civilization and independence of this Country. Through the issue which you have 
raised, I look beyond the petty personal questions and interests involved to what relates 
to the institutions and future of the entire Country; and I, therefore, feel quite indiffer- 
ent as to what you and your Colleagues ma.y do in regard to myself. 


E. R. 


PERSO
AL CORRESPO
DE
CE OF J. G. HODGINS \VITH DOCTOR 
RYERSON TO INDUCE HIM TO WITHDRAW HIS OFFICIAL 
LETTERS TO THE GOVERNMENT. 


Having learned from :J1embers of the House of AS::iembly that a combinatiun 
of its .:\1embers supported .:\11'. '\V ood in his movement against Doctor Ryerson, I 
wrote to him constantly on the subject, while he was absent from 'roronto, holding 
the County School Conyentions. I also several times interviewed both the 
Premier, (the Honourfible J. S. :Macdonald), and the Honourable M. C. Cameron, 
Proyincial Secretary, to see if I could not induce them to take a less extreme view 
of the case, but, in that, I was u.nsuccessful, as they felt that they could not depart 
from the position which they had taken in the matter, and that either the Letters 
must be withdrawn, or dismissal would be the consequence of refusal to do so. 
'l'hey were both personally, ery. kindly disposed to Doctor Ryerson, but they keenly 
resented his contrast of their treatment of him and that of the Honourable )11'. 
Draper, and of the Honourable Hobert Baldwin, in similar cases, which he cited, 
when both of these Premiers not only listened patiently to the objecti('lls whicJl he 
urged against his treatment by their Colleague, but by Order-in-Council they set 
aside the act of their Colleague, against which he had protested. 
Doctor Ryerson left Toronto to hold the County School Conventions soon 
after he had written his Letter of remonstrance against the proceedings of :Mr. 
'V ood. 
After holding his first Convention :J1eeting, he wrote to me the following 
Letter :- 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


I am quite well to-day, and, to-night, better than since I left home. . . . The 
Meeting at Brantford approved of County Superintendents, as qua.lified, but wished their 
appointment by County Councils, as did the Convention at Simcoe. 
This afternoon at an intelligent and most excellent Meeting, all the Common School 
Bill, except the latter clause of the 10th Section, was adopted, as also the Grammar 
School Bill. 
I have now got hold of the prevailing tones of thought and objections, and I know 
how to meet the latter, and conciliate and satisfy the fQrmer. 
The Grammar School H1ll is aU but unanimously popular, and all the provision! 
of the Common School Bill after the 10th Section. 
I have received your Letter at this place with Enclosures and the printed Pro- 
gramme and Report of the Educational Committee. 
I have no doubt now of the ne:eessity of my Tour. 


BRA:KTFORD, February 4th, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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J. GEORGE HODGINS TO DOCTOR RYERSON. 


The Globe has another char,acteristic attack on the Depository this morning. I can 
clearly see that they wiII now try and make out a formidable case, and likely, as a con- 
clusion, move that you do not Po.ssess the confidence of the Country, and should be 
relieved of your office, and that those in intimate relations with you also ,be sent 
adrift. 
I learned y
stenlay that 1'he Globe 'sent a Reporter specially to Brantford to report 
your speech. They are apparently anxious now to get your utterances, when away from 
Toronto, so as to use them against you if they can do so in any way. 


TOROXTO, February 5th, 1869. 


J. GEOUGI'; HooGr
s. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


Had an excellent Meetin.g yesterday. The whole Common School Bill was adopted 
without amendment. The Grammar School Bill also, with the omission of Villages. 
I have written to :\iT. Cameron, as you desired, and have requested him to write 
to you, and afford you every facility to make the Returns asked for by the House of 
Assembly as perfect as possilble. 
The Meeting to-day at Barrie was as disagreeable as that at Newmarket yesterday 
was agreeable.... The County Council was in session and had adopted certain Resolu- 
tions against most of the provisions of the Common School Bill. The Ward An presided 
to the end, some of the Councillors remained, and all the other provisions of the Bill 
were approved; two of the Councillors moved and seconded a vote of thanks to me, and 
the ,\\Tarden rEgretted that any had left, as his own mind had been changed in regard 
to several provisions by the eX'Planations which had been given. 


COJ.U:,\(;WOOD, February 9th, 18C9. 


EGlmTON R YEnso
. 


J. GEOTIGE HODGI
S TO DOCTOR RYERS01\. 


I enclose you the only tw.o Lette.rs received ,from the Government dated the 8th of 
February. They are short, sharp, and dedsive. 
After reading the enclosed Letters, please let me know what I had better do. Pro- 
bably you will write y01lrseIf. 


TORONTO. February 9th, 1869. 


J. GEORGE HODG1:'WS. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


Everything has been pasiSed according to my recommendation at 0\\ en Sound, 
Goderlch and Stratford. My triumph over all preconcerted opposition was most complete 
at Owen Sound and Goderich. I scarcely ever witnessed such a scene as at Owen Sound, 
where four Local Superintendents and the Grammar School 
faster had plotted a formal 
defeat of most of the clauses of the Grammar School Bill, and had boasted that I would 
not know the Bill after the Meeting, and who in moving the first amendment made a 
most swee'Ping attack upon mysel,f, on the Committee of the Le.gislative Assembly, and 
on the Council o.f Public Instruction. I replied to them in such a speech, as I have not 
delivered for years. The Meeting laughed and cheered, and when the vote wa.g taken, 
the whole Me,eting went with me, except the five men referred to, and. one witty felIow, 
who had made fun of them before the Meeting be.gan. 
By all means attend to the very letter of the directions from the Provincial Secre- 
tary, and the Board of Works. 


J ONDOX, Fe.bruary 14t.h, Uì69. 


EGERTON RYFRSON. 
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LETTER FRO:\1 J. GEORGE HODGINS TO DOCTOR RYERSON. 


It is a well known fact that. if you were in the Cabinet. no other Cabinet Minister 
would inter.fere with your appointment. The effort clearly now is to. reduce you. (even 
when restored to the fullness of your position under the old regime). to that of a mere 
subordinate,. without responsibility. or free action. ChangEs may be advisable 
from time to time. but to make them in an arbitrary and peremptory way, as in this 
case, is most unjust to those acting under the old system. against which no fault Is 
found, and so the present action is tyrannical in the extreme. I have been impelled to 
write my thoughts fuBy with a view to aid you to look at the whole matter in every 
light. The Globe has to-day a good notice o.f the Hamilton Convention. 


TOlwXTo, February 18th. 1869. 


J. GEOnGE HO[)GINS. 


J. GEOUGl
 HODGI
S TO DO<.''1'OH Rn
HSOX. 


I see two ways to deal with the matter. The first and most natural one would be 
to "fight it out" even against odds, looking th
 consequences steadily in the face. The 
second is one which I have revolved over and over again in my own mind, antl1t appears 
to m": to be the wiser and lllOie effEcLÌve COUlse. It \\ould be to accøpt .frankly Mr. 
Wooù's dÏ'i3.v.o.wal. as expressEd in :\lr. Cameron's Letter. and either withdraw. or 
modify the Letters. provided they will modi.fy the peremptory character of the official 
Letters from both :\oIr. Wood and :\11'. Cameron. This they should do, as they are 
impracticable. as at present worded. and will preforce have to be modified in working. 


Had the proposed changEs been brought about courteously, and not peremptorily, 
there could have been no obje{.tion to them on prinf'iple, provided the School Law were 
modifiEd, and the details adjusted to your satisfaction. It strikes me too. that 
The Globe Depository crusade will be to you higher game. and in it you will have 
a fine field to meEt bhe crusaders, without bei.ng embarrasEed with this personal matter 
with the Government. Besides. the excellencies of our system of management ean be 
,brought out in such a discussion, and the prEsent battle might even then be fought 
under a nobler guise than at prE.sent. Or in reply to :\oIr. Cameron's Letter, Or in 
another reply to :\lr. Wood's. (the first being withdrawn). you could. re-argue the whole 
case, showing its illegality in part (i. e., contrary to the Statutes)-that an appeal is 
lawful and right. and cite our own two precedents. (already given). of Mr. Cayley and 
:\11'. :\lalf'olm Cameron.-you would show the fTudFliEss oJ the present schEme. and cite 
our own former practical experiEncE of it. All this could be done most effectively in 
a style and spirit, to which the most fastidious could not take exception. Besides, if 
you liked, you ('ould show that the new scheme involved a system oJ financial centraliza- 
tion and 'partronage in the hands of the Government. and that payment and audit were 
in the same hands,-that among the other Educational Establishments. deriving their 
Endowment from Public Lands and Revenue, ours alone was singlel1. out, and that, after 
a Parliamentary Committee had expressed its strong commenda
'.;,-!l of our system 
Oof management, and its accuracy of detail. 
It seems to me that, laying personal feeling aside. you could. if so disposed. put 
the matter so strongly that, in case of after pubìication. it would teIi most favourably, 
c.ompared with what it would do now. Of course, you could intimate that the will of 
the EXef'utive is la,w to you, backed up as it is by the command of His Excellency. 
I have been &0 impressed with this matter that I have felt urged thus to write to 
you. so that YOu could think the matter well over be.fore 
'our return home. 


TOROXTO. February 17th, 1869. 


J. GFORGI: HODGlxs. 
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DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


I received yours of the 17th instant at London laÜ night. Any language I can 
employ would feebly express my own convictions of the high and noble feelmgs of your 
heart and head, and I doubt not the perfect sincerity of what you state and profess, 
I believe you incapable of stating, or suggesting, what you do not think to be correct, 
and for the best. 
In my official Letters, to which you refer, I had no intention to reflect upon the 
Government, much less upon each individual Member of it. My appeal was to the 
Govf'rnment against what I believed to be unjust to mysel,f, and unwise, if not illegal, 
on the part of the Honourable Treasurer, E. B. Woüd. But, as my Letters are regarded 
as unjust, in reference to the Government, much more to each and all of its Members; 
and, as they are so regarded, I readily a,ccede to your friendly suggestions and withdraw 
them. 
In the meantime, I beg to say, that the sooner I am now relieved of my present 
Office, 111ß more it wiII accord with my own feelings. Xot a single request. or recom- 
mendation, that I have made in regard to the Education Department since the inaugura- 
tion of the Ontario Government has been acceded to, except the appointment of a 
Parliam('ntary Committee to consider my suggestions on S.chool matters, and to inquire 
into the state and working of that Department. 
In regard to the question of Salaries to certain officers, I was the first to inform 
Mr. Wood how I had paid them, and to propose paying them in onë sum. That was 
in January, 1868; but he appeared, or affected in the House, to know nothing about 
it. I understood from the Premier that the Salaries would .be fixed according to my 
Letter to him, whkh he read to the House, yet nothing of the kind was done. I after- 
ward stated in an Official Letter that I would continue to make the payments until 
a new Order-in-Council should be issued and urged the Premier from time to time to have 
the question settled ,by Order-in-Council. I was 81t length told by the Premier that the 
matter of Mr. Hodgins' Salary would be satisfactorily arranged; yet Mr. Wood sought. in 
the House, to throw the whole responsibility of such payments upon me, by saying that 
my proceeding was not satisfactory to him. The hope inspired in my mind by the Pre- 
mier as to any salary .being satisfactorily arranged was extinguished by Mr. Wood's dec- 
larations and recommendations to the House. And notwithstanding the Premier's declara- 
tion to the House that no change should be made in the Department, while I continued 
in charge of it, I found in less than a week after the close of the S'ession that every- 
thing was to be changed, and the c'hange was even to be made retrospective. 
You say that this policy is 1'he act of each one and all the 
'lembers of the Govern- 
ment as they have so avowed it; but the only inference I can draw from it is, that what- 
eV'er friendly feelings may be entertained towards me personally, I do not, in my official 
relations, enjoy the ('onfidence of the Government. 
I am prepared for the results; I have been poor; and poverty has no terrors for me; 
and I would rather be poor, with the consciousness of self-respect. and of havin.g been 
a faithful friend and an honest public servant, than of enjoying the advantages of 
position and emolument, with a sense of distrust and hostility on the vart of the Gov- 
ernment. 
For the time being I will do what I can to secure the co-operation of the Country 
to render the School Laws as perfect as possible, and to make the Programmes of School 
Instruction such as the progress and interests of the Country demand, and to see that 
all branches of the Departm.ent are as efficient as ever; but the pleasure and buoyant 
hopes of ,former days in my work are past; and I have now little expe.ctation,-as ] 
bad fondly anticipated,-of being ruble in a more retired, but not less cordial relation, 
to fill up the'details and supply deficiencies in the work which has so long occupied my 
best days, and all my poor abilities. 


ST. TITo
L\
. February 19th. 186!). 


F.C.F.HTO"í R YF.RSO s. 
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LETTER FROM DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


I do not know which of my Letters related to Mr. Wood's personal conduct towards 
myself, and which related to his directions as to the Department. I will retain the 
right of making BUch remonstrance and appeal, and such suggestions on the ground. 
you state, as well as on other grounds. I propose to set down what occurs to me, and 
come home and we will revie.w and consult together on the whole affair. . . . 
The Meetings yesterday and the day before adopted all my recommendation, not- 
withSitanding Sill attempted Globe opposition. I had both Meetings altogether with me. 
GUELPH, February 24th, 1869. EGERTON RYERSO:K. 


TELEGRAMS TO THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON, WHITBY. 


I have seen J. Sandfield Macdonald and M. C. Cameron. After conversation I see 
no option ,but to withdraw your Letters to the Government. Would earnestly urge it. 
TORONTO, March 1st, 1869. J. GEORGE HODGINS. 
(Sent a second Telegram this day). 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


1 received your first Telegram in the middle of the Meeting, your seoond afterwards. 
I stand upon the ground I have taken and a.bide by what I have done in the strength 
and by the grace of God. 


WHITBY, March 1st, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO DOCTOR RYERSON. 


I have had quite a day of it in seeing Cameron and Sandfield Macdonald. I have 
gone over the whole matter with both, and telegraphed you the result, I hope you will 
not fail to reply in the way I have suggested, for I see no other way out of the 
difficulty. 
I went down this morning about nine to Mr. Cameron's house and saw him. I 
detailed all I had done, and the object of it, and how it effectually met the case, and I 
then suggested that, as the matter was thus satisfactorily settled, that if the Letters 
were modified, in accordance with what we had agreed upon, I would not hesitate to 
withdraw your Letters. I discussed the whole matter pro and oon with him for some 
time, and he entered into it in a good spirit. He said, however, that Mr. Wood's 
Letter was simply a Departmental one,-that there was nothing objedion3.ible in it, 
and that, therefore, he could not see ho.w it could be withdrawn. 
He was friendly, and spoke of you in the highest terms. I did all I could with him. 
He asked me if I knew Sand field. I said, slightly. After I came to the Office, and 
thought the matter over, it occurred to me that it would be well to see Sandf1eld hIm- 
self, so down I went, and had quite a talk with him. 
He was really friendly, and went into the matter pro and con with great freedom. 
He spoke of you very kindly and well, and even urged the point on both sIdes. He 
showed me that there was, ho.wever, no way to get out of it, but simply to withdraw 
the Letters; by doing so, the whole matter would be dro'Pped, and there would be an end 
to it. With Cameron he could not see how they could withdraw an unobjectionable 
Department Letter, and intimated that, even if ever so well disposed, they could not 
compel, or induce, Mr. Wood to do it. He als,o said that your persisting in what was 
not wise, nor expedient in itself, you gave them immensely the advantage, and Messieurs 
Blake and Brown a great handle against you. It was one of those official Depart- 
mental questions that those opposing them placed themselves in a false positIon. 
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He .further said that had you done, as he supposed you would have done, (enclosed 
the Letters to him), he could have read them over, and told you exactly how they would 
be received; but you preferred to send them to the Secretary, .and thus place them on 
file at once, s.o that they ,became public property. He reiterated his strong personal 
regard for you, and said that he still maintained all that was said in the Official Letter, 
declining your Resignation, and that he had dictated, or suggested, the private Notes 
to you before taking any step.s. He s'aid he also went over the papers which had 
reported Mr. Wood's speech in the House, and could not find anything so strong as 
you attributed to him, and that Mr. Wood disclaimed any unkind feeling, etcetern. 
In fact, I can scarcely recaU all that passed between us, but I was impressed with two 
things,-First, 'his kindness of feeling toward yourself, and second, the disadvantage 
we are placed In, under all the circumstances, in pressimg the thing any further. I, 
tÞerefore, feel no hesitation in urging you, under the circumstanc-es, to withdraw the 
Letters and let the thing drop. When I see you, I can tell you other matters about 
which we conversed; but I saw the hopelessness and inexpediency of taking ground 
against Sandfield, without gaining any particular objoect, as things stand now. 
He says, he feels you took them very short. After having so kind and complimen- 
tary a letter written to you, about your resignation, you turned around and gave them 
a stab, and lectured him in such a way, over Wood's shoulders, that they cannot deal 
with it except in one way. 
I think the great mistake was, (as he said), in not sending the Letters to Sandfield 
hims'elf first, and going over the matter with him. What you 'then objected to might 
have beem set right, as he felt disposed to do so, when he talked to you about it, but 
as the case is now, -he has to do with the simple question whether he will sustain you, 
or his Colleagues. 
My own convictions are, that you would do wisely to let this matter pass over, and 
an opportunity may .arise hereafter to state your views most eff,ectively, and with less 
offence. 
I hope you will telegraph without delay, as the matter will be finally disposed of 
to-morrow forenoon. I hope and trust you will be guided aright, and, in this way, 
act upon my suggestions. It is, I am convinced, for the best. 


TORONTO, March 1st, 1869. 


J. GEORGE RODen,s. 


TEI_EGRAM FRO)! DOCTOR RYEHSOX TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


Will not depart from what I have stated. My trust is in God. 


WHITBY, March 2nd, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


rrELEGRAM FR01\I .T. GEORGE HODGINS TO DOCTOR RYERSO
. 


Received your letter and Whitby Telegram. I have written you at POI t Hope. 
Read my Letter and then most carefully weigh my reasons. Reply \\ ithout fail, as 
Executive CQuncil meets to-day. 


TORONTO, March 2nd, 1869. 


J. GEORGE HOJ>GTxs. 


TEUWRAM FROM DOCTOR RYERSOX '1'0 J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


Just received your Letter, have telegra'phed Slandfield to withdraw my Letter3 
[in re.gard to Mr. E. B. Wood] until my return to Toronto, when I will discuss the whole 
matter with him. 


PORT Hop..
, 2nd March, 1869. 


EGERTON RVERSOX. 
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'nE PUOVI
CL\L ;::'1
CnET.:\.nY TO J. GEUHGE HODGINS. 


Herewith I beg to hand you Doctor Ryerson's Letter of the 1st February, 1869. 
The others [in regard to :vIr. E. B. "Vood] I handed to the Attorney General to-day, on 
the authority of -DodoI' Ryer.ston's Telegram. Of course, on application to him, they 
will be given to you. 


TOROXTO, :\Iarch 2nd, 1869. 


:\1. C. CA:\IFUO
. 


J. GEORGE HODGIXS TO DOCTOH Hn
HSO:K. 


The anxiety I have undeTgone for the last few days has been very great. After 
talking with Sandfield :\I,acdonald I :saw it would not be worth while entering into a long 
and bitter conflict of doubtful issue. Fighting outside of the Department would be a 
new phase in the contest, which I could not bear to contemplate. Besides, the future 
of our Department, and work, with you separated from it during your lifetime, woulù 
be most disastrous to it, I think. I have little heart in the work noV\, even with you 
in it, but it would be quite gone if you were separated ,from us. 
I feel convinced that the affair has been overruled for gooù, and I have no doubt 
you can, by talking with Sandfield, come to a good understanding for the ,future. 
From the enclosed you wiII see that :\lr. Wood, (although he approves of the arrange- 
ment made), declines to sign it. His approval too is contained in a separate note. 
Fortunately I had enclosed him a copy of the arrangement agreed to yesterday, in an 
Official Letter, which cannot now be i.g1llored. 
Your Telegram from Port Hope was a great relief. 1" sent down to :\11'. Cameron 
to get your Letters, but the Attorney General had. just got them from Mr. Cameron. 


TOl!o
 1'0. :\Iarch 3rd, 1869. 


J. GEORGE HOn(;I
S. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO DocTon RYEHSOK. 


:\11'. Hunter, the Printer, was here to-day to say that there was some hitch about 
printing the Returns, so I went down to see Sandfield about it. He was friendly and 
seemed to be quite relieved by your telegram. I told .him a few things which seemed to 
be news to him. I told him that the Retufn to the Legislature should, iu 
justice to us, be printed in full. This he thought but reasonable. All V\ as taken in goocl 
'Part, and so I left him. 


TOROXTO, :\Iarch 4th, 1869. 


J. GEORGE HODGIl'\S. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEOHGE HODGlNS. 


I have received all your Letters, with Enclosures. I think you have acted a friendly, 
nay, a judicious and able part in the matters to which you have referred. 
I think, as the matter now stands, we are in an advantageous p.osition. The feelings 
expressed on the part of both :\lessieurs Cameron and Sandfield :\Iacdonald, as detailed 
in your Letter, especially on the par.t of Sandfield,-render it not only practicable but 
even a duty for me to withdraw my Letters, until I could return to Toronto and discuss 
the whole matter with him. 
This is a very different thing from the abs.olute and peremptory withdrawing of 
them, as demanded by :\11'. Camer.on. It leaves me free to act according to circumstances, 
-relieves the Government from embarras.sment,-prevents poOssibly disastrous conse- 
quences to the Education Døpartment and S'chool :System, and ,opens the way to bring 
about a better state of things. I have many plain and important things to say to the 
Attorney General, when I see 'him. I I1ke very much his apparent to
e of feeling, as 
stated in your Letter. I do not think it is expedient, or "ise, to ask them to do more 
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than they have done, in regard to Mr. Wood's Departmental arrangements. I am glad 
you have given .the Attorney General the information, which you have, in regard to the 
Returns. 
The Meetings have been largely attended and most satisfactory, except at Whitby 
and Peterborough. But, with these exceptions, all has gone as I desired. The Meeting 
at Cob.ourg was large, intelligent and harmonious, the discussions were, upon the whole, 
the most candid, intellectual, and enlightened of those .of any Meeting I have attended. 
Both Bills, as proposed, were adopted without any amendment. . 


BELI.E\ ILLE, :\'larch 5th, 1869. 


EGERT.oN RYEns.o
. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J . GEORGE HODGINS. 


At the Conventï.on at Pkton there was very lar,ge meeting and the discussion was 
good. 
Ir. Greely supported all the clauses .of the CommO'll School Bill, until we came 
to the 10th and 11th, both of which he opposed in a very courteous style and spirit, and 
carried the :\'I:eeting with him. The other clauses were all approved. 
The C.onvention at 
apanee was large, but the discussion was vi.o1ent. The Town- 
ship Superintendents had held Meetings against the Bill and discussed it with their 
supp.orters. They fought for the .office of TownsÏ1fp Superintendents, as for life. The 
maj.ority of hands weTe clearly in .favour of Oounty ,Superintendents, but the Chairman 
decided that he thought the majority rather in favour of Township Superintendents; 
but the Meeting adopted all the other clauses of the Bill to the 10th, which was voted 
against, and I think the 18th. 
The Meeting at Kings.ton to-day was large from the Country. A local Superinten- 
dent (Mr. Chambers), seconded by another To'wnshi'P Superintendent, fought for the 
.office of Township Superintendent, 'but the maj.ority of the Meeting was against them, 
and voted for the Common S.chOOI Bill throughout. It was a beneficial victory. 


KINGSTON, :\1arch 9th, 1869. 


EGERTON RYEnSON. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO DOCTOR RYERSON. 


I feel m.ore and more the neces.sity for you t.o write an Official Letter, after you 
have had a good talk with Sandfield, asking to have your Departmental relations clearly 
defined. They have been all changed without consultation, or friendly arrangement, 
and even in a h.ostile spirit. Since Con
ederation, Sandfield himself is, I think, really 
friendly, and will meet you in the right spirit, so that I trust it will all yet be what 
we desire. Every day I feel so relieved that the matter has blown over. Still It Is 
known outside that there has been some kind of a breeze, so that a Letter on the subject 
at a proper time, and without feeling, wlll be necessary to meet the expectations of the 
public in regard to some or correspondence" which it Is known to have passed on the 
8ubject. . 
Things g.o on smoothly in the Office, and I keep everything moving with its accus- 
tomed regularity. 


TORONTO, March 11th, 1869. 


J. GEoRGE HODGINS. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


The Conventiún here, at Brockville, was a very good one, but there was a majority 
against the 10th, 11th, 18th and 26th Clauses of the Common Scho.ol Bill. The Grammar 
School Bill Is very much approved. 
The first nine clauses of the C.ommon ,sc,hool Bill were adopted with very little 
opposition. The Editor of the BrockvilZe Recorder was the Secretary of the Meeting, 
and was with me throughout. . . . You will see by the Returns that they pay their 
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Teachers little more than half of what is paid to Teachers ,by the people west of Toronto, 
-they do not seem to be less intelligent people, but they are narrow and contracted in 
their views on all public matters. One may as well reason against a stone wall as to 
reason against their pockets, or persuade them that they ought to give a cent more to 
their Teachers than they have been accustomed to give. 
BROCKVILLE, March 13th. 1869. EGERTON RYERSON. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO DOCTOR RYERSO.K. 


I shall be rejoiced to have you home again, for I am 80 often perplexed about the 
Wood episode, and other things. On Saturday he wrote to us three Letters, .all of them 
in an unpleasant strain. He has the power. and he is determined to make us feel it. 


TORONTO, March 15th, 1869. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


DOCTOR RYERSON TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


1 think there is a good deal of force in Mr. James Campbell's Text Book Letter, 
and I endorse it almost entirely, but I am afraid we will find great difficulty ir. attempt 4 
ing to deal with Authorship and Editorship. 
I know that this is a favourite idea with Doctor McCaul, and I doubt not he antici- 
pates a large interest in it in the future. However, I am disposed to go in that direction 
as far as I can. 
I see already the object of Wood's Letters about the Accounts, and I think your 
answers are most conclusive and irresistible. . . . 
The School Meeting here,-at CornwaIl.-to-day adopted all the clauses of both Bills. 
CORNWALL, March 16th, 1869. EGERTON RYERSON. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS TO DOCTOU RYERSON. 


I have to-day rented my House, with the view to moving into a less -expensive one, 
for the loss to me of $5.00 a year Salary. as the result of Mr. Blake's action in the Legis- 
lature, is too serious a matter to face the future with, on the same .scale as before, but 
dire U necessity knows no law." 
I sent you The Globe of yesterday, with a characteristic attack on you, in regard 
to the admission of Girls into the Grammar Schools. Your Memorandum in regard to 
the Conventions was also inserted. 
TORONTO, April 2nd, 1869. J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


rrHE \VHIT\YORrrH ENGI
ISH SCHOLARSHIPS IN 
IECHAXICAL 
SCIENCE OPEN TO CANADIAN COMPETITION. 


The Colonial Secretary has written to Lord :Monck, the Governor-General, 
to say that the vVhitworth Scholarships in :Mechanicål Science are now open to the 
Competition of Canadians. The Despatch to the Governor-General is as follows:- 
At the request of the Privy Council Committee on Education, I have the honour to 
inform you of the endowment by Mr. Whitworth of certain Scholarships for Mechanical 
Science. As will be seen from Mr. Whitworth's Memor3lndum, he proposes that II Thirty 
Scholarships of 
100 each should be open to all of Her Majesty's .subjects, whether of 
the United Kingdom, India, or the Colonies, who do not exceed the age of twenty-six 
years, and to be held either for two, or three, years, as experience may prove to be 
desirable. 
LoNDON, 30th May, 1868. BUCKINGHAM AND CHANDOB. 
IV.-10 
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MEMORANDUM ON THE ENGLISH SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MECHANICAL SCIENCE. 


I. Having offered to the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education to .. found 
thirty Scholarships of .the annual value of One hundred pounds each, to be applied for 
the further instruction of young men, natives of the United Kingdom [resident in any 
part 'of the Empire], selected by open competition for their intelligf'nce and proficiency 
in the theory and practice of Mechanics and its cognate Sciences, with a view to the 
promotion of Engineering and Mechanical Industry in this Country," I propose that the 
following should be the general arrangements in the first instance, which may be 
modified after the first competition has taken place in May, 1869. 
II. That the thirty Scholarships of noo each should be open to all of Her l\Iajesty's 
S'ubjects, whether of the United Kingdom, India, or the ColoniEs, who do not exceed the 
age of twenty--six years, and be held either for two or three years, as experience may 
prove to be desirable; that ten Scholarships should be competed for and awarded in 
May, 1869, at the Annual Examinations in ,Science, provided that a sufficient number of 
Candidates prove themselves to be competent; that the SUf'cessful Candidates should 
be required to spend the period of holding the Scholars-hips in the further satisfactory 
prosecution of the studies and practice of Mechanical Engineering, and pursue theil' 
studies according to the spirit of the Endowment, making periodical Reports of them; 
that the Student should state wheré he proposes to pursue his studiES, the Lord President 
of the Council deciding if the proposal can be allowed, also if the Student's progress 
be satisfactory, and the manner in which it shall ,be tested from year to year. In 
deciding, if the plan of study proposed by the Student be satisfactory, as much latitude 
as possi.ble may be allowed. If the Student wishes to complete his .general education, 
Instead of continuing his special scientific study, he may ,be permitted to do so. He 
may go to the Universities, or Colleges, affording Scientific, or Technical, instruction, 
or he may travel abroad. The succes,sful Artisa'n should be encouraged to sotudy TheOTY, 
and the successful Competitor in Theory aided in getting admission to Machine Shops 
and other practical establishments. All further details would be hereafter prepared and 
Issued by the Science and Art Department. 
III. The Candidates must be of sound bodily constitution. 


IV. The first competition should be in the following theoretical subjects: 
1. Mathematics (Elementary and higher). 
2. Mathematics (Theoretical and applied). 
3. Practical Plane and Descriptive Geometry, and Mechanical and Freehand Draw- 
Ing. 
And in the following 
1. Smith's-work. 
2. Turning. 


handicrafts: 
3. Filing and Fitting. 
4. Pattern Making and Moulding. 


V. No Candidate should obtain a Scholarship who hM not shown a satisfactory 
knowledge of all the following theoretical subjects: 
1. Elementary Mathematics. 2. Elementary Mec.hanics. 
3. Practical Plane and Descriptive Geometry and Freeha.nd Drawing, with the power 
to use one or more of the following classes of tools: (a) The Axe. (b) The Saw and 
Plane. (c) The Hammer and Chisel. (d) The File. (e) The Forge. 
I propose that the maximum number of marks obtainable in the theoretical sub- 
jects and those obtaillable ,by the most skilled 'Workman should be .about equal. 


VI. My object in devising the foregoing scheme has been, while requiring a prac- 
tical acquaintance with a few simple Tools as a sine qua non, to render the competition 
accessible on fairly equal terms to the Student who combines some pr.aotice with hIs 
theory, and to the Artisan who combines some theoretical knowledge with perfection and 
workmanship. 
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VII. As the Scholarships Scheme can only come into full operation by degrees. í 
propose from the Fund ultimately available for the scheme at once to create sixty 
Exhibitions. or Premiums, of the value of 1:25 each. tenable until April, 1869. and to 
place them at the absolute disposal of the governing Bodies of the following Educati.ona l 
Institutions and Towns. in order that they may award them to youths under twenty-two 
years .of age, who may thus be aided t.o qualify themselves, and to compete for the 
Scholarships of !:lOO in May, 1869. 


N oTE.-:Jlr. 'rhih\ orth thus professes to deyote a portion of his Scholarship 
Scheme to certain Towns and Educational Institution::; in England. 


IX. I w.ould point out that the Exhibitions to Artisans may perhaps be increased 
to 1:50 for the year. by connecti'ng them with the Science and Art Department, under 
the Minute of the 21st December, 1867. 


MAXCHESTER, 4th May, 1868. 


JOSEPH WHITWORTH. 


HEPLY TO IXQlTIHIE:--: OF THE I:OY
\L C())IHI

[O
 OX TIlE 
SCHOOLS OF IREL_\
D rx REOATID TO THE rpPEH 
CAXADA SCHOOL 
YSTEJr, 18G8. 


LETTETI FIW\I TIm .SECRET_\RY OF 8T\.TE TO THE PuonXCUL SEcm.:r.\RY. TOROX'!'O. 


I have the honour. by command of His Excellency the Governor-General, to inform 
you that His Excellency has just received from the ,Secretary of State for the ColoniE''3 
copies of two Letters from the Secretaries of the Royal Commission of Enquiry into the 
state of Primary Education tn Ireland. applying for c.opies of the Regulations under 
which a.ssistance is afforded to Schools f.or Primary Education in the North American 
and Australian Colonies. and also of the Regulation under which Sch.ools for Agricultural 
Education are conducted with the assistance of the Colonial Government, together with 
copies of the latest Reports on their recent progress and present condition. 
I now enclose copies of the two Letters above referred t.o, and am directed to request 
that you will be good enough to move HiS! Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of thE' 
Province .of Ontario to cause to be c.ommunicated to me copies of the Regulations and 
Reports referred to. so far as they apply to the Pr.ovince of Ontario. including the heads 
specified in the enclosure of the Letters from the Secretaries to the R.oyal Irish Com- 
mission. dated 13th :\Iarch. 1868. in order that the same may be transmitted to the 
Colonial Secretary in compliance with his request. 


OTTAWA, 1st :\Iay, 1868. 


HECTOR L. LA
r.Enx. Fjpcretary of State. 


LETTER FRO)I THE SECTIET_\TIY OF THE ROY,\L CO}'DnSSIOX TO Tn E COI,O,"l \ J. 
SECRET .tRY. 


We have been directed by the R.oyal Commissioners of Enquiry into the state of 
Primary Education in Ireland to forward to your Grace the enclosed Extract from their 
nroceedings, and to request that your Grace will be pleased to give the .necessary 
instruction to procure the information therein referred to, and to have it tran.smitted 
to us, for the information of the Commissioners. 


DUBUN, March 13th, 1868. 


GEORGE A. C. :\1: A Y. 
D. B. DUNNE, 
Joint Secretaries. 
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ENCL08URE.-That applicati<)ll be made to' obtain, for the use O'f this CO'mmission, 
oopies 'Of the Official RegulatiO'ns, under which assistance is affO'rded by the IState, or 
by Munidpal, O'r CO'mmunal, AuthO'rities to' .schools for Primary Education, under the 
cO'ntrO'l, O'r management, of ReligiO'us AuthO'rities, Orders, O'r CongregatiO'ns, Male ar 
Female, af the several ReligiO'us DenO'minatiO'ns in Canada and the other NO'rth American 
CalO'nies and in Austr-alia. Such RegulatiO'ns to' refer to', and include especially, the 
fOllawing heads:- 
1. Financial aid in Salaries of Masters, Mistresses, or Assistants; supply of SchO'ol 
requisites, Grants far Building, O'r Repair of SchoO'I HO'uses. 
2. AppO'intments, Dismissals af Masters Bind Mistresses O'r Assistants. Qualifioo.tian. 
required from Masters, :Mistresses, OT Assistants. 
3. PO'wer of InspectiO'n; appointment and remO'val O'f Inspectors; qualificatiO'ns or 
InspectO'rs. 
4. Training af Masters and Mistresses Bind Assistants, CO'nstitution and GO'vernment 
af Narmal ,SchO'O'ls fO'r Primary EducatiO'n. 
5. The latest RepO'rts O'fficially published O'f the Statistics af Primary Education, aa 
to' Numbers, ClassificatiO'n and Expenditure. 


NOTE.-This Letter having been sent to the Chief Superintendent of Educa- 
tion by Mr. T. C. Patteson, Assistant Provincial Secretary, I replied'to it, i.n the 
absenl'e of the Chief Superintendent, as follows:- 


REPLY TO THE FOREGOING LETTER TO TIlE SECRETARY OF THE PROVINCE. 


I have the hanO'ur to' acknO'wledge the receipt of yO'ur Letter O'f the 4th instant, 
enclO'sing that of the Secretary O'f State, and to' state in reply to the inquiries cO'ntained 
in the Letter. 
The infO'rmation desired by the RO'yal CO'mmissiO'ners in Ireland is apparentlY 
llmited:- 
1. TO' SChO'O'ls "under the control or management O'f ReligiO'us AuthO'rities, Orders, 
or CO'ngregatiO'ns, Male Dr Female, O'f the several ReligiO'us DenominatiO'ns," and, 
2. TO' the O'rdinary Schools O'f the Province. 
3. TO' " SChDO'ls fO'r Agricultural Educatian." 
Respecting the latter class O'f SchO'O'ls, I have to' report that nO' such SchO'als [as yet. 
althO'ugh prO'jected] exist in cannectiO'n with this Department, nO'r have any been estab- 
lished under the Public ISchDO'I System O'f this PrO'vince. 
With regard to' SchO'ols under the management O'f ReligiO'us AuthDrities for Primary 
EducatiO'n, aided by the State, or by Municipal O'r CO'mmunal AuthO'rities, the Law af 
this PrO'vince provides fO'r twO' classes O'f such SchaO'ls,:-(1) The RO'man CathO'lic Sep- 
arate SChO'Dls, and (2) the PrO'testant Separate Schools. The GeJleral CO'mmO'n School 
System O'f the CO'untry being nO'n-denO'minatiO'nal, prO'visiO'n is made, under special 
circumstances, fO'r the establishment Df Separate CO'mmon SchO'ols fDr RO'man Catholics, 
where desired by that pO'rtiO'n O'f the community; and the Law and RegulatiO'ns respect- 
ing these SChO'O'ls are cO'ntained in a Sch'ÛO'I Law Manual herewith transmitted. The 
number .of Pupils at the Roman CathO'lic S'eparate Schools in 1867 was 18,924, the number 
of the SchO'O'ls being 164. The tO'tal number O'f RO'man Catholics in the PrO'vince at 
the Census of 1861 was 258,141; and it may be assumed that abO'ut 58,000 of these were 
of SchO'O'I age (frO'm 5 to' 16), and the populatiO'n, since the Census was taken, has largely 
Increased. The majority. therefore, O'f the Roman CathO'lic children at present attend 
the CO'mmO'n, O'r non-deIlJOminatiO'nal, ,schoO'ls. 
The Separate Schools fO'r Protestants are anly 5, O'r 6, in number J.n the whale 
Province; and the Law authO'rizing them may be fO'und in the SchoO'I Manual. 
A perusal O'f the Manual, and O'f the accompanying Annual RepO'rts, will give the 
CO'mmission fuB answers O'n the several pO'ints O'f inquiry. The general f.eatures of the 
CommO'n School System, O'n which informati.on is sO'ught, are as f.ollows:- 
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1. Financial aid for Common School Masters' Salariæ is granted by the Legislature, 
on condition of at least an equal amount being raised by rate for the same purpose by 
the local :Municipality. School Apparatus is supplied, together with Prizes and Library 
Books from the Central Depot, or Depository, under the management of the Department, 
and one hundred per cent. from a special fund is allowed on local remittances, which is 
equivalent to supplying them at half price. Application for them is made by the local 
School Authorities, according to the forms of application sent herewith. (See also 
page 147 of the School Manual.) There are no Grants made by the Government for the 
Building, or repairs, of School Houses, or by the Legislature; the whole of such expenses 
are borne by the local School Authorities. 

. All appointments of :\Iasters and :\IistressEs are made by the lncal School Trustees 
of each School; ,but the Teachers must be certiflcated from the central Normal School, 
or by the Examiners appointed for each County. (See pages 92-95 of Manual.) 
3. Inspectors, or Local Superintendents, are appointed by the County Municipal 
Councils. The present Law does not specifically provide for their qualifications, but an 
amendment in this respect is in contemplation. Their powers are specified in thp. 
Manual. The Chief Superintendent can appoint a special Inspector on any emergency. 
4. A Normal School is established in Toronto, under the control of the Chief Super- 
fntendent and the Council of Public Instruction, the terms of admission to which will 
be found in the Manual. 
5. The Official Regulations providing facilities for affording Religious Instruction 
in the Gr3Jmmar and Comlllion Schools of this Province have given general satisfaction; 
they will be found in the :\Ia'llual. 
G. Reports for the years 1865 and 1866-the last published-together with a copy 
of our Grammar and Common School Law and Regulations, are also sent herewith. 


TORONTO, May 6th, 1868. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS, Devutv Superintendent. 


The following information bearing upon the subject of the inquiry is appended:-- 


PARLIAl\IE
TARY EXPENDITURE IN QUEBEC AND ONTARIO FOR EDUCATION. 


Common and Separate Schools .............................. 
Normal Schools ............................................. 
Schools in New Townships ................................. 
Grammar .schools ...................................,....... 
COlleges and Universities .................................... 
Medical Schoüls ............................................ 
Agricultural Normal School Education ...................... 
Agricultural Schools ........................................ 
Common School Inspectors .................................. 
Grammar School Inspectors ................................. 
Superannuated Teachers _................................... 
Journal of Education, (in English) ......................... 
Journal of Education, (in French) ........................... 
Books for Prizes in Public Schools .......................... 
Library Books, l\Iaps, Apparatus, and Prize Books, for Public 
gchools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Departmental Library ....................................... 
Departmental Library Museum .............................. 


Province 
of Quebec 
$174,000 
62,590 
4,000 


68,000. 
1,500 
12,000t 
2,400 
29,7001]' 
2,600 
1,800 
1,800 
3,000 


1,200 


Province 
of Ontario. 
$170,00\.1 
17,000 
2,000 
55,000 
31,000t 
2,250 


2,000 
4,200 
1,800 


32,000 
2,800 


· Including- expenditure to the minor colleges equivalent in many cases to the Grammar 
Schools of Onta1'io. 
t Not Including the expenditure of the Senate of the University of Toronto of the 
University Endowment. 
t The grant to Agricultural Societies, in the Province of Quebec, is $80,058; in Ontario. 
$64,450. 
tI In Ontario this charge is borne by the various County Councils. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN ONTARIO AND QUEBEC, 1867, 1868. 


Wesleyan Methodists .............................. 
Church of England ................................ 
Canada (Free) Presbyterian ........................ 
Episcopal Methodist ............................... 
Regular Baptists ................................... 
New Oonnexion Methodist ......................... 
Primitive Methodist ................................ 
Bible Christian .................................... 
Pre.sbyterian (Church of Scotland) ................. 
Fr.ee Presbyterian ................................. 
Congregational ................. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lutheran .......................................... 
Union Schools (estimated) ........................ 


Schools. 
810 
43U 
325 
250 
200 
143 
122 
101 
98 
117 
72 
41 
500. 


Teachers. 
7,336 
3,650. 
2,600. 
2,0.79 
1,500 
990. 
1,043 
836 
981 
960 
550 
221 
4,000 


Scholars. 
51,221 
32,500 
24,830 
11,390 
10,o.UO 
6,806 
7,009 
5,032 
8,398 
6,510 
4,2UD 
2,056 
25,UUO 


DEFERRED SCHOOL LEGISLArrIOX OF 1869. 


During the Second Session of the Legislature of Ontario, which 'was hpld 
during the Months of November. 1868-.1 anuary. lR6
), the Chief Superintenrlpnt 
of Erlucation submitted two Drafts of School BiIIs to the Government,-one relnt- 
ing to the Grammar, and the other to the Common, Schools, which the Honourable 
M. C. Cameron, Provincial Secretary. laid bf>fore the House of .\ssem bly. Aftpr 
their firEt reading they were both referred to a Select Committee of the How;;r, 
wherC' they were fully discussed by the ':\fember,s, and sevf'ral changes maòe in 
them. 
"
ith a view to aid in the more {'I early H!lderstallfling of the scope and obj('ct 
of the Bill relating to Common Schools, the Chief Superintendent aecompanied 
his Letter to the Provincial Secretary with a )femoramlum on the subject. This 
Memorandum was laid bpforf' the Housr of Assembly in the form of a Rf'turn. 
which had been moved for hy a \f pm hPT. It is as folIows:- 


MEMORANDUM ON THE COMMON SCHOOL BILL OF 1868 BY THE CHIEF 
SUPERINTENDENT. 


The whole of the Bill having been considered and reoommended by a large Select 
Committe.e of the Legislative Assembly, I need only remark upon those Sections in 
regard to which I recommend some modification, in order to meet what I found to be 
the strong wishes of large portions of the community, ,on submitting the provisions of 
the Bill to popular oonsideration, at forty County School Conventions, held since the 
close of the last lS.ession of the Legis,lature. 


QUALIFICATIOKS AND .JURISDICTION OF COUNTY SUPERINTE
DENTS 
OF SCHOOLS. 


With the slight exeeptions. t'here was almost entire unanimity of opinion and wish, 
that the Local Superintendents, or Inspectors, of ,Schools should be persons of ascer- 
tained and certified qualifications, as providEd by the Bill. A general wish was expressed 
that they should have practical experience in teaching; but doubts were expressed by 
a majority of three, or four, Conventions, as to 'So large a number as 100 Schools being 
Dlacpil under the charge of one Super.ïntendenrt. It was 'Objected and I felt the force 
of the objection more and more, as I advanced on my Tour, that 'one person in charge 
of 100 Schools would be likely toO p.erform his duties. at best, in a very perfunctory 
manner, and would omit many of them, or discharge them imperfectly. I, theref'ore, 
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propose to modify the claus>es of the Bill so as Ito leave the County Cou-ncil the discretion 
of appointing a Superintendent for every fifty Schools. This will do away with the 
a"tmitted evils of Township Suoperintendleuts, and it will tend to excite 'emulaUon amongßt 
County Superi.ntendents, secure a more effective inspection and oversight of the Schools, 
as n.one but certified persons can be appointed to the Office, and will, I think, be more 
acceptable to County Councils. 


APPOINTMENTS AND SALARIES OF COUi\TY SUPERIKTE
DENTS. 


A majority of four-fifths ,of the County School Conventions voted for the provisions 
of the Bill, as r.e-commended by the Committee in regard to the appointment, resp'on- 
sibility, and payment of County 'Superintendents, but ,six or seven County Conventions, 
and very large minorities in the ,other Conventions, strongly .opposed any ()ther element 
in the appointment of County Superintendents, than the authority of County Counci.Js. 
After listening to all th'e arguments on the subject, I could not but feel that mu,ch more 
would be lost than gained by depriving County Councils of any part of the authority, 
which they have exercised from the hpginning in regard to this office. For, although 
the only power proposed to be given by Bill to the Lieutenant-Q{)ver'nor-in-Counc>Ïl, was 
to confirm the nominalÌ.Íons of the County Councils, -and remove from office when deemed 
expedient, yet it was insisted that the cha:nge would make the County Superintendent 
a partizan of the political party in power, Under all the circumstances, and aRer the 
fll!lest consideration, I submdt,- 
1st. That the appoin.tment of County Superintendents, from the list of legally 
qualified ,persons, be solely with the County Councils. 
2ndly. That the County S'uperintendtents hold offi.ce during efficiency and gcod 
behaviour. 
3rdly. That they be removable from office for caus-e, by either the Lieutenant- 
Q{)vernor-in-Council, or the County Council. 
I make_ this last recommendation upon the ground, that Ithe daily deportment of 
a County Superintendent, the manner in which he discharges his duties of in.spection, 
etcetera, can only be judged of by men in the County, while the manner in whiC'h be 
apportions and pays School moneY1s, and attends Ito the official instructions author-ize
 
by Law, can only be judged of by a responsible Officer of the Gover.nment of the Country. 
In regard to the ,Salraries of County Superintendents, with a few individual excep- 
tions, it was univ.ersally admitted that their remuneraltion should be better than it is. 
Not a single Convention was favourable to limiting the amount to be paid by (i{)vernment 
at $300 per annum to eaClh County Superintendent, and then leavi'llg a ßliding s.cale 
at the discret'Ïon of each County Council. A great majority of the Converntions assented 
to the method of payment recommended by the Select Commilttee, namely: for the 
Government and the County Councils to provide equally for the SalariEs of County 
:5uperintendents, . 
I propose, what I think will most nearly meet the views of all parties, and at the 
same time promote the efficiency of the Office. The Law at present provideiS that a 
County Counml .shall pay annually a Loca,l Superi.ntendent not less than four dollars 
per School under his oversight, which allowance may be in<'reased at the diseretion or 
the County Council. . I propose that each County Council shall allow five dollars 
pf'r S'c.ho-ol for superintendence and travelling expenses. Then that th'e Government 
should allow five dolla
s per school for s'Urperintendenee. That would make a 
,a:ary 
of $50.0 for supe-Tintending fifty He-hools, and of $750 for superintending s'Eventy-five 
S('hoo,ls. 
In this way the remuneration will, as far as pos!:>ible, be proportioned to the work 
done, and be provided in a manner the least felt by the County, and will be such as' to 
se-cure competent and practical men in an office whkh the experience of all educating 
Countries has shown to be the life and soul of a PubI1c School System, and for want of 
which, in its effiC"ÏeiIlcy, our Schools in many part's of the Conntry have languished, or 
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remained stationary. . What I propos.e is that which I think necessary to render 
thoroughly efficient the most import8Jnt branch of the whole 'School System. I leave 
the expense of inspecting and supervising the Schools in Cities, Towns and lne-orporated 
Villages wholly. as now. to the Local Boards. 


THE POWER OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS TO JUDGE OF SCHOOL HOUSE ACCOMl\IOUATIONS. 


The 8th Section relating to the power of County Superintendents to judge of 
School accommodations, was. when I proposed its modification, by having certain 
Regulations defining what the School Accommodations should be, according to which 
the County Superintendent should judge and decide. and that there should, in every 
case, be an appeal from his decision, the clause was concurred in by every County 
Convention, with one exception. 
County Boards of ExamIners were universally approved of. with the slight 1l0diftca- 
t10n contained in a proVoiso, which I propose to add. 


MINIMUM SALARIES OF TEACHERS. 


The 10,Lh claus'e, fixing the minimum Salaries of Teachers, and providing against 
their dismissal after six months' employment. without the consent of the County Supel- 
1ntendent. was almost unanimously rejected by the first 'Vhree County Conventions tlJat 
I attended; and I clearly saw that it would be rejected by every Convention in tae 
Province. This provision was regarded as an infringement upon the hitherto aclmowl- 
edl?;cd rights of Trustees and Parents. I therefore withdrew it, when the form

' part 
of the Section, relating to the minimum Salaries of Teachers, was concurreð in by 
a majority of three-fourths of the C<>unty Conventions. I found that th
 3.vuage 
Salaries of both male and female Teaehers in more than one-half the Count"cs,-in all 
the Counties in the eastern part of the Province,-were less than the minimum Salaries 
proposed. Under the circumstances, I recommend a mod'ification of the Section mak- 
ing the minimum Salaries of Teachers apply to First Class male and fe:ü.'alf Teachers, 
and fixing smaller sums for See-ond and Third Class Teae-hers. Th", milllmum of 
remuneration to Teachers may .seem small. but I believe it will im'
l('nseJy improve 
their <'irC'umstances. go far to prevent the i.njurious changes of Teachers, and prompt 
Teacherf:, to aspire to the higher grades of Certificates. I propose that in the Regula- 
tions, the First Class Certlificates shall be Provincial Certificates, and that the Second 
and Third Class Certific,ateE s!h
ll be those issue.d by County Boards of Examiners. 
This will virtually abolish the present Third Class Certificates issued ,by County Boards, 
will put an end to this inferior a.nd wretched da.ss of Teachers, and secure Teachers of 
a higher order or qualifications. 
On the otheT Section of the Bill, with aUght ver,bal additions. which I have inserted, 
were univers,ally .approved. 


ON THE SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES BETWEEN TRUSTEES AND TEACHERS. 


But there is one important additional Section which I submit, making the County 
Division Court, instead of Arbitration, the tribunal for the settlement of disputes 
between Trustees and Teachers. T'he Division Courts' were not established, or were 
quite new in 1850, and the idea of Courts of Arbitration wa.s then popular The late 
Honourable R. Baldwin favoured this idea, and he and I prepared the Sections for 
erec,ung what the late Judge Bur,ns called" a domestic tribunal." for settling disputes 
between Trustees and Teachers; but it ha.s not worked satisfactorily, and has frequently 
caused much litigation and heavy losses, to parties concerned. Both the Chief Justices, 
Richards and Hagarty, have a.ssured me that this is an expensIve and often disastrous 
provision of the Law, and have strongly urged, upon the grounds of economy as well as 
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of convenience and promptitude, the substitution of DiviS'ion Courts instead of ArbItra- 
tion, for the settlement of such disputes. 


METHOD OF AIDING SCHOOL SECTIONS IN NEW AND POOR SETTLEMENTS. 


I also propose a Section for the more uniform and efficient method of granting 
special aid to the Schools in new and poor Settlements. At the present time there 
is what is called a II Poor School Grant," which I distribute at discretion, upon applica- 
HOIlS and representations from Local Superintendents aJIld Trustees of School Sections 
in new and poor Settlements. I exercise the best judgment I can form on each case 
presentoo, but it is purely arbitrary, and I, therefore, pro,pose to aid those Schools upon 
a defined principle and uniform system. I have sent a Circular to the prop'er Officers 
to ascertain ,tJhe percentage of School rates on assessed property for pay.ing Salaries 
of Teachers. The average Rate'S thus ascertained, I propose to apply to Schools in new 
and poor iSettlements; and on their furnishing evidence of havi-ng levied and collected 
their Rate, I propose to make up the balance required to pay the fixed minimum 
Salary of the Teacher out of the special Grant for that purpose. This will contribute. 
I have been assured, by many experienced persons, to the interest and extension of new 
Settlements; wBl place them upon a footing with older Settlements, in School advan- 
tages; wBl aid them according to their need, and relieve the fund .as such Settlements 
adva,nce in means and population; and will not, I think, very much exceed what has 
been granted for that purpose, especially in connection with the provision of t I 
to prevent .the fo.rmation of too small School Sections. 
I believe that the proposed School Bill, thus Ìnodified, wfIl not only .be acceptable 
to the Country, 'but make an epoch tn the improvement and extension of popular 
education, such as has not occurred since 1850. 


EDUCATION OFFICE, TORONTO, 12th October, 1869. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


In addition to this Memorandum, I insert herewith a ropy of the same Com- 
mon Schoo} Bm, .as altered at the recent County Schoo} Conventions. Tne addi- 
tions made to the Bin at the Conventions are in Italics. 


AN ACT TO A
mND THE CO:\BIOX SCHooL ACTS OF (L'PPER CA
ADA) OiliTARIO. 


Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Province of Ontario, enacts as follows:- 


1. The Office of Lo,cal Superintendent of S:c-hools in Townships. Cities, Towns and' 
Villages, is hereby abolls.hed. 


2. In each County, o.r Union of CountiEs. there shall be one Superintendent of 
Schools, toO be calloed the County Superintendent, except where there are more than one 
hundred Common Schools in a County, or Union of Counties, in which case, it s'hall be 
lawful to appoint a second County Superintendent. 


3. Each City shall be a Oounty, for the purpose of this Act, and the Superintendent 
shall be called the City Superintendent, and shall possess all the powers of a Oounty 
Superintendent, except such as relate to investigating and deciding on School Trustee 
Election complaints, which now by law devolve on the County Judge. 


4. The qualifications of County and Oity Superintendents shall from time to time 
be prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction, which shall determine the time and 
manner of Examination of Candidates for Certificates of Qualification, and grant 
Certificate,s of Qualification; and no one not holding such Certificate of Qualification 
shall be eligi,ble t.o be appointed a Superintendent. 
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5. Each County Council, and each Boa'rd 01 Publ1c School 1'n
stees in a Cily, or 
Town, shall nominate fro.m amo.ng tho.se ho.lding the necøs;sary Certificates of Qualifica- 
tion, one Perso.n t.o be Superintendent o.f Co.mmon Scho01s in such City, or County. 
01' Town, and in Counties wh-ere there are, or shall he, more than two hundred Common 
Scho.o.ls, the Co.unty Council may no.minate two. Perso.ns ho.lding such Certificates to. be 
Superintendenbs. and prescribe the territorial limi-tg of eaeh; and the Lieutenant- 
G<>verno.r-in-Co.uncil shall appoint the Perso.n, or Persons.-6o no.minated, to. ho.ld office 
during pleasure. P'rovided, nevertheless, that any County, City, or 1'o'Wn, Supe'rinten- 
df'llt shall be subiect to dismissal for 1nisconduct, OT inefficiency, on the complaint of; 
the Council. or Board, nominating him. 


6. Each Superintendent so. appo.inted shall have the oversight .of all Co.mmo.n 
SdlOO':s in the To ,vns, 'TillagEs and Townships within the Oounty, 'Ol!' union of Counties, 
o.r part .of the County, or union of Counties, fo.r which he shall be appo.inted, and s'halI 
have all the powers in each Municipality within his juri,sdiction, and be !Subject to all 
the obHgati.ons now conferred, or imposed by Law, upon" Local Superintendents," and 
which are 'conferred, or imposed by this Act, according toO such instructions as may ,be 
given to him, from time to time, by the Minis-ter o.f Public Instructio.n. 


7. The Salary of a Co.unty Superintendent shalI not be leßs than at the rate of Six 
hundred dollars per annum, and not more than at the rate of Twelve hundred do.llars 
per annum, and shall be paid quarterly, provided always, that the variation of (l County 
Superintendent.s Salary between Six hundTed and Twelve hundred dollars per ann1lm 
shall be determined by the Lieutenant-Governor. according to the 'Wo'rTc, to be done. 


8. The County Superintendent shall have author>Ïty to. decide upon the adequacy 
and suitablenesls o.f Scho.o.l Accommod-a:tions; in conformity with Regulations which shall 
be prepared according to Law, and should any Schaol C.orporatio.n not provide satis- 
factory Accommodation within twelve months after they have been notified, ,by the 
County, Dr City, Superintendent, of the inadequa<,y, or unsuitablenes's of the School 
Accammodatio.n pravided, such Schoo.l Corporation shall not be entitled to share in the 
Legislative Schaol Grant; PToviàrà always, that in e'l'ery such case theTe shall be the 
right of appeal from the decision of the Superintrnncnt to the Jlinister of Pnblic In- 
struction. 


9. Eaeh County and City Cauncil shall appoint a Caunty, .or City, Boa-rd o.f Exam- 
iners, for the Examinatio.n and licensing of Teachers, cansisting af the County 'Superin- 
tend-ent, o.r Superintend,ent.s, and two. .ather .(",ompetent Persons whose qualifications 
shall, from time to time, be pres.cribed by the Council of Public Instructio.n. 


10. The minimum Salary of any legally qualifi-ed male Te.acher shall be at the Tate 
af Three hundred dollars per annum, and the minimum Salary .of any legally qualified 
female Teacher shall be at the rate 'of Two. hundred dollars ,per annum. 


11. The Municipal Council of any Township shall have autharity to. establish a 
To.wnship Bo.ard af C.ommon Schoo.l Trustees, as now provided by Law, at the request 
af the majo.rity of the Schao.l Sections af such Towns'hip, expressed at the Annual School 
Meeting, or a Special ISchool Meeting, .of .such S-ections. 


12. No. By-law or Re.salution of a Township Council to. .alter the bounrlaries af a 
School Section shall take f'ffect before the expiratian of o.ne year from the 25th o.f 
December next, after the passing af such By-law, or Resolutian, unless at the request 
af the majority af the Rate-payers of 'Such Sectio.n; and, in the event of a change in 
the limits o.f a ISchaal Section, any Rate-payer in the Section affected, shall have tht:: 
right to. appeal to. the County Superint-endent, whose duty it shaH be to. decide whether, 
or not, such change shaH be made, so far as it rclatrs to SllCh complaining parties. 
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13. On the formation, or alteration, of a union School Section, or Division, undET 
the authority of the Fifth Section of the Scho{) 1 Law Amendment Act of 1860, it shaH 
be the duty of the County Superintendent concerned, forthwith, to transmit a Copy of 
the Resolution, by which the formation, or alteration, was made, to the Cle-rk of the 
Municipality affected by such Resolution. 


14. Should such Clerk neglect, or refuse, to prepare and furnÏ-i::\h the Map of t.ne 
Schoo] Divisions of his Municipality, as required by the Consolidated School Act, he 
shall render himself liable to a penalty, not exceeding Ten dollars, to be recovered 
before a l\oIagistrate for the School purposes of his Municipality, at the instance of any 
Rate-payer thereof. 


15. All the Common Sochools shall bf' Free Schools; and the 1ìrustees of Sohool 
Sections, or Township Councils, and the Municipal Councils of Cities, Towns and 
Villages, shall, in the manner now provided by Law, levy and ,collect a Rate upon all the 
taxable property of the School Division, or l\lunicipality, to defray the expenses of such 
Schools, as determined by the Trustees thereof. 


16. Every child, from the age of seven to twelve years, inclusive, shall have the 
right to attend some School for six months in ea,ch year; and any Parent, or Guardian, 
who does not p,rovide that each child under ,his care shall attend some School, as thu3 
of right declared. shall be subject to the penalties hereinafter provided by this Act; 
Provided always, that the absolute right of selecting either a Public, or Private, School, 
for the attendance of any child, shall be with the Parent, or Guardian, of su-ch child. 


17. It -shall be competent for the P.olite )'lagis,trate of any City, or Town, and for 
any )'Iagistrate in any Village, or Towns'hip, or Town, where there is no PolIce Magis- 
trate, to investigate and decide upon any complaint made by any Person againsl any 
Parent, or Guardian, for the violation of the foregoing Sixteenth Section of this Act 
and to impose a fine, not exceeding dollars, and impris{)nment until paid, for 
the first wilful offence, and double that penalty for each 'Subsequent offen-C'e, which fine 
and penalty shall be enforced as provided in the One hundrEd and fortieth Section of. 
the Consolidated School Act; Provided always, that it shall be the duty of such 
Magistrate to as-ceTtain as far as may be the circumstances of any party complained of, 
and whether such alleged violation has been wilful, or has bEen caused by extreme 
poverty, or t{)O great a distance from any School. or. the child is being otherwise 
educated, and in either of the latter ('aSES the )'Iagistr.ate-s shall not award punishment, 
but shall report the cir('umstances to the Trustf'EoS of the division in which the offence 
has occurred. 


18. The Trust-ees of any School Section, or Municipality, s-hall have the s,ame 
authority to provide a Residence for a School Teacher, that they now have 'by Law to 
pr-ovide School Aecommodations. 


19. The Report of the School Trustees required by Law to be laid before the Annual 
=;chool ::\1eeting s'hall include a summary of their proceedings and state of the School 
during the year, together with a detailed statEment of Receipts and Expenditure, 
signed by either, or both, of the School Auditors of the SecU.on; and in -case ()of difference 
of opinion between the Auditors on any matter in th-e accounts, it shall be referred 
and decid.ed by the County Superintendent. 
20. Should t'he Secretary of a Trustee Corporation negl'ed, or r-efuse, at any time 
to give notice of a School Trustee )'leeUng, it shall be lawful for any Trustee to do so, 
by giving notice of such Meeting to his Colleagues. 


21. All moneys collected in any School Section by the Trustee Corp.oration shall be 
naid into the hands of the Secretary-Trea.surer thereof; and should the Trus.tee refuse, 
Or neglect, to take proper se-curity from sU0h Secretary-Treasurer, they shall be hela 
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to be personally responsible for such moneys, and the provisions of the 137th Section 
of the Consolidated School Act shall apply to them. 


22. Any Chairman o,f a Scho.ol Meeting who may be elected School Trustee at such 
Meeting, shall make the declaration of office now required of Trustees by Law in the 
presence of the Secretary of such Meeting. 


23. Should the majority of the School Trustees, or the majority of a Public School 
Meeting, neglect, or refuse, in a case of differßnce in regard to a School Site, to appoint 
an Arbitrator, as provided in the Thirtieth Section 0{ the Consolidated Schoo.l Act, it 
shaH be competent for the County Superintendent with the Arbitrator appointed, to meet 
and determine the matter, and the County Superintendent shall hrave a second, or 
casting, vote in case they should not agree. 


24. Should only a majority of the Arbitrators appointed to decide any case under 
the authority of the School Laws of this Province be present at any lawful Meeting, in 
consequenee of the .neglect, or refusal of their Colleagues to meet them, it shall be 
competent for them to make and publish an award upon the matter, or matters sub- 
mitted to them, 'Or to adjour,n the Meeting for any period not -exceeding ten days. 
25. Any Division Gourt Judge receiving an intimation of appeal from his decision, 
under the authority of the Consolidated School Act, shall thereupon certify under his 
hand to the Minister of Public Instruotion, the statement of claim and other proceedings 
in the case, togetJher wit'll t'he evidence, and his own jud-gment thereon, and all objec- 
tions made thereto. 


Z6. The Summer Vacations 01 all the Public Schools shall be from the 15th of July 
to the 15th 01 August, inclusive. 


All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with the prOVlSlOllS of t.his Act, as far as 
they shall affect this part, but not to any greater extent, are hereby repealed. 


In order that these School Bills should be the more carefully considered and 
revised, they were referred by the Teachers' Association to an important Select 
Committee, which brought in the following Report on the subject:- 


REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF THE ONTARIO TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION ON 
THE GRAMMAR AND COMMON <SCHOOL ACTS OF 1868-1869. 


We, the undersigned, a Committee on -behalf of the Board of Directors of the 
.. Ontario Teachers' Association," beg leave respectfully to submit for the cons'Ìderation 
of the Members of the Association, the fOllowing Amendment'S to the School Bills now 
before the Legislature, which were proposed by the said Board at a Meeting held in 
Toronto, on the 29th and 30th of December, 1868, and based upon Resolutions adopted 
by the Association; together with a brief statement of Reasons for suggesUng the 
Alterations:- 


COMMON SCHOOL BILL OF 1868, 1869. 


Section 4.-The qualifications of County and City Superintendents shall from time 
to time ,be prescribed by the Cl()uncil of Public Instruction, which shall determine the 
time and manner of Examination of Candidates, for Certificates of Qualification, and 
grant Certificates of Qualification and no one not holding such Certificate of Qualifica- 
tion, shall be eligible to be appointed a Superintendent. 
Proposed Amendment.-That the fOllowing clause be added to Section 4:-" And 
all Candidates for the Office of County Superintendent shall be required to have taught 
a Public ,School for at least five years." 
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It should be definitely stated that the Office of County Superintendent of Cornman 
Schools shall be filled by an experienced Teacher, as the practical knowledge acquired 
in the School Room would materially add to his efficiency; and the position would thus 
become an object of ambitian to Tea'0heTS, and serve as a stimulu.s to a faithful discharge 
of duty. It would also raise the status of the profession, by presenting to men of ability, 
an inducement to remai
 therein. 


Section 5.-Eac.h County and City Council shall nominate from those holding the 
necessary Certificate of Qualification, one Person ta be Superintendent of Cornman 
Schools in such City, .or County, and in Counties where there are or shall be more than 
one hundred Common Schoolß, the Cou.nty Council may .nominate two Persons holding 
such Certificates to be Superintendents and prescribe the t.erritorial limits of each, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council shall appoi,nt the Person, .or Persans so nominated, 
to hold office during pleasure. 
Proposed Amendment.- That the first part of the Sectian be altered so as to read:- 
II Each County Council and City Board of Trustees shall nominate, etcetera." 
There is not the same necessity for giving the nomination of Superintendent of 
Common Schools to the City Council as to t.he County Council, inasmuch a.s the City 
Board of Trustees will still have the same extent of jurisdiction as the City Council; 
and also no abuse has been alleged of the power they at present possess. 


Section 7.-The Salary of a County, or City, Superintendent shall .not ,be less than 
at the rate of Six hundred dollars per annum, and not more than at the rate of Twelve 
hundred dollars- per annum, and shall be paid quarterly, of which the sum of Three 
hundred dollars shall be defrayed and borne out .of the Consolidated Revenue of the 
Province, and the .balance shall be provided -by the City, or County, Coun-cils. 


Propost:d Amendment.-That, in the second line of Section 7, the word" Six" be 
changed to "Eight," and the words, .. and not more than at the rate of Twelve hundreè:. 
dollars per annum," be left out. 


It seems to us unnecessary to fix a maximum; and after deducting the travelling 
and .other unavoidable expenses, the minimum will be far too law, to present sufficient 
inducements to competent Teachers to seek the position; and because there are small 
Counties having considerably lESE than the average number of Schools, where Education 
is i,n an advanced state, which would therefore require a Superintendent of high 
qualifications. Moreover. it appears to us that $600 is a 8alary incommensurate with 
the responsibility connected witlh the Office. 


Section 9.-Each County and City Council shall appoint a County or City B.oard of 
Examiners, for the examination and licens'Ïng of Teachers, consisting .of the County 
Superintendent, or Superintendents, and two other competent persons whose qualifica- 
tions shall, from time 10 time, ,be prescribed by the Council .of Public Instruction. 
Proposed Amendment.-That the foll.owing be added to Section 9 :-" The sy.stem 
of Examination to be adopted by said Board of Examiners shall -be subject to the 
approval of the Council of Public Instruction, and the said Baard shaH have power to 
grant County Certificates .other than First Class." 
In our opinion, the CouncU of Public Inßtruction should have the suupervfsion of 
the modes of ExaminatIan adopted by County Boards, for the ,sake 'Of rendering them 
unif.orm; and because some County Boards, as at present constituted, make use of 
methods which do not command the confidence 'Of those Interested in such Examinations. 
:\ioreover, if the fOllowing Amendment be adopted, the Boards should have power to 
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grant .only SeCiond and Third Class C.ou,nty Certifi.c-ates, First Class Provincial Certificates 
being conferred by a Central Board. 
Proposed Amendment.-That the following be Sub-Section 1 in Section 9:-" The 
['ouncil of Public Instruction shall appoint a Provincial Board of Examiners, consisting 
of Members, of whom shall be County Superintendents, on whose recom- 
mendation, after due Examination, First Class Provincial CertificatEs of Qualification 
shall be granted to all Teachers who shall have taught a Public School for a't least five 
y,ears, and whose efficiency as Teachers shall have been certified by a County Super- 
intendent." 


We regard it as a serious grievance that a competent and successful )Teacher should 
be restricted to a County Certificate, which renders necessary not only a fresh Exam- 
ination for ea'ch County in which he may be engaged to teach, but also repeated Exam- 
inations in the same County, while the standard of qualification remains unchanged. 
The esta,blishment of a Provincial Board of Examiners would have the effect of render- 
ing the r.e{!uirfd quaHfications uniform tJbroughout the Provin'C'e, and i'nducing many 
Teachers to remain in the profession, .on account of the s'Uperior and permanent standing 
it would give them, who now discard it, rather than be liable to such indignities. The 
five year,s' experience suggested would he a guarantee of the pos's,essi.on of practical 
knowledge by the Candidate. 
PToposed Amendment.-That the fOllowing be Sub-Section 2 in Section 9:-" Each 
Candidate, at his, or her, first Examination for a Certifi-cate of Qualification, shall 
deposit with the County Superintendent the sum of Ten dollars, to be paid into the 
Superannuated Teachers' Fund, of which Nine dollars s'hall be refunded in CBße of the 
Candidate, at his, or her, first Examination f.or a Certificate of Qualifioation, shall 
In consequence of the facility with which young pers.ons can obtain County Cer- 
tificates of Qualification, with.out any serious intention of either becoming, or remaining, 
Teachers, there should be some security that those who come up for Examination intend 
to adopt teaching as a profession; and we suggest that the introduction of an entrance 
fee would tend to this result. 


Section 16.-Every child, from the age of seven to twelve years, inclusive, shall 
have the right t.o attend some School for six months in each year; and any Parent, or 
Guardian, who does not provide that each child under his care shaH attend some School, 
as thus of right declared, shall ,be subject to the penalties hereinafter provided ,by this 
Act; Pr.ovided always, that the absolute right of selecting either a Public, or Private, 
School, for 1he attendance of any child shall be with the Parent, or Guardian, of such 
child. 


Proposed Amendment.-That the following be added to 'Section 16:-" Any Pupil, 
who shall be adjudged so refractory, or vicious, by the Tear'her and County Superin- 
tendent that his presence in a School is deemed seriously injurious to the other Pupils, 
may, with the consent of the Board of Trustees, be rem.oved to an Industrial Schoo!." 
As a result of the adoption of the principl.e of Compulsory Attendance, every child 
will have the legal right -to Public School privileges, and there will be found in our 
Schools, especially in Cities and Towns, numbers of vicious, or criminal, children, who 
suhsist by pilfering, or begging, and who cannot be legally expelled, however serious 
their misconduct, or evil their Influence. Some provision sh.ould, therefore, be made 
for training them. without Incurring the risk of contamin
ting the morals of the other 
Pupils attending these Schools. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BILL OF 1868. 


Section S.-The Grammar Schools s'hall be designated and known as High Schools, 
in which provision shall be made for teaehing the higher branches of an English Educa- 
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tion. and the LaJtin and Greek Languages. to thos.e Pupils wh.ose Parents. or Guardians, 
may desire it, according to a Programme .of Studies 31ll'd Regulations which shall be 
prescribed fr.om time to time by the Council of Public Instruction. with the approval of 
the Lieutenant
Governor-in-Council. 


P,roposed Amendment.-Th8Jt the words "and CommeTcial" be inserted before 
.. Education," in the third liJl-e .of Section 3, and thel words .. the Modern Languages" 
after the same word. 


There is an acknowledged necessity for providing, in High Schools. for teaching 
not only the higher branchøs .of an English. but of a C.ommercial. Education, as well as 
for teaching 'Such of the Modern Languages, as the Council of Public Instruction may 
determine. 


Section 3.-(1) Xo High School shall be entitled to s.hare in the Grammar -School 
Fund. unless it is conducted according t.o the Regulations' pr.ovided by Law; nor unI-egg 
it has an average attendance of tweruty Pupils; nor unless a sum at least equal to that 
alJportioned from the Fund shall be provided from local S.ourC-eE!. 
(2) Each High School. conducted according to Law. shall be entitled to an Appor- 
tionment of a sum not less than Three hundred. and not m.ore than One thousand, 
dollars per annum. according to the average attendance of Pupils. and the length of 
time each High School is kept .open. as compared with other High Schools; which sum. 
together with. at least. an equal sum provided from loeal sources. shall be expended in 
payment of Teachers. Salaries for the then current year. 


Proposed Amendment.-That the following be added to Sub"'Section Number 1:- 
"The Apportianment from the High Schaal Fund to eai.."h S('hool shall be made in accord- 
ance with the daily average attendance of the Pupils of that Scho.ol during the curr-ent 
half-year." 


According to the present Grammar School Regulations and those proposed by the 
High School Bill before the Hous.e, the Legislative Grant to each Grammar S'chool is 
made on the daily average attendance of the preceding year. S.o that. should a teacher 
leave his situation, he may not receive the pecuniary results of his efficiency, or 
inefficiency, to which he is in equity entitled, and which might, under the contemplated 
arrangements. ac.crue to his S'llocessor. It is weIl known thRit. in many cas.es. th
 
Legislative and S.chool Grants foOr the current year constitute the whole .of the Teacher's 
Salary, and. in most cases, it is determined by the Legislative Grant of the year last 
past. As a necessary consequence of t'he ad1option of this suggeßtion, the Apportionment 
must be made in aocordance with the daily average attendance during the current half 

ear, so as to admit of the Grant being given half-yearly. 


Section 6.-Elach Grammar S'c.hool already establishe-d. and now in operation. shall 
be held t.o be a High Schoal. according to .the provisions of this Act, and, as far as the 
Fund will permit. it shall be lawful fo.r the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council to authorize 
thE-. establishment .of ad,ditional High Schools upon the .conditions prescribed by this 
Act; and the preliminary examination of Pupil Candidates for admission into the High 
Schoals .shall be road'e by the County, or City, Superintendent. en whose Certificate of 
qualification Pupils shall be eligible 1'or admission to the High School; Pr.ovided. 
nevertheless, that the Pupils already duly admitted as Grammar S.cho-ol Pupils, accord- 
ing to Law, shall ,be held eligible without .further examinatian for admission as Pupils 
01 the High School's; and provid.ed, fUTthermore, that Pupils from any part of the 
County in which a High School is. or may be, eSltablished shal'l be admitted to such 
School on the same te.rms as Pupils within the Town, or Village. of such Sch.ool. upon the 
condUion always that the CouIlicil of such County shall contribute p'ro 'rata towards 
raising the sum, .or sums. Tequired by Law to be pr.ovided from local sources to entitle 
such High School to share in the GrammaT S,chool Fund.' 
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Proposed .A.mendment.-" That the Ex,aminations for the admission of Pupils into 
the High Schools be conducted by a Board, c.onsisting of the County Superintend-ent, 
the Chairman of the Public, or Hig,h, School Board, and the Head 
aster of the High 
School." 


While we acknowledge the necessity for a change in the mod-e of exammIng Pupils 
for entrance into the High Schoo-lIS, it 'Î.s fea.red that the .one proposed in the present 
Bill may act prejudicially to the.se Schools, by placing the examination solely in the 
power of an Official who is chiefly interested in another class .of S'chools. By making 
the County Supevintend'ent a Mem,ber ()If the Board, the interests of the Common ,Sc.hools 
wiII be guarded; and by the adlmission of the High School Maslter, those of the High 
Schools; while the Chairman of the Public Hchool Boavd will be one who will have at 
lwart the welfare of the Common and High Schools. 


Section 9.-And whereas it is desirable to encourage the establishment of superior 
Clas,sical Schools; it shall be lawrful for the Lieutenant-Governor-in
Council to confer 
upon any High School, in which not less than four Masters are fully employed in 
teaching t'he subjects of the prescribed Curr,icnlum, and in which the daily average of 
male Pupils studying the Latin, or Greek, language, shall not be less than seventy, the 
llame Collegiate Im;titute; and towards the support of such Collegiate Institute it 
sòalI be lawful fOol' the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council to -authorize the payment of an 
additional sum, at the rate of and not exceed'ing Seven hundTed and fifty dollars 
per annum, out of the Superior Education Fund, provided und'er the ,authority oof the 
Tenth Section .of the Consolidated Grammar S-chool Act, Twenty-second Victoria, 
Chapter Sixty-three. 


Proposed .A.mendment.-That the word "four," in the fourth line of Section 9, 
De changed to "three," and the word" seventy," in the seventh, to "sixty." 


If the number of Masters and Pupils proposed in the Bill were retained, the 
prospect of any High Scho.ol being able to benefit by this provision would become remote; 
therefore, to render it effective, it is 'Sugge,sted to reduce the number of Masters to 
three, and of Pupils to sixty. * 


s. S. NIU.LES, D.D., 
P'resident, Ontario Teachers' Association, 
A. McMuRCIlY, M.A., 
JOHN SEATH, B.A., 
WILLIAM ANDERSON, 
SAMUEL McALLISTER, 
Oommittee. 


. When the Chief Superint6::1
::l
 of Education fixed upon the standard of a Collegiate 
Institute in the draft of the High SchoG} Act, he took that of the Galt Grammar School, 
which had at the time of drafting the Bill, four Masters, and seventy Pupils in attendance. 
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WITHDRAV{AL OF THE SCHOOL BILLS OF 1868 FROM THE HOUSE 
OF ASSEMBLY, AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHIEF 
SUPERIN'rENDENT OF EDUCATIO
, 1869. 


So many and great were the changes which the Grammar and Common 
School Bills underwent in the Select Committee of the House of Assembly, and 
in Ule House itself, that, at the request of the Chief Superintendent of Education, 
they were withdrawn by the Attorney-General, with a view to their reconsidera- 
tion, before submitting them again to the House of Assembly at the next Session 
of the House. 
Tn withdrawing these Bills, the Honourable the Attorney-General, (J. 8. 
Macdonald), addressed the House as follows:- 


The recent discussion in the House had shown that the Common School Bill, which 
hf\d been prepared as the result of years of experience and .of oib.s'ervation, and with a 
de
ire to advance the cause of Education, had not received that treatment at the hands 
of tlÏe House which the Government had reas.onably expected that it would. He had 
referred last night to the liberty which had been granted to all Members of the 
House to propose amendments, but it was evident that there was a want of approbation 
to the views expressed in the Measure. The Chief Superintendent had r-eason to believe 
that, at the large number of meetings, a large share of accord and approval was 
expressed in reference to the views he eX'Pressed. The result of his labours, and .of tIle 
p
'oceedings of the Oommittee .of last Session, were found in the :\Ieasure before the 
House. The Chief Superintendent asked the Government to assist him in his endeavour 
to advance the position .of the Common and Grammar Schools of the Province. The 
Government had the fullest oonfidence in the venerable Gentleman, and the Country 
also, he believed, had confidence in him. The question of Educati.on was most intricate, 
and the manner in which he had treated the question evoked high admiration for his 
ta!ents. They felt that he had laboured assidu.ously and industriously to give -such a 
System .of Education to the Country as had made it an example to other Countries, and 
the manner in which he has introduced improvements in the System of Education had 
had .the result, that even the distant Colony of A'llstralia ,had ad,opted that System. 
These improvements might, .or might not, be appreciated by the House,-it 'was not 
the fault of the Government. The responsi,bility rested upon those Members who had 
rejected the prop.osed alterations. He took it for granted that there should be no 
element of 'Party spirit introduced into the dis,cussion of such a :\leasure. Although 
the Government had consented that there should be perfect Uberty to every Member 
to make alterations in the Bill, the alterations which had been made in refereuce to 
some portions were .of a .most important character, and defeated the very purpose .of 
thp Bill. An effort -had been made to give a higher chal'acter to the S.chool Education 
of the 'Country, but the House had not responded to it in a liberal spirit, and was not 
prepared to pass the Measure as introduced. The Government felt that unless theSë 
Bills were passed without their usefulness being marred, that they would not be 
calculated to be of advantage to the C.ountry. The E-ducation Bill did not touch at 
a1:l party, .or ReJigious, feelings, and the Government felt that a small majority was 
not either what the Government, or the Chief Supe.rintendent, desired. He made 
thes'e observations with regret, because these Bills Were introdl\lood with a desire to 
pr.omote the Education of the Country. The House, however, had not considered them 
.desirable, and it only now remained ,f,or ,him to announce the course the Government 
would 'pursue without keeping them in sl\1.spense. He hoped that the honourable 
Members of the House would not have any cause to regret the course they had adopted 
.of throwing away an opportunity .of carrying out the plans of the Chief Superintendent 
IV.-ll 
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If there had ,be-en a.ny caus-e to doubt the past career of the venerable 'Chief, that be 
was not heart and soul in the cause .of Education, and if he had at the time left any 
ather impression than that he was desirous .of promoting the Education ,of the People 
and the welfare of his Country, the treatment the Bill had received might be ascribed 
to some other cau-se. But he would have the satis,faction of knowing that no charge had 
been pointed at him, as to his wishing to secure ,on his part anything in the shape of 
atlvantage; on the cantra,ry, he beUev'ed that he w,ould leave a name that would b
 
prese.rved in their memories so long as they lived as the name .of one that had raised 
their School SYstem t.o a place am.ong the best in the world. But he cauld not agre8 
that the Measure should 'Pass the House in its present state, anð he, therefore, wished 
it withd-rawn. The Government could not but Tegard the wishes .of the Chief Superin- 
tcndent, and, therefore, he moved that the Bill l>e now discharged. 
The .order was then discharged. 


rrHE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BILL ALSO 1VITHDRAWN. 


Attorney-Generall\lacdonald said the same remarks, which he had used, would 
apply, in a certain degree, to this Bill. And at the request of the Chief Superin- 
tendent, he moved that the order for it be also now discharged. 


MISAPPREHENSION O
 THE PAnT OJ!' THE PUBLIC IN REGARD '1'0 
THE REAL CHARACTER AND OBJECTS OF THE GRAMMAR 
AND COMMON SCHOOLS 
\.CTS OF 1868, 1869. 


The adverse comments in the House of Assembly on the two School Bills laid 
before it, and to which the Attorney-General referred, in withdrawing tbem, were 
re-echoed in many of the Newspapers. In order, therefore, to give full informa- 
tion on the 3ubject, and to correct these :misapprehensions, the Chief Superinten- 
dent of Education addres,sed the f{)llowing Letter to the Editor of The Globe 
newspaper :- 


In late numbers of y.our Paper there are several Col111munications respecting the 
Grammar and Common School Bills now pending before the Legislative Assembly. Some 
of those Communications strongly reflect upon myself, and are written under a mis- 
a.pprehension of 8'everal provisions of the Bills to which they refer. 
Under these circumstances it has occurred to me that some remarks from myse]f 
on certain provisions of these Bills might remove misapprehension and be useful to 
thE' Public. 
I remark as to the need of legislation at all, that experience has discovered defects 
and suggested impravements in our lVlun1dpai Laws and in those relating ta every 
branch .of Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence, as w-ell as of Civil Government. The 
School Law is no exception; and it ,becomes the spedal and require,d duty of the 
Administrator of it to examine into th-e working of the S'chool Laws in the different 
Countries, in connection with those of our own Country, and submit to the Government 
and Legislature, from time to time, the results of hi
 inquiries and experience. In 
1866-67 I made my I'ast T.our of Inquiry into the present state .and w.orking of Public 
Systems of Education in Foreign C.ountries, and last year presented to the Government. 
to be laid before the Legislature and the Public, II A Special Report of the Systems and 
State .of Popular Education on the Continent of Europe, in the British Isles, and the 
United States of America, with practical suggestions for the Improvement of Public 
Instruction in the Province of Ontario." At its last Session the Legislative Assembly 
appointed a large ,Select Committee, consisting of more than twenty of its Members, to 
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cansider my writte'Il sugg'estions and personal recommendations on the subject; the 
Grammar and Common School Bills, as printed before the dose of the Session, were the 
result of the protracted deliberations .of that large Committee. But as .o.bje>ctioWi and 
misunderstandings were understood to. exist in the minds of many Persons throughout 
the Pr.ovince in regard to several provisions o.f these Bills, the consideration of them 
was deferTed by the Legi.slative Assembly until its present Session. In the meantime, 
I appointed a time and place of a S'chool Convention in each County of Ontario, to meet 
and confer with all Persons who might desire to attend, on the subjects of these School 
Bills, to consider their suggestions. In the Appendix B of my last Annual Report, 
now in the hands of the Members of the Legislature, and befo.re the Public, the 
Pro.ceedings and Opinions expressed at these Conventions are given, and the present 
School Bills, "ith some additions and modifications in regard to some provisions o.f these 
of last year are also given. 
I think there is no example in this, 0.1' any other, Country of so varied and exten- 
sive a preparation and consultation having taken place, in respect to any proposed 
Legislative School Enactments. Yet after all, there are men in almost every locality, 
who take their own opinio.ns >from their own neighbourhood stand'point; there are 
o.thers who wish to make legislation subservient to their personal purposes; there are 
o.thers who are opposed to all progress, unless it be spontaneous and gratuitous; while 
theTe are others who are afraid o.f any imþrovements, lest they involve undue changes. 
But I 'have found the great mass of the community of all classes anxious for progress. 
and ready to adopt what appear to be the best means for intellectual and social advance- 
ment. 
Kext, as to the mo.de of legislation, it has been said that the whole School Law 
should be conSDlidated into one Statute,-that -having several Acts makes it difficult 
for parties concerned to understand and administer the S'chool Law. On this I may 
r('mark, that laws are only consolidated a;fter the successive Acts on the s>ubject have 
been tried and found, u'pon the whole, to be satisfactory and complete, at least for the 
time being. The Seh.ool Acts were consolidated in 1859. Since then a Gammon S.chool 
Improvement Act "as passed in 1860; the Separate S'chool Settlement Att was passed 
in 1863; and the Grammar School Amendment Act was passed in 18G5. There are, 
therefore, but two. Statutes in existence respecting Common Schools, and two in respect 
to Grammar S'chools; and in the printing of these Acts by the Education Department 
for the use of local School Autho-rities, the provisions of 'both Acts on the same subjects 
are incoriPorated, printed on the same pages, with the requisite Notes and Forms, and . 
a copious Index at the end; so that they are as simple and convenient for Sc>hoûl 
Superintend-ents, )Iunicipal Councils and Trustees, as i'f they consisted of a single 
Statute. The same method will, of course, be pursued in printing the School Acts. 
\'. ith the pending S'chool Bills, on their becoming Law, f.or the use and convenience of 
School Autho'rities. 
Then I notice objections made to the union o,f Grammar and Common School Boards 
of Trustees, and to making )lembels of Grammar School Board,s elective. On this I 
may remark, that two-thirds of these Boards bave already been united by the voluntary 
aetion of the parties ,concerned; Sind out of the 100 Grammar Schools, the Bo.lrds of 
67 of them have united with the Common School elective Boards in their rEo pective 
!oralities, in order to support the Grammar S.chooJ.s, and to which union with elective 
Hoards, most, if n.ot all, of these 67 Grammar Schools owe thdr present existence. And 
it is in the remaining 33 Grammar Scho.ols, where the Boards of Trustees are separate. 
that diversity of interests exists. 
In the Cities of Boston and Xew York there ,,-ere formerly two School Boards,- 
the one for the Primary Schools, the other for the Classical Schools. Diversity of 
Interests, mutual ho.stilities, existed, until both Boards were blended into one electiv
 
Board, in charge of all the Public Schools. The result has been the removal of all 
antagonÏ3m, and diversity of interests, and the advancement of the High and Classical 
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Schools t.o a degree of efficiency to which they never before attained, and some instances 
ta a degree of magnificence, which is the pride of the Citizens and the admiration .of 
Foreign Visitors. - The experience of Canada also shows that, where there are two 
'School Boards, there is a diversity of feeling and interest, the one interest suffers in 
rivalship with the rOtheI'. Where two Boards are united inta .one there is more of 
Identity and unity of corporate action, but' there are still elements of weakness and 
discord from the discordant method of constituting such Boards. Such Boards should. 
therefore, be consolidated -into one, and not merely a voluntary union 'Of diversely 
constituted parts. But still,-not from my own conviction, but in deference to the 
<>pinion and wis.hes (),f intelligent parties, I propose in the pending Grammar School 
Dm, that the Munici-pal Councils which have to pr-ovide the means of supporting the 
Schools, shan have a representation in the Hchool Boards, and those desiring it can 
nominate on such Boards, Clergymen and others, who would be useful )Iembers, but 
who would not undergo the ordeal of popular election. 
I agree with those who have opposed elective Boards for High, as well as Common, 
SC'hools, that the oompo-sition of such Boards .may not be improved. I believe appo-int- 
ments to t'hem by County Councils have ,been judicious. The defect of these Boards 
has not been in their composition, but in their powerlessness to raise funds, a'ccording 
to the principles of our -free Government, it is only those who are elected by Tax payers 
that can be invested with power to impo>se Taxes upon the People for any purpose what- 
ever; and experience sh'Ûws us, that, without such power, Grammar Schools, any more 
than Common Schools, cannot be efficiently supported. 
It has been objected by one Writer that the Grammar School Fund sh.ould not be 
distributed ac.cording to the average attendance of Pupils. I observe that this principle 
of distri-bution, which has produced such a marvellous improvement in our Scho'ols, in 
n.gard both to the attendance and to the time of keeping them open, -has been adopted 
from Canada into both the States of New Y.ork and Massachusetts. Nothing can be 
'lnore ëquitable and stimulating than that each Hchool should receive aid according to 
the work done,-a pdnciple which places the smallest Village upon a level with the 
ral'gest Town. But, in .order to favour the smaller Towns and Villages, the maximum 
Grant to any School has been fixed at $l,O,O,O,-a provision which wiII take several 
bundred dollars from ea-ch off some of the larger City and Town 'Grammar S.chools, and 
add so much in aid of Grammar, .or High Schools, in smaller places. 
I will not he-re advert to some other less important objections and suggestions 
respecting the Grammar School Amendment BilI,-a BiU which I believe, as I intend, 
will not extinguish one Grammar School in Ontario, but will help everyone rOf t.hem, 
and multiply their number in Villages and laTge neighbourhoods, "" here they do not 
now exist. 
In regard to the Oommon School Bill, I prepared a :!\lemorandum aücompanying 
thú Draft of it, stating the ground on which its principal provisions and modifications 
bave been recommended. That Memorandum has ,been laid before the House, and 
crdered to be printed. · 
In respect to one poInt, on which fear and anxiety have been ex,pr,essed, I trust and 
!ntend, as far as I am concerned, that the conditions of Certificates of Qualifications to 
Candidates foOl' the Office of City and County Superintendents, to be prescribed by th
 
Council .of Public Instructi.on, with the sanction of the Governor-in-'Council, will be 
Euch as to seC'ure the continued services of meritorious City and County SupørIntendents, 
,'.h'Û have earned a good degree ,by t,heir long and valued labours in tho:se Offices. 
I have only to observe, in conclusion, that I have no personal interest whatsoever 
in either of the 8'chooJ Bills before t'he Legislative Assembly, except to make the .school 
Bystem as 'perfect, and as acceptable to the Country, as is in my power, with the con- 
Eci.ousness that those Bills will, if they become Law, impose an immense deal of addi- 
Uonal labour upon me, at least ,for several months to come,-an additional labour 
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\\hich I am prepared to bear, and" hich is my only source of apprehension as to the 
results of the Measures submitted. 


TOBONTO, November 27th, 1869. 


EGERTON RYEBSON. 


NOTE.-In a subsequent explanatory Letter to the Editor of The Globe, the 
Chief Superintendent of Education remarked further upon certain details of the 
Scbool Bills, which were laid before the House of Assembly, but which were de- 
ferreil until the next Session of the House, but these remarks are practically em- 
bodied in the :Memorandum on the School Rills prepared by the Chief Superin- 
tendent. 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE PRIKCIPLES ON 'VHICHrrlIE -EDUCA
 
TIONAL DEPOSITORY 'VAS FOUNDED A
D THE PUBLIC 
OBJECTS WHICH IT SERVES. 


In 
Iay, 1870, the Chief Superintendent of Education thus expounded tbe 
principles upon which tbe Depository Branch of the Department of Education was 
founded: 


I commend the facts contained in this paper to the dispassionate consideration 
aId judgment of the MembeTS of the Legislature, and others w-ho fee] anxious to 
pTomote the best interests of our Public S'chools in this direction. In view of the 
United States examples and \\ arnings given further on, and Lord Elgin's testimony to 
the same effect, and our own experience, I am sure there will be no difference o,f 
opinion amongst experienced men on this subject, that, if the Depository be closed, the 
I.egislative Grant fOT this important pUblic service would have to be withdrawn. 


PBESENT POSITION Ar\D IMPORTANT OBJECTS OF THE EDUCATIONAL DEPOSITORY. 


I deem it desirable to refer to the subject, with a view to consider the various 
objections which .have been urged against this -branch of our School Service. 
Previously to doing so, it is proper to state what is the position which the Depos- 
itory o.ccupies in connection with our System of Public Instruction, and what are its 
Objects. It forms a necessary, though subordinate, .feature in that System, and 
annot, 
and should not, be viewed apart from it,-as its existence depends entirely upon that 
(;f the S'chool System itself. It- is the only efficient source of supply to the .schools o.f 
:Maps, Charts, Apparatus, Prize and Library Books. It, o'r some equally effi-cient 
instrumentality for its special object, is as essential to the growth and prosperity of 
our ISchools as is the Normal School for the training of Tea.chers. The one provides 
effective workmen for instructing and training our youth, the other furnishes these 
Workers with the necessary Tools and Appliances .of their Profession, and -furnishes 
them of the best material and at the lowest price. This is all that the Depository: 
professes to do. And yet no one attempts fõ deny that this duty itself o.f supplying 
the Schools with these requisites is a necessarry one, and is essential to the com- 
pleteness of our System, and the thorough efficiency of our Schools, and has been well 
and carefully done. The only question is, .. Who shall do it?" Interested parties, for 
the sole purpose of gain,-oT a disinterested and efficient Agency, such as this, whos!! 
l"esponsiblIities to the Government and Legislature are commensurate with its obliga- 
tions to make the S'.chools entrusted to its care the SiQurce and centre of light and 
knowledge throughout the Country? This question I now propose, as far 'as possible, 
to answer in full. 
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FJBST OBJECTION-ALLEGED INTERFEBENCE OF THE DEPOSITORY WITH THE .. BOOK TRADE." 


And first, it is objeded that the operations of the Depository interfere with the 
f300k trade. This objection has been frequently discussed and refuted, and probably 
Dy none more effectively than by one of the most experience'd Members of the Book 
Trade itself in Canada, who, -in 1858, with other Booksellers, addressed a Memorial 
to the Legislature on the subject, from which we .make the following extract:- 
.. YOUT Mem'Ûrialists are of the decided opinion that the establishment of the 
Educational Depository has done a great deal in fostering a desire for Literature among 
the people of Canada, and .has indirectly added to the wealth of persons in the Book 
Trade, inasmuch as the desire for general Literature has been supplied thro.ugh their 
means; and your Memorialists would respectfuI'ly :refer for a proof o.f this to the 
Cüstoms Returns attending this branch of Trade in the Province of Canada." 
These Returns, (compiled from the time when the Depository went into operation 
down to the present), are as follows :-They speak conclusively as to the groundlessness 
of the charge which is in effect that $15,0,00 or $20,000 '" orth o.f Books imported by 
the Department, as against $300,000 to $350,000 worth imported by the Booksellers 
of Ontario alone, is an interference with" the trade!" The Tables are as follows:- 


BOOK IMPORTS INTO OXTARIO AND QUEBEC, 185ú-1869. 
The following Statistical Table has been compiled from the <<Trade and Kavigation 
Returns" for the years s-pecified, shov. ing the gross value of Books, (not Maps, or ISchool 
Apparatus), impörted into Ontario and Quebec. 


---- 
Val ue of Books Value of Books Total yalue of Proportion 
Year of Import. I entered at 'entered at Books imported for the 
Ports in the Ports in the imported into Education 
Province of Proyince of the two Department of 
Queùec. Ontario. Provinces. Ontario. 
1850......... . $101,880 $1-H,700 $2-l3,380 $ 84 
1851. . 120,700 171,732 292,432 3,296 
1852. . lH,176 159,268 300,H-l 1,288 
1853. . . .. .. . .. . 158,700 25-l,280 .n2,980 22,76-l 
185-1. . . . . . . . . . . 171,452 307,808 479,260 4-l,060 
1855. 19.t,356 33
,792 533,H8 25 ,62.t 
185(>' . . .. .. . __ . 208,636 -127,992 (i36 ,628 10,208 
1857. .. . . . . .. .. 224,400 309,172 533,572 16,028 
1858...,...... . 171,255 191,9-l2 363,197 10 , 692 
1859. . .. .. . . .. . 139,057 18-1,30-l 323,361 5,308 
1860... __ 155,60-l 252,50-l 408,108 8,8-l6 
1861.......... .1 183,612 3H,621 530,233 7,782 
1862.......... . 183,887 2-l9,23-l -l33,221 7,800 
1863. . . . .. . . .. . 18-1,652 276,673 -161,325 4,085 

 of 186.!. . 93,308 127,233 220,5-11 4,668 
186-1-5. . . . . . . . . 189,386 200.30-1 389,690 9,522 
1865-6. . . . . . . . . 222,559 2.t7,7-l9 470,308 l-l,7-l9 
1866-7. . . . . . 233,837 273,615 507,452 30,743 
1867-8.. . 224,582 25-l,0-lR 478,630 12,374 
1868-9. . .. . .. .. 27R,91-l 373,758 652,672 11,874 


Up to 1854, the "Trade an,d Navigation Returns" give the value of Books -entered 
at every Port in the t",o Provinces separately; af.teT that year, the Reports give the 
Ilames of the principal Ports only, and the rest as "Other Ports." In 1854, the pro- 
þ0rtion entered in Quebec was within a fraction of the t.hird part of the whole, aad, 
accordingly, in compiling this Tahle for the yeaTS 1855-69, the value entered in "Other 
Ports" is divided ,between Ontario and Quebec, in the vroportion of tv.o-third
 to the 
former, and one-third to the latter. 
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The Memorial then proceeds:- 
"Your Memorialists would fUIther .urge the fad that the destruction of the De- 
pasitory would be attende,d with grave consequence to. the people of Canada, seeing that 
a pure and healthy fountain of LiteratUIe would be destroyed, and the advantage lost 
that Public Schools have enjoyed of forming the nucleus of Public Libraries at an easy 
and reasonable rate." 


PROOFS OF PROSPERITy-THE GLOBE'S REPORTS OF THE BOOK TRADE, 1860-1870. 


From the "Annual Review of Trade," published yearly in the Toronto. Globe 
newspaper, I make the following extracts to show how groundless has .been the charge 
af "interference" by the DepartJrnent with the "Book Trade." Indeed, so little was 
the so-called "interference" felt that the operations of the Depository have never been 
once mentioned in the yearly "Trade Reviews." 
The 'remarks of The Globe, In the "Review" of 1867, are highly significant, and 
only go to prove the statement often made, that the "Book Trade" has profited largely 
by the existence of the Depository. The Globe says :-"Looking about us, and casting 
()ver the classes that are likely to 'produce the demand for Books, we fail to account for 
the great strides in the Book Trade of the Province." We, however, can most satis- 
factorilY account for them. The operations of the Depository extend to every part of 
the Province, and into Township after Township, where not a single Book can be 
purehased from "the Trade." The names even of many of these Townships are so new 
that few in the community know them, for instance:-:\fatarwatchan, Griffith, Bexley, 
Dysart, Harvey, :\1inden, Morrison, Keppel, etcetera. And yet to the S.chools in these, 
as well as in most of the othe'r Townships, the Department is constantly sending 

lUndreds of Volumes of the choicest Prize and Li,brary Books. The very first knowle-dge 
"hich the people have of the existence of many of thè Books sold by "the Trade" is 
from the packages sent out by the Department. The Annual Review .for 1862 reveals 
the .character of the Books circulated by "the Trade" before the present syStem of 
sending out Prize Books by the Department had time to develop itself. The Globe 
"Review" saY5:-"For years the Country has been fiooded ",ith the lowest and most 
trashy dass of Literature from the American Press." The whole effort of the Depart- 
ment has been to counteract this deplorable effect 'Of the operations of the "Book 
Trade" when in possession of the field, and the resuR of its efforts fullY accounts for 

he "great strides in the Book Trade of the Province" in 1867, which The Globe review 
failed to. understand, or appreciate. I now give [rom The Globe the following extracts 
from its Annual Reviews of Trade:- 
1860.-"This branch of Trade, the existence of which in its present distinct char- 
acter only dates back a few years, has been prosperous during the past season, and is 
rapidly becoming an important item in the commerce of the City." 
1861.-"No change of material importance has taken place in this Trade during 
the year. Sales have not been so large as were anticipated, yet they do not fall short 
(If those of tlie preced:ing year. The depressed .condition of the Trade in the United 
States has caused a number of bankrupt st<><:ks to 'be thrown into the market, at this 
with a very little of re
lly sound Literature. . . . Notwithstanding this, however, 
the regular legitimate Trade has not languished, and on the whole has resulted satis- 
factorily. . . . . The Retail Trade is in a generally healthy condition, and its 
<"haracter, especially in the Country, is yearly Improving." 
1862.-"The year's business in this branch of Trade has been quite satisfactory. 
Aahough perhaps less in extent, in common with other departments, it has been quite 
as profitable if not more so than in former years. A gratifying fad is found 
in the improved character of the works introduced into general circulation. For years 
Books whose only merit was their bulk and binding had been hawked into every nook 
of the Province by a migratory -tribe of itinerant Peddlers." 
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1863.-"The ÌJmprovement which we, from time to time, have notice-d in this branch 
of business, has, during the year just closed, been fully maintained. The Trade has 
been healthy and 'Profitable, and in e
tent it exceeds that of previous years. 
We are glad this year to report a still greater improvement in the character of the 
Hooks and Periodicals most generally read and circulated in the Province. English 
Books, as a rule, are having a ,much increased sal;:)>. . . . . In all points of view 
there Is much room for congratulation as to the improved condition o.f the Book Trade 
in Canada." 
1866.-"The Book Trade of the Province is, year by year, assuming larger propor- 
tions, and it is a matter of no little congratulation that each year this important 
I:>ranch of commerce is rapï.dIY extending Use,lf." 
1867.-"Looking about us, and casting over the classes that are 1ikely to produce 
the -demand for Books, we fail to account for the great strides in the Book Trade of the 
Province. . . . There is a large importation of Books in miscellaneous literature, 
and in professional and other high classes, which evinces the great growth of the Trade, 
and speaks we.ll fo'r the reading predilections of the people." 
1869.-"The Houses in this department of trade report a large increase of business 
during the year, espe'Cially in Books. BrUish publications continue to take the lead 
in the market." 


Sr.COND OBJECTIOX-"lF BOOKS AND 
IAPS ARE SUPPLIED, THE GOVERNMENT OUGHT ALSO TO 
SUI'l'LY OTHER ARTICLES,-I
 FAC'l'--EVERYTIIlN(; TO EVERYBODY!" 


The second objection is that if the Government, through the Education Department,. 
supplies its S<:hools with Maps, Charts and Library Books, it ought also, to show its 
f'onsistency, supply the public, through other departments organized for that purpose, 
with Boots and Shoes, Bottles and Brooms, etcetera,-in fact, that It should supply 
everybody with everything! This is the climax of all the objections! And yet these 
very objectors, from the height of their commercial dignity, quite overlook the fact, that, 
in almost every pUblic interest, in which the Government embarks, it is invariably 
ita own machinist, its own producer, and its own purveyor, for those very wants which 
it has cTeated or developed, or which have grown up under its fmperintendence. 


INSTANCES OF GOVERNMENTAL INTERFERENCE WITH "THE TRADE" WITHOUT OBJECTION. 


Look, for instance, at the Army and Navy, the Milit.ia, the Post Office, the Public 
Departments, and the various other pUblic Institutions, or interests, which the Gov- 
ernment of the Country spe-cially undertakes to manage, or develop. Look even at the 
latest application of this principle in England, under the sanction of Parliament, by 
which the very Telegraphs, which were formerly managed by "the Trade" in England, 
have all been absorbed by the Government, because the public interests will In the end 
be better served by it than by private companies, or individuals. 
We find also, in our own Prov.ince, that the very CDats, Trowsers, Caps, etcetera, 
,"om by the Volunteers and Militia, are all supplied by the Government. In England 
the Admiralty build the.ir own Ships, and sell those not required; and here, and III 
England, and elsewhere, the Public Officers are sUp'pilÏed by the Government with all 
the Stationery they require, bought and distributed as the Ðep.osiÍtory buys Books. 
The wants and necessities of the Country, and the interests of the public are the only 
standards of duty which the Government acknowledges, or by which it is guided in 
these matters. It must be sole judge in the case. 


FURTHER ILLUSTRATIONS-THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS VB. PRIVATE SCHOOLS, TEACHERS, TUTOa8. 


In his Report for 1854, the Chief Superintendent further illustrates this point 
as fol]ows:- 
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The objection is ,based upon the ackno\V ledged fact, that Schoo'ls, Requisites and 
Books are supplied to local Municipalities much more economically and advantageously 
tor the latter ,by the aid of Government than by private traders. It is then a question 
whether the interest of PubUc Schools and Municipalities are fiTSt to be consulted or 
those of private individuals? 
It is also to be observed that the same objection may be urged upon the same 

round and with equal force against any system of Public School whatever, as they 
Interfere with the gain o.f the private Teacher; for, in pro'Portion to the excellence of 
Public Schools, and the degree in which they are aided by the Legislative Grants and 
local Assessments. and education is to individuals thus cheapened. will Private Schools 
decline, and the inter
t of private Teachers be affected? The interests of a class of 
private Teachers are a.s much entitled to protection against the competition of Public 
Schools, as are the interests of a class of private Booksellers to prote-ction against the 
competition of Government in supplying the Public Schools with the requisite Maps. 
Apparatus and Libraries. If the interests of an individual, or a class, are to be placpd 
before those of the community at large, then there can be no System of Public Instruc- 
tion whatever, nor any public aid to any branch of the education of the people. But 
Slh'h an objection has never been admitted in the Government aud Legislature of any 
enlightened Country. 
The ground on which the Pub!,ic Schools and Municipalities are provided with 
8('hool Requisites and Libraries, thIough the medium of a Public Department, and by 
means of public Grants. is as unquestionable as it i'S simple and obvious. It is the 
iegitimate consequence of having Public Schools, ,for, if a people determine through 
their Legislature that they will have Pubùic S'chools at all, it is clear that those Schools 
should be made as efficient as possible, and that nothing should be omitted to render 
them so. If it is, therefore, the duty of the Legislature to promote the education of 
the peoople by the establishment of Public Schools. it is equally 11:s duty to provide all 
possible .facilities and means for supplying those SdlOOls with the Maps, Apparatus 
and Libraries they require and which render them most instrumental in educating 
and Instructing the people. . 
Besides, nearly all the Maps and other articles of School Apparatus, and most 
of the Books for the Libraries, were unknown in the Country and would have been 
unknown, had they not been introduced by the agency of a Public Depal tment. I 
believe that private Booksellers have largely p-rofited by what I have done in this 
respect;. that they have found demand for many Books which no doubt have first ,been 
made known in the Official Catallogue. and through the medium of the Public !School 
Libraries. They have the entire and exclusive possession of the field of private trade; 
ana with this they should be satisfied, without claiming to be the sole and uncontrolled 
medium of supplying the Public Schools and Muni-cipalities with BooltS and School 
Apparat-us. 


THE LATE EARL OF ELGIN'S OPINION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS FEATURE OF OUR WORK. 


The magnitude and importance of this noblest feature 0'[ our Public School System 
"'as deeply felt by Lord Elgin, who, in one of his valedictory Addresses, delivered on 
leaving the Province, referred to the "Township and County Libraries as the Crown 
and Glory of the Institutions of the Province!" This is certainly the true light in 
which to view such great instruments in the hand of Providence, for the ,a;melioration 
of society and the enlightenment of the public mind. The youth attending, our School.:; 
are taught to read, and read they will, either for good, or evil. It, the-refore, becomes 
an important and momentous question in all Systems of Public Instruction, how shall 


· This they acknowledge In the Memorial to the Legislature, already quoted by me. 
and It Is proved by the extracts given from The Globe .. Reviews" of the .. Book 'l'rade." 
In a previous part of this paper. 
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this want be supplied-this craving for intellectual food be satisfied. The question has 
ever been an anxious one with me. Each step has Ibeen caref.ully pondered, and each 
conclusion has been cautiously arrive,d at. It is therefore a matter of satisfaction to 
know that this care and anxiety has not been in vain, but that there have been put 
Into circulation in Upper Canada [nearly 700,000 1 ] Volumes of choice and excellent 
works, [up ,to the end of 1869], relating to almost every department of Literature and 
Science. 


ApPRECIATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL DEPOSITORY BY THE SCHOOLS AND THE PUBLIC. 


As eV'idence how entirely the sympathies of the Co-untry are with the Department 
in this matter, it is proper to remark that no complaint is heard, except from about 
half a dozen interested parties. The increase in the operations of the Depository since 
1851 have been remarkable, not only for the amount of IIIlIoney voluntarily sent in .for 
Books, Maps and Apparatus, but also in regard to the number of these requisites sent 
out. These facts, the following Table will abundantly show:- 


OPERATIONS OF THE EDUCATIONAL DEPOSITORY FROM 1851 TO 1869. 


I 
I Value of articles 
Money sent in to 
ent to the Schools, Number of Volumes 
Year of Operation. the Deposi.tory including the 100 of Library 
by Trustees and per cent. aU owed and Prize Books 
1 others. on Trustees' sent out. 
I remittances only. 
185] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . $ 4,233 $ 4,233 22,800 
1855 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,690 22,251 21,320 
1860 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,476 27,537 32,370 
1865. . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,130 26,442 48,483 
1869....................... . 20,243 34,808 61,085 


The grand tota.} of moneys received by the Department from Trustees and others 
for School Requisites up to the end of 1869, ""as $291,G12; the valrue of the articles sent 
out was $489,
15, (or nearly $500,000 w'Orth); and the total number of Books despatch
d 
during the same time was 691,561, (or nearly 70.0,0010 Volumes). 


OPINIONS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND OTHERS AS TO THE REQUISITES SENT OUT. * 


As to the satis.faction felt by- the School Trustees and others, to whom these 
Requisites v. ere sent, we make the following extracts from letters received at the 
Department, viz.:- 


Lindsay. "Please accept my best thanks for the choice selection you have made 
me for our Library. Also, for the beautiful Township Prize. Everyone is delighted with 
it. We have enquired at some Book Store as to the price of our Lib-rary Books, and find 
}'our 'terms such as you state them to be. The best thing Doctor Ryerson can do is 
to publish his prices with those of the Booksellers. It 'will be the best possible adver- 
tisement. What I have seen stated somewhere is 'Perfectly true as to the advantage 
to BookseI.lers derived .from your Establishment. The more Libraries established 
through the Country, the greater the taste for reading, and the larger the trade to 
r;ratify that taste. 'L'appetit vient en mangeant,' is as true of reading as eating." 


· By reference to the ProceedIngs of the House of Assembly in 1871-1872 It wl1l be 
seen that numerous Petitions were presented to it praying that the Education Department 
be authorIzed to supply the Schools with Maps, Apparatus and Books. 
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Hullett.-"The Books you sent us ,last year gave saUsfaction.'" 
Euphernia.-"Your selection of Prize Hooks. last December. was very suitable." 
Emily.-"The Prizes sent gave the greatest satisfaction.. and we hope to send for 
similar favours once, or twice. a year." 
Raleigh.-"We got a 
umber 1 pa.ckage of Prize Books last year, whieh was very 
satisfactory." 
Usborne Township.-"The Books. ($40 worth,) which we received last year from 
the Department for a Township Competitive Examination gave entire satisfaction, and 
the Council begs you will make the sele-ction for this year also for $80 worth," 
Blandford.-"You made a selection for us last year. and the selection suited us 
very '\veIl. wm you have the kindness to make one again." 
Pakenham Township.-"PerlI!it me to thank you for your courtesy in sending the 
Prizes at the time you did for the Townshi'p Competitive Examination. The 61 Volumes 
were excellent Books:' 
Kincardinc.-"Your selection last year suited admirably well:' 
Dawn.-"The Prize Books for this School Section were duly received. and gave 
excellent satisfaction:' 
Dorchester South.-"We ordered Prize Books last year. leaving you to make the 
selection and, as you pleased us so well. we leave it with you this time aLso. believing 
yeu will send us a good selection.'" 
ilIinto.-"The Books you sent us last year pleased very well. You are ,better qualified 
to make the selection than we are. and by doing so you will much oblige:' 
Ma1"mora.-"We got a lot of Prize Books last year. and the year before. which 
gave good satisfaction." 
Renfrew Union School.-"You have favoured us by making an excellent selection 
of such Books for some years already. and I trust that I may rely on your kind promise 
of continuing to do so." 
Brighton and Murray Union Section.-"We have received. and are pleased with 
the Books for Prizes." 
Woodhouse.-"I find the Merit Cards you sent a useful incentive to study:' 
Oamden East.-"Having just received a lot of Prize Books for our Day Schoo], 
with which we were \\ ell,l pleased; we think we cannot do better than to send to the 
Department for a Sabbath School Library:' 
Brockville.-"We prefer your selection to our own:' 
Olinton.-"We were much pleased with your selection:' 
Hastings Co., N.R.-"I have great pleasure in stating that the Prize Books selectet} 
ùy the Department gave general satisfaction." 
Dumfries South.-"Your own selection is preferred to ours." 
Hullet.-"In previous years, we have had every reason to be pleased with the 
assortment sent from your Department. and mere.Jy forward you the above information 
tor your guidance in selecting." 
Kincardine Township.-"I might state that the effect produced by these fine [:Merit] 
Cards is charming. I consider them far superior even to Prize Books:' 
MooTe.-"The selection of Books by the Department last year was exceHent. and 
we intend to leave the choice to you again:
 
PlamboTo' West.-"I find that the Merit Cards are a great assistance to the 
Teacher." 
Nelson.-"The selection of Prize Books, made by the DepartJrnent last year, gave 
great satisfaction; we therefore leave the selection on this occ8Jsion with it also." 
Admaston.-uTrustees and Teachers are beginning io see the 'benefits resulting from 
the Merit and Prize System, and to adopt it in their Schools." 
NormanbY.-"I take this opportunity of remarking that the Department. in the 
different selections which it has made for the Trustees requiring Prizes; with whom I 
have been employed. has always given the greate'St satisfaction." 
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Keppel.-"At the Annual Meeting of our School Section, we passed a Resolution 
appropriating a portion of the S.chool .money to the purchase of some Books for a SecUo. 
Library from the Education Department. It was well expressed by one man at the 
meeting-'when we learn our youth to read, if we do not give good books Into their 
hands, they will find bad ones,''' 
St. Thomas Union School.-"And have great pleasure in stating the selection by 
the Department of Prize Books Is very satisfactory," 
Farmersville Grammar School.-"Durlng the year, $30 worth of Prize Books were 
distributed with pleasing results, I dee.m it no inconsiderable thing to have the pleasure 
of distributing su-ch an amount of sterling English reading 8Jmong the youth of the 
Country. The effects cannot be estimated, but are in the hand of Providence." 


THIRD OBJECTION-THAT THE MO!iEYS RECEIVED ARE NOT DULY ACCOUNTED FOR. 


On this point, I need only quote two authorities:-1st, the ChIef Superintendent's 
Letter to the Editor of The Globe on the 13th April, 1866; and 2nd, the Re'port of the 
Committee of the House of Assembly on the Depository, dated January, 1869. 
First P1"oof.-In my Lette'r to the Editor of The Globe, I say:-Mr. Brown has 
more than once learned Iby examination, in his capacity as Chairman of a Parliamentary 
Committee on the subject, that every farthing received at the Depository, "difference" 
and all, is transferred directly to the "Public Chest," by being deposited in the Bank 
to the credit of the Receiver-General; that every single purchase made at the Depository 
Is, and .has been, for the last fifteen years, vouched for by the signature of the purchaser, 
(a precaution not taken by any Bookseller, or mercantile EstabUshment); that for every 
payment made to any Person out of the proceeds of Depository Sales, a Voucher is lodged 
<-very Imonth with the Auditor of Pub-He Accounts. 
Second Proof.-The Report of the Sub-Committee of the HOlLse of Assembly, (with 
the Honourable John McMurrich as its Chairman), thus s'peaks:- 
"Your Committee find that the sy'stem adopted by the Department is of as thorough 
and complete a character, that no funds ,can by any possi,bility be received without /being 
checked by proper Officers, whose several dutie,s require them to make entries in vari- 
ous Books, through which every item can readily be traced. 
"They find that al
 Moneys received ,by the Department are regularly depos.ited 
to the ,credit of the Government, with the exception of moneys inten<ted to be disbursed 
In the purchase of artic-Ies outside of the Institution [Trustees' Hchool Seals merely], 
and that all Expenditures are made by cheque, propcr'!y countersigned by the different 
Heads of the Departments to which they respectively belong. 
"'They find that a perfect system of registration of every communication .re,ceived 
by the Department is maintained, by means of which the several Officers to whose 
department the Communication has reference, are immediately apprized of the contents, 
Bnd answers are promptly returned to the same. 
"Your Committee find that the amount year]y received by the Department froon 
the Municipalities for Books, M,aps, etcetera, is very cons,iderahle, amounting in 1868 
to $20,0,04.20, which sum is paid directly into the Public Treasury, and shoUild the 
regarded as an offset against the amount granted to the Department." 


FOURTH OBJECTION-THAT THE DEPOSITORY IS A COST TO THE PROVINCE. 


On this point, I will quote the authorities just cited, videllcet:-The Committee 
of the House of Assembly, merely 'Premising that the entire cost of Salaries, freight, 
mhipping expenses, duty, insurance, fuel, printing and other contingencies in the cost 
o! management is defrayed out of the small profits of the Depository Use<lf, and not 
by the Province. 
FiTst PToof.-The Chief Superintendent, In the Letter to The Globe, quoted above, 
says:-":vJr. Brown has more than once learned by examination, In his capacity as a 
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Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on the subject . . . that the expense of 
the Depository and its management is included in the cost of articles furnished 
b)" it for the Public Schools; that the Deposito-ry causes not a farthing's expense to 
the Government in any way whatever; and that every penny of the 'difference' arising 
from the cost and sale of any Book or :\laps goes into the ''Public chest,' to the credit 
of the Province." 
Second Proof.-The Committee of the House of Assembly demonstrate the fact itself 
in the following statement:-. 
"In connexion with this subject, your Committee submit the following statement, 
showing the cost of Books, Maps, etcetera., and the amount received for the same from 
1850 to 1867, inclusive. Also the amount received from the Government on account 
thereof, videlicet: 


The total amount paid for Books, Maps, etcetera, imported from 
1850 to 1867, was ..................................... $271,869 52 
Purchases in :Montreal ............................. ....... 3,990 06 
Articles manufactured, or purchased, in Toronto ............ 93,146 88 


Total .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $369,006 46 


Freight, Agency, Packing, Printing, Insurance, Salaries, and 
Expenses ............................................ 73,60-0 19 


$442.606 65 


Value of Books dispatched. Libraries, Including the 100 per 
cent. granted ......................................... $123.298 97 
Maps, prizes, etcetera ............,......................... 213,993 78 
Do sold, without Grant, (Text Books), etcetera............ 82,182 59 


$419,475 34 


Grants received from Government on this account, from 
185(}..67 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Less remitted Receiver-General ..................".. 


$253,518 48 
66,378 69 


$187,139 79 


If we deduct half of the above mentioned amounts { $123,298 97 
(on which the 100 per cent. was allowed)...... 213,993 78 
$337,292 75 
We get the amount of local contribution, which is ................ 168,646 37 
Which Is the amount of stock dispatched over the above what 
we paid for. 


Taking then the Grants of the Government as a.bove ....... $187,139 79 
And deducting the 'Proportion of stock as above ............ 168,646 37 


Leaves a balance of ................................. $18,493 42 
Which amount is fully covered by the Stock on hand." 
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FOUR REASONS WHY "THE TRADE" IS INCOMPETENT TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE DEPOSITORY 
IN SUPPLYING DUB SCHOOLS. 


To the statement that private Booksellers can supply the Library wants of the 
Schools, as well, or nearly as well, as the Education Department, my reply is four-fold:- 
1st. That a Department, specially charged with the care and oversight of the 
Schools, being a disinterested party, must be much better quaHfied to minister to the1r 
wants in these respects than interested parties, who, as a rule, have no other object in 
view than commercial gain. 


2nd. That the experience of Educationists on this subject in the United States 
is, that BookseHers, through their Agents and Travellers throughout the rural parts, 
have, with SOiffie good Books, dispoßed of immense quantitiés of pernicious and worthless 
Books. (See the illustrations on this subject quoted herewith). 
3rd. That, if the right of supp'ly is thrown open to Booksellers indiscriminately, 
the bad, as well as the good, wiH take advantage of the facilities thus offered for 
1l0oding the Country with their own publication.s, without check, or restraint. Indeed, 
tl1at restraint is openly and strongly -repudiated by The Globe and other interested 
Kewspapers. To restrict the right of srupply to one, or more, Publishers would ibe to 
perpetuate the so-called "monopoly" in its most oppressive and offensive ,form. If a 
change be made at all, it mUßt be in the direction of throwing open the right of supp,ly, 
snd giving all Vendors alike full permission to circulate such Books as they please- 
bad and good---<>r, what would be preferable, withdraw the Grant altogether. 


4th. No private Publishing Hou'Se, even in the Cities, could, without having the 
"monopoly" of sUPP'ly secured to it, be able to keep more than one-half of the variety 
of Books, Maps, Charts and AJpparatus, which would be necessary for circulation in our 
6,OÜO Schools. Nor could it supply them at anything like the low prices at which they 
arC' now furnished to the Trustees. 


REASONS WHY THE BOOKSELLERS MAKE, OR PROMPT, THESE ATTACKS UPOS 
THE DEPARTMENT. 


I have now, I trust, amply met the four principal objections 'Which the Booksellers 
ostensibly urge against the Depos-itory. I s.hall now refer to the reail reas'Ûn, which 
is carefully kept out of sight, but 'Which prompts them to their unceasing ho'Stility to the 
Department. It is, however, well understood. The Depository so far "interferes.' 
wUh the gains of the Bookselilers that, In the interests of the Schools, it keeps down 
the prices of Books*-it excludes the "trash" spoken of in The Globe's "Trade Reviews," 
end the 'Pernicious, or doubtful, . Literature of which The Globe Is thus practica.lily the 
c!:ampion,-whi1e the Depository provides a far more extenstve variety of Books, 
Maps and Apparatus, than any Bookseller can do. 


· This Is evident from the fact stated In the Globe's Trade Review for 1867, .. that the 
Book!':ellers In general sell English books at 25 cents for the shllIing sterling." II This," 
the review states, .. is more than can be said of any other class of importers, whose good
 
'\Jay no duty," etcetera. The Depository price is 20 cents for the shilling sterling. 
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BOOK TRADE AND DEPOSITORY PRICES OF BOOKS CoMPARED. 


Names of Books from Toronto Booksellers' Catalogues, 
and those of the Depository (chiefly Nelson's and 
Routledge's publications). 


I 
I 
Coìlier's History of England. ... .... . ... .. .. .... . ... . ...1 
Cassells' Natural History, 2 vols . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cassells'Illustrated Bunyan........................... 
Beauties of Poetry, etcetera. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Favourite Poems by Gifted Bard., .. .... .... .... .... .... 
Wilmott's Sacred Poetry. . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . - . . . . - . . . . . . 
Precepts in Practice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Anna :Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Faithful and True. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ruined Cities of the East. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 
Flower of the Family.. .. .. ..., .... ... . .... .... .... .... 
Robert and Harold .... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Hester and I .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bundle of Sticks.. . . .. . . .. ........................... 
First of June. . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Kane's Arctic Expedition. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Scott, Cowper, etcetera ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . each ' 
Chaucer, Tasso, Eliza Cook. . .,. . ... . . .. . ... .... ... . each' 
Wisdom, Wit and Allegol'Y, Epoch Men, Annals of C.I 
and Romantic Lives, :\lerchant Enterprise, Sunset inl 
Provence, etcetera ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each 
Evenings with the Poets... . ... . . .. . . .. . . .. _ .., . ... . ...1 
Scottish Chiefs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exiles in Babylon. . . .. .... . .,. .... . ... . . .. . . ., . . .. . . .. 
Shepherd of Bethlehem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Burning and Shining Lights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . 
Christian Character. .. .... . .,. . ... . . .. . ... . .., . ... . .., 
Thompson's Land and the Book. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lives made Sublime. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Living in Earnest. .... _... .... .... .... .... _... .... -... 
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PR\.CTICE AKD OI'nIO
S OF A:\IEBICAK EDUCATIONISTS I
 REGARD TO SeCR A DEPOSITORY. 


[Having sent to the Chief Educational Officer of each of the United States full par- 
ticulars in regard to our Educational Depository with the objections to it on the part of 
Canadian Book Sellers, they replied as follows:-] 
The Commilssioner of Public Schools, in the S'tate of Rhode Island, in discussing 
the whole question of School Libraries, thus remarks:- 
''The plan of providing such District School Libraries, adopted by the Parliament 
o
 Canada West, is undoubtooly t'he wisest that has yet been acted upon. It is in 
short this :-The Parliament by vote appropriated a specific sum to purchase a suitable 
number of Books, Charts and articles of Apparatus for School and School Libraries. 
This sum was expended under the direction of the Chief S'uperintendent of PUblic 
FA ucation, and a large Depository of exceLlent and select Books for the reading of 
youth and olller persons was made at the Office of Education. Whenever any School 
District or Municipality wishes to form a Library, it may send to the Offi-ce of the 


(a) The one hundred per cent. allowed makes up the difference in price; but this 
column shows the actual net sum paid for the books by the School Trustees. 
(b) The estimated expenses of the Depository, and the enUre cost of Its management, 
are of course included In these catalogue prices. They are on an average about currency 
for sterling. 
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General Stuperintendel1t a sum not less than Five dollars, and the Superintendent adds 
one 'hundred per 
ent. to the sum, and returns, at cost price, such Hooks to the District 
as may, Iby a Committee, 001' otherwise, have been selected from the printed catalogue 
of the Depository. Thus the Books that go into Libraries are Books that have been 
well examined, and -contain nothing that is frivolous, or that could poisoOn the moralø 
of those who read them; the Libraries 'Purchase them at the reduced price, and, of 
course, can obtain a m ueh larger amount oOf readIng matter for their money than as 
though they had each made the purchase direct from the Booksellers for themselves, 
and at the same time they are stimulated to do something for themselves -as well as to 
aøk that something may be done for them. It is believed that some such plan .might 
be carried Into effect in our own State greatly to the profit of the whole community." 
In regard to the State of New York, the Chief Superintendent of EducatioOn In 
Upper Canada, in his Special Report to ,the Legislature in 1858, says:- 
"The unsatisfactory working and declining state of the PubIi-c School Library 
System in the State of New York, as detailed in the Report, is a sufficient illustration 
of the fruits of what is demanded by ,the Bookselling Assailants of our Public Li'brary 
System, in a Country where the private Book Trade is much more extended in its 
supplies and operations than in Upper Canada. 
"Whether, therefore, our system of providing Public Libraries, as well as Maps. 
Globes, and other School Apparatus, Ibe considered in regard to the higher, or lower, 
grounds above stated, the conclusion is that which was expressed by the President of 
the American Association for the Advancement of Education at a late Anniversary of 
that noble society, as quoted by the Earl of Elgin in a 
peech at Gllasgow. after his 
re::turn from Canada. The Report says :-'The President made some remarks on the 
c1ifficuUy in the United States of procuring proper Libraries for Schools, keeping out 
bad Books, and procuring good ones at reasonable rates. ,and he strongly recommended 
fee system adopted by the Education Department at ToroOnto, Canada West.' " 
Examples of the practice in other States, and in NoOva Scotia, Australia, etcetera. 
(which are in the main similar to that in our oOwn Province), will be found on pages 40 
and 43 oOf the Special Report just adopted. 
As to the evils. even in our own Province, of placing works of a doubtful kind in 
the hands of youth. we refer to the painful cases oOn this subject mentioned in the 
Jou1'nal of Educ.ation for Arpril, 1861, and the further illustrative papers on the subject 
in the Journal for November, 1865. 


CAUTIONS AND W AENINGS OF AMERICAN EVUCATIONISTS ON THE SUBJECT. 


I have already cited the opinion of two prominent American authoOrities in favoOur 
of the Depository system adopted in this Province. In the Jou1'nal of Education for 
June. 1867. will be found Regulations similar in effect to those in this Province, which 
have been adoOpted in MIchigan, Maryland. Nova Scotia, and Australia. 
We will now quote the following extracts from the Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction for the State of Michigan on this subject. He says after speakins 
of some other difficulties in -carrying out their Libera-I sys1tem :- 
"But a worse evil grew up in the systematic ,pl8.lns of peddlers to palm upon the 
Libraries a mass of cheap, trashy. and often pernicious Literature. One or two wealthy 
Booksellers ke'Pt their peddling Agents traversing the State, and many are the trickø 
by which they boasted that they cajoled the Inspectors. A few Libraries were welt 
selected and weLl kept; -but so valueless for public good, and especially for the education 
oOf the young, had the great majority become, that all intelligent friends of Education 
desired a change." 
(See an illustration of the existence of this pernicious system of peèLdUng in our 
Province, given In The Globe'8 Book Trade Review for 1862. which I quote.) 
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These "wealthy" and other "Booksellers" here mentioned were determined, how- 
eYer, not to permit their "Trade" to -be interfered with by State authority, and their next 
course of action in the interests of II the Trade" may be best gathered from the fonowing 
notice, which the State Superintendent found it necessary to issue to the Schools:- 
Caution.-School Officers are especially cautioned against travelling Book Peddlers, 
who, pretending to be Agents of the State Contractors, or asserting ,that they will sell 
cheaper than the contract prices, palm on to the Libraries inferior and cheap editions 
of the work selected, or of v. ortWess Books in their 'places, and in common and fraIl 
bIndings. Every Book on this list is contracted for at considerably less than the 
publisher's retail price for the same in common binding, 'While the binding provided 
for by the contract is a ,much more expensive as weLl as durable binding, than ordinary 
cloth, or even sheep binding. 


In the State of New York, the Library System has, under the permcIOUS efforts 
o! itinerant Vendors, as just pointed out" greatly declined. The New York Teacher 
thus gives some of the reasons for this decIine:- 


"The Trustees refuse to be troubled with the care of the Library. They exercise 
a low and pernicious taste in the selection of Books. Dark and bloody tales of war and 
bloodshed, the silly ca.tch-penny publications of unprincipled Publishers, and the dry, 
uninstructive matter of some cheap old Book, usurp the place of the instructive, the 
elevating, the refining, the 'Progressive issues of reputable Publishing Houses. Almost 
daily applications are made to the State Superintendent for permission to apply the 
Library money to the payment of Teachers' wages, and that, too, when the Section fs 
destitute of many useful items of Apparatus; sometimes even of a Globe and Black- 
board." 


STEPS TAKEN BY THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT FOR ONTARIO TO SUPPLY OUR SCHOOLS WITH 
CHEAP AND USEFUL BoOKS, MAPS, AND ApPARATUS, ETCETERA. 


I would now state what are the steps which have been taken by the Ontario De- 
partment to supply the School with Prize and Library Books, Maps and A'pparatus. 
In 1850 and 1851, the Chief Superintendent of Education went to England and the 
United States, and made special and advantageous arrangements with Publishers .there 
to furnish the Department 'With such Books, etcetera, as might be required, at the 
Ie west rates. The arrangements have been revised from time to time. The last 
revision was made in 1867, when the Deputy Superintendent was authorized to proceed 
to England to confer with the leading PUblishers personal[y on the subject, w.hich he 
cHd, and made arrangements with about fifty (forty-seven) Publishers. 
These arrangements for the purchase of Books, etcetera, having been explained to 
the Committee of the House of Assembly, ap'pointe-d to inquire into the matter, together 
witli the terms on w.hich the Books are supplied to the Schools, the Committee of the 
House reported upon the facts as folIows:- 
"Y'Our Committee have also made a thorough investigation of the Depository 
department, and find that the existing arrangements for purchasing stock are satis- 
factory, and well fitted for securing the same on the most favourable terms. The mode 
of disposing of the Books Is equally satisfactory." 


LoRD ELGIN'S OPIÑION ON THE REGULATIONS FOR SELECTING LIBBARY AND PRIZE BoOKS FOR 
THE SCHOOLS. 


"If anything could add force to the Official Documents referred to [detalUng the 
esta.bUshment of our Library System], it would be the penwnal testimony of the Earl 
of Elgin, who was Governor-General of Canada during the whole period of the estab- 
lishment and maturing of the NOrllllal alld Library branches of the School System, who 
IV.-12 
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familiarized himself with its working, and aided .on every possible oC'casion in Its 
,development. On one .occasion, his Lordship hap,pÏly teTtllled the N.ormal School 'the 
.s'f::ed-plot of the wh.ole System'; on another .occasion, with no less fOl"'ce of heart, he 
designated · Township and County Libraries as the Crown and Glory of the Institutions 
of the Province: On his resigning the Government .of Canada, Lord Elgin prepared 
.and presented to Her 
ajesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Col.onies an 
elaborate Report of his Canadian administration. 
.. In that Re,port" date-d December, 1854, he devotes several pages to a comprehen- 
-sive view of .our .sch.ool System, including a minute account of the System .of Puólic 
Libraries, and the general machinery and administration of the S'chool La wand its 
results. . . . After adverting to the comparative state of Education in Upper 
-Canada in the years from 1847 to 1853 inclusive, Lord Elgin prO'ceeds as follows:- 
"In the former of these ye-ars the Normal Sc.hool, which may be considered the 
foundation .of the sYSltem, was instituted, and at the close .of the latter, the first Volume 
i
sued from the Educational Department to the Public School Libraries, which are its 
("l"own and completion. If it may be affirmed of reciprocity with tñe United States, 
that it introduces an era in the commercial history .of the Province; so .may it, I think, 
be said of the latter measure, that it introduces a new era in its educational and 
intellectual history.. . In order t.o prevent misapprehension, however, I may 
.ob-serve that the term School Libraries does not imply that the Libraries are specially 
designed for the benefit of Common School Pupils. They are Public Libraries intended 
for the use of the general pOJ}ulation; and they are entitled School Libraries, be-cause 
their establishment has ,been provided for in the School Acts, and their management 
(,ollfided to the ScholÛl Authorities. 
.. Public School Libraries, then, similar to those which are now being -introduced 
iuto Canada, have been in operation for several years in some States of the neighbour- 
ing Union, and many .of the most valuable features of the Canadian System have been 
horrowed from them. In most of the S'tates, however, which have appropriated founds 
for Library purposes, the selecti.on of Books has beoen left to the Trustees apPointed by 
the different Districts, many .of wlwm 'are ill qualified for the task, and the consequence 
has been that the travelling Peddlers, wh.o offer the most sh.owy Books at the lowest 
vrices, have had the principal share in furnishing the Libraries. This pernicious 
system has 'been revised in introducing the .system into Canada; precautions have been 
taRen, which, I trust, will have the effect of o'bviating this great evil. 
.. In the S.chool Act of 1850" which first set apart a sum .of mlÛney for the estab- 
lishment and support of School Libraries, it is declared to 'be the duty of the Chief 
Superintendent of Education to apportion the sum granted for this purpose ,by the 
Legislature under the folLowing conditions.-' That no aid should be given towards 
the establishment and support .of 'any School Library, unless an equal amount be con- 
t!.tbuted, or expended, from lo'cal sources for the same object'; and the Council of 
Public Instruction is required to examine, and, at its discretion, to recommend, or 
disapprove of, Text Books for the use of Schools, or Books for School Libraries. · Pro- 
\'ided that no portion of the Legislative School Grant shall be a-pplied in aid of any 
School in which any Book is used that has been disaplProved of by the Councll, and 
public notice given of such disapproval: 
II The Council of Public Instruction, in the dis-charge of the responsibiLity thus 
imposed upon it, has adopted, am.ong the General Regulations for the establishment 

nd management of Public School Libraries in Upper Canada, the following Rule:- 
. In order to prevent the introduction of impro,per Books into Libraries, it is required 
that no Book shall be admitted into any Public School Library established under these 
Regulations which is not included in the Catalogue of Public School Library Books 
l)repared ac('ording to law'; and the principles by which it has been guided in perform- 
ing the task of selecting Books for these Libraries are stated in the foll.owlng extract 
1r(lffi the Minutes of its proceedings:- 
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... The Council regards it as imperative that no work of a licentious, vicious, or 
immoral, tendency, and no works hostile to the Christian Religion, should be admitted 
Into the Libraries. 
[A v.ant having beBn felt by Local S'uperintendents, and other local School Author- 
ities, of a judicious selection of standard works of Fiction for the Pu'blic Libraries, 
it has been represented to the Council of PubUc Instruction that such a selection. 
would, to a great extent, supersede the use of pernicious Literature in the Country, 
and would conduce to the elevation of literary Itaste, while the strong desire that II 
felt for light literature for the leisure hour could thus be Innocently gratified. The 
Council acceded to the wish thus expressed in 1868, and have authorized a selection of 
approved works of fiction to be placed on the Catalogue.] 


REGULATlO
S FOR THE SUPPLY OF LmHARY AND PRIZE BOOKS, MAPS AND ApPARATUS, TO THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


These Regulations are as follows:- 
<II. The Chief Superintendent will add one hundred per cent. to any sum or suml, 
not less than Five dollars, transmitted to the Department by the :\lunicipal and School 
Corporations, on behalf of Grammar and Common Schools; and forward Public Library 
Books, Prize Books, Maps, Apparatus, Charts, and Diagrams, to the value of the 
amount thus aUg'mented, upon receiving a list of the articles required. In all cases, 
It will be necessary for any Person, acting on behalf of the Municipal, or Trustee, 
Corporation, to enclose or present a written authority to do so, verified ,by the corporate 
seal of the Cor.porati-on. A selection of Maps, APiparatus, Library and Prize Books, to 
be sent, can always be made by the Department, when so desired." 


FO{jR Knws OF LWRARIES WIlICH :MAY BE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE DEPARTMENTAL 
REGULATIONS. 


<I The Public School Libraries are becoming the crown and glory of the institutions 
cr the Province."-Lord Elgin. 
.. Had I the power, I would scatter Libraries over the v. hole land, as the sower sows 
Ids seed."-Horace Mann. 


Under the Regulations of the Department, each County Council can establish 
four Classes of Libraries in their Municipality as follows:-'City, Town, Village, and 
Township Councils can establish the first three Classes, and Hchool Trustees either of 
the First or Third Classes. 


1. An ordinary Common School Library in each School House for the use of the 
c'hildren and Ratepayers. 
2. A General Public Lending Library, available to all the Ratepayers of the Muni- 
cipality. 
3. A Professional Library of Books on Teaching, School Organization, Language 
and kindred sUibjects, available to School Teachers and Superintendents alone. 
4. A Library In any Public Institution, under control of the 'Municipality, for the 
use -of the Inmates, or in the County Jail, for the use of the Prisoners. 
We cannot too strongly urge upon School Trustees the iIDiPortance and even necessity 
of providing, (especially during the Autumn and Winter months), suitable reading 
Books for the Pu,pils in their School, either as Prizes, or in Libraries. Having given 
the Pupils a taste for reading and general knowledge, they should provide some agree. 
nh1e and practical means of gratifying it. 


· The first and part of the second of these paragraphs have been adopted In the new 
School Law and Regulations of New Brunswlek relating to Public libraries. 
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PROFESSIONAL BOOKS SUPPLIED TO LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEACHERS. 


1. In the Departmental Catalogue are given the net prices at which the Books and 
S.chool Requisites enumerated therein may be obtained by the Public Educational 
Iustitutions of Ontario, from the Depository in connection with the Department. In 
each case, Cash must accompany the Order sent. 
2. Text Books must be paid for at the full Catalogue price. Colleges, vrivate and 
Sunday Schools, will be supplied with any of the articles mentioned in the Catalogue 
at the prices stated. Lo
al Superintendents and Teachers will also be supplied, on 
the same terms, with such educational works as relate to the duties of their profession. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS, MAps AND REQUISITES. 


Books, Maps and other Requisites suitable for Sunday .schools, or for Library, or 
other Literary Associations, can, on receipt of the necessary amount, be supplied from 
the Depository, at the net prices, that is about twenty-five or thirty per cent. less 
Ulan the usual current retail prices. 


ROUTINE IN THE DEPARTMENT IN REGARD TO THE DEPOSITORY. 


From the Report of the Committee of the House of Assembly, and from the Mem- 
orandum of the Deputy Superintendent laid before the House of Assembly in 1869, witb 
the Chief Superintendent's Return on the subject, there are the fo1lowing passages 
relative to the Routine observed i. the management of the Depository. 


1. The Committee of the House of Assembly report as folIo" s:- 
2. The Memorandum of the Deputy Superintendent states that all orders for 
England or the United States for Books and Requisites are prepared by ,him for 
approval by the Chief Superintendent. Requisitions for Articles to be manufactured 
hl the City are supervised by him, for approval by the Chief, before having them 
submitted to tender by the Clerk of Libraries. [Requisitions to the Stationery Office, 
and aU orders for printing to the Queen's Printer from the Department and Normal 
School, are made in the same manner.] 
All Contracts, Agreements, Bills and Invoices, are examined, and payment recom- 
mended .by the Deputy. Bills for articles despatched are compared with the Sales 
Pnper, and approved by him before being sent off by post. 
The selling prices of all Library and Prize Books, and aliI othe,r School Requisites 
received from England and elsewhere, are, under the general scale approved by the 
Chief Superintendent, determined by the Deputy for the Clerk of Libraries, before 
their being marked and put away in their places. 
The selection of Books for local School Libraries and Prizes, after revisal by the 
Clerk of Libraries, is examined and approved by the Deputy Superintendent before 
despatch. The object of this additional supervision is to see that the style, character, 
and number of the Books selected are in accordance with the order and wishes of the 
Municipal Council, or Grammar, Common, or Separate School Trustees sending the 
remittance. This care is the more neceS3ary in ease,s-now becoming more numerous 
every year-when /parties leave the selection of Library and Prize Books entirely to the 
Department. In such cases, regard is had to the condition of the School, the number 
and ages of the Scholars, the character of the neighbourhood, whether old, or new, 
settlement, and the attainments of the Pupils, the nature of the population, whether 
Protestant, or Roman Catholic, or mixed nationality,-whether Irislb, Scotch, or 
German, etcetera, or any other pecuUarity suggested ,by the parties sending the order, 
or Incident to the case. 
NOTE. Great care is taken to prevent the Û'ccurrence of mistakes in the Depository. 
and hitherto with very gratifying success. As a matter of routine, each Clerk having 
anything to ÐO with an Order affixes his Initials to It, indicating that part of it tor 
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which he is responsible. Thus, in case of complaint, which rarely occurs, any neglect, 
or omission, is readily traced. In a year's transactions, involving the sending out about 
$35,0.00 worth of material to the Schools, not more than from six to eight cases occur. 
When they do, the cause is fully inquired into, and every ex.planation given. In most 
instances, It has been found that the fanlt or oversight has been with the local parties 
themselves. 


THE EDUCATIONAL DEPOSITORY ASSAILANTS IN NEWSPAPERS.- 
REPLIES. 


A section of the Booksellers, being represented by some of the Newspapers 
in their attacks, replies were sent to them as follows:- 


THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT TO THE EDITOR OF THE GLOBE. 
In this morning's Globe I observe an editorial Article . . . on "The Govern- 
ment Book Store . . 
I shall not make any remark as to tbe tissue of inaccurate statements contained 
in your remarks. I have assigned any needful vindication of that branch of the De- 
partment to those who have the immediate oversight and management of the De- 
pository, simply suggesting that any misrepresentation should be corrected through the 
medium by which it is made,-in accordance with the advice of the late Lord Macaulay. 
He said:- 
"No misrepresentation should be suffered to pass unrefuted. When a silly Letter 
makes its appearance in the corner of a provin('\:tl Newspaper, it will not do to say, 
'What Stuff!' We must remember that such statements constantly reiterated, and 
seldom answered, will assuredly be believed." 
Two Parliamentary investigations have been instituted on this subject,-the last 
of which was presided over by the Honourable John Mc:Murrich,-bolth have resulted in 
vindicating the Department from every charge brought against it, in demonstrating 
the public economy and advantage of the Depository. American Educationists, who 
have visited Canada and written on the subject, have, without exceJption, named the 
Canadian System, in this respect, to be the best in America. 
In a forthcoming new Edition of the Depository Catalogue of this Department, it 
is proposed to give the Toronto Booksellers' prices in parallel Columns with the prices 
supplied to the Municipalities and School Authorities by the Department, and the 
expense to the Public of each. 
Among the most serious charges made by one of the principal complaining parties 
Is this:-That the Department has refused to supply them with Lever's Novels,- 
Including stories of suc'h rollicking Heroes as Harry Lorrequer, Charles O'Malley, Jack 
Hinton, etcetera,-the Council of Public Instruction, believing that there are too many 
of such characters in tbe Country already, without increasing their number, refused 
to sanction the spending of pu.blic money to buy and circulate Books to eulogize them, 
and place them in the hands of our Youth. 
The Government provides tits own Stationery and its Military Uniforms and 
Equipments for those requiring them, and does not leave It to private Stationers, 
Tailors, or Gunsmiths to do these things; the Government thus aids School and 
Munici:pal Authorities with School Apparatus, Prize and Library Books, but for those 
articles and Books only which, having been examined, are sanctioned 'by public 
authority, as a guarantee of public interests. Individuals collectively and alone in any 
locality have the right of course, to buy and read such Books as they please, as they 
wlll buy and wear such Clothes and buy and use such Guns as they please; but national 
money and national authority should be employed only on what is guaranteed to be 
for the public good by some national authority. 
TORONTO, :\Iarch 28th, 1870. EGERTON RYERSON. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND 
fECHANICS' INSTITUTES SUPPLIED, KOT !?mVATE 
INDIVIDUALS. 


Permit me to correct the errors, in regard to the Educational Depository, into 
which the anonymous Representative of the "Book Trade" has fallen in his Letter 
published in The Globe of this morning. 
1. He assumes that the Departmental Regulations published by a :Vlember of the 
"Young Men's Christian Association" in The Globe of the 29th ultimo are new, whereas 
they have been in ex,istence and acted on for years. . . . Mechanics' Institutes 
and Sunday S'chools have ,been supplied 'With Books, Ma.ps, etcetera, since 1851; and 
one of our earliest Regulations of the Department was that Sunday Schools and 
Teachers should be furnished with Books relating strictly to their duties, or profession. 
2. Kot a single Book has ever, to my knowledge, been sold in the Depo'sitory to a 
p:-ivate individual; so careful are we on this point, that even the Booksellers them- 
selves cannot get Books, Maps, etcetera, from us without giving, in writing, the name 
or the School for which they iIIlay require them. 
As to the "slIence" of the Department in regard to "its returns of gain, or 
profit," I refer you to the Report of the Committee of the House of Assembly. In that 
Report the facts and :figures of "the gain and profit" of the D
ository are given 
in detail. Our Stock Books and yearly Balance Sheets will show how carefully these 
matters ,have been looked after. The Depository pays its own expenses, of Salaries. 
Freight, Duty, Insurance, Printing and other Contingencies, and leaves a small yearly 
surplus, which goes into the II Public Chest," to the credit of the Province. 
4. In regard to the statement that the Depo!ltory is injurious to the Book Trade 
of the Province, let me answer it in words of a Memorial presented to the Legislature 
by Messieurs James Campbell and other Booksellers of Toronto in 1858. 
II Your Memorialists are of the decided opinion that the establishment of the 
Educational Depository has done a great deal 'in fostering a desire for literature among 
the people of Canada, and has indirectly added to the wealth of persons in the Book 
Trade, inasmuch as the desire for general literature has been sup'plied through their 
means; and your Memorialists would respectfully refer for a proof of this to the Customs 
Returns attending this branch of trade in the Province of Canada. 
.. Your Memorialists would further urge the fact that the destruction of the 
Depository would be attended with grave consequences to the people of Canada, seeing 
that a pure and healthy fountain of literature would be destroyed, and the advantage 
lost that Public Schools have enjoyed of forming the nucleus of Public Libraries at an 
easy and reasonable rate." 


TORONTO, April 8th, 1870. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


THE BOOK TRADE OF TORONTO, 1869, 1870. 
The Toronto Te7egl.aph thus refers to the state of the Book Trade of 'roronto 
in 1870:- 


This important branch of Trade continues each year to show a marked and steady 
advance in the Country; and it is ta gratifying feature to the Educationist and Legi& 
lator, as well ao:; to everyone who Is Interested in the intellectual progress of the people, 
that there exists an increasing desire for reading among the masses, and an Improved 
and more wholEEome taste in the se]edion and c'haracter of that reading. 


The Globe also says that:- 
The Magazine and Periodical trade Is largely on the Increase, and both the English 
and American press teem with new and old issues in this line. The new ßerles of Read- 
Ing Books stlIl remains In use, which, with some others added to the list, are the work 
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of our own PubUshers, who have now completed arrangement to produce the whole of 
their series .in this Country. There Is no reason why the greater part of the School 
Books used should not be of native production. In fact, the Book and Stationery Trade 
during the year 1869 ihas bee,n marked with a spirit of enterprise and progress'ion, from 
which we augur future and permanent success. 


rrnE BOARD OF EDUCATION I
 YIC'IOIUA, AUSTRALIA, O
 rrHE 
UPPER CANADA EDUCATIONAL DEPOSITORY SYSTEM. 


LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, COLONY OF VlCTOUIA, 
AUSTRALIA, TO TIlE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 


The attention of the Board of Education of Victoria has been called to the arrange- 
ments made by the Deputy Sup.erintendent of Edueation for Ontario, when in England, 
for the supply of Books and School Requisites, as stated in your Annual Report on 
Education in Upper Canada for the year 1867. 
In that Report it is stated that" after sundry conferences and explanations (with 
several of the Publishers), they were at length induced, with two, or three, exceptions, 
to agree to an additional discount for cash of 21h, 5, 71h. or 10 per cent. (as the cale 
might be), over and above their former rates of discount allowed to the Department. 
Five per cent. was the average additional discount which I was thus eIlabled to secure 
for the Department, together with the advantage, in most cases, as heretofore. of the 
old books, vldeUcet:-7 as 61h, 13 as 12; or 25 as 24." 
Again, the Deputy Superintendent further remarks that .. apart from these personal 
characteristics of Individual Publishers, the publishing trade of Britain seems to have 
divided itself Into two great branches:-1st, the PubUshers of miscellaneous Books of 
al1 kinds, the copyright of which has either expired. or has never existed in England; 
Bnd 2nd. those who chiefly confine themselves to the pubUcation of copyright Books. There 
are several intermediate degrees between these two main divisions, but they can be 
generally classified under either head. With the former class, who had UtUe, or no, 
copyright to pay, I was enabled, with one or two exceptions, to make highly advantageous 
terms; with the latter, who had copyright to pay on nearly everyone of their Books, I 
did not, of course, expect to do as well. There were, however, some gratifying excep- 
tions, while tJhe freshness, orig,inality and excellence of their publications quite mad,e up 
for the difference in the cost of their Books." 
Again,-" Without giving in this Report the specific terms, which I was enabled, on 
behalf of the Department, to make with the various Publishers, (most of them being 
special and confidential), I think it but justice to those who acted liberally to our PubIle 
Schools to classify them as follows:"- . . . 
With reference to the above, I am desired by the Board of Education to express their 
gratification at seeing that such satisfactory arrangements have been made In regard to 
this matter, and to state t":1at, as this Board is unable to adopt a similar plan of sending 
an Agent to Europe because of the great distance, it would be conferring a great obliga- 
tion upon them if you gave them the benefit of your Agent's assistance, by furnishing a 
Ust of the prices paid to Publishers by your Department, and any other information on 
the subject which would prove valuable to the cause of Education in this Colony. 
MELBOURNE, 15th June, 1869. B. F. KANE, Secretary. 


NOTE.-A reply to this Letter was sent by the Chief Superintendent, in which 
he stated that he would write a Circular to the English Publishers, requestin
 
them to communicate direct with the Secretary of the Board of Education in 1IIel- 
bourne for the rea
ons giyen in the Circular. The following is a copy of the- 
Circular sent to the English Publishers by the Chief Superintendent:- 
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I have the honour to state that a Letter, (a copy of which is appended), has been 
receIved by this Department from the Government Board of Education for the Colony 
of Victoria, Australia. As the arrangements made with your House, on behalf of the 
Department, for the supply of the Public Schools of this Province, with Library and 
Prize Books and other School Requisites, was, in its nature, confidential, I do not feel 
at Uberty, without your knowledge and concurrence, to comply with the request contained 
In the accompanying Letter. 
I think It would be better for you to communicate with the Secretary of the Board 
of Education at Melbourne direct, and make any arrangement with him which the Board 
may desire for the supply of the Schools In Victoria with Books and School Requisites, 
as in this Province. 
I trust that, as the Australian Board desires to avail itself of the advantages derived 
by the arrangement made by this Department with your House, you will endeavour to 
meet Its wishes as far as possible. 
If you have not already done so, I wlll thank you to send me your latest Trade List 
and Catalogue. 
TORONTO, 4th September, 1869. EGERTON RYERSON. 


OFFICIAL ANSWERS OF THE CHJEF SUPERINTENDENT OF 
EDUCATION, 'VITH A VIEW TO DISCOURAGE 
SCHOOL LITIGATION. 


During the transition period in 1870-1871, before the School Impro.vement 
Act of 1871 came into operation, local disputed questions on the school Law and 
Regulations constantly arose. 'Vith a view to promote a peaceable settlement of 
these questions, and to discourage a resort to Courts of Law in regard to them, 
the Chief Superintendent of Education intimated in the J Oll1"1wl of Education that 
hl
 would answer any questions which might be proposed to him in regard to any 
Scbool Law matter of doubtful import, or of loeal dispute. This Explanatory 
mode of dealing with these matters continued for some time, until the people were 
enabled to familiarize themselves with the de
ails of the new School Law. I ap- 
pend a few samples of these legal replies:- 


1. ADEQUATE .sCHOOL HOUSE ACCOMMODATION. 


A number of questions was proposed to the Chief Superintendent In regard to what 
was II adequate School House Accommodation" and other matters. The reply was &t 
folIows:- 


The Law requires that the Trustees .. shaH provide adequate accommodation for all 
the chUdren of ,school age [i.e., between the ages of :five and twenty-one years resident] 
In their School division" (i.e., School Section, City, Town, or Vlllage). These II accom- 
modatlons" to be .. adequate," should include- 
(1) A Site of an acre, in extent, but not less than half an acre. 
(2) A School House (with separate Rooms where the number of PupUs exceed. 
fifty), the walls of which shall not be less than ten feet high In the clear, and which 
shall not contain less than nine square feet on the Floor for each Child In attendance. 
so as to aHow an area in each Room for at least one hundred cubic feet of air for each 
chiÍd. It shaH be sufficiently warmed and ventilated, and the Premises properly drained. 
(3) A sufficient Fence or Paling around the School Premises. 
(4) A Play Ground, or other satisfactory provision for physIcal exercises, withl. 
the fences and off the road. 
(5) A Well, or other means of procuring Water for the School. 
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(6) Proper and separate Offices for both sexes, at some little distance from the 
School House, and suitably enclosed. 
(7) Suitable School Furniture and Apparatus, videilcet, Desks, Seats, Bla
kboards, 
Maps, Library, Presses and Books, etcetera, necessary for the efficient conduct of the 
School. 


2. SITE OF THE SCHOOL HOUSE. 
In any .school Section should a new School Site be deemed desirable, the Trustees, or 
the County Inspector, can call a School Meeting to decide the question. Should a differ- 
ence of opinion arise between a majority of the Trustees and the Ratepayers on the 
subject, the matter must be referred to Arbitration, as provided by law; but the Trustees 
alone have the legal right to decide upon the size and enlargement of a School Site. 


3. ERECTION OF SCHOOL HOUSE, TEACHERS' RESIDENCE, ETCETERA. 


The Trustees alone have also the power to decide upon the cost, size and description 
of School House, or Teacher's Residence, which they shall erect. No Ratepayers, Public 
Meeting, or Committee, has any authority to interfere with them in this matter. They 
have also fun power to decide what Fences, Outbuildings, 'Sheds and other accommo- 
dations shall be provided on the School Site, adjacent to the School House. To them also 
exclusively belongs the duty of having the School Plot planted with Shade Trees, and 
properly laid out. The power of the School Meeting is limited to the single question all 
to how the money required by the Trustees shall be raised. 


4. CARE AND REPAIR OF SCHOOL HOUSE. 
Trustees should appoint one of their number, or other responsible Person, and give 
him authority, and make it his duty to keep the School House in good repair. He should 
also see that, at a proper season, the Stove and Pipe are in a :fit condition, and suitable 
Wood provided; that the Desks and Seats are in good repair; that the Outhouses are 
properly provided with Doors, and are frequently cleaned; that the Blackboards are kept 
painted, the Water supply abundant, and everything is provided necessary for the comfort 
of the Pupil and the success of the School. 


5. DUTIES OF MASTERS IN REGARD TO 'SCHOOL PRHUSES. 


The Trustees having made such provision relative to the S
hool House and Its 
Appendages, as are required by law, it shan be the duty of the Master .to give 'Strict 
attention to the prope.r Ventilation and Temperature,. as well as to the cleanliness 
o! the School House; he shall also prescri'be such Rules for the use of "the Yard and 
Outbuildings connected with the School House, as will insure their beIng kept in a neat 
and proper condition; and he shall be held responsible for any want of cleanlinesa 
about the Premises. 


NOTE.-In addition to the desirability of having the School Premises kept 
neat and clean, and in good order, the Trustees might see to it that the interior 
is also made attractive to both Teacher and Pupils, by decorating the School wa1Is 
with a few choice pictures. 
School children become acquainted with pictures, by seeing notable ones on 
the School 'Vall-a more or less permanent feature of their daily environment. 
In the special class-room, where the child does most of his daily work, a sino-Ie 
. 0 
pIcture, carefully chosen, may exert a deeper and more abiding influence on him 
than a number selected with les3 care. Only the best pictures-as Ruskin says- 
should be given a place on the home walls; for they are things to live with, and to 
carry permanently in heart and mind. 


· Temperature--In wInter the temperature durIng the first school hour In the fore- 
noon or afternoon should not exceed 70 degrees, nor 86 degrees during the rest of the day. 
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If, in the education of our children, we strive to improve the whole, and not 
a part 'of the child, have we right to ignore that part of the child's nature which 
is artistic, imaginative and poetic?* Certainly not. 
The "practical " and "materialistic" side of education often excludes, or 
wholly ignOl'es, the existence of a high and noble instinct, which, in so many cases, 
is 8.implJ dornwnt, because it hag neveT been stimulated, or called into life, or 
beÏI:g. 
Children are generally l.ept in a School room for six hours a day. If one 
finds it desirable to have pictures of domestic life in one's rooms at home, how 
much more important is it to have national and historical pictures in the places 
of instruction, and- in the rooms of a School, where the children sit for so many 
hours in the day,-day after day,-and year after year. Then, there is the reflex 
influence of good School-room pictures on the decoration of the Home which 
should not be overlooked. For, when the children find good examples of art and 
history on their School-room walls, they cúme home more or less dissatisfied with 
tbe taste, or want of taste, often displayed in pictures there. Thus the children 
insensibly lead their parents in the matter of art and picture decoration. There 
is thus a chance to educate parents and children alike, by decorating School-rooms,... 
and keeping them nice. It also leads children, as one writer quaintly observes, into 
orderly manners. 


6. USE OF THE SCHOOL HousJ.': FOR NON-EcHOOL PURPOSES. 


A Ratepayer objects to the use of a School House for other than School purposes, 
and asks is there no way to restrain Trustees in such matters. 
Answer.-Trustees have no legal power under the School Act to permit their School 
House to be used for other than School purposes. Usage, however, has invested them 
with a sort of discretion In this respect, especially in regard to pub1ic, or Religious, 
Meetings. 


7. CUSToDY Û}' THE SCHOOL HOUSE. 


A Teacher asks, What control has he over the .school House, and what is his respon- 
aiblllty in the matter? 
Answer.-The Teacher has charge of the School House on behalf of the Trustees. 
He has no authority to use the 'School House other than as directed by the Trustees; 
nor to make use, (or prev-ent the use,) of it at any other time than during School 
hours, 'Without the sanction of the Trustees. At the request of the Trustees he must 
at once deliver up the School House Key to them, or else l.o.se his legal right to claim 
any Salary from them. 


8. CASE OF THE SCHOOL HOUSE, AKD ROOMS, ETCETERA. 


A Teacher complains that the Trustees require him to sweep out the School House, 
alld perform otheT duUes in regard to it. He asks:-What protection has he in such 
tI. case? 
Answer.-It is not the duty either of the Teacher, or Pupils, to make the School 
House Fires, or to sweep the House itself. The Teacher Is employed to teach thf' 
School, but he is not employed to make the Fires, or clean the .school House, a.ny 
more than to repair it. It is the duty of the Trustees to provide for warming and 

eaning the School House; and it is the duty of the Teacher to see that the provision 
thus made by Trustees for these purposes is duly carried into effect by the parties con- 


· It is clear that the artistic element In the Canadian child's nature is alive and acttve, 
as .. The Art Department" of the .. Young People's Corner," or .. Children's Circle," of the 
'Toronto Saturday papers abundantly testify. 
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erned. If the Teacher undertakes to see these things done for a certain remuneration. 
or for what he may have to pay to get them done. very well; !but it is clearly 
the duty of the Trustees to make provision for 'having them d,one at the expense of 
the Section. 


9. POWER OF TOWNSHIP COUXCIL TO ALTER SCHOOL BOUNDARIES.-TAXATION. 


A Town Reeve inquires as to whether a Township Council can alter the boundar- 
iEb of Sehool Sections without the actual consent of the majority ,of the inhabitants 
of the several School Sections concerned. He also wishes to know wbether Trustees 
can levy and collect a Rate. after the adoption by the majority of a Sc.hool Meeting 
of a Resolution against "all taxation," in order to prevent the Trustees from keeping 
open a School longer than the Public School Fund would defray the expenses of it. 
The following is the ans'Wer to his questions: 
1. The object of the School Law was not to deprive a T'Ownship Council of the 
lJower 'Of altering the boundaries of any School Section without the consent of the 
maJority of such School Secti'On; the object of the Act was to prevent changes from 
being clandestinely made in the boundaries ,of School Sections. ,,,ithout giving all 
parties concerned notice of any alteration, or alterations, proposed. that they might 
have an opportunity of putting the Council in possession of all -they might wish to 
say for or against such alterations. But, after all parties have thus had an oppor- 
tunity of a fair hearing, the Township Council has authority to make any alterations 
in the boundaries 'Of School Sections it may judge expedient, provided such alterations 
take effec-t only at the close, or on the 25th December. of each year. s'o as not to derange 
the calculations, or proceedings, of the 'l'rustees in the course of the year. The only 
('ase in which the formal consent of the majority of the inhabitants of School Sections 
is requisite in order to an alteration in their boundaries. is in uniting two or more 
Sections in to one. 
2. In reply to your second question, I remark that the last part of the Resolu- 
tion of the School Section Meeting which you enclose, containing the words "and no 
taxation," is null and void, and of no more effect than if it had not been adopted; 
8.5 the School Act expressly authorizes the Trustees to levy any additional Rate they 
may think necessary to pay the balance of the School expenses; and this nate, as the 
Attorney General has decided, cannot be merely on Parents sending their children to 
the School, but must be on all ,the ratable property 'Of the School Section. 


10. TAX ON PARENTS, IS SUCH UNLAWFUL? 
A majority of a School S'e>etion Mee,ting adopted a Resolution in favour of support- 
ing their School by taxing every man in the Section according to the number of his 
children ,between the ages of five and sixteen years; a Local Superintendent inquires 
if such a Tax is lawful. The fol'lowing is the answer returned:- 
It is c'Ontrary to law to levy a rate on children .of school age without regard to 
their attending the Sehool; or, in other words, to taJ\. a man aceording to the number 
of his children between 5 and 16 years of age. The Schoül Act authorises three modes 
of providing for the expenses of the Sehool,-namely, voluntary subscription, Rate BUl 
on Parents sending children to the School. and Rate on property; and if the sum 
authorized by either of these latter modes of supporting the School be insufficient to 
defray all the expenses incurred by the Trustees, then ,they have authority to levy 
anÿ additional Rate on the Property of the whole Section to provide for the payment 
ór such expenses. 


11. POWERS OF TRUSTEES.-ANNUAL AND SPECIAL SCHOOL MEETING. UNION SCHOOLS. 
A Local superintendent proposes seven questions, the import {)f which may be 
inferred from the following Answers to them: 
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"I. If the Trustees of a School Section do not keep open their School, though 
abundantly able to do so, the constituencies that elected such Persons as Trustees must 
suffer the consequences of their conduct, like the Constituencies of an unf.aithful 
Member of Parliament, or a :\Iunicipal Council. 
"2. The S'chool Act points out the way, and the only way, in whi-oh School Sec- 
tions can be divided, and their School House property be disposed of. 
"3. The Electors who neglect to attend the Annual .school Meeting of their See- 
tion, have no just reason to oomplain of any decisions of suoh Meeting, any more than 
Electors, who neglect to vote at the election of a Councillor, or Member of the Legisla- 
ture, have just reason to complain of the result of such election. But Trustee's, if they 
think proper, can call a Special Meeting for any School purpose whatever. 
"4 and 5. All that an Annual School Meeting has !power to do is enumerated in 
the sixth Section of the Cons'Û1idated School Act. The Trustees alone, and not any 
Public Meeting, .have the right to decide what Teacher shall be employed, how much 
sLall be paid him, what Apparatus shall be purchased, what repairs shall be made, 
how long the School shan be kept open; in short, every thing that they may think 
expedient for the interest of the School. No Special School Meeting called by the 
Trustees, (or the Local Superint
tldent,) has a right to decide any ü.ther matter, or 
matters, than such as are specified in the notice calling such Meeting. 
"6. Each Union Schoûl Section is to be regarded as .a Section of t'he Towns.hip 
within the limits of .which its Sohool House is situated, and to receive its Apportion- 
ment from such Tüwnship only." 


12. "RIGHT OF TnUSTEES TO PROCURE ApPABATUS. 


Some persons in a School Section objected to paying their School Rate because the 
Trustees included in it the sum ne-cessarY to pay for certain School Apparatus. The 
Trustees inquire if they can enforce the payment of the Rate. The following is the 
anoswer to their tnquiry:- 
"You have ample authority to include the expense of your School Apparatus and 
a)) other expenses of your School in the Rate on property which you propose to assess; 
nòr was it necessary for you to call a Meeting in regard to the purchase of the Appar- 
atus, as the 4th clause of the 271th Section of the Act leaves all such matters to the 
discretion ot the Trustees, as the representatives of their School Section." 


13. RIGHT OF TRUSTEES TO TAX SCHOOL SECTIONS. 


Several persûns in a School Section refused to pay the School Rate levied by the 
'l'rustees, because they had not called a Meeting to ge1t its sanction as to the amount 
of the Teacher's Saláry and other expenses incurred in support of their School. The 
Trustees ask whether they had proceeded according to law. The following is the ans,wer 
to their inquiry:- 
"The majority of the Trustees of any School Section have the right to decide what 
expenses they will incur for School Apparatus, Salaries of Teachers, and all other 
expenses of their School. The Trustees are not required to refer to any Public Meet- 
Ing whatever as to the nature or amount of any expenses they may judge it expedient 
to raise to promote the interests of the School under their charge; they have only to 
leave to the dedsion of a Public Meeting the manner in which such expenses shall be 
paid, and then if such Meeting does not provide adequate means to defray the expenses 
incurred, the Trustees have authority to provide for the balance of such expenses by 
assessing the property of their Secotion." 


14. TEACHERS' QUABTERLY EXAMINATIONS. 


A Teacher asks, How often should School Examinations be held? 
responsible for holding them,-the Trustees, or Teacher? 


Who i. 
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Answer.-The Law requires the Teacher to hold an Examination of his S.chool once 
a quarter. He alone is responsible for neglect In not iholding them. The Trustees have 
no power to prevent them being held. They, as well as the Parents, should, without 
fail, be invited to attend and witness them, as required by law. A written notice of 
the time of Examination should be sent by the Teacher to the Trustees, but it will De 
sufficient to notify the Parents ver'bally through the c.hildren. 
Teachers are Public Officers, and are required by law to hold these Examinations 
at the end of every Quarter. The Parents and public have a right to know how the 
School progresses, and tI:e best popular evidence that can be given is generally afforded 
at the Quarterly Examinations. 
In order to test the real condition of the School, the Local Superintendent should 
110t be satisfied with the results of the Quarterly Examination. He should choose an 
ordinary School working day on which to hold his Inspection, which should be thorough 
and minute-but of his visit no previous notice should be given to the Teacher. 
Should Teachers fail to hold the Quarterly Examination Df their School, Í't is pro- 
posed ,to deprive them of any share in the School Grant for such neglect. 


15. FREE PUBLIC SCHOOL LIßRABY. 


The Consolidated School Act declares that "It shall be the duty of the Trustees 
or each School Section, and they are hereby empowered; to appoint a Librarian 
and to take such steps authorized by law as they may judge expedient, for the estab- 
lishment, safe keeping and proper management of a School Library for their Section." 
In case they neglect to appoint a Librarian, the School Regulations provide th8lt the 
Master shall act as Librarian, and shall see that the Regulations In regard to the 
Libraries are duly carried out. Trustees are not required to consult a Public :Meeting 
011 the subject; but the Law makes it their duty as Tru.stees to provide a Library for 
the Sohool, under the Departmental Regulations. 


GRA
f
fAR SCHOOL 
IASTERS' ASSOCIA1'ION, 1870. 


SUPERIOR EDUCATION.-OLD AND NEW SYSTEl\fS. 


At a Meeting of the Grammar School :Masters' Association, it was moved by 
:Mr. Lennox, seconded by :;\Ir. ',,"oods, That the following 
fasters be a Committee 
to draft a Grammar School Bil1, to be submitted to the Association at the next 
general meeting:-:Messieurs Strachan, Hodgson, Seath, Woods and Hunter. 
Mr. Hunter, (Dundas), said a very important change had been made in the 
manner of conducting Grammar Schools. Under the old system the Classics were 
the basis of Grammar School Education. Everything was moulded to suit that 
classical basis. In the new system, as he understood it, it was proposed to make 
English the basis. He saw in the Papers of the day reference made to the Prus- 
sian System. In that system, as he und
rstood it, they had two classes of Schools; 
one they called the Real Schul en, or, as we would call them, Mathematical Schools, 
and the other the Gymnasia. Some advocate the establishment here of Collegiate 
Schools, which would be somewhat similar to the Prussian School. Now, the 
Grammar Schools are somewhat similar to the Prussian Schools. In the Real 
Schulen the Classics are taken as a basis; in the Gymnasia, the teaching was of a 
more practical character. It was quite clear to him tþat if we adopted the Prus- 
sian System, it should be adopted in its entirety. If the Collegiate Institutes were 
to be considered as Gymnasia, the High Schools should be made equal to the Real 
Schulen of Prussia. And all this change must evidently be accompanied by 
 
similar change in our University. The Grammar Schools must occupy an inter- 
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mediate position "between the Common Schools and the University. If so, the 
University System must be modified greatly, he should say, by establishing a new 
Degree of Bachelor of Science, having a course specially arranged similar to the 
training in the High Schools. 
l\1r. Seath.-It is practically done in the University. 

Ir. Hunter said it was so in some measure. It '\Tould be, perhaps, easier to 
have a distinctive Degree, as in the English Universities. It w.as quite clear to 
him, that if the High School Syst
m were adopted it would be necessary to frame 
a Curriculum to correspond with that of the University. Otherwise, there would 
be nothing definite for which the Boys would be working. Now, in taking English 
as the basis, as it was proposed, the danger appeared to be that there would be no 
clearly defined line between the High Schools and the Common Schools. That was 
one difficulty that appeared to him in reading over the proposed School Law. He 
feared there would be a kind of vanishing line between the two Schools.. 'fhe 
result would be that Grammar School money would be expended, as had hitherto 
been done to a slight degree, in Common School Education. 
1\. good deal of discussion arose in regard to the Council of Public Instruc- 
tion and its functions. In regard to the School Law 
::\Ir. Woods said a great difficulty existed in the many changes which were 
being made in the School Laws. He now spoke of the efficient Grammar Sc11001s
 
because, after deducting the less prosperous Schools, there were still a large num- 
ber which were most efficient. 
Mr. Kirkland said Doctor Ryerson had to bear a great deal of blame which 
he did not really deserve. In 1856 or 1857, he brought in a Bill which, if it were 
before the County now, the majority of 'reachers would say was a good Bill. He 
took It to Quebec, and every Section was taken out of it that was worth anything. 
There was everything in that Bill that the Association now contended for. The 
Common School Bill, which had met with general favour throughout the Country, 
had been torn to pieces by the Legislahue. . He held that the principal 
object of Grammar Schools was for teaching higher English branches and N atufal 
Sciences, and then Classics and Mathematics sufficient to prepare Students for 
he 
University. He thought Upper Canada College should be placed under the same 
Regulations as the Grammflr Schools. It should be submitted to surveillance the 
same as the Grammar Schools, and to use the same Text Books. and then, perhaps, 
t11ey would have a fair race in educational matters. 
l\Ir. Hodgson contended for a uniform system. 
l\lr. Lennox was sorry that such a narrow view had been taken of this ques- 
tion. The chief object of Education was to prepare the mind to grapple with any 
subject which might come before it. He did not approve of many changes. 
ßlr. Sargent, (Ingersoll), said fault had been found with the Grammar 
Schools that the English training was deficient. That was more the fault of the 
Common Schools in which the Pupils were prepared, before being sent to tIle 
Grammar Schools. 
1\11'. 'V ood believed the Teachers should be permitted to educate Pupi1s to a 
certain stage in English branches, and afterward put them into Classics. If a Boy 
1?'ere to be a l\Iechanic he could be trained in Mathematics; if he were to be sent 
to the University, he could be taught the Classics and higher J\Iathematics. He 
believed Pupils should be taught the English language thoroughly. A Pupil should 
be so thoroughly trained that he could take up a Book or a Paper, and go through 
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it, giving the origin of each word in it, whether it was derived frOD;l Saxon, Latin, 
Greek or French. 
}lr. Seath could not see that the system of Education under the present Law 
was at fault. A great deal of the trouble arose with the Teachers themselves. 
They admitted Boys from the Common Schools who were not fit to enter Grammar 
Schools. If the present system were properly enforced there would not be so much 
trouble. He believed a Grant of $750 was not too much to give a good Collegiate 
School. The Teachers must necessarily be thoroughly competent men, and they 
should receive a higher salary than Grammar School Teachers. 
:Mr. 'Voods moved, seconded by ,Mr. Tytler, that the Association would 
respectfully recommend that in any future legislation on the Grammar School 
subject, the basis of appropriation should not be confined to Classical Studies 
alone, but that due regard should be given to a thorough English training. 
Mr. Bell said the fault lay in the Law itself. The Legislative Grant is dis- 
tributed according to average attendance. As long as this mode is in operation, 
the evil will still exist. I would propose a plan that would remedy this evil. It is 
this. Let the Legislative Grant be proportioned to amount contributed by Board 
of Trustees. Let a minimum amount be fixed for Trustees to contribute to entitle 
the School to th
 Legislative Grant; let the Conny Council contribute an 
qual 
amount; let the Legislature contribute an amount equal to those two. The motion 
was carried. 
At a subsequent }Ieeting of the Grammar School 
Iasters' Association, held 
in September, the following proceedings took place:- 


REPORT OF THE Co
nUTTEE ON THE GRAlIIl\IAR SCHOOL BILL. 


In the Report now submitted, the Committee beg to present those points, which, 
in their opinion, require to be provided for in any future legislation relative to 
Grammar Schools. The subject 'will .be .most advantageously treated by considering 
first the Status and Duties of Grammar Schools. 
The functions of the Grammar Schools practically arrange themselves under two 
chief heads:- 
The imvarting to advanced Common School Pupils a training, linguistic, or 
scientific, or mixed,-this training being preparative for the various Competitive 
Examinations, espedally for the University Matriculations, the Entrance Examinations 
of the Law Society and Medical Council, the Examinations for Common School Certifi- 
cates, and probably hereafter in Canada, as now in England, the Examinations for 
the Civil Service. 
The imparting t'Ü a considerable number of advanced Common School Pupils their 
final scholastic training previously to their entering on the practical business of life. 


TIlE AD:\IISSION OF THOROUGHLY PREPARED PUPILS TO THE GRA
nIAR SCHOOLS. 
The definition above given of the Dutie's of Grammar Schools takes for granted 
that they receive at regular intervals an accession from the Common S'chools of thor- 
onghly prepared Pupils. 
First, as to the regularity of supply, frequent complaiht has been hitherto made, 
that, even in the case of Union Schools, no provision exists in the Law for the promotion 
of Pupils from the highest dep
rtment of the Comm'Ün School to the Grammar School. 
As a consequence of this omission, the Law practically delegates to the Pupils themselves 
the responsible duty of determining the nature and the extent of their scholastlc 
training. The absurdity of compelling Trustees to make a separate provision for the 
instruction, in the same branches, 'Of Pupils of the same stage of advancement, and 



176 


DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


taught in adjacent Rooms of the same Building, is too manifest to require further 
ill ustra tion. 
Then, as to the standard of admission. In the case of PupHs intended for the 
Classical Course, the standard ought to be not lüwer than that at pres'ent enforced; 
(or the non..dasskal Pupils the standard should be such as not to interfere with 
Common Schools of average effi.ciency. 



ECESSITY FOR IKCREASED INSPECTION OF GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 


Lastly, as to the mode of conducting the Examination for admission. The pro- 
posed transfer of this Examination to the County Superintendent, Iw
thin whose 
County, or half County, the Grammar School may be situated, is open to the very 
grave objection that there would no longer exist any uniformity in the standard of 
admission. The test applied would theoretically be uniform, but each one of the forty- 
two or more. Oounty S'uperintendents would cert,ainly interpret the requirements of the 
standard ae<cording to his own peculiar ideas, precisely as at present. Although the 
printed standard f.or County Board Certificates is identical everywhere throu
hout 
Ontario. the Examination Papers, professing to be based on that standard, are 
notoriously and grossly unequal in their requirements. The system of admis.sion at 
present in force has done much for the elevation of th,e Grammar Schools. It, more- 
over, gives the utmost uniformity of procedure, and so affords a valuabl'e basis of com- 
parison. This latter is all the more important, because under the system, both present 
and proposed, the pub.lic money is apportioned on the ,basis of inspected Pupils. The 
objection against the continuance 'Of the present system appears to be that this 
Entrance Examination occupies too much of the Inspector's time. Here, ho'wever, 
the objection seems to be altogether f,alsely taken,-the alleged inconvenience is due 
not to the system itself, but to the insufficient machinery provide1d for its administra- 
tion. The energies of the present effident Inspector are greatly over-taxed in attempt- 
ing to accomplish work which would certainly occupy the whole time of two Inspectors. 


TilE CURRICULUM OF THE GRAMl\fAR SCHOOLS. 


The .curriculum of the Grammar Schools must evidently be made to harmonize 
more completely than it does at ,present with the two-fold class of ,duUes fulfilled by 
those Institutions. Much 'Of the Master's time is at present unprofitably consumed 
on conflicting Programmes of .study. It would 'be a me,asure of the utmost importance 
if the subjects of all ottier public Examinations coincided with the subject prescribed 
for junior Matriculation in the University of Toronto, or were drawn exclusively from 
among those sUbjects; and if, on the other hand, the junior Matriculation of the 
Fniversity wer,e so enlarged, by a sYß1tem of options, as to em.brace the requi,rements 
of the two great classes of Pupils des,cribed above as attending the Grammar Schools. 
By thus enabling the 'Masters to concentrate their energies, a more thoroughly..,trained 
dass 'Of youth 'Would leave the GrMIlmar Schools for the University. for the Professions 
and for the various industrial occupations. 


THE PROPoSED HIGH SCHOOL ScHEME. 


The proposed scheme foOl' the conversion of the Grammar Schools into High Sc.hools 
i3 based on the substitution of Physical Science and the Higher EngliS>h for the Ancient 
Classics. As a necessary complement to the Boheme, and in order to prevent the study 
of the Classics. henceforth optional, from falling into neglect, the establishment of 
Collegiate Institutes has been ,provided for. There are two dangers connected 'With 
this scheme to be apprehended and to be avoided. 1. The unnecessary increase in the 
number of High Schools, which must degrade the Common Schools, and exhaust the 
fund available for the maintenance of already-existing High Schools. 2. The dangerous 
necessity of setting up CoIIegiate Institutes on too slender a maintenance, as was 
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proposed in the late High Sch{}Ol Bill, and s.o entailing on the Institutes, from their 
very inception, a career of difficulty and disaster. The present Grammar School Fund 
is, of course, much too limited to yield the additional Grants demanded -by this new 
class of Institutions. 


FINANCIAL ASPECT OF THE GRAMJ.[AR SCHOOL QUESTION. 


1ìhe financial aspect of the question is by far the most important, and it has 
hitherto, in 'Our judgment, received insufficient attention. In the Bill submitted to 
tne Legislature at its last Sessi'Ûn, we are unable to discover any new means provided 
for the support of Grammar Seho.ols. All the machinery professedly supplied by the 
new Bill is quite accessi-ble, as the Law n.ow stands, to the Trustees of Union Schools. 
The Bill would merely have the effect of f'Ûrcing a uniûn, where such a measure is 
at present regarded as unnecessary, and where it ,will d'Ûubtless be distasteful. The 
strong tendency moreover of the late Bill was to throw the burden of supporting the 
Grammar Schools on the already over-taxed local Municipalities. The County CouncilEl, 
on the other hand, which, as a dass, rank among the wealthiest of our Munkipai 
Corporations, and which contribute towards educational funds a sum at present very 
trifling in amount, and annuaHy decreasing relatively to the increasing wealth of the 
Country,-these wealthy and slightly-taxed ,Municipalities were practically relieved 
from contributing. No,thing could be more unjust to the Grammar School Trustees 
of Towns and Villages than to make the County Grant dependent on the County 
attendance. This attendance is, from the distance to be travelled, frûm the exigencies 
o[ agricultural .operations, from epidemics adual or rumoured, and from many other 
cam;es, extremely fluctuating in its character, and equally fluctuating would be of course 
any Grant based on such attendance. The T
ustees, when engaging a staff of Masters, 
have to provide for the adequate instruction of this influx of country PupHs, and it is 
quite evident that, with every osciJIation in the attendance of such Pupils, the Salaries 
of Masters cannot be made to be at all in unison. The expense entailed on the 
Trustees is certain, while the means of meeting that expense, as provided by the late 
Bill, is to the last degree uncertain. There is no subject on which Grammar School 
Masters are so unanimous, 3!S the necessity of compelling County Councils to furnish, 
tor the support of suoh Grammar School'S, as shall hereafter continue tû be maintained 
within their respe<ctive Counties, a sum at least equal to one-half .of the Government 
Grant. 
The County Councils, on ,being thus compelled to contribute towards the mainten- 
ance of the Grammar Schools, ought to continue to enjoy their present representation 
ill the Trustee Boards. This power of nomination is, we bel'ieve, in the great majority 
of cases very judiciously exereised by those Munici.palities. If any change in the 
appointment of Trustees were made, we incLine to the opinion that the change ought 
rather to proceed in the direction o.f nominated, as opposed to elëctive Trustees. 


ONTARIO TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION, 1870. 


WHAT SUBJECTS SHOULD BE TAUGHT IN OUR COMMON SCHOOLS. 


At a l\Ieeting of the Ontario Teachers' Association in 1870, l\Ir. Miller, of 
Goderich, said that, in the subjects taught in the Schools, they should take Read- 
ing first, then 'Vriting, and, lastly, Arithmetic. He thought also that they should 
take 1Iusic. It was tr 1 1e that every Teacher was not compelled to impart musical 
instruction, but he thought that they would be consulting their own interests if 
they made use of Music to relieve the tedium of their daily toil. He thought, how- 
ever, that they should spend the greater portion of their time in teaching the ele- 
IV.-13 
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mentary branches. In fact they could not devot-e too much time to t110se subjects. 
He believed if they gave more time than they did to these subjects and less to 
Algebra, Geometry, etcetera, they would have far better educated men and women 
throughout the Country than they now had. After :Music he would take up Gram- 
mar, but before putting the Book into Pupils' hands would give them a good illea 
of what they were about to study. In Grammar he would, of course, include 
Spelling 'and the definition of "Tords. After Grammar he would teach Physiology, 
then Geography, and next History. Both in History and Geography he would 
commence with the Township in which the School was situated and gradually 
extend outwards. He would then take up the highest studie
, such a<;: Astronomy, 
Algebra and Natural Philosophy. Lastly, he would be in favour of teaching 
:Military Drill. ...\ good knowledge of :Military Drill was of the utmost importance. 
We were peculiarly situated. and 'it was very necessary that every man should 
have a knowledge of military tactics. 
Mr. J. Cameron was in favour of giving a good deal of prominence to Algebra, 
:Mensuration and Geometry. In Schools it was generally the plan to teach Arith- 
metic by rule and not by reason: but if Algebra was well taught, it assisted in 
conveying a rational idea of Arithmetic. 

Ir. Scarlatt thought that primary subjects could be easier taught orally than 
by means of Books in the Common Schvols. 
]'fr. Stratton, of Peterborough, thought that Reading, Writing and Arith- 
metic, were the ground work of a good English education. The first was the means 
by which we gained most of our information. The other 
ubjects should, he 
thought, be taken up simultaneously, not for the purpose of crowding too much 
on the minds of Pupils, but in order to Tender their studies agreeable to them by 
giving them variety. 


WHAT MEAKS CAS BE ADOPTED TO TXDUCE PCPIL
 TO PURSUE A PROPER COURSE 
OF REA.DIKG AFTER LK\ YI
G SCHOOL? 


Mr. Wm. 'Vatson, of 'Veston, said that there were two means of acqUIrIng 
power, either by wealth, or by knowledge. and it was very desirable that no means 
should be left untried which would be likely to aid in promoting the growth of 
power by knowledge. He did not think that, in order to secure accuracy, it was 
necessary to confine teaching to one, or two, subjects only. 
Mr. Landon, of Blenheim, thought that a change was required in the mode of 
teaching. 
Mr. Chesnut was of opinion that home influence was the chief thing to be 
considered. In a11 their discussions and work they should not lose sight of this 
great inflnence. 
Mr. Moran, from Waterloo, thought the best solution of the question would 
be fou
d in the establishment of a School newspaper. There was great need for 
this step, which would !'upply a want now f.elt. It would, in some measure, sup- 
plant the Dime X ovels and other loose literature which was now so plentiful. 

fr. MacMurchy said it might be of a similar description to the British Work- 
man, or Child's Companion, but published weekly, and be distributed to the Pupils 
of Common Schools in the same way in which the Sabbath School peTiodicals were 
distributed. 
]'h. John Oameron was of opinion that Object Lessons were among the best 
means of inducing the P1lpils to think for themselves. 
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fr. Campbell believed that one great argument in favour of th
 establishment 
of a School Paper was the fact that it would tend to displace from its present 
position the mischievous literature of th
 present day. 
Mr. King moved that the President appoint a Committee to consider the 
feasibility of est'ablishing a Paper suitable to the r-equirements of the Pupils of 
our Common Schools. 


A PAPER SUITABLE FOR PUPILS. 


1'he Committee who were appointed to bring up a Report embodying the viewa. 
of the Association on the qu-estion discussed at the morning meeting, presented 
the result of their labours. :Mr. Miller, of Goderich. read the Report, as follows:- 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Conventiofi, the be.st means to be adopted to 
induce Pupils to pursue a propêr Course of Study after leaving S.chool, are, 1st, That 
the Teacher at all times conduet the work of the School in such a way as to make the 
attendance of the Pupils a pleasure, instead of a task; to ground the Pupil thoroughly 
in every subject -taught; and, by all means, to avoid the examining system, so much 
in vogue, and thus, by creating an interest in the work in which the Pupil is engaged, 
offer inducements to prolong the Course of Study, so that the rich mines of Literature 
may be opened up, and \\ hen once explored, create a greater stimulus to increase his 
store of knowl,edge. 2nd. That Te.achers make it a part of their duty to inculcate, at 
an times, the many and valuable advantages arising from the possession of a well
read 
and cultivated mind. 3rd. That the practice of spending one afternoon of the week 
ill reading selections from whatever source chosen by Pupils, and criticizin'g thereon, 
as also the very frequent exercising of the Pupils by preparing original Compositions 
on the subject of study, 'be highly recommended. Also that a Chart embracing the 
various departments of knO'wledge, with divisions and sub-<livisions, systematically 
arranged, and with a list of Text Books thereon attached, be prepared and suspended 
in our School Rooms, and used in connection with Lectures, or conversation 'with the 
Pupils on the afternoons devoted to tlhis purpose. Your Committee would dose the 
Report by stating that well-conducted :.\Iechanics' Institutes, Literary Assodaiions, 
Y<>ung Men's Christian Associations, and the very excellent Libraries supplied by the 
Education Department are of so much benefit that their impO'rtance and value cannot 
be very readily estimat.ed. The Report was ad-opted after a ßhort discussion. 


REPORT ON THE VARIOUS COMMON SCHOOl. 1'OPICS PRESENTED TO THIS 
CONVENTION. 


The fol1owing Report was submitted by the Committee of Common School 
Masters appointed to consider this subject:- 


The Committee beg leave to. report:-lst. That the thanks of the Profession and 
af this Association are due to thoe Chief Superintendent of Education f.or his efforts 
at framing the prop'osed amendments to the CO'mmon School Acts O'f Ontario, and for 
pressing the same upon the attention of the people and Legislature of Ontariü, con- 
taining, as they d.ïd, features, which, if adopted, would improve and render more effec- 
tive the Schools of the Provinces. And further, that this Association respectfuUy 
rf:quest tJhe Ohief Superintendent to ur'ge up'Ûn the Legislature the necessity and 
importance of the proposed amendments. 2nd. Your Committee wO'uld recommend 
that t'he Association respectfully d,irect the attention of the Chief Superintendent of 
Education to the Amendments proposed by the Board of Directors of this ASßociation 
ill January, 1869. 3rd. That, in the event of the principle of Compulsory Education 
tieing adopted ,by the Legislature, your Committee de,em that the establishment of 



180 


DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


Industrial Sclhools wiU be absol:utely necessary, to receive Vagrant children and 
mcorrigibles. 4th. Your Committee regret that the Clergymen of the Province do not 
avail themselves of the provisIons of the School Law jn the matter of the Religious 
Training of the Pupils of our Schools. 5th. We would urge upon the P,rofession the 
duty of cultivating a higlh feeling of Professional etiquette towards eaeh 'Other. A 
Member of the Committee, in introducing the Report, referTed to the evil resulting 
from a lowne,ss of professional training. . . . 


THE TEACHING OJ!' ENGUSH IN PUBLIC SCHOO1"S. 


"'rhe Study of English in our Public Schools," was then taken up. Mr. 
Seath said that the Reports of the Grammar School Inspectors, particularly those 
of Profe
sor Y ollng and the Reverend .J. D. Mackenzie, showed clearly that a com- 
plete change was necessary in the mode of carrying out the Programme of Study 
prescribed for our Public Schools. Mr. Seath generally condemned the excessive 
attention paid to the study of the Classics, and made some suggestions as to the 
manner in which the study of English could be improved. Mr. Scarlett coincided 
with the views of Mr. Scott, considering that sufficient attention was not paid to 
the study of English. 
l\Ir. Young had heard Members of Parliament make gross mistakes, and even 
CI
rgymen were not entirely free from error. The great problem was how to teach 
English well, while so ill ueb. time was also devoted to the Classics and other special 
educational...departments. 
l\Ir. Hodgson thought that a Boy could be made to understand a sentence as 
Boon as he could parse it. Time spent in perfecting the study of English would 
render the Pupil a thorough master of the English language. 'rhe teaching of 
English thoroughly was a desideratum in all their Public Schools. He required a 
Boy to learn the substanee of the rules of Grammar, but he did not press the recol- 
lection of the very words in which they were printed in the Text Books. 
Mr. Chesnut referred in deprecatory language to the Grammar Book author- 
ized by the Council of Public Instruction. 
Mr. Stratton moved that a Committee be appointed to represent to the Coun- 
cil of Public Instruction the importance and necessity of withdrawing the sanction 
they have given to the English Grammar, and as soon as possible to provide a 
Text Book in its place suitable for the requirements of Canadian Schools. 
The following Resolution was propo.sec1 by :Mr. J3rown:- 
That althoug,h this Association de.precates the too frequent changes in 'Canadian Text 
Books, yet, because of the expressed dissatisfaction of Teachers .witJh the English 
Grammar now authorized, resolves vb-at a Committee be .appointed to ,confer with 
the Councll of Public Instruction on the necessity for a chang.e of the Text-Books named 
in this Resolution. 


]':fr. ]'fcCa usland moved the following as an amendment:- 
That a Standing Committee, consisting of five Memb-ers, three of whl'ch to form a 
quorum, shall be appointed, whose duties it shall be to report annually to this Associa- 
tion upon all matte-rs respecting the School Books used in t'he Common Schools of 
Ontari'Û, and that the proposed Resolution be referre-d to said Committee. 


:Mr. John Moran seconded the amendment. The first Resolution was then put. 
The votes w
re equal, and the Chairman gave his casting vote in favour of the 
motion, which was carried. The second Motion was then put and carried. 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF TEACHlmS' INSTITUTES. 


Mr. Miller, of Goderich. introduced the subject of "Teachers' Institutes." 
They were assemblies of Teachers convened for the purpose of receiving and im- 
parting instruction in the art of teaching, being, in fact, Normal Schools for the 
time being, although not conducted with so much system and preparation. rl'he 
exercises should consist mainly of lessons, given by some experienced rreachers; of 
Illutual instruction by the Members; of free discussions; and of Lecture
 delivered 
by Gentlemen of experience and ability. The objects were to impart to the Tcacher 
a knowledge of the philosophy of his profession. Every Teacher should be practi- 
cally the rrext Book himself, and the principles .as well as the minutiæ of every 
subject should be thoroughly discussed and understood. And a second object W,18 
to create and maintain a sympathy between the rreachers and People. The rL'cacher 
and Parent should meet together at these .Meetings very frequently. The thÜd 
object gained w.as that 1'eachers were brought into direct intercourse with one an- 
other, and thus break down the barrier that too often exists among Teachers. 
1'hey would gain intellectuaIly -also. Another vcry important feature was the op- 
portunity which Teachers' Institutes afford of intr.{}ducing into the practice of the 
Profession such new improvements as were made in the Science and _\rt of rreach- 
ing. The value of 1'eachers' Institutes arose from the fact,- First. That they 
supply a system of training to those who cannot be reached by Instructors in Col- 
leges and Normal Schools. A few days spent at Institutes in the art of applying 
their knowledge would better 'prepare them for the test required for qualification. 
while, at the sa
e time, it would obviate a difficulty which now exists. tha,t of 
memorizing for the examination. They would have a tendency to introduce a 
system of training similar throughout the Country, and thus save much valuable 
time and mone)'. 1'he frequent change of Teachers in the Schools was one of the 
greatl'st evils in connection with our System. 1'hus much valuable time was lost 
by those least able ,to bear it. 1 ' eachers' Institutes would supply the want now 
existing of training.... our young Teachers, and the better preparing them for the 
arduolls (luties of the Profession. Institutes are carried on successfully in many 
of the St.ßltes of tJle neighbouring Republic, and the results are very beneficial. 
The Government should provide the means to carryon these Institutes. rreachers 
did not attend these As.sociationB nearly so much as they might do, anc1,the)' could 
not expect the Government to provide J nstitutes, when, at .the .:;:.ame time, the 
existing means of Teac}lers' communication and improvement were not availed of. 
This was the chief thing which was required in order to obtain professional ability. 
:!\Ir. 'Scarlett thought that, if the rule was adopted that IW Certificate was 
legal unless the Teacher had a.ttended a Session .of the Teachers' Association, it 
would answer every purpose that could be gained by the proposed Institutes. rl'he 
difference would be in name .only, with the exception that the expense of the exist- 
ing Associatiops would be much less .than that attending the Institutes proposed. 
The Reports of Delegates were then presented. The Reports generally showed 
that the County Teachers' Associations were in a most flourishing condition 
throughout Ontario. Messieurs Yeoman and Platt, of Prince Ed ward; l\Iessieurs 
Strong and Harvey, of North Grey; Mr. Scarlett, of N orthumberlanc1: Mr. King, 
of Waterloo; :Mr. Stratton, of Peterborough; and 1\fr. 'Vatson. of Township of 
York, e3ch addressed the l\Ieeting, pointing out the great desirability of each 
School Teacher in the Province joining t:1e Association of the County in which he 
was located. Mr. Harvey', of Grey, said that there were fifty Schools in his Count
, 
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and out of that number twenty-five Teachers had been enrolled on the list of the 
Asaocia tion. 
The following is a Repol,t of 
Ir. Platt J of a local County Association:- 


Our Prince Edward County Ass'ociaticn was re-org.anized upwards of a year ago, 
and has had three semi-annual meetings of increa
ing interest. As President, as 
well as County Superintendent 'Of Schools, I forwarded to nearly every Teacher in 
the County a PrQgramme of the 'subjects to be discussed at the Convention. 
On the first day of Meeting I was agreeably surprised to see a full attendance from 
the opening. Many -came long distance
, and at considerable sacrifice. The first 
subject, "A Proper PronunciatiQn," was introduced in an excelIent Essay, and 
earnestly discussed. "Vocal Music, and its Place in -the ,sc!ho.ols," 'Occupied the time 
of the ConventiQn during the remainder of the forenoon, an.d brought out some good 
ideas. In the afternoon, the attention of the Meeting was given to the foIIowing:- 
"How to Teach 'Modulation and Em'phasis in Reading," "Reduction and F-ractions," 
and "Grammar wi'uhout Text Books." These pracUcal questions were very thoroughly 
handled by tlhe Persons appointed. In the evening, .a very interesting Public Meeting 
was held in the Town Hall, Picton, and was well attended. The exercises consisted 
of an "Essay on English History," a. debate on the "Benefits of the Prize System," and 
an Address on the "Responsibilities of the Teacher," by Reverend 
. A. Willoughby, 
l\1.A., and Music by the Picton Quartette Club. 
On Friday forenoon the subjects taken up were, "A day's Work in the Sohool for 
Tea'C'her and Pupil," "How to Secure Proper Order," and ",Claims of Physical Science 
as a Branch of 
budy." In the afternoon, "A Pr'Oper COUf'E;le 'Of Study," and "The 
Mutual Re],ations of Teacher, Master and Parents," were ably discussed. Indeed very 
great interest was manifested during the entire proceedings. Upwards of fifty Teachers 
",ere in attendance during the greater part of the time. Several Visitors were al:so 
pres.ent. 


REPORT OF TIm ASSOCIATIOK COl\f1\UTTEE ON GnAM)IAR SCHOOLS. 


Mr. Macl\-furchy, on behalf of the Grammar School Masters, reported Ðlat:- 


The Committee would direct the attention of the Convention to the Law affecting 
Gr-ammar SClhools. 'I'lhe great want of the 
w is tlhat it does not ,provide adequately 
for t-he sup'lJ'Ort of the Grammar Schools. .Thi
 weakness has been a-eknowledged by 
the School Authorities, and efforts have !been made to remedy the defect. The remedy 
IIl"oposed by the Chief Sup-erintendent is contained in tJhe Bills owhiClh -wel'e before the 
Legi.slature last year and the year ,before, videIicet:-That the peopl'e -either elect 
at! the Trustees (Bill of 1868-69), or elect part of them, (BiII of 1869-70). Your 
Committee would recommend that the foUowing pr'Ovi
o be added to Section 2:- 
"Provided further that from sruch elected Trustees a Committee shaH .be appointed by 
said Trustees to constitute wit,h the appointed Members a Body whose duty it shall 
be to take due care for the proper management of the High >Schools." The Report was 
referred again to the Committee in order that some points migiht be further reported 
upon. It was also moved by Mr. Ohesnut seconded ,by 'Mr. Stratton "That the Com- 
mittee report on the work of Grammar 'schools and [be .instructed to examine the 
Grammar School L,aw and report separately any and all the suggestions they may have 
1(\ make on the s.ubjoef't." TIH' Resolution was -earried. 
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PIUZE GIVING AT 
rHE EXA
IIN ATION OF SCHOOL 
rEACHERS, 1870. 


The Boards of Public Instruction in the County of Lanark for the Examina- 
tion of !)e.rsons as School 'reachers has introduced a new feature at its Meeting 
for the Examination of Candidates for the Office of School Teachers, as detailed 
in the following Letter to the Chief Superintendent of Education: - 


It -will be, no doubt, gratifying to y.ou who take a lively interest iB the advance- 
ment of education to l.earn tlhat th.e Boards of PubLic Instruction .of the County .of 
JÆnark will give Prizes to Candidates for Teacher's Certificates of First and Second 
Class, at their next Examinati.on of Teachers. There are f.our Boards in the County of 
Lanark. One of these, videlicet, the Board of Perth Circuit, at its last Meeting, jn 
:\lay last, passed a Res.oluti.on tJhat,-"With the view of encouraging the practice of 
writing compositions, it was advisable to g-ive Prizes at the next Examination of 
Teachers t.o the writers O'f the tJhree of the best compositions. lot was also deemed 
advisable to give Prizes for general ,proficiency to three Candidates of each sex who 
shall 'have obtained the highest merit number .of marks in the First and Second Class. 
The Perth Board invited the co-operation of the .other Boards to petition conjointly 
the County Council at its June session for m.oney to purchaJse Books to be given ill 
Prizes. The Council granted the sum of One hundred and f.orty-five dollars, ($145.00), 
which was distributed among the several Boards, proportionately to the number of 
Candidates who generally come before eaeh Board for Examination. The Council 
expressed a wiSih that in Prize giving the Boards would adopt an uniform system of 
Examination. 


Snn.:'LTA
EOUS A:\'U U
IFORM SYSTF)I OF EXA 'USATIOX AUOPfED BY THE BOARD. 


To comply with the desire .of the Council, Delegates from the several B.oards of the 
County met at Smith Falls in July, 1870, anð resolved that the Examination of Teachers 
should be held -by all the Boards on the same day; that all the questions f.or the 
Examinations Slhouíd be the same. And, with the view .of determining, in a more pre- 
cise and uniform manner, the standing of eadh Candidate in the subjects examined, 
they, (the Delegates,) adopted the system .of marks in use by the Board .of Perth. 
They framed Rules for the distr-ibuti.on .of Prizes, and they 
n:ade a list of subjects for 
Composition, so that Candidates might study them, and be prepared to ,write .on any 
cne of the subjects .of this list, w,hich may be clhosen by ballot at the next Examina- 
tIon. 


The Programme for the Examination .of Teachers requires Candidates to be able 
"to write grammaUcally 'W.ith correct spelling and 'punctuation, the substance of any 
l)assages w'hich may be read, or any topics which may be -suggested." 
The ::\Iembers of the PertJh Board found but few Candidates who could express 
their ideas in writing. M,any Candidates complained that they were called upon to 
write on subjects which they never had studied. To encourage ,Candidates to practise 
the writing of Compositions, and to obviate complaints, it was decided by the Board 
to give Candidates a list .of subjects t.o study,-and on the day -of Examination to ch.oose 
by ballot one of t'he subjects in this list 1'01' Competition. It was expected that many 
If not all of the Candidates would study these subjects, and would .be prepared to write 
on anyone that will be chosen at the Examination. :\Iany intending Candidates, are 
studying the subjects for Composition, and are writing Essays, so as to he prepared 
to write at the next Examination. The hope of gaining a Prize will no doubt stimulate 
many to study earnestly. The reputation of having gained a Prize at these Teacher,s' 
Examinations will no doubt secure for the fortunate Candidates the best situations 
as Teachers. 



184 


DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


THIS ACTION OF THE LAN ARK C.oUNTY COUNCIL IS HIGHLY COMMENDABLE. 


When we consld,er the importance .of having good Teachers, and what an accom- 
plishment it is for a pers.on to express l gr,ammatically his, or her, ide.lliS in writing, 
we cannot but highly appreciate this action of the Boards of the County of Lanark; 
their efforts speak well for their practical zeal for the advancement of education. 
And the readiness of the County Council .of Lanark in granting ,Money for Prizes is 
certainly deserving of all p.ra,ise, and well worthy of imita1tion. 
''lìhe Council gave the grant as an experiment, and it is hoped that the Council 
may be ind.uced t'o continue to make similar Grants in future. Tibis is the first 
instance of a Grant 'being made by a County Council to give Prizes, at Teacher's' Exam- 
inations, and is worthy of honourable mention to the Chief Suverintendent of Educa- 
tion. The action of the Council has met with the appr>oval of all the friends of 
education in the County. When it became kno.wn that Pr.Ïzes were to be given to 
Teac'hers, for composÜion and general proficiency, at their Examination, all with whom 
r had conversation on this topic said it was a move and a step in the right d.ireciion. 


CONDITIONS ON WIIICH THE PRIZES WILl. BE GIVEN AT T'EACHERS' EXAMINATIONS. 


Prizes for General Proficiency will be given at Teacher,s' Examinations according 
t.o the fOll()wing standard:- 
To obtain First Clas,s A Imize, a Candidate must have at least above the total 
minimum of marks according to the accompanying Sc,he-dule-<one-half of the difference 
of the total of the maximum and the minimum. 
First Class B must have aboV'e the tota1 of minimum, at least one-quarter of the 
difference between the maximum and minim'um. 
Frirst Class C must have aJt least the minimum. 
Prizes wUl Ibe given in rthe S'e,cond Glass to the three 'highest abo\
e total of 
minimums. 
The following standards for composition -and reading have been adopted for the 
use of Examiners: 


Knowledge of subje,ct ................................... 
Grammatical construction and arrangement 'Of sentences .. 
Punctuation and neaJtnoos ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


40 marks 
35 marks 
25 marks 


Total ................................................ 100 m,arks 


For every word misspelt five marks are to be deducted. '.rIhe maximum, 100; 
minimum, 70. 


Pronunciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Accentuation ............................................ 
Punctuation ............................................. 
Modulation of voice ..................................... 


25 marks 
26 marks 
25, marks 
25 marks 


Total ............................... 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100 m,arks 


One mark to be charged for each fault. The maximum, 100; minimum, 70. 


The total maximum of marks attainable according to the Schedule is 1,990. The 
total of minimum marks necessary to obtain Fll'ßt Class, 1,345. To obtain Prizes 
Mcording to the above standard, Candidates must have at least t'he -following number 
of marks:- 
For MaZe8.-Maximum, 1,990; minimum, 1,345; difference, 645. 
For FemaZe8.-Maximum, 1,690; minim urn, 1,135; difference, 555. 
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As female Candidates 'are 110t examined in Algebra, IDuclid and Mensuration the 
maximum and minimum for males and females differ as above. 
First Class Certific.ates are given acco.rding to the above standard. 
1st Class A, until annulled. 1st Class B, for three years. 1st \Olass C, for 1 year. 
According to Ipresent Regulations Second Class Certificates are given to all who 
have marks above the total of minimum, for one year. 
N.E.-A special prize for the Composition of the subject on the list ,chosen will be 
given to the mos>t successful among Normal School TeaCihers, and others. 


PRECAUTIOXS TAKEN I
 THE MODE OF EXAMINATIO
. 


The Examinations are held in the Town Hall. Each Candidate has a small Desk 
for himself., or herself. The Desks are six feet apart, and were made expressly by 
direction of the Board for the Examinations. There is no Whispering, nor any oppor- 
tunity for Copying. The Examinations last three days. All the Candidates, whether 
for First or -Second Class CeTtificMes, are first examined in the Third Class subjects on 
the lists; if found competent, and they desire it, they are examined in Second Clas's 
subjects on the lists, and then in First Class subjects. The Board was induced to com- 
prI all Canod.idates to be examined in the Third Class subjects on the lists, because 
lllany applied for First Class Certificates who were barely able to obtain a Third Class 
Certificate. 


EXPLANATION OF THE SYSTEM OF MARKS ADOPTED BY THE BOARDS OF EXAMINATION. 


A description of the system of Marks in use by the Boards of Lanark and Perth at 
the Examinations may prove interesting. 
The standing of Candidates is determined by the system adopted which consists 
in giving a certain number of Marks for each subject. A maximum number of marks 
is fixed for the subject on the list which is given to the Candidates who answer well 
all .the questions on the subject .of Examination, and a minimum number is fixed 
indicating the answers to be good. A Person who does nol:. make the minimum number 
{'f 1IJarks is considered deficient in the subject examined. The Examiner, for instance, 
In giving, say ten questions in Arithmetic, will give a hundred marks to the Candidate, 
v. 110 shaH have answered all the questions correctly. The Examiner .may, at his dis- 
ci:etion, give more Marks to one question than to another, according as one is more 
difficult to answer than another, but the total number must not exceed the standard 
fixed by the Board. The accompanying Schedule contains ,the list of Subjects of 
Examination, as pres,cribed by the Programme for the Examination of Teachers, and 
also the maximum and minimum number of :VIarks allotted to each subject by the 
Board. 
It may be asked why a low maximum is given to History, Physiology, etcetera. 
I reply: the knowledge of these sU!bjeds chiefly depends on a mere effûrt of memory, 
and they are more easily learned than Arithmetic, Grammar, Reading, etcetera. If a 
high maxinium were given for the subjects I have named some with good memories 
might get higher Certificates than their other attainments as Teachers "ould warrant. 
To excel in Grammar, Arithmetic, Reading, etcetera, is considered so >highly important 
for 1'eachers that, there-fore, a high maximum is given for profi.ciency in them. 
The great benefit in the System of Marks is this, it determine.s wtih greater accur- 
acy 
nd precision the standing of èandidates than by any other system. Before the 
aðoption of the System, Examiners deciù..ed on the merits of Candid'ates pretty much 
in this fashion. A., was "very good in Grammar, middling in Arithmetic, pretty fair 
III Reading, tolerable in Geogr3Jl)hy," et'cetera. These eX'pressions were rather vague 
and indefinite. The line of d'emarcation between each Class Is sharply defined. If a 
Candidate has but one Mark below minimum of first Class he is put into the Second. 
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During the Examination the Secretary of the Board keeps the Schedule -before him, 
and each Examiner reports to him the number of 
larks each Candid.ate makes -in the 
subjects examined. The Schedule is filed in a Book and kept for future reference. 
I do not pretend to say that this system is better than all others now in Wle by 
the Examining Boards of Ontario, but it was readily adopted by the other Boards of 
the County. It has, and does, answer a purpose, a good purpose. It has raised the 
character of the Local Boards of Examlnatio.n which now have the reputation of being 
strict. Candidates and others bear testimony to the fact that It leaves Jittle, or no, room 
for partiality on the part of Ex'aminers, and has removed from the minds of Candi- 
elates sUSlpi.cions of favouritism. Examiners .can easily pO'int out to Candidates mis- 
takes, and show them the reasons why they did not obtain a higher number of Marks. 
Candidates exhibit a keen desire to know the number of Marks they make. The 
successful ones go ho.me rejoicing, and with just pride show the large number of Marks 
obtained. 


PERTH, 187-0. 


A LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT. 


LIST OF SUBJECTS Fo.R COMPOSITION AT TEACHERS' EXAMINATION. 


1. What is Education
Moral, (in its true sense), Phy'sicai and Intellectual? and 
what are its benefits and importance? 
2. Write a letter t() the Trustees, describing the mode of Discipline and School 
organization whkh you intend to adopt. 
3. What is Punctuality? 
4. Give a descr.iption of the great Rivers ()if Canada. 
5. S.ketch the life ()f ChrÏis'Ìop'her Columbus. 
6. What has been the influen.ce of Printing on Civilization? 
7. Sketc-h .the lite of ,Jacques Cartier. 
8. Why is a Kno.wledge of Agriculture beneficial to the Farmer? 
9. Write a letter to the TrWltees, containing the following applications: 
(a.) For Repairs to a S.cho.ol House. 
(b.) For a supply of Library Books and App3Jratus. 
(c.) For a supply of Merit Cards and Reward Books,
Giving reasons and par- 
ticulars in detail. 
10. The importance of forming Good Habits. 
11. What difference is there between Truth and Falsehood? 
12. The Influence of JDxample. 
N.B. oA. Spec'Ïal Prize will be given to Normal School Teachers, or to Tea.c'hers 
who. hold a Certificate from any County Board marked "A" First Olass, as these, by 
Rule Number One, are allowed to compete in Composition. 


SPECIMENS OF QUESTIO
S USED AT THE LAN ARK CoUNTY EXA::\fTNATIO:\fS. CLASS 1. SCHOOL 
ORGANIZATION, ETCETERA. 


.Marks. 
nO) 1. How wo.uld you deflne physical Education? 
(10) 2. In arranging a system of teaching, what points should be especiaHy attended 
to? 
(-10) 3. Should the School Room ,be uEed as a place of co.nfinement, or "'keeping in," 
as a punishment? .state the principle involved. 
(15) 4. May a Person be 'highly instructed and badly educated? Establish your posi- 
tion by proo.f and example. 
(10) 5. W-hat is the 'best method of presetI'ving the attention of a .class? 
(15) 6. What do we learn from observing nature regarding the best mode of imparting 
knowledge to children? 


(70) Maximum. (50) Minimum. 
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QUESTIONS IN ARITHMETI
. CL U3S I. 


:\farks. 
(10) 1. What would be tJhe proceeds of a Note for $1,000 due in 90 days, if discounte<1 
in Bank, at 6 ,per cent. interest? 
(5) 2. A Commission MeJ'chant is to sell 12,OÛ'O lhs. of Cotton, and invest the pro- 
ceeds in Sugar, retaining 1
4 ,per cent. on the sale, and the same on the 
purchase-Cotton selling at 7 'cents and Sugar at 5 cents per lb.-what 
quantity of Sugar can the merchant buy? 
(25) 3. A. B, and C, form a partnership for twelve months. A and B at once 
advanced $2,5{)'O each as their part of the capital. At the end of three 
months C advances $3,000, and B withdraws $1,000. The profits are 
$1,500; what -is the share of each? 
(25) 4. How many ounces of gold, 22 carats fine. and how many 20 carats fine, must 
be compounded with 8 ounces rwhi,ch is 18 carats fine, that tJhe compound 
may be 22 carats fine? 
(25) 5. Three pipes of equal size will fill a Cistern in 13hrs. -tOm. In how many hours 
would five such pipes fill a Cistern, whose capacity Is 2* times that of the 
first one? 


( 100) Maximum. (70) Minimum. 



 OTE. Teachers' Examinati()ns held in other places were, in most cases, up 
to a higher standard than in use previously. The foregoing are given as s'atisfac- 
tory examples. 


YALUE OF PRIZE-GIVING IN SCHOOLS. 


I will now give a few examples ()f the value of Prize-Giving in the Schools. 
The following is a condensed Report on Prize-Giving in the Hamilton Public 
Schools :- 


Educationists are divided on the question of establishing Pf'Ìzes in Schools. Some 
of them state that the influence exerted is injurious, while others as stoutly main- 
tain the influence to be healthy, and as a 'means to be used with great success. Some 
contend that in the prize system the appeal is to the least noble part of our nature, 
that it is next to impossible to award them to the really deserving, and that' while the 
few may be stimulated to over-exerUon, the many wiII plod a'an.g the pathway of 
learning just the same, w.hether prizes be awarded or not. The folIo",':ing are some 
of the reasons that may ,be urged in favour of giving the system a fair trial in our 
City Sehools: 
1. Ever
 College in Canada affers Prizes for competitian. 
Upper Ganada College offers annually se'ven Ex.hibitians-two, value of each $120; 
two, valuoe of each $80; three, vahle of eaC!h $40; also. Prizes. 
Victaria College, Gold and Silver Medals, and Prizes. 
Queen's College, Scholars,hips and Bursariæ. 
Trinity College, Scholarships and Prizes. 
McGW College, Scholarshi'ps and Prizes. 
Toronto University and College annually bestow Scholarships, Medals, Prizes, and 
Certificates of Honour. 
2. In most, if not all, Cities of Canada West Prizes are awarded in Cornman 
Schools; witness, Taronto, London and Brantford. In Toronto and Landon the in- 
fluence exe!'ted in the Common Sclhools, a
cor{Hng to information received from G. A. 
Barber, Esq., and J. B. Boyle, Esq., is highly beneficial. 
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3. Tlhe Prince of Wftles left a sum of money in quite a number of our Colleges, the 
interest of which is to be distrlbuted as Prize'S. 
4. The highest auth'Ority in .our country 'On educational matters, Doctor Ryerson, 
our Chief Superintendent, thus refers to the subject: 


"The expediency of establis'hing Prizes in Schools is an unsettled question among 
educationalists. The influence exerted by Prizes in a Sehool is said to be injurious; 
but an active and hOl1oura,ble rivalry to excel ca:l never be otherwise than beneficial. 
It pervades every class of society. Its existence has long been recognized and encour- 
aged in the best Schools and Colleges in England, as well as in Canada; and the desire 
expressed by many persons connected with 'Our Public S-chools to establish prizes in 
the Schools has induced the Chief Superintendent of Education to afford every facility 
to do so. For this purpose he will grant one hundred per cent. upon all moneys trans- 
mitted to -him by rnunicitpalities or Boards of .school Trustees, for the purchase of 
Books or Merit Gards for distibution as Prizes in Grammar and COllIlmon S.chools." 


He has sanctioned the system, and has done more than any other man in Canada 
to introduce it into our Grammar and Common He-hools, by making bhe excellent and 
liberal arrangement that all monies sent to the Educational Department for Pries 
sltalI -be doubled. He has introduced them into the Provincial Model Schools. The 
:\[asters of the Xorrnal School go heartily in its .favour. 
5. The late 'lamented Lord Elgin appr'Oved of this system, for when Governor General 
In this country he established two Prizes f'Or proficiency in Agricultural Chemistry, 
(one of $32, the other of $20,) to be awarded twice a year in our Provincial Normal 
&,hoo1. All the Teachers in the Central School are in favour of continuing the sys- 
tem. Some of them have given more "Honor Cards" during the past two months than 
they did during úhe whole of last year. This they attribute to the expectation of 
Prizes next fall by their pupils. 
In almost, if not aU, the Britis.h Universities, this system is patronized. So long 
have they been established in some of those seats of learning, that, like the freedom 
of the city of J ondon, the .mernory of man rùnneth not to bhe contrary. Fellows'hips. 
Scholarships, Bursaries, Prizes, and Premiums seem to have full sway there. And 
where else are there such institutions and such scholars? 
The venerable Lord Brougham, in .his inaugural address as President of the Associa- 
tion for the promotion .of Social Science, thus refers to the subject of Prizes in 
S
,hools:- 


"It would be wrorug to pass 'Over the fact of the S-cotch system having for m'Ore 
than a century anticlpated the important step of late taken in England, of granting 
substantial advantages to competitive examination. Reference is here made to the 
general course of advancement by Bursaries in the Schools, and 'by Exhi,bitions in the 
universities, of whif'h there are only a few instances out of many which are reported.' 


THE REVEfiEND DOCTOfi RYETISON ON GIVING PmZES IN TIm PUBLIC SClIOOLS. 


At the midsummer examinaUon of the Common Schools, in 'Toronto in 186:>, the 
Reverend Doctor Ryerson, the Chief Superintendent, said he took pleasure in saying 
that during the pa
t two months, upwards of twenty Townships had sent to the Ednca- 
tion Department sums of from $10 to $20 to him f<or prizes to be distributpd at com- 
p'2tition examinations .of the children of the whole Township, and he was hap'py to see 
the same prill{'i'ple was being adopted in some Counties. He congratulated the City 
of Toronto on having adopted the plan, and found it to work s'O well, of appealing to 
t.he love of appr.obation of the chiIdren-a princip'le lying deeip within the human con- 
stitution, and acted upon in all the Colleges, in Military life, and in wen regulated 
families. It was to be remembered that these Prizes were given for geneTal progress 
in aU bran,ches of education, and not f.or what was coaned mere book learning. Every 
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competitor had to be diligent, punctual and of good general oharacter. It was also 
worthy of remark that these 'principles applied equally to all classes of people, high, 
or low, rich, or ,poor. It was the same feeiIlig that led the soldiers of England to scale 
thê heights of Alma, that was appealed to in the granting of Prizes. T.he more this 
feeling was appealed to, awakened and properly directed, the more would society be 
elevated to what it ought to be. It had ,helped materially in raising the standard of 
genera'l education in Canada, under the Common School Sy,stem. Canada was much 
in advance of the Mother Country in her School System. All that could be done in 
England was through denominational .channels. He" as thinking that if every cor- 
poration in England were to try to afford encouragement to the educational interest 
of England, such an improvement in educating the masses could soon be made as had 
been made in Canada. Within the past few months he had sent out not less than 18,000 
volumes to 'be distributed as Prizes throug1hout the country 'S,chools of Canada. He 
hoped that tht'y \\ ould aU try to adopt the principle of not depending on mere book- 
learning, ,but educating the whole mind and leading the pupils to think.-Guelph 
II erald. " ' 



:Ir. James Carlyle, the highly successful County School Inspector of Oxford, 
thus reports upon the system as in operation in that County:- 


The monthly examinations in each division of the School is for promotion In 
the division. It Is partially oral and partiaJly written. ..It is generally a review of 
what has been gone over d,uring t'he month. I find them answer a very good purpose. 
They accustom the Pupils to express their thoughts on ,paper; they afford the teacher 
an opportunity of finding out whether the Pupils -bave fully mastered their work, and 
they act as a -healthy stimulus on the whole division, for the desire to get higher in 
the division is very great. 
The examination for Prizes takes place once a year, and it is cond.ucted In a 
similar manner to the Monthly EX8Jminations, only it is more comprehensive and Is 
more exclusively a written one. There are two or three Prizes awarded in each 
s!lbject, in each division, and the Pupils well know that those who get the greatest 
number of marks, get the Prizes. The Prizes for attendance and good conduct are 
awarded by reference to the register. This plan generally affords satisfa.ction, but it 
hardly affords sufficient encouragement to the junior members of the division. 
It affords me pleasure to k.now that there is a growing desire on the part of teachers 
and Parents to make a greater use of Prizes in Schools. The principle is generally 
considered a sound one, and a.ll that is wanted is some fair impartial manner of 
awarding them, and one, too, that wHI reward the faitrhful, 'Plodding pupil, as well as the 
talented one. 
Mr. McCallum, of Hamilton, informs me that they make use of Merit Cards in the 
following manner. At the end of the week a Card is given to each Pupil that has 
had all the recitations perfect and has noe been late or absent during the week. Then 
at the end of the year only those who have receIved a certain number of Cards are 
allowed to .compete for th.e P.rizes. 


Boys' MODEL SCHOOL, TORONTO, 1865. 


JAMES CARLYLE. 


LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT AS FOLLOWS ON THE SUBJECT. 


I select only a few examples as specimens:- 
The Reverenã O. O. Johnson, Olinton.-The keenest competition was' evidenced 
at our late examinations, and a most ready answering by many of the cblldren, thus 
proving that the effed of 'Prizes, judiciously chosen and impartial!1y distributed, Is 
most excellent. 
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Mr. Alexanaer Reid, Crowland.-An impetus has been given during last year to 
the bestowment 'Of prizes. five out of seven school'S 'having participated, and, so far as 
my knowledge extends. with 'beneficial effect; and whenever it Ihas t'he effect 'Of stirring 
up a spirit of generous emuJation and friendly striving, gr,eat good must inevitably be 
the result. 
The Reverend A. Maclennan, Tossorontio.-S'Ome efforts hav-e ,been made for the 
distribution of prizes next year (1865). The result so far has been very encouraging. 
It is my firm impression now that if there will be any obstaøles in the way it will not 
be 'on the part of those who s,hQuld be foremost in urging, helping and encouraging 
such efforts-the trustees. If it will be my l'Ot to report in 1865, I do hope I shaH be 
enabled to state that prizes are agreeably and ,profitably ,distributed in aH our s,chools. 
There are objec,u.ons to, and difficulties in connexion with, the distributi'On of prizes 
III our country schools. To avoid these, it i'8 proposed t'O give the prizes according to 
the attendance, and a ,book to every pupil in the schoo-ol. 
Mr. Andrew Irving, Pembroke.-At the 'last examination the trustees di-stributed 
a number of prizes. which I have no doubt will ,have the effect of causing an increased 
interest to be taken in educati'On alike 'by parents. teachers and !pupils. 
The Reverend Robert Scott, Oakville.-Prizes have been given with very marked 
results for good, in S'O 'far as school educati'On i'S -concerned, if the number of ,lessons 
acquired and eagerness in study are to be reckoned as such. 
Mr. Hector McRae, Oharlottenburgh.-The few schools in which prizes have been 
distributed show that oonS'iderabl'e incent:ive can be derived from the system. 
The Reverend James Black, Seneca.-During the past year only a smal,l number 
of prize'S have ,been -given in the schools under my c'harge. I'll former years, the distri- 
buti'On of prizes frequently produced dissatisfaction and Jealousy. and on this account 
the pradice of distri'buting them has been discontinued. I think. however, that pre- 
miums. judiciously given, would stimulate the pupils to greater diligence, and result in 
their more rapid pr'Ogress. 
The Reverend John Gray, Oro.-I have !'Ong adv'Ocated the best'Owal of prizes In 
connection wit'h our 'School System as highly -beneficial. 


VALUE OF COMPETITIVE SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS. 


As the result of experiments and experience, there has of late been a growing 
desire on the part of several PubHc 'School Inspectors to institute Competitive Ex- 
aminations among the Schools of their Townshi,ps. Such an Examination of R 
very successful character was recently held in some of the Townships. Thus we 
learn that 
fr. Tilley, the energetic Public School Iru;pector of East Durham, has 
been highly succes
ful in organizing a sC'heme of Competitive Examination among 
the Schools of some of his Townships, and in establishing a Teachers' Professional 
Library in connection wiih the Teachers' Association. The Council of Cavan seem 
fully alivt' to the importance of the work being done by the Educational Associa- 
tion, and not only gave $10 towards the Prizes. but also $20 towards establishing 
a Teachers' Professional Library. The Council of )fanvers also granted a like sum 
for the latter purpose. These sums will be doubled by the Edueation Department. 
The subject has recently been 
nder the consideration of the Perth Teachers' 
Association, and the following is an extract from its proce'edings on the subject:- 
The Committee appointed to walt on Members of the County Council. to 'Obtain a 
grant 'Of money for holding Competitive Township School Examinations, reported 
favourably, and the President stated that he found the CouncIl anxious to do anything 
that could aid In advancing the .cause of Education In the -County of Perth. 
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The Report of the Committee on Regulations f()r .holding Township Competitive 
Examinations having been read, the following Regulations were adopted:- 
That Pupils be examined for entrance to Classes Three, Four, Five, and for special 
Prizes in Class Six. 
That Pupils for admission to Class three be examined in Reading, Writing, 
Spelling, Arithmetic and Grammar; Class Four, in Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, 
Grammar, EpeIling, Geography and COimposition; Class Five, Reading, .Writing, Spell- 
ing, Arithmetic, Grammar, Comoposition and Geogra-phy; CJaslS Six, Reading, Writing, 
Spelling, Arithmetic, Geography, Natura'l Phi1osophy, Grammar, Geometry, Pbysiology, 
Composition, History, Algebra 
nd Mønsuration; that German -be .one .of the subjectll 
of Examinatian in Schools where that subject is taught in all Classes, and that ,Class 
Six be examined in the -swme subjects as for entrance to that Olass. 
That the Inspector tbe requested to appoint gentlemen to preside at the Exam- 
inations in the diffeTent Muntcipa'l.ities, Ibut no Tcacher shall be allO'we-d to fill sucl1 
position in his ::\lunicipaUty, that none but Public School Officials shaH 'preside at any 
of the Examinations, and that in no case shall there be less than two such Officers at 
each place of Examination. 
That the Inspector be appointed to ,prepare the Questions, get them printed, 
and keep them in his possession untlI the day of Examination, taking special care that 
no Teacher or Pupil g.et any hint of the Questions before the day of Exam.l'nation. 
That a Committee be appointed to ('xamine the Papers, and that no Teacher be 
allawed to examine the Papers of any Pupil residing in his awn Section, or Muni- 
cipality. 
That there -be two Prizes, a first and a second, for each subJect in each of the 
Classes examined, except in the case of the Sixth, for which only three Prizes will 
 
given, a first, second and third for general proficiency in aU the subjects enumerated 
for entrance to Class Six. 
A Competitive Examinatian affords an admirable opportunity of testing a Pupil's 
proficiency in elementary subjects. In doing so, two plans have been followed. The 
first is to hold a Primary Examination in the elementary .oranch in each School, and 
allow those only who have Ibeen sue-cessful in this Primary Examination to take .part 
irJ. the general Township Examinatian. The second plan is ta hold a general Examina- 
tion of all the Pupils of a Township, and award Prizes to the successful Competitors, 
irrespective of the particular Schaol from which they may have come. The first plan 
is by far the best and m{}st effectual. In the first place it is thorough, and affords a 
good test of tohe efficiency of each particular School. Besides, it serves a double purpo'se; 
it first excites public interest in each particular School, and then it introduces a system 
of healthy competition between all the Sch{}ols in the Township. Teachers, too, are 
stimulated to adopt the best methods of instruction, so that when put to a pr'actical 
test these methods will be found to be both e0onom-ica>l and effective in their' results. 


At the close of the East Durham Competitive Examination, the Prizes won 
at the late Competitiye E'xaminations for Hope and Cavan were distributed. 1\fT. 
Tilley, the Inspector, e'Ypressed himself highly p]eRsed with the success of the 
Examinations, and was confident they had been the means of doing much good to 
the ranse of Education in East Durham. He also believed that this their first 
Competitive Examination woulrl be followed by many others with equal or greater 
surce
s, ann. hoped that Municipal Councils and private individuals would vie with 
each other in lending substantial aid to make these examinations increasingly bene- 
ficial. }'Ir. D. J. Goggin, Heaa }.[a!'ter of the Port Hope Public Schools, dis- 
tributed among the successful Candidates Prizes to the amount of $165. After 
the distributio
, aU betook themselves to their respective homes, well pleased with 
8 day that wiUlong be remembered in connction with the Schools of East Durham. 
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REGULATIONS FOR HOLDING COl\IPETITIVE EXAl\IINATI01\S. 


r:rhe following Regul13tions for holding Competitive Examinations have been 
prel'aled by Mr. Henry L. Slack, Inspectcl' of PubÌic Schools in the COUIH.;' of 
Lanark :- 


1. In each Municipality where a grant of money has been made for the purpose, 
an Examinatio
 will .be held in some central place, to which wlIl be admitted Delegates 
from all the Schools 'Of said Municipality. 
2. All Pupils of Union Sections s'hall attend the Examination in the Municipality 
in which their 'School Hvuses is situated,-proved said Municipality has made a 
Gral t; provided, nevertheless, that if one porti.on of said Union Section lies within 
a. Municipality which has not m.ade a Groant, the children of that portion will n.ot be 
allowed to compete. 
3. Every Teacher shall be limited to twelve Pupils,-three only to ôe taken out of 
each of the Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Classes; and 'said Pupils must have ,been 
in attendance at SchoOl for at least Forty Days of the present year. 
4. No pupil examined at any Competitive Examinations last year will ,be allowed 
to compete again in the same class. 
5. Every Teacher will be required to furnish to the County Inspector, on the first 
July, a certified list of intending Competitors, specifying their names, 'age, attendance 
at Sc'hool for the ,present year, and the Olasses in which they are respectively to com- 
pete. 
6. There shall be three Examiners at each Examination, one of whom shall be the 
County Inspector, and the .other two Persons selected by him for the -purpose. 
7. The Examination will be conducted in accordance with the "Programme d'f 
Studies" authorized by the Council of Public Instruction, and now in use in the 
Public Echools in this Province. 
8. The Examination, as far as practicable, shall be conducted in writing. 
9. It shall be considered as contrary to the spirit of these Regulations, and to 
just 'and fair competition, that any Teacher should devote extra time in School to the 
preparation of Candidates for examination. 
10. The Examinations will 'be held in the early part of July, at such time as shall 
be deeided upon by the Inspector. 
11. Each Teacher shall contribute the sum .of fifty cents, to be collected from the 
Competitors, or otherwise, to pay expenses incurred; such sums to ,be forwarded to 
the Inspector on the first of July, together with the return of the list of Pupils. 


COUNTY LANARK COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION. 


At the County Competitive Examination of Public Schools in Perth a very 
large and interesting gathering took place, and the competition was keen and 
close. No less than twenty-four Schools of eight different Townships sent Com- 
petitors, numbering in all 103, as follows :-2nd class, 30; 3rd dass, 31 
 4th class, 
20; 5th class, 22. Ten Schools succeeded in carrying a way Prizes. 


KIND OF PRIZES AND :MODE OF DISTRIBUTING THEM AT COMPETITIVE EXAMINA- 
TIONS IN PUBUC SCHOOLS. 


Mr. A. McGill, Teacher at Bracebridge, thus writes to the Free Grant 
Gazette :- 


I ,had the 'Pleasure of attending, In the capacity of Examiner, a Competitive 
1!"Jxamination of Pupils at Gravenhurst, from the Public Schools of the Township of 
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.VIuskok
. About seventy Scholars prEsented themselves as Candidates for the Prizes. 
The Prizes, although c'hiefly Books, comprised a :Micros<.ope, Portfolio, Box of Mathe- 
matical Instruments, and several Boxes of Games. 
I cannot speak too highly of the example set by the Council of :\luskoka Township, 
in thus offering an inducement to activity among Pupils. 
I desire to offer some suggestions relative to the value of Prizes as incentives to 
energetic action on the part of Pupils, and the mode in which they should be offered, 
so that they may exert their maximum influence for good. 
The offer of Graded Prizes to all :\le.mbers of the Class is a met'hod of Prize-giving 
which I have had ample opportunity of examining, and I can speak both of its immed- 
iate and 'm.ore remote consequences for good with assurance. 
Since the true aim of Prize-giving is to inspire all, but specially apathetic and lazy 
l'upils, with a willingness to work, and that energetically, it is evident that, first, the 
Prize offered Irust be one which will possess value in the estimation of those to whom 
it i.s held oat; second, that every Pupil must be made to feel that he has a chance to 
win it; that a lazy Pupil, who persists in his indolence, shall have no chance of winning 
it; and, further, as it is desirable t.o secure all this without, at the same time, giving 
allY gr.ound, or excuse, for hard feeling, it is evident that each Competitor must 
recognize the fact that he struggles to accomplish a certain amount .of work, rather 
than to vanquish a fellow Pupil.* How we may best s
ure the accomplishment of 
these ends is the problem which we essay to solve. 
First, that the Prizes may have value in the estimation of the Pupils, let them 
consist of such articles as Boys and Girls fully appreciate. For the higher Classes we 
might suggest such as the following:-Books, l\1icrosc.opes, Telescopes, Stereoscopes, 
:Magic Lanterns, Cameras, l\Iathematical Instruments, Writing Dm;ks, Work Boxes, 
etcetera. For the Juniors, Kaleidoscopes, Hand-sleighs, Cricket Bats and Balls, 
Skates, and such other things that Boys and Girls everywhere delight to -possess. 
Eecond, That every Pupil may be made to feel that he has a chance to win fIle 
Prize, let the Prize be competed for not ,by the Pupils of one Hchool .only, but let 
Class Two of each School in the Township, or, far -better, in the District, compete 
ngainst Class Two of every other School in the District; and so with the .other Classes; 
and let the number of Prizes offered in each Class be at least equal to the number of 
Pupils in the largest Class of that particular name. For example, suppose ten Schools 
compete, Class Two of the first School may contain seven Pupils; Class Two of the other 
nine may contain more than that number; in all seventy-seven Pupils coming up for 
Examination. In such a case I would offer at least eleven Prizes, when, although but 
one Pupil in seven would carry off a Prize, each of the seventy-seven would feel during 
the year of work preceding the Examination, that he was n.ot without a. good chan.ee 
of taking some Prize. To prevent unfairness, it would be further necessary to -pr.ocure 
uniform and perfect classification in the different Schools; but this is the duty of the 
County Inspector, and may safely be left in his hands. To exemplify-we will suppose 
that the Pupils of Class Two in all the .schools of the District number seventy-seven; 
eleven Prizes are offered absolutely, ì. e., wiU certainly be awarded to the best eleven 
Pupils who compete, although none should reach eighty per cent. of the marks, but 
every Pupil who obtains eighty per ceñt. of the marks .given, shall receive a Prize at 
least equal to Prize Number Ten; thus a Pupil not receiving a Prize cann.ot say that 
he did not ,get it ,becaUße some one else did, but because he had not done the work 
assdgned. In practice, if the Examination were th.orough, not .more than ten ,per cent. 
of the Applicants would be likely to reach eighty per ,cent. of the marks given, stIll, 
the principle above en undated \\ ould hold good. 
In awarding Prizes for General Proficiency, of course, different subjects must 
be assigned values corresponding to their relative importance. I submJit the follow- 


· This Is exactly the principle upon which the system of Merit Cards Issued by the 
Education I?epartment Is based. 
IV.-U 
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lng schedule:-Reading, ljJ.O; Spelling, 100; Etymology, 70; Grammar, (including Com- 
position), 200,; Arithmetic, 200; klgebra, 100'; Geometry, 100; Geography, 80; Natural 
Hist.ory, 801; History, 100; WritJing, 100; Natural Philosophy, 100; Book-keeping, 1000. 


COUNTY OF CARLETON CO!\iPETITIVE EXA1\I1N ATION. 


At the recent annual Examination of Pupils attending the Public S.chools in the 
County of Carleton, the Prizes were of a very superior order, and comprised Standard 
W.orks on all kinds of useful Literature. In addition to these two Gold :.\ledals were 
competed for,--one given by the County ,Council and the other by His Hon.our JudgE' 
Ross. The Examiners expressed themselves weB 'pleased with the result, as the 
.t'upils dis-played a much greater proficiency than at any previ.ous Examination. The 
Reverend Mr. May, the Inspector, expressed himself as bein.g entirely .satisfied with 
the result of the Examination. He .\Va.s glad to be able to say that the County of 
Carleton was the first C.ounty in the Pr.ovince to Establish the Annual competition fOI' 
a Gold Medal, which was not exceHed by the medals given -by any University in the 
Province. Mr. Anderson, Deputy Reeve of Nepean, .said that the idea of the medal 
originated with the efficient and painstaking Inspector, Mr. May, who had been for 
years most assiduous in ,promoting the 'cause of Education in the County. The result 
of that day's proceedings was the best evidence of the efficient state of the Schools, 
which was due in a great measure to the indefatigable exertions of that Gentleman. 
.He believed that the County Council 'Would continue the Grant, as it was evidently a 
great incentive to the PupiÏls of the County. He then presented Miss Lucy Richardson 
with the COUinty Gold Medal. Master J. F. Wood, who was equal to Miss Richardson in 
general profi,ciency, was adjudged the winner '.of Jud.gp Ross' Medal.-Ottawa Times. 


DRAFT OF BILL TO Il\1PROYE TIlE CO:JIMON 
\ND CiRA)Il\L\ H 
SCHOOLS OF OXT ARIa. 1870. 1871. 


LETTER FROM THE CHIEF SUPEm
TENDEXT OF EDUCA.TIOK TO THE PnOVINCIAL 
SECRETARY. 


The present Hchool Law requires the thief Superintendent of Education to submit 
annually to the Governor II such statements and suggestions for improving the Common 
Schools and Common School Laws, and prom.oting Education generally, as he may 
deem use-ful and expedient." In the perf.ormance of this part of my prescribed duties. 
T have the honour to !Submit to the favourable consideration of the Government, with 
a view to its being introduced into the Legislative Assembly, the a.ccompanying Draft 
of Bill, for the dmprovement .of both the Common and Grammar Sch.ools, and for the 
more .practical and thorough education of the youth of the Country. The objects of 
this Bill are as f.ollows:- 
First...-To remedy certain defects in the existing School Laws, and thereby reliev9 
Trustees and other l.ocal parties from inconveniences and embarrassments in the dis- 
charge .of t'heir duties, on acc'Ûunt .of these objects in several Sections of the existing 
School Law. 
Secondly.-To provide for the Uniform Examination and Classification of Common 
School Teachers, and to make FIrst and Second Class Certificates of Qualification, 
permanent during good behaviour, and available through.out the Province. 
Thirdly.-To provide f.or the more thorough dns-pection and oversight of the .schools, 
by duly qua:l1fted Inspedors, .or County and City Superintendents. 
Fourthly.-To make all the Common Schools Free by Law, and thus end the dis- 
(lutes whioh annually occur in many School 'Sections on the subje.ct. 
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FijthZy.-To provide for the establishment of Industria] Schools for idle and 
Vagrant children, in Cities, Towns and Villages, where they may be deemed desirable 
by the local School authorities. 
SixthZy.-To provid
, as far as practicable, that each child in the land, from t'he 
age of seven to twelve years inclusive, shall Ihave the advantage of at least four months' 
instruction anllual'ly in the Common Schools. 
Seventhly.-To provide for teaching in the E'chools the eleunents of Physical Science 
in connection with the Agricultural, l\lechanical and :.\lanufacturing pursuits, and thus 
render practical help to these great material and industrial interests .of the Country. 
In this Draft of Bill, I have embodied the substance of both the Common ,and 
Grammar School Bills laid before the Legislative Assembly at its last Se.ssion of 1869, 
1870, omitting, or modifying, those Sections of it to which any objections were 
made. The general provisions of the Common 'Hchool Bill of last year have specially 
excited much attenUon and interest, and have met with very general approval. T-his 
may be seen by referring to the extracts from the Reports of Local Superintendents, 
as given in the Appendix of my Annual Rep{)rt for 18B9, and there are ,but two, or 
three, instances where the subject is referred to in these Reports, in which regret is not 
expressed at the suggested improvements pro-posed in the School Bill of ,last year not 
having Ibec-ome Law. 
After each Section of the accompanying Draft of Bill, I have inserted (in brackets) 
the remarks, (when thought necessary). in order to explain it, and to show its neces- 
sity. 
I will, therefore, only further direct attention to one of the great objects of thê 
.Bill, namely, to make our Common Scheols more directrly and effectively subservient 
to the interests of Agriculture, Manufactures and Mechanics. 
In my first S'pecíal Report on "a System of Public Elementary Education for 
Gpper Canada," laid before the Legislature in 1846,* I stated the institutions necessary 
for theße purposes; and in the concluding remarks of my last two Annual Reports, I 
have expressed strong convictions on the subject. When we consider the network of 
Railroads, w'hich are intersecting, as well as extending from one end to the obher oot 
.our Country, the various important :vIanufactures which are springing up in our 'Cities, 
Tewns and Villages, and the Mines which are beginning to be worked, and which 
admit of infinite development, provision sheuld undoubtedly be made for educating 
our own Mechanical and Civil Engineers, and chief workers in Mechanics and Mines; 
but I here speak of the more elementary part of this work of -practical Education, whlcn 
sheuld be given in the ordinary Public Schools. 
It must be admitted that, although the general organizatien of our Public School 
System is much approved, and, al,though the Echools themselves have improved; yet 
the knowledge acquired in them is yet very rrneagre,-extending for practical purposes 
very little, and in many cases net at all, beyond what have Ibeen termed the three 
R's-Reading, 'oRiting and 'Rlthmetic. If the System of Schools cannet be greatly 
unproved, what is taught in the Schools should be greatly advanced and extended. 
I entirely agree with the Honourable John carling, Commissioner of Agriculture, who, 
in a late able Report, remarks:- 


"Notwithstanding the great advancement we have made within a period com- 
paratively short, I have a growing conviction that something more is required te give 
our education a more decidedly practical character, especially In reference to the 
Agrlûultura.l and Mechanical Classes of the Oommunlty, which comprise the great bulk 
of the population, and constitute the principal means of our wealth and prosperity. 
What now appears to be more spedally needed In carrying forward this great work 


· This Report is printed In Chapter VII of the Sixth Volume of the Documentarv 
HIstory of Education In Upper Canada. 
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Is, ill addition to the .ordi'n.ary instruction in Gommon Scho.ols, tlhe introdu.ction of the 
elementary instruction in what may be termed the foundation principles of Agricultural 
and Mechanical Science." 


What Doctor Lyon Playfair has remarked, in an opening Addre,ss to the Educa- 
tional section of the Social Science Congress lately held at Newcastle. in regard to 
J!
nglish 'Elementary Sch{)olts and the teaching of practical -deuce in them. ap'plies 
largely to Canada:- 


"The educational principle of Continental Nations is to link on Primary Schools to 
secondary improvement Schools. The links are always composed of higher subjects, the 
three R's being, in aU cases, the basis of instruction; elementary Science, and even 
sùme of its applications, is uniformly encouraged and generally enforced. No armour. 
plate o.f knowledge is given to our future Artisan but a mere veneer of the three R'ø. 
Under our present system of elementary teaching, no knowledge whatever, bearing on 
the lifework of a pee-p'le, reaches them by our System of State Education. The Air 
they breathe, the Water they drink, the Tools they use, the Plants they grow, the 
Mines they excavate, might all be made the subjects of surpassing interest and im- 
p{)rtance to thellll during their whole Ufe; yet of these they learn but very little incl- 
df'ntally. Yet we are sur-prised at the consequence of their ignorance. In Great Britain 
alone more than one hundred thousand people perish annually, and at least five times 
as many sicken grievously, out .of pure ignorance .of the e1lementary laW's of Health. 
which are never taught them at 'School. The utilitarian system is noble in so far as 
it treats him as an intelligent 'being who ought to understand the nature of his occupa- 
tion, and the principles involved in it. The great advantage of directing education 
towards the pursuits and occupations ,of the people. instead ()f wasting it on verbaU-i>ID, 
is that while it elevates the individual, it, at the same time. gives security for the 
fnture prosperity of the Nation. There are instances of Nations rich in natural re- 
sources of industry, yet poor from the w.ant of kn.owledge how to a:pply them; and 
there are opposite examples of Nations utterly devoid of Industrial advantages, but con- 
stituted of an educated people who use their science as a compens-atlon for their lack 
of raw material. S-pain Is an example .of the first class, and Hol1and of the second." 


In further illustration of this subject, I desire to add a few words by Professor 
Agassiz. formerly a distinguished Teacher in Switzerland, latterly ,a more distinguished 
Profess{)r in the United States. In an Addresß at an Educational Meeting in Boston 
..on the Desirability of Introducing the Study of Na:tural History into .our Schools. 
and of using that instruction as a means of developing the faculties of chHdren and 
lE'ading them to a ,knowledge of the Creator," Profess{)r Agassiz obs,erves:- 


"I wish to awaken a 'convicti.on that the knowledge of Nature in our days Hes 
at the very foundation of the prosperity of States; that the study of the Phenomena 
of Nature Is one of the most efficient means for the development of the human faculties. 
and that, on these grounds, it I'S 'highly important that this branch of education should 
be Introduced into our Scho.ols as soon as -possible. To satisfy you how important the 
study of Nature is to the community at large, I need only allude to. the :manner in 
which, in .modern times. man has learned to control the forces of Nature, and to work 
out the material which our Earth produces. The importance of that knowledge is every- 
where manifested to us. And I ,can relfer to n.o ,better evidence to prove that there is 
hardly any other training ,better fitted to develop the highest faculties of man than 
by alluding to that venerable old man, Humboldt, who was the embodiment of the most 
extensive hu.man knowrled,ge in our day. who acquired that position, and became an 
object of reverence thr.oughout the W'Orld, merely by his devotion to the -Study of 
Nature. If it be true, then, that a knowledge of Nature is so important for the welfare 
of States, and for the training ()f men to such high posltlonß 3JInong their felIows, by 
the develo.pment of their be,st faculties, how desirable that such a S'tudy should Iform 
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part of all Education! And [ trust that the time when It wiH b
 introduced into QUI' 
Schools will only be so f.ar removed as is necessary 'for the preparation of Teachers 
capable of imparting that instrudion in the most elementary form. The only difficulty 
is to find Teachers equal to the task, for, in my estimation, the elementary instruf'tion 
if:) the IDQst difficult. It is a mistaken view with many, that a Teacher Is al ways 
f'fficiently prepared to impart the first elementary instruction to those entrusted to his 
care. I believe that in entrusting the education of the young to practically incompetent 
Teac,hers, the op'portuniÍty is frequently lost of unfolding the highEst capacities of the 
PUpU'3, by not -attending at once to thedr obvio1usly enlargEd wants in this matter. I 
have been a Teacher since I was fifteen years of age, and I am a 'reacher still, and I 
bope I shall be a Teacher all my life. I do love to teach; and there is nothing so 
pleasant to m
 as to develop the faculties of my feUow beings who, in their early age, 
are entrusted to my care; and I am satisfied that there are 'branches of knowledge 
which are better taught \\ ithout Boo.ks t:han with them; and there are some cases 
so obvious that I wonder why it is that Teachers always resort to Books when they 
"'ould teach sCime new branch in their Schools. When we would study Katural His- 
tory, instead of Books, let us take specimens- Stones, :\Iinerals, Crystals. W'hen we 
would study Plants, let us go to the Plants themselves, and not to the Books describing 
them. When we \\ ould study Animals, let us o'bserve Animals," 
These means to a limited extent have beEn successfully acted upon in our Pro- 
vincial Normal and :\lodel S('hools, but I propose to carry them into more certain and 
general operation, by an additional Lectureship in the Normal School for the special 
purpose of preparing Teachers to teach the subjects indkated in the enlarged pro- 
g:oamme of the Common and High Schools, and to make the teaching of them a part of 
the scheme of Instruction in our Public Schools. \Ve have, already, in the Educational 

1useum the specimens of :\Iodels necessary for a School of both the Fine, and some 
of the Mechanical, Arts; and I trust there will soon .be supplemented Schools of 

lecnanical anrl Civil Engineering, if not of Architecture, as also of Manufactures and 
Agriculture. But what J here propose relates to the elementary education which may 
ùe imparted on these SUbjfds in the Common and High Schools, for whkh it is also 
proposed to provide for a more thorough and practical inspection. 
J have now entered upon the Twenty-seventh year of my labours in the Department 
of Public Instruction; and herewith submit my final recommf'ndations for improving 
our School System, and .the character and usefulness of our Public Schools. 


TORO
TO, 30th Xovember, 1870. 


ECEUTON RYERSON. 


NOTE. Here foIIo\\s hy the Chief :-;llpcrintcnclent of Education an elaborate 
analy
is of a "Bill to IrnpTCl,e the ('ommon and (irammar 
chools of Ontario, with 
brief Explanatory Notc,; appen(led to (,Hch S('ction." The Dmft of this Bill, with 
the Explanatory Notes, win he found on pagrs ] 82-193 of the rrwenty-.second 
Volume of the" Documentary Ristqry of Eùucation in Upper Canada." It is 
too voluminous to he reprinted here. 
This Draft of Rill, after a very full di
'Cus:-:ion on it:; details, was pa:-iscd by 
the Legislature in February, 1871. 
The variou
 objections to details of thi" Bill and criticisms on the Eauca- 
tional System of Ontario, wpre of that ('haraeter which induced the Chief Super- 
intendent to formally reply to them. Before cloing 
o hp wrote the following 
Remarks on the Rill it
cl f. 
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REMARKS ON THE NEW GRAl\BIAR AND CO
nlON SCHOOL. ACT OF ONTAHIO, BY TH]? 
CHIEF SUPERINTEXDEKT OF EDUCATIOK, 1871. 


The New S.chool Act for the Province Oif Ontario is the most important Measure 
which has yet 'been passed by the Legislature of Ontario. In an educational point of 
view it is second only in imp.ortance and value to the present Consolida;ted School Act. 
which ,was passed Twenty-one years a.go, and which was the first Bill assented to in 
Upper -Canada, /by the late lamented Lord Elgin, after the Legislature had been removed 
to Toronto in 1849. The effect of its operation will be to give an immense impetus to 
the cause of popular and higher Education in this Province, the results of which in 
the well-b
ing .and progress o'f the Country, it is not easy to estimate. The history of 
the Bill, as an Act ()If Parliamenlt, is so well known, that I need not recapitulate it. But 
thre are a few points c.onnected with its preparation and passage to which I deem it 
proper to refer. 
The Bill itself was framed after a full and free consultation on most of its proposed 
provisions at the various County School Conventions held in the winter of \1868-9. by 
the Chief Superintendent of Education.* After its main features had been thus sub- 
mitted to popular discus'Slion it was formally submitted to the Legislature and was 
there subjected to an ordeal of a more critical discussion of its details before a large 
Committe'e of the House of Assembly, during the >Session of 1869-70. As the result of 
that Conference and discussion on its varioUf; provis.ions, it was again, with some 
modifications, emlbodied in a Bill, (which was re,ferred to in the Speech from the 
Throne), and laid before the Legislature in Decein'ber, 1870. Although subjected to 
unusual critkism in the House, and vigorously opposed by some l\le.m ' bers, it is most 
gratifying to know that the Bill is substantially tne same as that first introduced !by 
the Honourable :\1. C. Cameron, Provincial Seèretary, who had charge of the Bill, and 
n-ho so patiently, and yet so ably, explained and defended its provisions. In no single 
instance, so far as I am aware, were changes made in any essential principle, or feature 
of the Bill. Several modifications in its details were, of course, made, ,but they were 
chiefly suggested by its promoters, or without hesitation concurred in by them when 
offered in good faith and without a party o.bject. 
The liberal and pract.ical spirit in which the new Act \vill be carried out by the 
Education Department will afford the best answer, and be an ample vindication of the 
Chief Superintendent from the unjust aspersions which some parties have cast upon 
him. 
With a view to promote the liberal and comprehensive spirit in which the whole Act 
will be carried out, the Regulations of the Council of Public Instruction in regard to 
it were framed with that special view, in regard to the "QuaHflcations of Public Scho.ol 
Inspectors and of County Examiners." It will be seen by those Regulations that no 
Examination v;hatever will be required from three classes of persons, videlicet:-(1) 
The present County and City Superintendents of -Schools. (2) Head 
lasters of Gram- 
mar, .or High, Schools, or, (3) from Graduates of Universities. All that such Persons 
will have to do is to satisfy the Education Department that they are acquainted with 
the special subjects of School Organization and Discipline, and the provisions of the 
La wand Regulations on those subjects. 


· For an account of the<:e Proceedings 
ee page 143 of Yolume XXI. of the Documentary 
History of Education in Upper CamHla. 
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PASSAGE OF THE GRAl\I1\IAR AXD CO:JI
ION SCHOOL I)IPROVEMENT 
BILL OF 1870, 1871, THROUGH THE LEGISLATURE. 


During the passage of the Drat t of the Common and Grammar :School BilI 
through the Legislature, a number of Amendments to it were proposed by the 
Honourable Edward Blake and others,-each of which was rejected by the House. 
In introducing his Amendments, 1\11'. Blake made an elaborate Speech, which, as 
reyised by him
elf, was published in a Pamphlet. Doctor Ryerson replied to it 
through the columns of The Globe Newspaper. On the appearance of his revised 
Speech in Pamphlet form. Doctor Hyerson a(ldressed a seconcl Letter to :Mr. Bbke. 


LETTER TO THE HONOURABLE EDWARD BLAKE, IN REPLY TO HIS SPEECH, IN THE 
HOFSE OF ASSEMBLY, AGAINST THE SCHOOL BILL OF 1870, 1871. 


When the Common School Blll of 1850, which bas b
ome the Magna Charta of our 
School System, was before the Legislature of Canada in that year, it WIU) arranged 'by 
mutual consultation, that the education of the people should not be made a political 
party question, and that, in legislating for jits promotion, no party advantages should 
be sought. It was, therefore, agreed that when a Member of the Government should 
move the second' reading of the Bill the Leader of the OpposiÏtion should second it. 
This was done; and when the House went into CoilIlmittee of the whole .on the Bill, I 
was requested to sit in the House, between Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Hincks, to afford 
them, as oCX'asion might require, answers to enquiries of Memlbers as to various provi- 
sions of the Bill. When even certain financial Sections came up, and Members asked 
as to the necessity of such and such !Sums, the reply on the part of the Government was, 
that they cou1d not tell of their own knowledge, but that such was the estimate by the 
Chief Officer of the Department, and the Author of tne Bill-that the Estimate ap- 
peared to them to be moderate, but that care would be taken that the money should 
not be needlessly expended. 
I had prepared this Bill o'! 1850 at the request of MT. Baldwin, (then Attorney- 
Genèral and Leader of the House), who devoted nearly two days in going over it clausp 
by clause with me. 
Such, sir, was the spirit and manner in which our School System was embodied in 
the form of law; and in the same spirit I addressed my first Circular to Municipal 
Coundls, adducing the >conduct of the Leaders and Members of ,both parties in the 
Legislative Assembly as an example for their ;imitation, in not allowing the element or 
spirit or political party to enter into the great work of providing .for the education 
of their children, and in that spirit of Christian patriotism have the Municipal Coun- 
cils, from 1850 to this day, performed their part of the work in promoting the educa- 
tion of our Country; and nothing can excel the noble manner in which the great body 
of the people have acted in the same sp.ïrit and for the same national o.bject. 
If a gentleman, whether in the Legislature or out of it, thinks it better that 
Boards of High Schools in Cities and Towns should be separate f,rom the Boards of 
Common Schoo.ls, rather than to have both from one Board, it is bis right and his duty 
to express it; and I respect him the more for an honest expression of his opinion, 
though different from him. And so with a gentleman who may think that Common 
Schools in Cities and Towns should be exempted from the proposed provision for ma-k- 
ing Common Schools Free :t>y law; so also with a gentleman who might think certain 
provisions of the Bill would injure rather than bene,fit both Grammar and' Common 
Schools in some localities; so likewise with a gentleman who might think certain pow- 
ers to be conferred on certain parties by the Bill are needless and objectionable, or 
that certain personal conditions are not requisite. . Or if a gentleman should think the 
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Vf'ry principle of the Bill objectionable, and, therefore, should object to its Second read- 
ing, his duty and his honour would require him to do it. But for a gentleman and 
scholar to lay down a -principle, in the for'll of objection, which is at variance with the 
practice of all Statesmen and Legislatures in every educating Country in the world, 
and which would have prevented an educational progress in both Europe and America, 
but also to attack the Council of Public Instruction,-a Body of educated gentlemen, 
and most of them of educational experience, who have devoted months of time and 
much lalbour to promote the educ
tion of the youth of the land-gentlemen who have 
prepared and prescribed every Regulation and standard of Examination by which our 
School System has been made the !boast of our own land and the praise of other lands, 
-gentlemen who have thus given their advice and profession3l1 learning and experi- 
ence, during twenty-five years, without a farthing's remuneration for their services; 
nay, further, for you as a .gentleman to ,misrepresent the words and acts of another 
gentleman, when and where you knew he could not defend himself, and one whose pub- 
lil. life, in the service of his Country, is longer than your natural life in the world; 
for you Sir, to do all this, and more than this, I leave to the Members of the Legisla- 
ture of any -party, and to the public at large to judge whether your conduct is states- 
manlike .or the reverse, patriotic or selfish, fair or unfair. 
Sir, you have given me no opportunity of meeting you face to face; you were 
appointed on a large Select Committee of the House of Assembly, where the very matters 
on which you have assailed the School System were discussed, but you never appeared 
where I c.ould answer you. . . . And I now challenge you to meet me through the press, 
or on any platform, and sustain, if you can, the statements and insinuations which you 
hflve made at a time, and where neither I nor the other objects of your assault could 
m.eet you. I 'will meet you ,and Mr. Brown on all the qUEstions of yours and his 
imputations. You need not excuse yourself out of professed respect for any age. You 
had no respect for that in your statements and insinuations, which 'the Globe Reporter 
has suppressed. 
Nay, sir, you can do things to which another man could hardly descend; such, for 
example, as 'when a few months s-ince you dem.anded a. Voucher for the enormous sum 
of $23 paid me as travelling expenses .for going from Toronto to Ottawa, and back 
again in 1868, to close up the business of my Department there after Confederation. 
The Prodncial TrEa'3UJ'ler f.ound hiE archivEs mi'll'us this important documf'ut; and, to 
satisfy your demand, sent to the Educational Department to make inquiries about it, 
when the veritable Vouoher was found duly fy.Jeod. 
I now address myself, in brieof, to some of y.our doctrines and statements: 
You lay it down as an essential preliminary and condition of School Legislation 
t!lat there must 'be petitions from the people for it. Sir, was there a single petition 
fJ om all Ireland when, in 1832, the Imperial Government and Parliament, through 
Lord Stanley (aUer", ards Earl Perby), f'staibUshEd a system of national edncation, 
unde,r the direction of a Board of Education, in Dublin, invEstpd with ten times tþ.e 
power ever P'l'oposed to be conferred upon the Canadian Council of Public Instruction 
-a .system under -whicl. Ireland has a'lvanc4 d in knowledge and civilization, ,beyond 
what could have been anticipated in 1830? W-ere there any 'petitions from the people 
in England, or Scotland, when t
le nil ';r
, nt anJ Gove1'1)11nt:nt established the 'System 
of Elementary Education for Great Britain, ultimately granting 
800,OOO sterling per 
annum, and all Expended under a small Committee of the Privy Council, ,,'hich made 
every Regulation and prescribed every condition and examination, and appointed 
every Inspector; determined the c1assification and even Salaries of the Teac helfs, and 
expended, at its discretion, every farthing of the large Parliamentary grant? Were 
there petitions fro'll the ,people 'when tlJ1e British Parliament passed the recent School 
Act, to improve the Elementary ,School System ,by introduc,ing the Canadian principle 
of local elective -Boards of S,chool Trustees and :'\lunicipal taxation, to manage and 
suppoTt the S'choo1ls; and which, I happen to know, was adopted from our Canadian 
System, in preference to the American System of School taxation by Acts of the Legis- 
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lature itself? Sir, have you ever known of a single Petition from the. pe.ople of the 
States Qf Massachusetts, or Xew York, or any other State, for .school Legislation, o'r 
for any-'one of the numerous Acts to amend their School Laws and improve their .school 
SystEms? Were there any Petitions from the people of Canada for the general School 
Law in 1841, and then for the amendment of that law in 1843, and again in 1846, or 
for the more important School law .of 1850, or additions to and improv.ements of It in 
1853, 1860, and 1865? Sir, if your doctrine be true, then all the Statesmen of Great 
Britain and of Ûle United States, and of our own Canada, have acted wrongly in all 
past times, in frequently doing wlhat they did without petitions, for t'he education of 
the people. 
If you have studied the first elements of the problem of educational and 8'ocial 
rrogress; if you have penetrated the spirit, as you have read the letter of laws; if you 
had mastered even the first Jessons of mental 'philosophy and the laws of mental 
development, you would have known that all intellectual, as well as moral, advalJlce- 
ment must be ;t)y the moral pressure and infiuence of the 'better educated upon the less 
pducated portions of the community. One characteristic of \both inteHectual and .ffiOO'al 
ignorance is, that it is unconscious of its destitution; it has no knowledge of, and 
therefore no desire -tor, anything better.. . The education of a people and the 
improvement of .their School Laws is n.ot the redressing of a felt .grievance, but the 
nmedy .of a defect, the supply of a deficiency, the development 'Of new resources; and 
this is not an arena for the development of party, but a wQrk (always difficult ror any 
Government) in which every man should forget that he Is or ever was a partisan, a>nd 
feel that lb.e is a CanadJalJl, and that every other Canadian is obis 'brother, of whatever 
sect, or pa'rty-that the work is not the battle-axe, or 'property, of any party, but as I 
have always sought to represent it, the creatLon and joint ,produce, and common 
l),!'operty of all parties Qr rather of all Canadians of progress, ir,respective of sect or 
pârty. 
TORONTO, January 10, 1871. EGERTON RVERSO:-J. 


OFFICIAL CIRCULARS OF THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT ON THE 
NEW SCHOOL LAW OF O
TARIO, 1871. 


1. To THE WARDEN AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY COUNCILS IN THE PROVINCE 
OF ONTARIO. 


I address tbrough you, to the County Council over which you preside, this Circular on 
the subj.ed of the new Scl1ooI1aw. We hav,e j.o.inb1y and harmoniously laboured t.ogether 
during more than a quarter of a century for the education of the youth of our common 
Country. Closely approaching 'my three score years and ten, I have been anxious, bef.ore 
leaving the Administration IOf the Sch.ool System to other hands, to remedy, as far as I 
could, such defects in the School law as my own long experience had suggested, and as 
have been felt 'by local school Auth.orities; to supply wants unpil'ovided for, or created 
by the progress of the School System, and to adapt it as completely as possible to the 
I)resent state of society and of oar Municipal Institutions. To do this I have taken 
sJ;ecial pain'S and incurred much laibour. I have .mape a fourth T.our of Inquiry and 
Examination into the School Systems of foreign educating Countries. both in Europe 
and America, and reported to the Government the results, with reeommendations for 
the improvement of our own School Sy'Stem. These reoommendatioIlß' were submitted 
to a very large S.elect Committee .of >our Legislative Assembly, (a Committee chosen 
v.ithout reference to party). T.he Bi1l which the Committee reported as the result of Its 
lengthened and minute deliberations, was afte,rwards submitted ,by me, for consultation. 
to County School Conventions held in the various Counties of the Province. In the 
final -draft of Bill, I embodied those !provisions only which r
eived genera1 approval 
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after so muOO consul,t'ation. I am, 'however, thankful to -be able to say that æfter a 
good deal of -ðiscussion the Bill has passed the Legislative Assembly, not onLy unim- 
paired, but ,greatly improved in its provisions in res'pect to High Schools and other 
details. 
The eEtabLi:s-hment of Free Sc\l1()'Ols by law has been long and almost unanimous,ly 
desired by the Coun.try; and t'he correspond-ing provis'ion to secure to eadh ehiiJd in the 
land Public 'School instruction during four months of each year 'from the age of seven 
to twelve years inclusive, and providing means to enable Trustees to enforce this 
provision in any case of wilful delinquency. 
County 'CouncHs have complained of the expensiveness of County Boards of 
Examiners; and Teachers have complained of being examined for Certificates of 
qualification, and their Schools being ins'pected, by persons 'Who had never been School 
Teachers. Both of these grounds of 'COmplaint have .been removed by the new .school Act. 
Under the authority of that Act, each County 'Council appoints a Board of Examiners 
consisting of from three to five Members, whose Qualifications are .to ,be prescribed by 
the Council of Public Instruction as follows:- 
"All Head Masters o'f Grammar, or High S'chools, and all Graduates who have pro- 
ceeded regul'arly to their Degrees in any University in the British Dominions, and have 
taught in a College, or School, not less tiJ1an three years; -and all Tea.chers of Common, or 
Public, SOOools ""ho have obtained a First-class Prov.indal Certificate of Qua1lificatioos, 
or who may obtain such Certificate under the provisions of the present law, s.hall 'be 
consÏder,ed legaUy qualified to be appointed Mem.,bers .of a -Board of Ex-aminerE, on their 
obtaining from tl
e Education Department a Certifi.cate of their having complied with 
this Regulation, and being eligible under its provisions." 
Your Council will select ,from these three classes of legally qualified persons a 
County Board of Examine'fs, of whom a Oounty Inspector must be one; and the Coun- 
dl will, of 'course, before appo.inting any Person as Examiner, satisfy itself that such 
l'erson possesses the Certificate above specified. 
But the Act requir,es that each Board of Examiners shall include a County 
Inspector, and also provides that "The Qualifications of Inspectors shall be prescribed 
by the Council of Public Instruction, which shall determine the time and manner of 
examination of Candidates for Certificates of Qualification, and .grant Ce.rtificates of 
Qualification; and no one no.t holding such Certificate of Qualification slhall be eUgible 
to be appointed an Inspector." 
According to the requirements of the S'tatute, the Council of Public Instruction has 
prescribed the qualifications of County Inspectors. 
"All County and City Superintendents of Common, or Public, Schools who have 
held that office consecutively for three years; all Tea'chers of Puiblic Schools who have 
obtained, or who shall obtain First-class Provincial Certificates of Qualifications 'Of the 
highest grade (A); all Head Masters of Grammar, or High, Schools, who have taught 
the same'School three years, and who shall prepare and transmit to the E.ducation 
Depa,rtment a satisfa'Ctory Thesis on the Organization and Discipline, of Public .schools; 
and an Graduates who have proceeded regularly to their Degrees in any University in 
the British Dominions, and who have taught in a College, or School, not le,ss than three 
years, and who shall prepare and transmit to the E.ducation Department a .satisfactory 
Thesis on the Organization and Discipline of Public Schools, shan be ßQ'llsj.dered leg,aIIy 
qualified .for the office of County Inspector of Publi'C Schools, without any further 
examination, on their o'btaining, in each case, from the Education Department, the 
Certificate required by Jaw." 
Any person, therefore, possessing the Ie-gal qualifications for the office of Oounty 
Inspector is eligible for appointment to that office, and it will be necessary for him to 
procure from the Education Department, and present to the County 'Counc.il, the Certi- 
ficate of his qualification required by the Statute. 
It has been my intention, in recommending these provisions of the new School Act, 
that the offi'ce of .county Inspector should, as far as possible, 'be filled by meritorious 
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Common School Teachers, who, by their lalbour, skill ana acquirements, have obtained 
the first raIllk in their profession. But at present the only class of 
mmon School 
Teachers who possess first-class Provincial Certificates of qualification are those who 
have attended the Normal School. I think therefore, that no permanent appointment of 
County Inspectors should be made before the tPublic School 'Teachers at large shall have 
had an opportunity, by examination, of o.btaining a First-class, grade A, Provincial 
Certificate of Qualification. This can 'be done qy the County Councils at their June 
Meeting appointing Inspectors of persons, now legally qualified. At thei,r next January 
Meetings the CO'Unty Councils can, from the Lists of qualified persons to ,be furnished 
them by the Education Department, make their selections and appointments of County 
Inspectors with a view to permanency. In this way due consideration wiII be given to 
the profession of Public School Teachers. 
It Is åmportant that eaoch County Clerk should inform me, immediately afte-r the 
Meeting of the County Council, of the name and address of each County Inspector 
appointed, that I may know to whom to address the Examination Papers of Teachers, as 
the :first Examination should take place not later than July. 
The new S<,hool Act invests the County Council with important powers, by the 
appointment of an impartial Committee, for the settlement of the many questions of 
complaint and dispute aris-ing out of tihe formation of High SC1ho-o1 SectionE. 
The mode of appointing Trustees of Grammar, or High, Schools by County, Town 
and Village Municipal Councils is unchanged by the new School Act; but the powers of 
t'he 'Boards O'f High School Trustees are made the sqme in rEspect to supporting High 
Schools as are the other Boards of Trustees in repect to the support of Public Schools; 
. so that the chief reason for the union of High and Public School Boards in past years 
no longer exists. A more equitable and comprehensive mode of providing for the sup- 
port of High Schools is also made by the new School Act, apart from the High School 
Building, which must be wholly provided by the Town, Village, or School, division within 
which the High School is situated; and the Act makes it the duty of the County Council 
to prescribe the limits of each existing High School District. 
I confidently trust the important powers and duties which the new School Act 
ponfers and enjoins upon County Councils will be exercised and disoharged with the 
same intelligence, impartiality and patriotism which have characterized their proceed- 
ings during the last twenty years. 


TORONTO, !\Iarch, 1871. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


II. To TRUSTEES OF RenAL SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. 


The .new School Act, which provides that .. all Common Schools shall hereafter be 
designated and known as Public Schools," confers upon Trustees of School Sections 
great additional powers and facilities for the discharge of their important and often 
difficult duties. 
By law all your Schools are made Free Schools, and as such supported entirely 
by Rates on taxable property. The great o,bject desired so frequently and wit'll so 
much unanimity by County School Conventions, and by the friends of educational 
progress generally, is thus accomplished, and the agitations which have taken place on 
the subject duri,ng the last twenty years, will now cease, although trey have prepared 
the way for this grand consummation of a Free Scho-ol law. 
While the Law thus makes every man in proportion to his property, which is 
protected and increased in value by the labour of all, liable for the education of every 
child in the land, it also provides that every child shall have the right of at least four 
months' School instruction each year from seven to twelve years of age-that is six 
Years; and invests Trustees with power to see that no Parent, or Guardian, shall wilfully 
without penalty, violate this beneficent provision of the Law, and of which every Rate- 
payer has a right to claim the execution. 
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Then follows the corresponding necessary provision, that U each School ,Corpora- 
tion shall provide adequate S
hool Accommodations for all children of school age in 
t.heir School division, or municipality." These" adequate Accommodations" include 
two t1:lings :-First, protection of the Pupils from snow and cold in Wi.nter, and froIn 
rain in Spring, Summer and Autumn. Secondly, sufficient Room, Seats, Desks, and 
necessary outside Conveniences for the Pupils. In default of this, the payment of the 
School Apportionment may be withheld, and the defaulting Trustees made personally 
responsible for the loss of the amount thus forfeited and lost to the School Section 
through their neglect; and any Parent may sue the Trustees for damages in not pro- 
viding U Adequate Accommodations" for the due reception and teaching of his child. 
Then follows also the obligation of Trustees to employ a competent Teacher. If 
the property of every man is taxed in proportion to its value to support a Public 
School, every man has a just right to claim the teaching of his children an the subjects 
of the Public 
chool education. The First clause of' the Eighty-first Section of the 
Consolidated School Act explicitly requires that, u It shall be the duty of every Teacher 
of a Common School to teach dHigently and faithfully all the subjects required to be 
taught in the School;" and, therefore, a Teacher must be employed competent to teach 
those subjects, as far as the children of each Ratepayer may require. It would be a. 
monstrous injustice to tax a man to defray all the expenses of a School, and then that 
his children could not be taught in such School the presecribed Puhlic School subjects, 
on account of a Teacher being employed less advanced than some of his own children. 
The object of the Free School Law is not to save the pockets of certain parties, but to 
make the School 80S fit to teac'h in, as it is free, to all classes of children of. school age, 
by making the property of ail liable for its support, and empowering Trustees to com- 
mand Its resources. It is, therefore, as much the duty of Trustees to employ a Teacher 
as competent to teach more advanced Public School Pupils in their Section as to teach 
the 'beginners; and the best economy is to employ the best Tea
her that can be 
obtained, as it is to employ the best Physician, or Lawyer, Or Mechanic. 
The Thirteenth Section of the Act contains a most important provision for intro- 
ducing into the Schools U the teaching of uhe elements of Natural History, of Agri- 
f'ultural Chemistry, of Mechanics, and of Agriculture," and makes it the duty of the 
Council of PuNic Instruction to train Teachers, prepare a Programme of Studies, and 
select Text-books for that purpose,-thus giving the Public Schools a practical oharacter 
In connection with various industrial pursuits of the Country that they have never 
yet possessed, but which has recently been largely provided for by the Legislature. 
The Fifteenth Section of the new School Act also provides against injuriousily 
smal1 School divisions; and the Sixteenth Section of the Act provides for a majority 
of the Trustees, or any five Ratepayers, a competent and impartial tribunal of appea1 
against an unjust, or hurtful, formation, or alteration, of the boundaries of their 
School Section. 
Tbe Seventeenth Section of thp Af't nrovides facilities for procuring suitable Schoo,} 
Sites. suclh as have often been applied for by Trustees anil others. but. which 'have not 
heretofore been provided by law. 
By the Twenty-spventh Section of the School Act, the Division Court is substituted 
for the often tedious and uncertain mode of arbitration for the settlement of pecuniaTY 
disputes between Trustees and Teachers. 
By the Second Sub-section of the Thirtieth Sectl()n of the Act, more extensive and 
defined powers are given to the CoIIector appointed by Trustees: and by the Third 

ub-section of the same Section, the restriction heretofore imposed upon Trustees in 
employl,ng a Teacher for the ensuing year be
ween the first of October and the second 
Wednesday in January, Is repeale,d. 
By t'hese provisions of the new School Act, and others to which T need not refer, 
great additional facilities are provided to enable Trustees to fulfil the important and 
responsible trust committed to them by their fellow-citizens for the sound Public School 
education of all the youth of the land-a trust which I doubt not you will fulfi,l In 
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a manner worthy of your office, and commensurate with the best interests of our belovecl 
Country. 


TORONTO, March, 1871. 


EGERTON RVERSOX. 


III. To TEACHERS OP THE PUBLIC 
CHOOI,S OF OKTARIO. 


The new School Act contains more provisions to advance the profession and 
DOsition of Teachers of Public Schools than any School Act, which has -been p,assed by 
our Legislature since 1850. 
It makes aU the Schools Free by Law, and thus relieves Teachers of all labour and 
frequent diffi'culties and losses arising out of the Rate-bills on Pupils. 
It makes permanent, during good behaviour, all Certificates granted by County 
Boards according to the Terms, giving no power to such Boards, or to any other Board, 
br Council, or individual whatever, to cancel such Certificates, except for misconduct, 
until they expire according to the terms of them. 
It provides for the examination of Candidates for Teachers' Certificates of Quali- 
fication by Boards of Examiners consisting of none but those who have had experience 
In teaching. 
It authorizes Regulations by which none but holders of First-elass Provincia! Cer. 
tificates of the highest grade, or University Diplomas, with testimonials of experience 
in teaching equivalent to the higher grade of First-class Provincial Certificates of 
Teachers, shall ,be Inspectors of Public Schools. 
It repeals the Section of the Consolidated School Act which prevented the employ- 
ment of Teachers, except up.der certain cIrcumstances, for an ensuing year between 
the first of October and the second Wednesday in January. 
While the provisions of the Consolidated School Act relative to the prompt pay- 
ment of Teachers' Salaries remain unchanged, the new Act provIdes a more certaIn 
and expeditious mode of settling pecuniary disputes between Trustees and Teachers, 
by the decision of a Court, than by the old method of Arbitration. 
The highest class County Board Certificates hereafter to be awarded, (equal to 
second-class Provincial Certificates), will be for life, or during good behaviour, and 
valid in every County of the Province, instead of being lia.ble, as heretofore, to be 
cancelled at the pleasure of the County Board granting them, and limited to one 
County. 
The Regulations and Programmes of Studies for the Discipline of the Schools and 
the Classification of Pupils, will as much improve the position of Teachers and facilitate 
the performance of their duties, as the provisions of the Act above referred to. 
But while provision is thus made to improve the position and protect the Interests 
of the Teachers,-equal care must be taken to maintain and elevate the standard of 
the Teacher's qualifications; so that, while, on the one hand. the Teacher is secured 
in what belongs to the dignity and efficiency of his profession, the public shaH be 
guaranteed against unqualified and incompetent Teachers. If the position of the 
Teacher is improved, the standard of hig qualifications should be proportionately ad- 
vanced; and this will tend still further to improve his position and interests and, at the 
same time, increase the efficiency and value of his teaching,-thus effecting a saving 
in the time of the Pupils, and promoting the development of their faculties, and their 
acquisition of knowledge. 
It is with this view that the new School Act has provided for the more uniform 
and effective Examination of Candidates for the Teaching Profession, and their classi- 
fication, according to quaIlfication and merits. The Ontario Association of Teachers 
have themselves requested that the Council of Public Instruction should prepare Papers 
for the Examination and Classification of Teachers throughout the Province, and direct 
the manner of such Examination. This is provided for by the new Act. There have 
heretofore been four classes of Teachers' Certificates. There will hereafter be but 
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three Classes af ICertificates, namely, Provincial Certificates /by the Cauncil af Public 
Instructian, and two. classes af Certificates by Caunty Baards. The third Class Certifi- 
cates heretafare given by County Boards will hereafter cease to be given. The Exam- 
inatian Papers for the three Classes af Certificates to. be given, ,will all be prepared 
under the direction af the Council af Pubdic Instruction, as also. the estimated value 
af each question, and will thus be the same in every Caunty of the Pravince. 
Each Class af Examinatian Papers thus prepared will be sent to. the Caunty 
Inspectors under Seal, nat to. be broken except on the day and place af Examinatian af 
Candidates, and in their presence. The Examinatian will take place an the same day 
and at the same hour, at the place of Municipal Cauncil Meetings in all the Co. unties 
and Cities af the pravince, and the same time allowed, and the same mode adapted in 
the Examinations by every Caunty and City Board af Examiners. The Questians and 
Answers by Candidates far Fi.rst-class Provincial Certificates will be farthwith sealed 
tIP in the presence af the Candidates, and transmitted to. the Education Department 
at Taranto; the value af the Answers to. the Questions far the ather two. Classes af 
Certificates will be decided upan by the Caunty Baards of Examiners, who. wi.}} grant 
the Certificates accardingly. 
The law est Class Certificates issued by the Caunty Baard will be valid for three 
years, but not renewable, unless under very special circumstances.. That the 
prafession will thus be gradually purged af nan-impraving and incompetent Teachers, 
and Parents and PupIls will -be relieved 1()f their incumbency. 
To. be eligible far Examinatian for the highest Class Caunty Baard Certificat
, 
(ar Secand-class Provincial Oertificate), the Candidate must have successfully taught 
three years; and the Certificate abtained by him or her, will ,be valid during life, ar 
gaad behaviaur, and will be available in all the Municipalities af the Pravi,nce. 
Tú be eligible far Examination far a First-class Pravincial Certificate, the Candi- 
date must have successfully taught five years, ar two. years, if during that periad he 
has held a Secand-class Certificate granted under the new Regulations, and his Certifi- 
cate will .nat anly be valid during life, ar during gaad behaviaur, and available in all 
the Municipalities af the Pravince, ,but will, if af the first grade, (A), render him eligible 
for the affice of County Inspectar af! PubJic Schools. 
It is impartant to. add, that the standard of qualificatians of these different Classes 
of Teachers will be the same far all Teachers, whether trained in the Narmal Schaal ar 
not; and just as the same Examinatia.n is r-equired af all Candidates for the Degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in the University, whether they have attended Lectures in Univer- 
sity College, ar whether they have studied at home, with, ar wit'haut, the aid of a 
private Tutor. 
There is immense advantage in Candidates far First-class Pravincial Certificates 
attending the 'Lectures, Examlnatians and actual tea,ching in the Madel Schoals, in 
cannectian with the Normal Schaal. . . . But the standard of qualificatian cannot 
be varied to suit the varying circumstances of Candidates. The Normal Schaol, with 
its Madel Schools, is the University for the training of Teachers far Public Schaols. . . 
Nar must Teachers holdl,ng even the higher Caunty IBoard Certificates suppose 
that It is an easy thing to. abtain a First-olass Pravincial Certificate. This has never 
been accamplished, nor can it be accomplished, withaut long and severe application. 
I have caused the Register of our Narmal Schaal for the last faur years to. be examined, 
with the fallawing results: During the years, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, (with an average 
attendance af about 150, each of the half-yearly Sessions), there have ,been granted only 
thirteen pravincial Ce
tificates of the First Grade A. Of the thirteen Students who. 
obtained A Certificates, eight entered the Normal Schaol with First-class Gou.nty Board 
Certificates, and two with Secand-class Caunty Baard Certificates. During the same 
periad of four years, thirty-four First--class Pravincial Certificates of the Second grade 
B were granted to. Students, fifteen of whom had obtained First-class, and ,nine Second- 
class Caunty Board Certifi-cates before entering the Normal School. During the same 
four years fifty-nine First-class Certificates af the Third grade C were granted to 
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Students, twenty-four of whom possessed First-class. and ten Second-class County 
Board Certificates on entering the Normal School. 
The time required to take a Certificate depends, of course, upon the attainmenta 
and ability of the Student, and the grad,e and class to which he aspires. To obtain a 
first-class grade A the average time take.n is between three and four Sessions. A few 
have taken such Certificates in one Session, but the majority require four. five and even 
six Sessions. The average time required to take a second-class certificate. grade A, is 
about two Sessions. 
The Course of ètudies in the Normal School was la.st revised in 1858, . . . as 
the standard of qualifications for all Teachers in order to entitle them to First-class 
Provincial Certificates; and just in proportion as they approach that standard will 
they be qualified thoroughly to manage and teach the Public Schools. as well as to 
inspect them; and just as the Public Schools approach the standard of the Model 
Schools, will be their increased value in the knowledge they impart. the faculties they 
develop, the habits and character they aid to form in the youth of our Country. Every 
Teacher should aim to occupy as high a place as possible in his profession, in his 
character, his example, his habits, his success, his usefulness. 
TORO
TO, !\Iarch. 1871. EGERTON RYERSON. 
EXPLANATORY XOTE. 


Attendance at the K ormal School for Ontario, with the required practice in the 
Model School, and pns3ing the requisite exnminations for a First Class Certificate, 
shall be considered equivalent to teaching five years in a public or private School. 
So also, attendance at the X ormal School, with the required practice in the :l\Iodel 
Schools, and passing the requisite examination for a Second Class Certificate, shall 
be considered equivalent to teaching three years in a public or private School. 
In regard to teachers in French or German settlements, a knowledge of the 
French or r:erman Grammar, respectively, may be substituted for a knowledge 
of the English Gran1tlrlar, and the certificates to the Teachers expressly limited ac. 
cordingly. 


crRCULAR TO THE WARDEY AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY 
COUNCILS IN O
TARIO, IN REGARD TO THE APPOINT- 
MENT OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, OR 
INSPECTORS, OF SCHOOLS. 


In 
Iarch last I addressed. through you. to the County Council over which you 
preside, a Circular Letter on the subject of the New 
choo1 Law. 
In that Circular I referred to the appointment of County Inspectors of Public 
Schools, and suggested the advisableness of a temporary appointment of such Inspector; 
but it having been represented to me that some of the ,best qualified Persons, for the 
office would not like to give up their positions and prospects for the temporary and 
uncertain appointment to the office of County Inspector for six months. . . . I 
brought the matter before the Counct.I of Public Instruction, which directed a special 
Examination to be held for all Candidates for the office of Public School Inspector. Due 
notice was given of such Examination, and all Candidates, who felt themselves able to 
become legally qualified for the office, presented themselves. and underwent an exam- 
ination of six hours per day during five days. . . . 
The office of Inspector Is the highest prize held out In the Schoo'1 System for the 
meritorious Teacher . . . no Teacher of a Public School can be legally qualified for 
the office except one who has obtained the highest grade of the highest Class Certificate 
of Qualifications in his profegslon. 
TORONTO, 30th May, 1871. EGERTON RYERSON. 



208 


DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATIO
 IN ONTAtnO. 


QUALIFICATIONS OF COUNTY EXAMINERS. 


AU Head Masters of Grammar, or High, Schools, and aN Graduates who have pro- 
ceeded regularly to their Degrees in any University in the British Dominions. who have 
taught in a College, or School, not less than three years; and all Teachers of Common, 
or Public, Schools who have obtained a First Class Provincial Certificate of Qualifica. 
tions, or who may obtain suc.h Certificate under the provisions of the present School 
Law, shaH be considered as legally qualified to be appointed Members of a County or 
City Board of Examiners, without further examination, on their obtaining from the 
Education Department the Certificates required by I..aw. 


REGULATIONS IN REGARD TO EXAl\IINERS AND IJS"SPECTORS. 


I. Candidates eligi,ble to act as County, or City, Examiners will, on application, be 
furnished with the requisite CeTtific.at'e from the Education Department. 
II. A Candidate for the office of County, or City, Inspector of Public Schools must, 
in order to be e,l.igible for that appointment, obtain from the Education Department a 
Certificate of his qualification for that office. This will be transmitted to him on his 
furnishing satisfactory proof that he possesses the legal qualifications. In the case of 
University Graduates and Head Masters of High Schools, a satisfactory Thesis is 
required on the Organization and Discipline of Public Schools, eteetera. 
III. The Thesis to be prepared {)ught ,not to exceed twenty-five or thirty pages of 
foolscap, written on one side only, and should embraee the following topks, or subjects, 
chaptered as numbered, videlicet:- 
1. Organization of Schools; Classification of Pupils; the System of Monitor Teachers 
-its use and abuse; School Buildings and In and Out-door .arrangements; School Furni- 
ture and Apparatus, etcetera. 
2. School Management; Time Tables and Limit Tables of Study; School Rules; 
8chool Regíster; Roll-book; Visitor's Book. 
3. General principles .of Education; Art of Teaching, with examples of the mode of 
treating various subjects; c.haracteristics of the successful Teacher; how to secure atten- 
tion; how to interest the Class. 
4. Characteristics of good style of questioning; correction of errors; recapitulations, 
etcetera. 
5. Prlncipres of Mental, Moral and Physical Culture of Childhood; Gymnastics and 
Calisthenics. 
6. School Discipline; Rewards and Punishments; Prizes; authorized system of Merit 
Cards. 
7. School Libraries; how best to make them available; School Museums, or local 
collections, their value, and how to promote their formation and use. 
8. Principles of the School Law relating to Public School Trustees. Teachers and 
Inspectors of Schools. 


EXAMINATION OF COMMON SCHOOL TEACHERS. 


In regard to the examination of Teachers It is proposed that the same Examination 
Papers will be used on the same day In every County of the Province. In these Ex,am- 
inations specfal prominence will be given to School Organization and Discipline, as well 
as to Schoo} House Aceommodatlon, Internal Arrangements, Construction, 'etcetera. 


FOUR KINDS OF LIBRARIES WHICH MAY BE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE DEPARTMENTAL 
REGULATIONS. 


.. The Public School Libraries are IbecomLng the crown and glory of the Institution 
of the Provlnce."-Lord Elgin. 
.. Had I the power 1 would scatter Libraries over the whole land, as the sower sows 
bls seed."-Horace Mann. 
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Under the Regulations of the Education Department, each County Council can estab- 
lish four classes of -Libraries in their Municipality, as folIows:-City, Town, Village 
and Township CouncHs can ,establis.h the first three classes, and School Trustees either 
of the first and third classes. 
1. An ordinary Common School Library in each School House for the use of the 
Ratepayers and children. 
2. A General Public Lending !Library, avaHable to all the Ratepayers of the Muni- 
cipality. 
3. A Professional Library of Books on Teaching, School Organization, Language 
and kindred subjects, available to Local Superintendents and Teachers alone. 
4. A Library in any Public Institution, under the control of the MunicipaUty, for 
the use of the Inmates, or in th
 County Jail, for the use of the Prisoners. 
It cannot be too strongly urged upon School Trustees the importance and even the 
necessity of providing, (especially during the Autumn and Winter months), suitable 
reading Books for the Pupils in their School, either as Prizes, or In Libraries. Having 
given the Pupils a taste for reading and general knowledge, they should provide some 
agreeable and practical means of gratifying It. 


PROGRAMME OF COURSE OF STUDY FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 1871.'" 


Prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction for Ontario. 


The great object of this Programme is to secure such an education of youth as to 
fit them for the ordinary employments and duties of life. This includes:- 
First. Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, and the .use of the English language. Every 
youth, whether in Town, or Country, should be able so to read that reading will be a 
pleasure and not a labour, otherwise his little knowledge of reading will be seldom, if 
ever, used to acquire Information; he should be able to write readily and well; he should 
know Arithmetic so as to perform readily and properly any financial business transac- 
tions, and be able to keep Accounts correctly; he should be able to speak and write with 
correctness the language of the Country. These subjects are the first essentials of 
education for every youth, and in which he should be primarily and thoroughly taught. 
Secondly. An acquaintance with the properties and growth of the Plants we cul- 
tivate and use, and the Soils In which they grow; the Instruments and Machinery we 
employ, and the principle of their construction and use; our ow,n Bodies and Minds, 
and the laws of their healthy development and preservation. Large experience shows 
not only the Importance of a knowledge of these subjects of Natural Science and Experi- 
mental Physics, but that they can be taught easily for all ordinary practical purposes 
to Pupils from six to twelve years of age. 
Thirdly. Some knowledge of Geography and History of the Civil Government and 
Institutions of our own Country, and, In all cases, of the first principles of Christian 
Morals, so essential to every honest man and good citizen. 
These are the subjects which should be embraced in a Common School Currkulum, 
and which have been and can be easily learned by Pupils under twelve years of age. 
Those who aspire to a higher and more accomplished English education, can obtain It In 
the High Schools. 
The length of time during which a PuplI shall continue in any Class must depend 
upon his, or her, progress. The promotion of a Pupil from a lower to a higher Class 
Is at the discretion of the Maßter, or Mistress, of the School, and if any difference arise 
on this subject between the "Master, or Mistress, of a School and the Trustees, or any 
Parent of a pupn, the Inspector of the School must dedde; ,but no Pupil is to be pro- 
moted to a higher Class without being thoroughly acquainted with aU the subjects taught 
In the lower Classes. A PupH, on being admitted Into a School, must be examined by 


.For detaUs of the Programme of thI<; Course of Study, see pa
es 84-96 of the Do('u- 
mentary History of Education In Upper Canada. 
IV.-15 
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the Master, or Mistress, and placed in the Class into which such Pupil is qualified to 
enter. In all cases the order of subjects in the Programme must be followed, and the 
time prescribed f.or teaching each subject p,er week must be observed, nor must any 
subject of the Course be omitted. WheTe a Class is too large for aH the Pupils to be 
taught together, or where there is an obvious inequality in the ability and progress of 
the Pupils, such Class may be divided into two divisions,-First and Second. 
When the Pupils in a School amount to more than Fifty, and less than One hundred, 
the Trustees must employ an additional Teacher as an Assistant. 
N.R-The work assigned for home preparation varies with the Class in which the 
Pupil is placed. In the first and second Classes the lessons are designed to occupy half 
an hour every eveni,ng; in the third and fourth, from an hour to an hour-and-a-half; 
and in the fifth and sixth, from an hour-and-a-half to two hours. Parents are expected 
to see that their children attend to their work at home. 


CIRCULAR '1"0 THE BO
\HDS OF 'J1nUSTEES OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN 
ONTARIO, \YITH ACT AND REGULATIONS. 


I herewith transmit the Programmes of Studies under the new School Act. Most 
of the Regulations, in respect to the duties of Masters and Pupils, and for all purposes 
of Disdpline, are the same in the High Schools as in the Public Schools; the few par- 
ticulars in which they differ are noted and provided for In the Regulations, which I trust 
will remove many causes of past misunderstandings and facilitate the management of 
the Schools on the part of both Trustees and Teachers. 
What weTe heretofore known as Common Schools are now called Public Schools, 
and what were formerly called Grammar Schools are now termed High Schools. The 
Programmes of Studies for both - these classes of Schools were vague and indefinite, and 
no sufficient agencies existed to give them effect, imperfect and general as they were; 
but, under the new Schools Act, (providing as It does for the efficient Inspection of 
Schools and means to enable Trustees of High Schools, as heretofore of Public Schools, 
to pTovide and pay a sufficient staff of qualified Teachers), the Schools are not only 
classified, but also the subjects taught in them. Hitherto the Grammar Schools have 
been considered as almost exclusively ClassÌ'Cal S-chools, and the Programme of Studies 
for them was chiefiy formed with that view; but, under the new Schools Act, it is 

specially provided that they shall ,be High English Schools as well as Elementary 
Classical Schools, and for Girls as well as Boys. When it is provided in the Act that 
in each High School Ie provision shall be made for teaching to both male and female 
Pupils the higher branches of an English and Commercial Education, including the 
Natural Sciences, with special Teferenc.e to Agriculture," it was clearly intended that 
the low, or elementary, branches of an English Education should not be taught in tht3 
High Schools, but in the Public Schools. It was also intended. that all Pupils, to be 
eIfglble for admission to the High Schools for the study of Classics, as well as for higher 
English, must first be grounded in the elements of a sound education in their own native 
language, as strongly urged -by the latest Royal and Parliamentary Commissions on 
Education in England, but strangely overlooked hitherto, as little Boys, six and seven 
years of age, have been put to the study of ancient and foreign languages, and left to 
grow up to manhood without ever having been formally taught their native tongue, or 
the essential elements of a practical English education. This anomaly Is provided 
against by the new Act In the future education of Canadian youth, at least so far as the 
Public High Schools are concerned. 


ADMISSION OF PUPILS TO HIGH SCHOOLS. 


The new Act, which became law on the 15th of last February, provides as folIows:- 
. The PupUs already admitted as Grammar School Pupils according to ILaw, shaH 
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be held eligible without further examination. And Pupils from any part of the County 
in which a High School is, or may be, established shall be admitted to such School on 
the same terms as Pupils within the Town, or Village, of such School. 
In accordance with this provision of the Act, the Council of Public Instruction 
has prescribed, that .. the sUbjects of examination for admission to the High Schoo13 
shall be the same as those prescribed for the first four classes of the Public Schools." 


It is to be observed also, that although Pupils are eligible for promotion from the 
Pu'blic, to the High School, after passing a satisfactory examination in the subjects of 
the first Four Classes of the former, it is quite at the option of the Parents, or Guardians, 
of Pupils, whether they shall emter the Hig,h School, or not, before they complete the 
whole Programme of Studies in the Public Schools, when they can then enter an 
advanced Class in the Hig,h School. 
The prescribed Programme of Studies for the High Schools is not intended to be 
obligatory before the co.mmencement .of 1872. As the Senate of the Toronto Uni- 
versity contemplate some change in the Matriculation Curriculum, it is probable some 
modifications of the Classical Course of the Hig;h Schools may be required and made 
before the commencement of 1872. 
While the 34th Section of the new Act provides that each Board of High School 
Trustees shaH make provision for teachi,ng .. the Latin, Greek, French and German 
languages to those Pupils whose Parents, or Guardians desire it;" the same Section 
also provides, that .. the Council of Public Instruction shall have power to exempt any 
High School, which shall not have sufficient Funds to provide the lIlecessary qualified 
Teruchers, from the obligation to teach the German and French languages." 
As to Collegiate Institutes, provided for by the new Act, I shall not -be in a 
position to submit to the -Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council the recognition and payment 
of any High .School as a CoIlegiate Institute, until I receive the Inspector's Report, 
. . . But, in each case of satisfactory report and application, I shall recommend that 
the recognition of the Hig,h School ag a Collegiate Institute take effect from the First 
of JulY. 
T-he Legislature, at its last Session, added $20,000. to the High School Grant, ex- 
clusive of the Collegiate Institutes; and with the greatly increased powers of High 
School Boards of Trustees, and the improved Regulations and Programmes, I trust the 
efficiency and usefulness of High Schools will be immensely promoted. . . 


TORO
TO. 13th August, 1871. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


PROGRAMMES OF COURSE OF STUDY FOR THE HIGH SCHOOLS.... 


Prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction for Ontario, un(ler the .Authority of the 
School Laws of Ontario. 


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDA. 


The fundamental principle of our System of Public Instruction is, that every youth, 
before proceeding to the sUbjects of a higher English, or of a Classical Education, 
shall first be grounded in the elementary subjects of a Public School Education. No 
Candidates are, therefore, eligible for admission to the High Schools except those who 
have manifested proficiency, by passing a satisfactory examination im the subjects of 
the first Four Classes of the Public School Programme. 
The objects and duties of the High Schools are two-fold:- 
First, commencing with Pupils who, (whether educated in either a Public, or Private 
School), are qualified as above, the High Schools are intended to complete a good English 


.For the details of these Programmes, see pages 110-113 of the Documentary History 
of Education in Upper Canada. 
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education, by educaUng Pupils not only for Commercial, Manufacturing and Agricul- 
tural pursuits, but for fulfilling with efficiency, honour and usefulness the duties of 
Municipal CoundlIors, Legislators, and various Public Offiees in the service of the 
C<Juntry. 
The Second object and duty of the High Schools, (commencing also with Pup lIs 
qualified as above), is to teach the languages of Greece and Rome, of Germany and 
France, the Mathematics, etcetera, so far as to prepare youth for certain Professions, 
and especially for the Universities, where will be completed the education of men for 
the leamed professions, and for Professorships In the Colleges, and Masterships In the 
Collegiate Institutes and High Schools. 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE HEAD MASTER, TEACHERS AND PUPILS OF HIGH SCHOOLS. 


The Regulations published for Public School Masters are extended to High School 
Masters, and the following additional Regulations are also prescrlbed:- 
Examinations for Scholarships, Exhibitions and Prizes, shall be conducted by the 
Head Master, but the High School Board may, If they shall thlmk proper, associate other 
Persons with the Head Master In the Examinations for such Scholarships, Exhibitions, or 
Prizes. 
A Report of the progress and conduct of each Pupil shaH be furnished to his 
Parent, or Guardian, monthly, by the Head Master. 


GBAMMAB AND HIGH SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS. 


No Grammar or High School shall be entitled to receive any Grant unless suitable 
Accommodations shaH be provided for it. The School should have:- 


1. A site of an acre, in extent, but not less than half an acre. 
2. A School House, (with separate Rooms where the number of Pupils exceeds 
Fifty), the WaUs of which shall not ,be less than ten feet high in the clear, and which 
shall not contain less than nine square feet on the floor for each child in attendance, so 
as to allow an area In each Room, for at least one hundred cubic feet of air for each 
child. It shall also be sufficiently warmed and ventilated and the premises properly 
drained. 
3. A sufficient Fence, or PaUng, round the School Premises. 
4. A Play Ground, or other satisfactory provision for Physical Exercise, within the 
Fences, and off the road. 
5. A Well, or other means of procuring Water for the School. 
6. Proper and separate Offices for both sexes, at some little distance back from t-he 
School House, and suitably enclosed. 
7. Suitable School Furniture and Apparatus, videlicet: Desks, Seats, BlackboaTds, 
Maps, Library, Presses and Books, etcetera, necessary for the efficient conduct of th.e 
School. 
8. The decoration of the School Room with Pictures Is highly desirable. 


CIRCULAR FROM: THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT TO THE IN- 
SPECTORS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN O
T ARlO, 1871. 


The School Ad of 1871 has laid the foundatioo of a new era in the Public School 
Education of our Country. This Act has remedied the most serious defects which 
experience has found In preceding School Acts; It has made the teaching of Children 
and youth a Profession, and confimed to the highest cl8ßS of Public School Teachers 
the oversight of the Schools. It has made the. Schools entirely Free In aU the Town- 
.hlps of the Land; and It requires suitable School aCC<)mmodatlon to be provided for aU 
Children of School age, (that is, from five to twenty-one years), amd secures to every 
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Child the right of School instruction from seven to twelve years of age inclusive. It 
enables County Councils to discharge their important duties much more efficiently 
and ,cWlveniently than heretofore, and gives a value and permanence to Teae-hers' Cer- 
tificates of Qualifications which they never before possessed. It provides for a uniform 
and adequate standard of Teachers' qualifications throughout the Land, and requires the 
teaching of those subjects which are a requisite preparation for the Agricultural, 
Mechanical and Maillufacturing pursuits of the Country. It provides for the accomplish- 
ment of these objects by an agency which we have never yet had except in solitary 
instances, but without which, no system of Education can be made efficient; -namely 
competent Inspectors of Schools, duly compensated. 
Efforts have hitherto been directed to organize the machinery of the Sühool System, 
anã to provide the apparatus lIlecessary to render it effective; and most nobly have the 
people of the Country co-operated and done their part in bringing the whole School 
System into efficient operation. But, as long as the In.spection of the Schools was Ln 
the hands of men who w
re not paid, or expected to d
vote the studies and time to 
the duties of their office, and who, for the most part, were not practical Teachers, w
 
could not expect any considerable improvement to their internal state and character 
of the 'Schools, except from the improved character of the Tea0hers, and in instances 
where regularly trained Teachers, or TE.achelS who have kept pace with the progress 
of the times, ,have been employed; and even they have been able to do little in com- 
parison of what they might have don
, had their hands been strengthened and tilieir 
hearts 
ncouraged by the example, counsel and influence of thoroughly competent 
Inspectors. 
It is but just and right, not to say patriotic, that the people should receive full 
value in the practical character and efficiency of the Public Schools in return for their 
sacrifices in establishing and maintaining the Sohools. I cannot, therefore, impress 
UDon you too strongly the importalllCe of your office, and the reasonable expectations of 
the Country as to its usefulness. 
Your first duty will naturally be to make yourself familiar, not only with the 
provisions of the Echool Law, but with the Programme of Studies and the Regulations, 
which the Council of Public Instruction have adopt
d to give effect to the l11ew Schoo] 
Act. 
In the Programme of Studies, the subjects essential to a good Public School 
Education are prescribed and classified, as also the number of ,hours per week of 
teaching each subjeèt; but the mode, or modes, of teaching and illustrating the several 
subjpcts specified in order, is left to the ilIldependent exercise of the genius and talents 
of each Teacher. In preparing this Programme, the Reports of the latest Royal Com- 
missioners in England on Popular Education, a'Ild the opinions of the most experienced 
Educationists, have been consulted. It will be seen from the number and order of the 
subjects, and the time prescribed per week for teachilng each of them, that the first 
years of Common School Studies are almost entirely devoted to teaching the three 
Drimary and fundamental subjects of a good education,-Reading, Writing and Arith- 
metic, including only such other subjects, and to such a degree, as to relieve the Pupils 
from the tedium of the mor,e severe and least attractive Studies, and develop their 
faculties of observation and taste for knowledge as suggested by the largest experience 
of the most advanced Educators. The subjects of the Programme are limited, in both 
number and range, to what is considered essential, and to what experience has proved 
can be thoroughly mastered by Pupils of ordinary capacity and diligence within thirteen 
years of age. The thoroug.h teaching of a few subjects, within practical limits, will 
do more for intellectual development, wnd for the purposes of practical life, than the 
I3kimming over a wide range of topics. The subjects of Natural Science required by the 
new School Act to ,be taught in Schools, are such and are prescribed to such an extent 
only, as is absolutely necessary for the advamcement of the Country,-in Agriculture, 
In the Mechanical Arts, and Manufactures, apart from Science and Literature. And 
when the cheap and excellent Text Books prescribed are examined, in connection with the 
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subjects specified, it will be found that nothing has been introduced wlhich is impractic- 
able, or for mere show, but e;verything for practical use, and that which admits of easy 
ac
omplishment. 
The Regulations specify mot merely the duties of Trusteæ, Parents, Teachers, and 
Pupils in respect to the Schools, but also the mode of visiting and inspecting them, 
which, I doubt not, will receive your careful and practical attention. 
Your immediate duty, on enterimg into office, will be to receive the copies of Official 
Correspondence and all other Official Papers from your Predecessor, or Predecæsors, 
in office. As the Apportionments cannot be made before the 1st July, it will be your 
duty to make them, and to make them according to average attendance, authenticated 
by the Returns which may be placed in your hands, and according to the directions 
to Local Superintendents which are printed .on the back of those Returns. 
Your second, but most important, duty will be the Examination of Teachers for 
Certificates of Qualification. Hitherto, each County Board has consisted of a consider- 
able mumber of Members, most of whom, and, in some instances, all of whom, have :had 
no experience as Teachers; each Board has appointed the time, as well as the place, 
of its own Meeting, has prepared its own Examination Papers for three classes of 
Teachers, and has then given Certificates according to its discretion, both as to Class 
and duration. Under the new Act, each Board of Examiners consists of not more than 
five Members, who !have 'had experIence in Teaching, and is under the direction of the 
County Inspector, who must ,be a First Class Teacher of the highest grade; and the 
Meeting of such Board is appointed to be held the same day in every County and City 
in the Province. The Examination Papers for three Classes of Teachers are all prepared 
and the value of each Question, and the time allowed for Examinations in each subject 
determined by a Committee of practical 'reachers, under the sanction of the Council of 
Pubué Instruction,-that Committee consisting, at present, of Professor Young, (late 
Grammar School Inspector), and the two Inspectors of High Schools. Tlhe Examination 
Papers for each County will be sent under the Seal of the Department, to the County 
Inspector, wlhich Seal is not to be broken except in the presence of the Candidatæ for 
Examimation on the day, and at the ,hour, appointed. The merit of the Answers to the 
Questions for Second and Third Class Certificates will be decided upon by each County 
Board of Examiners, but the Answers to the Questions for First Class Certificates will 
be transmitted to the Education Department at Toronto, to be decided UpOID. by the 
Council of Public Instruction, on the Report of its Committee of Examiners. Special 
instructions ,will accompany the Examilnation Papers. No new Candidate 
for teaching can receive a ,higher than a Third Class Certificate at his first Examination, 
or before the expiration of three years from that time, unless on the special recom- 
mendation of the Inspector for his attainments, ability, and skill in teaching. No 
Teacher is eligible to become a Candidate for a Second Class Certificate, who does not 
produce testimonials of having taught successfully for three years; but he may be 
eligible at a shorter period, after having received his Third Class Certificate, on the 
special recommendation of the ,County Inspector. 
Secomd Class Certificates, under the new Act, it should be observed, are of much 
more value, and should ,be of a higher character, than First Class Board Certificates 
under former Acts, as the latter was limited to a County, and could be cancelled at 
the pleasure of the Board that granted it; but the former is a Life License, (during 
good behaviour), and is available to every part of the Province. Each County IlIlspector 
and the other members of each County Board of Examiners must, therefore, be im- 
pressed with the duty of not granting a Second Class Certificate to any Candidate with- 
out satisfactory proof that he, or she, is a succæsful Teacher of three years' standilng, 
and a clear conviction, in their own minds, that such Candidate is qualified to teach all 
the subjects of the Public School Programme. The Schools are made free by 
Law, and 'every Taxpayer has a corresponding right to have his Children educated in 
the Public Schools in all subjects of the Public School Programme of Studies; and he 
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is deprived of this right If a Teacher is employed who cannot teach his children these 
subjects as required. . . . 
Inspection 01 Schools.-After completing the Examinations of Candidates for 
Teachers' Certificates, your next work will be to visit and inspect the Schools. The 
accompanying Regulations on the subject are issued by the Council of PU'blic Instruction; 
and I need only direct your attention to these comprehensive and mLnute Regulations. 
There are, however, two, or three, matters connected with your inspection of the Schools 
on which I think it advisable to remark. You will probably find more, or less, of the 
Schools very imperfectly, or not at all, organized for the advantage of either Teachers, 
or Pupils. A newly appointed Inspector,-a First Class Teacher,-one who had been 
trained at the Normal School, told me the other day, that the last School he taught, and 
which he ceased teaching on the day before he conversed with me, was in such a state, 
when he took charge of it, that he requested the Trustees to be present on the first day 
of his assuming charge of the School, and to witness the Examination of the Pupils 
with a view to their classification. It was round that some Pupils had read as far as the 
Fifth Reader, and yet could mot do a question in simple Subtraction, and knew little of 
the Books they had read. It, therefore, became necessary to put Pupils back from the 
Fifth to the Third Reader, in doing which he was sustained by the Truste
. The 
result was that, in the course of three months, all parties gratefully acknowledged the 
surprising improvement in the School, and now deeply regretted .his retirement from it. 
I dare say you will fimd the necessity of a similar re-organization of some, if not many, 
of the Schools under your inspection. It will be seen by this Programme that the 
Attention and time of the Pupils will be chiefiy occupied with the three fundamental 
subjects of Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, and that the other elementary subject.:; 
of these three Classes, or years, are imtended to develop the faculties of observation, 
to improve the Mechanical skill in the use of Pen and Pencil, to relieve attention from 
drier and harder studies and thus facilitate the progress of the Pupils in the primary 
and essential subjects of Public School Education. 
Much time and labour will be required iiD. this your first inspection of the Schools. 
It might be well, on your first visit, to devote one whole day to the inspection of 
each School, and, where practicable, to be at the School House five, or ten, minutes 
before the opening of the School to see how the Teachers bring in and seat their Pupils. 
You could devote the forenoOiIl to observing the manner in which the Teacher proceeds 
In teaching and managing the School; during which time you could form a tolerable 
.idea of the ability, skill and merits of the Teacher, and the condition of his School. 
You could then devote the afternoOiD. to examining and teaching the School yourself; 
t.o the classification of the Pupils, If necessary, and then privately give such advice 
and make such suggestions to the Teacher as you might deem expedient. I think this 
course of proceeding may be advantageously pursued by Inspectors generally; and, in 
this way, the Inspector may, to a certain extent, where necessary, become a normal 
Instructor and Helper of Teachers, as well as Overseer and Organizer of the Schools- 
rendering them vastly more valuable to the Country than they have ever been. 
The Regulations are sufficiently explicit as to the matters of attention and inquiry 
in your inspection of the Schools, and I hope, as therein directed, you will not omit 
t.o note in a book, to be kept for that purpose, a !brief statement of the condition in 
which you find the School, the proceedings and qualifications of the Teacher, the modes 
of teaching, classification, and government of the Sc.hools, School Premises and accom- 
modation, etcetera, and transmit the same, or a copy of it, to the Education Department, 
on your completing the visitation of the Schools. This has been done, not only by 
every Inspector in EnglaJnd, but by the Inspectors of our Grammar Schools from the 
/beginning. This Report is not for publication, but to enable the Education Department 
to know precisely the condition, defects amd wants of the Schools, and to suggest and 
adopt, as far as pOEsible, the requisite means for their improvement. It is aL')o desirable 
to know the real condition and character of the Schools at the commencement of the 



216 


DOCU1.iENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


new System of Inspection, and of the Free School Law, so that their future progres.il 
may be duly noted and appreciated. 
This Department will always answer any inquiries you may have to make, and aid 
you in every possible way in the performance of the duties of your responsible office. 
Having finished my Life's work in respect of School iLegislation, I may not have 
occasion to address you another Circular on the subject of the School Law; but I shall 
watch with the deepest interest the operations and results of these recent and important 
Improvements in our School System. 


TORONTO, 26th June, 1871. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS FOR TRUANT AND VAGRANT CHILDREN L
- 
THE CITIES .AND TO'YXS OF ONTARIO. 


At a Public Meeting in 1868 at Toronto in regard to Vagrant Ohildren, th,e 
formation of a scheme of Industrial Schools to which such Children could be sent 
was discussed. The pToject was .again Tevived i'n 1871, on the pa'ss3ge of 
the Comprehensive S'chool Act of 1871, under the authority of that Act Boards of 
School Trustees in Cities and Towns were authorized to establish thes-e Schools. 
The qnestion was then brought up in the TOTonto City Board of School Trustees 
and a Committee was appointed to consider the ml3.tter. That Committee brought 
in a preliminary Report, and a further special one after the Committee had visited 
the United States on the subject. 
Mr. w. B. 
lcMurrich said that he considered that the Industrial Schools were 
the one link that wa.s required to complete the chain of the Educational System in 
this City, and would remove a complaint that was often mad'e against the Board, 
tllat their Public 8chool System did Dot reach a certain class. In England 
the Indus/trial School System had proved very satisfactOTY. 
'rhe Deputation appointed by the School Board having visited the Pnited 
States coUected 13. great dea1 of information on the subject and presented a Special 
Report, from which the following extracts are made: 


At the last Meeting of the Legislature, the School iLaw wa.s amended ,by 34 VictorIa, 
Chapter 33, and Section 42 of the amending Act provides that,- 
II The PubIlc School Board of each City, Town, and Village, may establish one, or 
more, Industrial Schools for otherwise neglected children, and make all needful Regu- 
lations amd employ the means requisite to secure the attendance of such children, and 
for the support, management, and discipline of such School, or Schools." 
The same Act gives the right to all children to attend' School and Introduces the 
principle of Compulsory Attendance. 
The Board, by the passage of the above Act, being now ÎiIl a position to deal with the 
subject legally, it is but right that Toronto, the Capital of Ontario, should take the lead 
In providing for her Vagrant population that training and that kind of education which 
they so greatly require, and from which they are åebarred' it may be by the extreme 
poverty, ignorance, vice, greed of gain, or Indifference of their Parents, or Guardians; 
a System of Education and Industrial training that !Will convert what would otherwise 
be the costly inmates of our Gaols and Penitentiaries into industrious citizens, capable 
of working for the common good, and with ,honour to themselves and those connected 
with them. 
Although our Schools are Free to all, still experience has shown that the Vagrant 
cla.ss seldom, or ever, find their way into our Schools. In 1863 a School Census was 
taken under the authority of the Board, when it was found that no less than 1,165 
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Protestant children of School age were not attending any School, or receiving any kind 
of Education. This number in the year 1868 had risen to 1,600 children, and with our 
growing population the number may now be taken to be considerably larger than this. 
How important, theiIl, to provide at once for these poor children growing up in our midst 
in ignorance and neglect. 
Were the Board at present to put in force the power given them to enforce attend- 
ance at our Schools, the first difficulty to be overcome would be, where to send children 
of the cla.ss referred to? To semd them to our Schools in the condition in which they 
would most likely be found, and with all their wild untutored habits, must tend to 
demoralize our present Schools and impair their efficiency. Proper Accommodation must, 
therefore, at once be found in the shape of an Industrial School, or allow the School 
Law to remain a dead letter. 


After a prolonged and elaborate discussion of the subject, the School Board on 
the recommendations of the Committee decided: 


1. That the system of .compulsory Attendance -be put into operation in the City of 
Toronto, and a Truant Officer appointed in the Eastern and Western divisions of the 
City to see that the same is properly carried out. 
2. That the establishment and equipment of an Industrial School is desirable. 


3. That the School partake of the Reformatory and Voluntary character, so happily 
combined in some of the above Institutions in the United States, due provision being 
made for the classification of the Inmates. 


4. That such amendments be a.sked for to the existing School Law, if necessary, as 
will give the Board the power of detention in the School of the children committed to 
their care during minority, or until such time as the Board may consent to their dis- 
charge. 


5. That a special application be made through the Education Department to the 
Legislature for a Special Gramt from the School Fund towards the establishment of the 
Bald School to cover the expenses over and above that which would ,be incurred, for 
purely educational purposes. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSE
IBLY OF ONTARIO, 
1871-72. 


PROJECTED IMPROVEMENTS IN OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. SCHOOLS OF 
TECHNOLOGY AND AGRICULTURE ESTABLISHED. 


December 8th, 1871. His Excellency the ILleutenant-Qovernor opened the Session 
by the usual Speech In which he sald:- 
The liberal measures which the Legislature adopted at Its last Session to Improve 
Our System of National Education, by makimg the Public Schools Free by Law, by pro- 
viding for their more efficient Inspection, ,by giving stability to and elevating the pro- 
fession of Teachers and by rendering practically symmetrical and coheremt the Publlc 
and High Schools have been brought into operation, and they are likely to fulfil the 
most sanguine expectations of the friends of thorough 8Jnd universal Education. 
The demand for regularly trained Teachers has augmented from year to year, and 
the number of young persons desirous of properly qualifying themselves for the pro- 
fession of teaching by a regular Course of Training is so largely increasing, that it 
may be worthy of your consideration whether additional facilities should not be provided 
for that purpose. 
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Nor less useful do I think will prove the measures of the same Session for providing 
by a new School of Technology now shortly to -be opened for preparatory Education of 
skilled men as Engineers, Managers, and Operators in the various Manufacturing Estab- 
lishments, and in the Steamboat and Railway Systems of the Country. When we find 
these Establishments are springing up and dotting our Country OIn every side, and 
a network of Railways is covering its surface, we should be wanting in wisdom and 
common prudemce not to provide as every progressive People is providing for the Scien- 
tific and Practical Education of cla
es of men to conduct these vast and important 
operations, and thus develop the latent and unmeasured resources of our favoured Land. 
No maxim of civil government is more sound than that each Country should provide, 
as far as ,possible, !by its OiWn culture and skill, for the supply of its own wants, and the 
development of its own resources, and it is unquestionable that money expended to 
educate Men for these purposes is a most profitable public Investment. 
I am to inform you that arrangements are in active progress for the establishment 
of a School of Agriculture. A suitable Site comprising six hundred Acres of Land, ot 
varied soil and easy access to the Public, has beem purchased; and no time will be lost 
in bringing this important scheme ilnto operation; whereby those of our youth who 
desire to follow agricultural pursuits may obtain the education specially adapted to 
their wants. 


December 11th, 1871. The Order of the Day for taking into consideration the Speech 
of His Excellency the .Lieutenant
ver;nor having ,been read, it was proposed to state:- 
That we are pleased to hear the. statement by His Excellency that the liberal 
measures which the Legislature adopted at its last Session to improve our System of 
National Education by making the Public Schools Free by Law, by providing for their 
more efficient Inspection, by giving stability to and elevating the profession of Teachers, 
amd by rendering practicaUy symmetrical and coherent the Public and High Schools 
have been brought into operation, and that they are likely to fulfil the most sanguine 
expectations of the friends of thorough and universal Education. 
That, recognizing the fact that the demand for regularly trained Teachers -has 
augmented from year to year, and the number of y'Oung Persons desirous of properly 
qualifying themselves for the profession of teaching by a regular Course of Training is 
so largely increasilng, we shall gladly act on the suggestion of His ExceI1ency and con- 
sider whether additional facilities should not be providEd for that purpo-se. 
That we believe with His Excellency, that not less useful will prove the measure 
of the same Session for providing by a new School of Technology now shortly to be 
opened for preparatory education of 'skilled mem as Enginpers, Managers and Operators 
in the various Mechanical and 
Vlanufacturing Establishments. and in the Steamboat 
and RaiJway Systems of the Country; that, when we find that these Establishmemts are 
springing up and dotting our Country on every side, and a network of Railways is 
covering its surface, we should be wanUng in wisdom and common prudence not tc> 
nrovide, as every progressive People is providing, for the Scientific and Practical Educa- 
tion of the classes of Men to conduct these vast and important operations, and thus 
develop the latent and ummeasured resources of our favoured Land. We also agree 
with His Excellency that no maxim of Civil Government is more sound than that each 
r.ountry should provide, as far as possible, by its own culture and skill, for the supplY 
of its own wants and the development of its own resources, and that it is unquestion- 
able that money expended to educate Men for these purposes is a most profitable ,pubUc 
Investment. 
That we receive with satisfaction the information that arrangements are in active 
I)rogress for the establishmemt of a School of Agriculture, that a suitable Site, com- 
prising six hundred Acres of Land, of varied solI and easy access to the Public, has been 
purchased, and no time will be lost in bringing this important scheme into operation, 
whereby those of our youth who desire to follow Agricultural pursuits may obtain the 
educatlom specially adapted to their wants. 
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January 30th, 1872. The following Petitions were received and read:-of BrotD.er 
Aphraates and others, of Toronto, praying that an Act may pass to incorporate the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools of Ontario; of the .Ladies' Colleges of Ottawa, praying 
that an Act may pass to amend their Act of Incorporation; of Mr. G. W. Sheldon and 
other Public School Teachers, praying that no alteration be made in the Law relating 
to the Superannuated Teachers' Fund; of Mr. Joseph Staples and others of Victoria, 
praying that the Edu<;ation Department may furnish Books, Maps. etcetera, to Schools. 
The following Bill was introduced and read the first time:-BiIl, .. An Act to amend 
the Law respecting Public Schools."-Mr. James Bethune. 
1. The Second Section of the Act of Parliament of Ontario passed f.n the Thirty- 
fourth year of the Reign of Her Majesty, chaptered Thirty-three, and intituled:- u An 
Act to improve the Common and Grammar Schoo1s of the Province of Ontario," is hereby 
repealed, and the following Section substituted In Ueu thereof:- 
(2) Every High School Corporation shall provide adequate Accommodation for all 
children of School age in their School Division and Municipality, and each 
Public School Corporation shall provide such School Accommodation as the majority 
of the Trustees shall from time to time deem adequate for all the children of School 
age In their School Section, or Municipality. 
3. The Twentieth SBction of the said Act is hereby repealed, and the following 
Section shall be substituted in lieu thereof:- 
(20) The Trustees of any Public School Section, or Municipality, shall after a 
Resolution to provide a Residence for a Teacher has been passed by the votes of a 
majority of the Ratepayers present at the Annual Meeting ,have the same authority 
to provide such Residence as they now have to provide a School Site in their Section. 
or Municipality. 


X OTE. This Bill did not pass the Legislature. 


January 31st, 1872. The following Petitions were received and read :-Of Trinity 
College, of Toro.nto, praying to be exempt from Municipal Taxation; of Mr. Frederick 
Burrows, and others, of Lennox, praying that the Education Department may be directed 
to furnish Schools with Maps. 
The following Bill was introduced and read the First time:- 
Bill (Number 91), intituled, U An Act to amend the Act passed in the 34th year of 
Her Majesty's reign, intituled, · An Act to improve the Common and Grammar Schools 
of the Province of Ontario.' "-Mr. Fairbairn. 


NOTE. In regard to this Bi1l the fo1lowing Letter was written to the Honour- 
able Edward Blake in regard to it:- 
Presuming, as intimated to 
Ir. Fairbairn, that he had your consent to his introduc- 
tion of a special Remedial Bill, to amend the Fortieth Section of the School Act of last 
Session, I enclose herewith a copy of his Bill, as revised. 
If special legislation of public measures be permitted to private Members of the 
House, the Chief Superintendent approves of this Bill in its present shape, but he has 
never consented to any private legislatiOOl on the School Law, and has, from the b& 
ginning, mentioned that it should always be in the hands of the Government, and con- 
ducted on their responsibility alone. 
Mr. Fairbairn called on this subject and we revised his Bill, as suggested, but submIt 
the matter to you with this explanation. 


TORONTO, 31st January, 1872. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. Deputy Superintendent. 


rIn reply to this Note, :Mr. Blake Etated that he had no conversation with Mr. 
Fairbairn on the 
ubject] 
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A5 this EiII did not pass, I insert a c'Opy or it rus follows:- 


.. Section Forty of the School Act, passed in the 34th year of Her Majesty's Reign, 
Is hereby amended, so as to read as follows:- 
.. 40. Every County Council shall determine the limits of each High School District 
for eacn Grammar School now existing within the County, and each such Council may 
form one, or more, Townships, Towns, and Villages within its jurisdiction, or Towns 
withdrawn from its jurisdiction for Municipal purposes into a High School District; 
and the High School Board of such District shall possess all the powers within the said 
District for the support and maJllagement of their High School, and in respect to the 
County Council and the Councils of such Towns as are withdrawn from the jurisdiction 
of the Council of the County a.s are posse'ssed under the Grammar School Acts, and this 
Act by High School Boards in respect to the support and maJllagement of the Schools 
under their care; and such County Council may appoint and determine the continuance 
and 'Succession i.n office of six duly qualified Persons as Members of such High School 
Board, and the 8.ppointment of High School Trustees shaH, in each case, devolve in 
equi,table proportions (as determined by the Chief Superintendent), upon and be 
made by the Mu.nicipal Councils, w.hich, by the Thirty-sixth Section of this Act are 
required to raise moneys for the support of the High Schools concerned; Provided, 
however, that existing Grammar School Divisions already established sþall be called 
High School Districts until altered according to \Law, and all appointments of High 
School Trustee8 made by Municipal Councils shall be confirmed until altered according 
to the provisions of this Ad." 


February 1st, 1872. The following Petitions were received and read:-Of the Public 
School Board of Toronto, praying that an Act may pass to extend the powers given to 
Public School Boards in relation to Industrial ,Schools; of Mr. Richard Preston and 
others of Leeds; also of Mr. J'ames ,Coyle Brown and others of Peterborough; also of 
Mr. Schuyler Shibley and others of Frontenac, severally praying that the Department 
of Education may be directed to furnish Maps, etcetera, to Schools. 
Mr. C. J. Rykert, from the Committee on Standing Orders, presented their Seventh 
Report, which wa.s read as follows:-Your Committee have examined the following Peti- 
tions, and find the notices In each case correct:-Of the Ladles' College at Ottawa, praying 
that an Act may pass to amend their Act of Imcorporation; of Brother Aphraates and 
others, praying that an Act may pass to incorporate the ,Brothers of the Christian 
Schools of Ontario. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCA- 
TION WITH DEPARTMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT, 1872. 


NOTE. ThÏJs Correspondence was moved for, and laid before the House of 
Assembly, but, as most of it relates to pu
e:ly Departmenta
 matters, that part of it 
i8 not inseTted here. 


THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON (ON HIS PROPOSED RETIREMENT FROM THE 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT) TO THE HONOURABLE EDWARD BLAKE, 
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL. 


After much deliberation I have thought It advisable to address you In respect to 
my long-desired retirement from the Education Department, of which I have had the 
charge much longer than any Judge has ever occupied the Bench, and to a greater age. 
In the recent Financial speech of Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, Provincial Treasurer, 
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he expressed a desire and intention on the part of the Government to examine into the 
expediency of the Educational Depository Branch of the Department. This I .most 
earnestly dæire. I have observed, from other intimations, that there is also a wish 
that the Government should consider the very constitution and system of the whole 
Department of Public Instruction. To this I have not the least objection. But I have 
thought that my past and present connection with the School System, from its creation, 
might embarrass the Government in its deliberations and decisions on the subject. The 
infirmities of age must compel me to retire before long; but I have thought that my 
immediate and early retirement would enable the Government to exercise its discretions 
more freely in regard to the Department and System of p"ublic Instruction. 
I have caused to be made, and herewith enclose, copies of the Correspondence which 
took place between the Government and myself four years ago in regard to my then pro- 
posed retirement from the Department. At that time I tendered my resignation uncon- 
ditionally,- leaving my case to the consideration of the Legislature, in view of the 
nature and length of my past public services. Since then the Leader of the late Admin- 
istration and others have expressed the opinion in private that I ought to ,be allowed 
to retire without diminution of Salary, and I have been consulted as to the bringing 
of the matter under the consideration of the Legislative Assembly; but I have declined 
to consent to any steps being taken in the matter until the Leaders of both Partiel 
should be disposed to consult and agree in regard to what should be done, as I would 
consent to nothing which sh
uld not be agreed upon .by the leading Men of both Partie. 
In the Legislative Assembly. I have not the power of endurance, or the ability to 
help myself, that I had four years ago. I can show without a doubt that, apart from 
my long work in the Department, I have actually caused a saving to the Country of 
mor-ð ::Ian One hundred thousand dollars, and the diffusion of a large amount of useful 
literature, in the Public Library System, besides causing to be commenced and developed 
certain branches of domestic Manufacture, accompanied by an unprecedented develop- 
ment of the ordinary Book Trade. 
I do not desire to retire from my present post of duty to be released from work, but 
I wish to do a work which no other person is likely to do, and for doing which my 
experience of public affairs, since 1824, and my early relations and intercourse, gives 
me an advantage perhaps over any other man now living. I refer to writing a History 
of the Pioneer Founders of this Country, and of its Constitutional System of Govern- 
ment,-embraciong, in effect, a history of the progress of Society in Upper Canada from 
the beginning to the present times. To preparatory studies for this work I have devoted 
much time during many years, and have collected and collated many authorities for my 
purpose. . . . The scope of my proposed inquiries will be into an almost unexplored 
field of historical investigation; OT one which has been presented only on one side by 
American Historians, ,,",hose partial statements have been adopted by most Eongl'lsh 
Historians and Writers, without further examination of the original sources of infor- 
mation. 
But, in the prosecution of my work, I purpose to visit the Provimces of New Bruns- 
wick and Nova Scotia, among the Archives of some of the old Families of which, I am 
told, there are many Letters and Documents which throw much light upon the character 
and circumstances of the old United Empire Loyalists, who retired there after the close 
of the American struggle. r may also find it necessary to go to England and search 
the Archives of the Board of Trade and the Colonial Office on matters relating to the 
Revolutionary period of American History. . . . 
In case you concur in what I have above intimated, 1 would suggest the creation 
of the office of Mi,nister of Public Instruction, bringing the University, Upper Canada 
C<llIege, the Institution of the Blind and Deaf, as well as the High and Public Schools, 
under a direct government supervision. 
In the practical administration of the Education Department an abler and morf' 
ludicious and reliable Man cannot be found than Doctor Hodgins, who has. been in the 
Department twenty-seven years, who was first educated to business in a Retal Store In 
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Galt, and afterwards in a Wholesale Establishment at Hamilton, with the Stinsons. 
He was Clerk in the same establishment with, and senior to, Mr. Charles McGill, M.P., 
and was offered to be set up in business by the Stil1lsons, or admitted as a Partner in a 
year or so if he w.ould remain, but who chose !Literature, and went to Victoria COllege 
in 1840, where I found him; and on account of his punctuality, thoroughness, neatness, 
method and excell'ent conduct, I appointed him First Clerk on trial in my OfIice in 1844; 
and, having proved his ability, I wrote to him while in Europe, in 1845, to come home 
to his widowed Mother in Dublin, and spend a year in the great Education Office there, 
to learn its whole mode of management and proceeding. I had arranged with the 
late AreohbiSihop Whately and other Members of the Irish National Board of Education 
to admit Mr. Hodgins into their Office, to study the details of its management, and of 
the Normal and Model Schools connected with it. Mr. Hodgins did so at his own 
expense, losing his Salary for the year; at the end of which time he returned to my 
Office, with the testimonials of the Irish National Board as to his diligence and the 
thorough m3Jnner in which he had mastered the modes of proceeding in the seven 
branches of that great Education Department. He also ,brought Drawings of his own 
make of tÞe Dublin Education Offices, Normal and Model Schools. Since then you 
know that Mr. Hodgins has proceeded regularly to his Degrees in Law in the University, 
and has been admitted to the Bar. He is, therefore, the most thoroughly trained man 
in all Canada for the Education Department, and he is the ablest and most thorough 
Admi,nistrator of a public Department of any man with whom I have ever met. I think 
he has not been appreciated according to his merits; but should you create and fill the 
Office of Minister of Public Instruction, you may safely confide all the ordinary admin- 
istrations of the Education Department to Doctor Hodgins, with my title of Office. 
The ,nature of your Answer to this Letter will enable me to decide whether I shali 
make an official Communication to the Provincial Secretary on the subject or not. 
Perhaps all that would be necessary, in the way of legislation, this Session on this 
subject would be to submit a Resolution to the House recommending, 1st, The creation 
of the Office of Minister of Public Instruction, and authorizing tbe Government to make 
such provision as it might judge expedient to fill such Office, and for the retirement of 
the present Chief Superintendent of Education. 
In the event of my retiring from my present Office, I should not object, if desired, 
to be appointed Member of the Council of Public Instruction, a,nd give any assistance 
in my power in its proceedi,ngs, as the result of my experience. 


TORONTO, February 10th, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL TO THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 


I have your Note of the 10th instant, marked private, proposing your retirement 
and the reconstruction of the Education Office, and enclosing copies of a former Official 
Correspondence on the same subject. . . If you will have the goodness to put yourself 
In communication with the Provincial Secretary, as on the former occasion, the subject 
will receive the early and earnest attention of the Government. . . . 
I hope and believe you would be right in trusting to my fairness even did I, as you 
assume I do, entertain iI1-feeling towards you; but I have not the least iII-feeling 
towards you, or any other of my fellow men. I shall humbly endeavour in my dealings 
with you to exemplify that Christian charity of which, as a Minister of the Gospel, you 
have doubtless preached. 


TORONTO, 12th February, 1872. 


EDWARD BLAKE. 


NOTE. Further Letters followed; but chiefly on personal matters, and are, 
therefore, omitted. 
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TITE PnovINCIAL 1'REASURER TO THE UHIEF SUPEmKTENDENT OF r.;DUCATION ON 
THE S DBJECT OF 1'EACHERS' INSTITUTES. 


I will feel obliged if you will, as soon as possilble, inform me of the proposed mode 
of distribution of the sum of $2,200, asked for in your Estimate for the year's services, 
for "Teachers' Institutes," and the objects for which the money is to be used. Is it 
simply intended as an encouragement to form such Associations? And do you intend to 
pay the amount as a matter of course on the formation of such Institutions? . . . 


TORONTO, 11th January, 1872. 


A. MACKENZIE. 


HEPLY OF THE CHIEF SUPERINTEKDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE PROVINCIAl, 
TREASURER. 


I have the honour to state, in reply to your Letter of this date, that the appropria- 
tion made 'by the School Act passed early in the year 1850, "for the encouragement of 
Teachers' Institutes," was intended to assist in defraying the incidental expenses of 
such Institutes, such as the Accommodation, Stationery, Maps, Apparatus, and sometimes 
special ILectuTes, by Teachers on special subjects. This is the mode in which they have 
been encouraged by public aid in the neighbouring States, where, in Massachusetts 
and New York especially, they -have become an I.nstitution and almost a regular ,branch 
of the School System. 
I never acted upon this provision of the Law but once, namely, in 1850. That year 
we dispensed with a Summer Session of the Normal School, and I got the two principal 
Masters of the Normal School to conduct Teachers' Institutes in the several Counties 
of Upper Canada. My Official Circular on that occasion is hereto appended, and fully 
explains the design of such Institutes. 
But as there has been no proper classification of Teachers, or classified Programme 
of Studies, such as could be carried into effect, J10 local Superintendents competent to 
conduct such Institutes, or Teachers of sufficient and acknowledged eminence among the 
fellow Teachers to designate for that purpose, I have thought it would be useless and 
a waste of time and money to recommend them, and to aid in defraying their expense. 
But now there are experienced and distinguished Teachers, as Inspectors, and others 
in each County of qualifications to assi'St in conductiJ1g such Institutes, and as several 
informal ones have been held with good results during the past few months, I have 
thought the time arrived when their agency might be usefully introduced for the improve- 
ment of Teachers, and especially in teaching those subjects of Elementary Science 
now required to be taught. Under these circumstances I recommended the provision of 
the School Act of 1850 to be acted upon to a limited extent this year. Should the Appro- 
priation be made for the current year, it will be my duty to specify in a Circular what 
may be considered the legitimate expenses of such Institutes, and require audited 
Accounts of them before I recommended the payment of them by your Department. . 


TORONTO, 11th January, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


CmCUI,AR FRO::'.I THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TO TEACHERS, 81JPER- 
INTENDENTS, AND OTHER OFFICERS OF SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT {;PPER 
CAN ADA ON TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 


The 65th Section of the School Act of 1871 authorizes the holding of a Teachers' 
Institute in each County in Upper Canada, cc und.er such Regulations as may be pre- 
scribed ,by the Chief Superintendent of Education, by and with the sanction of the 
Governor-General-in-CoUJ1cil. 
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The requisite sanction has been obtained for this purpose. The Provincial Board 
of Education has proposed to the Masters of the Normal School .to devote a part of the 
next few months to conducting suoh Institutes; and Messieurs Robertson and Hind have 
very cordially acceded to the suggestion, and expressed their utmost readiness to visit 
all the Counties in Upper C.anada, as far as practicable. in the prosecution of a work 
for which they are so admirably qualified. 
It becomes then my official duty to specify some of the Regulatio,ns which should 
govern the proceedings of these Teachers' Institutes, before stating the times at which 
they will ,be held in the several Counties of Upper Canada. 
A Teachers' Institute is a Meeting of Teachers assembled two, four, or ten, days, 
or two, or four, weeks, for the purpose of improvement in their profession. During 
each evening of such Institute, a Public Lecture is usually delivered on some subject 
connected with Common -School Education. During each day the Teachers composing 
the Institute are either formed into Classes, for School Exercises, under able Instructors, 
or discuss the modes of teaching the various subjects of Common School Instruction, 
and School Organization and Discipline. 
What is contemplated during the approaching Summer Is Intended as a preparation 
tor, or introduction to, Teachers' Institutes, rather than 'holding such Institutes them- 
selves. It is intended to limit each Meeting, (with one, or two, exceptio.ns), to two 
days, including two evening iLectures,-the first on the eve of the first day of the 
Institute, the second on the evening of that day. In some cases a third Lecture may 
be delivered the evening following. 
The subJects which will engage attention during these exercises will be, chiefiy, the 
Methods and Principles of Teaching, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Orthography, 
Geography, (with mapping), Natural and General History, Grammar, and, in some 
instances, perhaps, higher subjects; also School Government and Discipline. Some of 
these subjects may occupy much less time and attention than others, according to their 
relative importance, and as circumstances may suggest. Collateral subjects may, on 
some occasions, be introduced; but the proceedings of each Institute will be under the 
direction of the Masters of the Normal School. 
During many years such Institutes have been held in various parts of Germany; 
and, during the last four, or five, years, they have been held with great advantage and 
success in the New York and New England States. They h.ave been numerously attended 
. by Teachers, School Officers, and other Educationists, and have ,been productive of the 
happiest results in respect both to teachers and large portions of the community where 
they have been held. 
'Shall we have proof in the experiments now to be made that such Institutes may be 
held in Upper Canada? Will Canadian Teachers show that they have as much energy 
and lIloble ambition to attend and participate in the proceedings of such Institutes as 
Teachers in other Countries? If Teachers desire their position and profession to be 
advanced, they must exert themselves, and not depend on others, or sit down in com- 
Dlaining inactivity. No one circumstance would speak more in behalf of Canadian 
School Teachers than to see them as one man attending the Institutes about to be held; 
and the proceedings of such Institutes, largely attended, cannot fail to be individually 
useful to Teachers, and give a powerful impulse to the cause of Public Education. 
And may we not hope for as much cordial co-operation on the part of Local Super- 
intendents of Schools, Ministers of Religion generally, and other public men, as is shown 
by corresponding orders of men in neighbouring Countries? Upon public and patriotic 
Krounds it is hoped that pains will be taken in all the Congregations, and through the 
Dress, and in other convenient ways, to give the widest publicity to the evening Lectures; 
and that School Teachers, Superintendents, Clerical, and other School Visitors and 
Officers will attend the day exercises of the Institutes. 
I co.nfidently hope also that School Trustees will, in all cases. readily assent to the 
absen
e of their Teacher long enough to attend the Institute in their County, and that 
as many as possible of the Trustees themselves will also attend. I would likewise 
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bespeak the favourable consideration of the friends of Education in the Towns and 
neighbourhoods where these Institutes may be held. 
Those who wish to understand the Principles of Teaching, and the System of 
Instruction adopted in the Normal School, and sought to be introduced into all the 
Schools in Upper Canada, are earnestly invited to attend these Institutes, and to do SO 
in every instance from the beginning to the end of their proceedings, in order to be able 
to judge intelligently of the System of School teaching which they will develop. 
I shall be most happy to make a personal visit to .the several Counties during the 
course of the ensuing Autumn, to confer with local School Officers on the provisiOllß of 
the School Law, and the establishment of School Libraries to furnish them with copies of 
the School Act, and all Forms, Regulations, etcetera, required for its execution, and to 
consult on the .best means of promoting the interests of Education generally. 
Let it be specially observed that the first Lecture in each place mentioned will be 
delivered in the evening previous to the first day named for holding the Institute; and 
it is hoped that Teachers, and all others purposing to attend the Institute, will be 
present at the preceding evening's preliminary Lecture, and thus be prepared for enter- 
Ing upon the proceedings of the Institute the morning following. 


TORONTO, 16th April, 1850. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


I..ETTER FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE PROVINCIAL 
TREASURER, RELATING TO THE SUPERANNUATION OF TEACHERS. 


1 have the honour to state, in reference to the recent conversation which 1 had with 
you in regard to the Superannuation Section of the School Act of 1871, that I addressed 
a Circular on the subject to the various County Inspectors. In reply to that Circular 
various opinions on the subject were expressed. In the case of Lambton, Ontario, 
Perth and South Hastings, an almost unanimous expression of opinion has been given in 
tavour of the Section as it now stands. In regard to the classes of Teachers opposed 
to, or in favour of, the Section, the Inspectors almost invariably report the former to be 
.. those who do not intend to continue long in the profession of 
chool Teaching." 
II Young men who intend to teach only until they can secure money sufficient to carry 
them through College, or into something else,"-" persons who intend to make teaching 
a stepping-stone to something else." II Those who look more at the money than the 
principle involved." .. Those who have received incorrect, or partial, information on 
the subject,"-and those II who are opposed to compulsion in every form." The great 
mass of the Teachers are, however, either passive In the matter, or, having been for 
some time in the profession, are strongly in favour of it and hope some day to derive 
advantage from it. As to the grounds of objection to the distribution of the Fund, (as 
now authorized by ILaw), I entirely sympathize. These Teachers object to the present 
scheme chiefiy on the following grounds:-1st. That Teachers must be II worn out" 
before they can receive any aid from the Fund. Aß one Inspector remarks, II many of the 
best and most devoted Teachers look forward to a time when the work and worry of 
the School Room will be over, and they hope that their withdrawal from the profession 
may take place, at all events, a few years before they are incapacitated by Infirmity, and 
unable to teach a School longer. Like the Merchant, the Mariner and others, they hope 
for retirement while healbh -and the capacity f.or enjoying retirement remain. Many of 
them would rather die in harness than confess themselves incapable of doing a day's 
work. The feeling is not unknown to many of the best men in other professions when 
they begin to grow old." 2nd. The second reasonable ground for objection Is the uncer- 
tainty of the amount of the pension payable for each year's service. For some years 
the state of the Fund has been such that I have only been able to apportion from one to 
two dollars for eacih year's service; but this year, (out of the $12,500 which I took the 
Uberty to recommend being placed In the Estimates for this service), I shall be able to 
apportion at the rate of about four dollars for each year's service. If the Teachers who 
IV.-16 
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become superannuated could rely upon the maximum fixed by Law, I think they would 
be satisfied. It is the continual fiuctuation in the amount payable to them which has 
reasonably caused much discontent. In regard to the first ground of complaint which 
has been urged, I would recommend a fixed age to be determined at which every Teacher 
who has subscribed to ihe Fund s-hould have a right to retire and receive a Pension. A 
sliding scale of allowance might also be fixed, definite in amount and not liable. In 
regard to the objection again'St compulsory payment to the Fund, I need only remark 
that it is a principle invariably incorporated into every Pension scheme which has been 
adopted, either in the Civil Service in various Countries, or among different Religious 
Bodies everywhere. 


TORONTO, 27th February, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


FUOM THE PROVINCIAL rrUEASURER TO THE CHIEF SUPElUNTENDENT OF EDUCA.- 
TION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ADDITIONAL NORMAL SCHOOLS. 


The Government desire to have your opinion concer.ning the establishment of 
additional Normal 'School. 
On a previous occasion I understood your opinion to be in favour of establisWng 
one i.n the Eastern, and another in the Western, part of the Province. I would be glad 
to have your opinion. concerning the location and extent of the buildings necessary to 
provide for the other sections of the Province requiring the aid of such Institutions, 
and also as to the necessity for, and the extent of, Model School Accommodation, in 
connection with such Institutions. 


TORONTO, October 12th, 1872. 


ALEXANDER MACKENZIE. 


REPLY TO THE FOREGOING LETTER BY TUE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF 
EDUCATION. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 12th instant, 
requesting my opinion, for the information of ,the Government, concerning the establish- 
ment of additional Normal Schools, the 10caU<>n and extent of the buildings necessary 
to provide other 'Sections of the Provi.nce reqt iring such Institutions, and the necessity 
for, and the extent of, Model School Accomml'dation in connection with such Institu- 
tions. 
I desire io state in reply that . . . I thin'), that three additional Normal Schools 
will be required to exte.nd the advantages of a N( mal School training of Teachers, to 
all parts of the Province,--one at London, one at K. 19.ston, and one at Ottawa. If pro- 
vision be not made to establis,h them all at once, I 11 ink the first established should be 
at Ottawa. The centre of a large region of country where the Schools are in a com- 
varatively backward state, and where the influence o. .the Normal School training for 
Teachers has yet been scarcely felt, except in a few Tm ns, and which is almost entirely 
separated from Toronto in all branches of 'business and commerce, and, therefore, to a 
great extent in social relations and sympathies. 
As the whole Province east of Belleville, (exce-pt a few Tawns and Villages), is less 
advanced and less progressive in Schools than ioll the Western parts, I think a second 
Normal School should be established at Kingston. 
From the regions of country surrounding ,both Ottawa and Kingston, I thl.nk a 
sufficient number of Teachers and Candidates for teaching would be collected so that 
the Normal School training in those regions would have an uplifting influence upon the 
people at large in matters of Public School Education; while both Kingston and Ottawa 
are the seats of Colleges, and the residence of artists competent to be employed for por- 
tions of their time, as Teachers of Writing, Book-keeping, Drawing, Vocal Music, Gym- 
na.tics and Calisthenics. 
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Although London is not so remote from. Toronto in any respect as Ottawa, or Kings- 
tOll, yet it is the centre of a populous and prosperous part of the Province, from which 
an ample number of Student-teachers would be collected to fill any Normal School. In 
some of the Counties in this part of the Province there is a German population, among 
which there are eighty Schools in which .the German Language is taught in connection 
with the English. In one, or two, Counties, French is ,taught in a few Sichools; I think 
that in a Normal Seohool situated in London provision should be made for teaching 
German, and perhaps French, besides the other subjects of a Normal School training. 
With the establishment of these three Normal Sc-hools, I am persuaded there would 
still be as large a number of Student-teachers attending the Toronto Normal School as 
can be advantageously trained in one Institution. 
If County Teachers' Institutes be held, and assisted, as authorized by Law, they will 
do, I think, muoo. to elevate the views, .improve the skill, and excite the ambition of 
young Teachers, and be excellent feeders to the Normal Schools. 
I think all the 
ormal Schools should be subject to the oversight of the Education 
Department, and under the same Regulations sanctioned by the Lieutenant-Governor-in- 
Council. This, I think, is necessary, on the grounds of both economy and uniformity 
of standard and system of instruction. 
As to the extent of accommodation in each Normal School, I think that provision 
should be made for trai.ning one hundred and fifty Teachers in each School, and that 
the Model Schools connected with the Normal School should each be able to receive 
three hundred Pupils,-(me hundred and fifty in the Girls' Model School, and one ,hun- 
dred and fifty in the Boys' Model School-and I believe it to be the best number for 
economy and efficiency. 
There should be three Masters in each Kormal School,-one Teacher of Geography, 
History, and English, including methods of School Teaching, Organization and Dis- 
cipline; one Teacher of Mathematics, including Arithmetic, Algebra, and Geometry or 
Euclid; and one Teacher of Elementary Science, (called Science Master), including 
Botany, Chemistry, (with application to Agriculture, etcetera), and Natural Philosophy, 
especially Mechanics. There must also be .three Teachers in each Model School, one 
for each of the thTee divisions of fifty Pupils each. Provision s'hould be made for giving 
instruction by other TeaC'hers for a portion of their time in Writing, Book-keeping, 
Drawing, Music, Gymnastics and Calisthenics. 
As to the cost of the Normal School and Model School Buildings, I find that my 
Estimate Wag not far from correct,-being about $50,0{)0 for the erection of each 
ormal 
School Building, including Model Sc'hool accommodatio,n. The current expenses of each 
establishment s,hould not -exceed $15,000 per annUJII1. 
Mr. Tully, the Architect, prepared the second best Plan of our present Kormal School 
Buildings. He could, in consultation with Doctor Hodgins, prepare a Plan more 
p.conomical and convenient, and handsomer than our present Normal School Building, 
and have th-e Model Schools included as a part of it, so that the Whole could be built, 
waTmed, etcetera, much more economicaIIy, and more conveni-ently than anything of the 
kind we have at present. The whole would thus be prepared and erected under the 
Immediate oversight of the Government. 
In the foregoing suggestions I have not touched upon numerous details in the 
arrangem-ent and management of the proposed Normal Schools which can only be fully 
understood and considered by personal consultation. 


TORONTO, Octo beT 19th, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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EDUCATIONAL FEATURES OF 'l'HE GO,TERXOR-GEXEHAliS 
VISIT, 1872. 


Among the most pleasurable incidents connected with public anc1 social life ill 
Ontario, none has equalled that of the auspicious visit -of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor-General to its Capital in 1872. The Earl of Dufferin, as the Hepresentative 
of the Sovereign, more than realized the ideal among all classes of Callaùian people 
of what that Representative should be, not only in the execution of his civil c1uties, 
but also in the discl1arge of the popular and social functions of his high office. 
These feature.:; of His Excellency's duties are confessedly among the most 
delicate and difficult which he can be called upon to discharge. And yet, by com- 
mon consent, it was felt that he has not only performed them during his visit to 
Toronto with rare tact and discretion, but that he succeeded in infusing into them 
a heartiness, (or, as the Americans would say, a graceful "naturalness"), which 
was most pleasant and winning. In. doing so it was also felt that, apart from the 
Governor-General's own bonhommie and good sense, there was imparted to the 
whole of His Excellency's movements and utterances an irresistible grace and 
charm by the presence and participation in them of the Countess of DufÍerin. 
Gifted evidently with great amiability of disposition, Her Excellency blended with 
it a graciousness of manner which won all hearts, and which gave to Lord Duf- 
ferin's official visits somewhat of that pleasant impressiveness which the condescen- 
sion of a personal visit of the Sovereign would produce. 
Thus much of the personal and social aspects of His Excellency's visits. 'l'hese, 
after all, may be considered as the most pleasant and lasting in their effects; but 
yet there is another and higher aspect of them in which we shou]c1 like to view 
H.em. 
There are many who remember with unmingled satisfaction the zeal and ability 
with which the late lamented Lord Elgin identified himself with the benevolent and 
educational enterprises of the Province in his day, and sought, both by his presence 
and eloquent advocacy -of their interests, to promote their growth and development 
emong us. For many years after his retirement from Canada, the moral and social 
e:f!ects of his popular advocacy of these great interests were felt. And to his oft- 
repeated reference to the progress of our Educational System, in his many speeches 
and addresses in England and Scotland, are we to this day, to a great extent, in- 
debted for its popularity abroad. He brought the subject prominently before the 
English and general Public, and thus awakened an interest in it,-as an experi- 
ment in Colonial Government and Education,-which leading Statesmen in Eng- 
land have since sihown in their desire to learn sometillng more definitely of by 
personal inquiry, or through Royal Commissions. 
Lord DufÍerin happily sought to render a like service to the Province, and, in 
doing so, to give the full weight of his personal .opinion and experience in this mat- 
ter. He was not content, (as he himself expressed it), to accept for an acquaint- 
ance with our System of Education mere popular report, or even the official re- 
ports of others, but he also_endeavoured, by personal inquiry and investigation, to 
make himself acquainted with its leading principles, and so to master its details 
as to be enableJ to ]earn its quality and to estimate its value to the Country. Not 
on]y did he obtain and examine the official Reports on Education in Ontario, but, 
R!:I an instance of his desire, not simply to content himself with a mere formal visit, 
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(as was customary with some others of his Predecessors), to the leading Educa- 
tional Instituiions of the City, he paid at least two visits each to the University 
of Toronto and to the Education Department, in the latter of which he spent nearly 
two hours on his first visit, and three on his second. Not only did he inspect with 
interest the various departments of these Institutions; but he asked such practical 
questions, in regard to what was shown to him, and sought such illustrations of 
the practical utility of what he saw, that he was able in his own mind to form an 
opinion of their value, or to judge of their adaptation to the ends sought to be 
tlttained. In doing this, His Excellency showed a tact and discrimination which 
was remarkable, and yet a courtesy, as well as a deference to those he addressed, 
which, (as coming from the Queen's Representative, and also the highest Civil 
Officer in the Dominion), was most pleasing and graceful. 
In all this the Governor-General has shown the rare sagacity and keen practi- 
(>81 wisdom of a Statesman and Ruler. He has sought to obtain his information in 
regard to important branches of social science in this new Country, direct, and 
from the most reliable sources. By personal inquiry, and an inspection of the 
material evidences of the Agricultural, Mechanical, Industrial and Educational 
progress, and Christian benevolent enterprise, which were presented to him, the 
Governor-General endeavoured to obtain that practical information which enabled 
bim to form a clear and definite judgment on the condition of the Province, an 
opinion on the practical character of its institutions,-and an estimate of the num- 
ber and efficacy of those great instruments of national progress and enlightenment, 
which the wisdom of Parliament, the sagacity of our Statesmen, and the Christian 

hilanthropy of our people, have put into operation. Thus it was that great in- 
terest was felt in Lord Dufferi
's visit to the various Educational Institutions ()If 
Toronto. 
At each of these Visits, although the Addresses presented to Lord Dufferin 
were generally couched in the usual complimentary and official form, yet, in his 
personal replies, he departed from the usual formal manner of response, by adopt- 
ing an easy, pleasant, conversational style, abounding with touches of wit, but in- 
variably also with striking and thoroughly practical remarks, especially when these 
remarks were directed, as they always were, with a kindly reference to the inci- 
dents which usually characterized the School life of both Boys and Girls,-as wit- 
ness his appropriate counsels to the Pupils of Upper Canada College. He drew 
largely from his own personal experience and from his knowledge of educational 
m3tters in the -old Land. It is this special and personal feature of Lord Dufferin's 
visit to the Educational Institutions of Toronto which adds value to the detailed 
tecord of these visits which are here recorded. 
Like his distinguished Predecessor, Lord Elgin, he never seemed to be at a lose 
wben occasion offered, and circumstances caned it forth, to say just the right thing 
at the right time, and to utter pertinent and practical remarks in his usual graceful 
and kindly manner. 
Of the opinion which His Excellency formed of our Educational System and 
Institutions he gave utterance on several occasions. On the occasion of his visit to 
the Education Department of Ontario. and, in the course of his rema:rks to the 
Studfnts of the :Normal School, he said:- 


I had felt some anxiety and interest to become acquainted with what I had under- 
stood to be one of the bEst Systems OIf Education in the wor1d, and I must now expresl 
my complete satisfaction with what I have witnessed. 



230 


DOCU
lENTS ILLLSTRATI\'E OF EDUCATION IN ONTAHIO. 


On leaving the Education Department, Lord DufÍerin also expressed the great 
pleasure he had experienced in the inspection of the establishment, which, he said, 
was equalled by few of its kind in Europe, and remarked that its Founders had 
built themselves a lasting monument. 
His Excellency, on leaving Toronto, directed Colonel Fletcher, his Secretary, 
to address a formal Letter of acknowledgment to His 'W orship the Mayor of the 
City. In that Letter Colonel Fletcher said:- 
The Governor-General has had an opportunity of visiting some of the principal 
Institutions of the City, and he cannot adequately describe the satisfaction he has ex- 
perienced in observing the admirable footing upon which they are established. Those 
devoted to 'Educational purposes have especially attracted his attention, as being equal, 
if not superior, to any with which he Is acquainted. 


There are abundant evidences in Lord DufÍerin's impromptu, anù yet studied, 
utterances, that he had not undertaken his important duties without, at least, an 
extensive preliminary study of our past history, and a tolerably correct estimate of 
the resources and capabilities of the Provinces in the Dominion. The following is 
a record of His Excellency's visits to the Educational Institutions of Toronto, 
('opied from the admirable reports of those visits in the Globe
 ltlail and Leader 
Newspapers. 


LORD DUFFERIN
S VISIT TO TIlE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT FOR ONTARIO. 


\),hen their Excellencies the Governor-General and the Countess of Dufferin, 
accompanied by Colonel Fletchel', visited the Education Department, they were 
received at the principal Entrance by the Chipf Superintendent of Education, the 
Reverend Doctor Ryerson; the Deputy Superintendent, Doctor Hodgins; the Very 
Reverend Dean Grasett, Chainnan; sever-a I :Members of the Council of Public In- 
struction. Their Excellencies were conducted into the rrheatre. Over the entrance 
to the Theatre were the words, "God save the Queen," enclosed in a border of 
coloured Maple Leaves. On the front of the Gallery, facing the platform, was the 
G<>vernor-Genern.l's motto, U Per vias rectas/
 in green Maple Leaves. Over ff1Ïs 
was the word" \Yelcome," in autumn l\Iaple Leaves, and surmounting all was the 
Crown in Flowers. 
On the entrance of the Governor-General, all the Students, Pupils and Assem- 
blage rose, and, led by 
Ir. Sefton, sang the National Anthem. The Chief Super- 
intendent read the following Address:- 


To His Excellency tlle Right Honourable the Earl of Dufferin, K.P., K.C.B., 
Governor-Gene1'al of Cana(la. 
The Council of Public Instruction for the Pr
vince of Ontario, in unison with all 
classes of our fellow Subj-ects, most cordially welcome you and the Countess of Dufferin 
to the Country fir.st selected as a home by the United Empire Loyalists of Am-erica, and 
to this seat of our Educational Operations. We welcome your Excellency not only as 
the honoured Representative of our beloved Sovereign, as an experienced Statesman 
and accomplished Scholar, but as a known and earnest labourer in the cause of National 
Ed ucation in Ireland. 
To us, as a Body, since 1846, ,has been assigned the task of establishing the Normal 
and Model Schools for the training of Teachers, framing the Regulations for th
 manage- 
ment of the Public and High Schools, selecting the Text Books and Books for Prizes 
and Free Libraries, while one of our number has ,been appointed to prepare and admin- 
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ister the School Law and Regulations. It has been our aim to devise and develop a 
System of sound universal Education on Christian principles, imbued with a spirit of 
affectionate loyalty to the Throne and attachment to the unity of the Empire. In this 
great work we have been favoured with the protection and support of successive Admin- 
istrations and ParliaJIIuents, without respect to party, and with t'he friendly co-operation 
of all Religious Persuasions. The Schools under the Education Department have 
increased to the number of 4,703, and the Pupils in them to the number of 454,616; the 
School Accommodations, character and qualifications of Teachers, the methods and 
efficiency of Teac'hing, have advanced in proportion to the increase of Schools and Pupils, 
and the amount provided last year for the support of the Schools, almost entirely by 
voJuntary local rates, was $2,326,808, being an increase on that of the preceding yea.r 
of $210,604. 
We trust and devoutly pray that your residence in Canada may .be agreeable both 
to your Excellency and Lady Dufferin, and that your Administration of the Government 
v. ill be beneficial to all classes and sections of the Dominion. 
Signed by order and on behalf of the Council of Public Instruction for Ontario. 


TORONTO, 16th October, 1872. 


H. J. GRASETT, Chairman. 


Hi
 Excellency replied verbally as follows: 


Gentlemen,-The Address with which you have been good enough to prespnt. m
 
contains not only most kind expressions of welcome to myself and Lady Dufferin, on our 
arrival in this locality, but it also states, in a few pregnant sentences, the general .nature 
of your labours, and the satisfactory results which have flowed from them. In the first 
place, therefore, I have to thank you, .both on Lady Dufferin's part and on my own, for 
those kind expressions with w-hiCh you have greeted us. I can assure you that it is 
indeed a very great satisfaction to us to feel that, in coming to this place, we have been 
welcomed by those who represent o.ne of the most useful and one of the most successful 
Institutions in Toronto. On the other hand, I have to congratulate you 'Upon those refer- 
ences which you have been able to make with justifiable pride to the fruit of your 
endeavours. I can well understand that, to those who have watched the gradual growth 
and extension of such an Establishment as this, it must be delightful to reflect that 
from hence there have been year by year poured fort'h in every direction, and to every 
distant part of the Province, Pupils who in their turn have -become Teachers in their 
several departments, and have spread abroad that sound education and well-directed 
System of Instruction which they have acquired within your walls. I am well aware 
that, until a very recent period, your efforts have been a good deal hindered by the want 
of proper Class Books. That defect, thanks to the efforts, I understand, of one of your 
Members, has been amply supplied, and I believe that the Class Books of Toronto are 
now equal to any which can be found in any part o
 t'he world. I am also happy to 
think that I see before me a Gentleman through whose strenuous efforts here and ener- 
getic exertions in visiting the various Coun
ries of Europe, as well as examini.ng the 
different educational systems which have been pursued on the Continent of America, a 
method of instruction has been introduced into Canada 'Which probably inclues in itself 
all that is good in the various systems to be fo'Und elsewhere. But to myself especially, 
who, in Ireland, have been accustO'lIled to live in the midst of religious contention, and 
where Education is itself the battle-fleld upon which the conflicting Denominations 
encounter each other with the greatest acrimony, it is the greatest pleasure to have met 
here to-day the distinguished Representatives of so many different Religious Com- 
munions, and I must say it speaks very favourably for the liberality of sentiment and 
for the general enlightenment of the Ecclesiastical Bodies in this Country that this 
should be the case. In this respect also, Gentlemen, you :have my hearty sympathy. It 
has always seemed to me a disgraceful thing that, in the great contention which we 
are waging wit'll ignorance, and consequently with crime, the various Religious Denom- 
inations of Europe should not have yet learnt to put as'ide their jealousies and combine 
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In so. catho.lic a cause. I can o.nly say. that since my arrival in Canada I do no.t think 
I ,have ever fo.und myself in a Building w,hich seems to co.mbine in so. favo.urable a degree 
all the necessary mechanical appliances fo.r the dissemination o.f knowledge; no.r, indeed. 
to judge by the intelligent and smiling faces af the numero.us Pupils befo.re me, have I 
ever seen mo.re pro.mising materials o.n which, indeed, Gentlemen, it mus,t be a satis- 
factio.n to. yo.u to. expend yo.ur energies and time. Again thanking you far the kind 
receptio.n you have been go.o.d eno.ug.h to. give to. Lady Dufferin and myself, I wo.uld con- 
clude by wis.hlng yo.u, from the very bottom o.f my heart. the utmost success and pros- 
perity in the time to. co.me, and I trust that each súcceeding year may ena'ble yo.u to. 
extend the sphere o.f yo.ur ,beneficent labo.urs. 


The Model Schoal Pupils then sang" Hurrah far Canada," after which the 
juniors sang another piece, "The Sea is England's Glary." His Excellency ex- 
pressed the pleasure which the performance had afforded him. 
The following Officials of the Department were then presented to their Ex- 
cellencies by the Reverend Doctar Ryerson, Chief Superintendent :-Messieurs 
Alexander Marling, F. J. Taylor, J. T. R. Stinsan, W. H. Atkinson, and W. E. 
Hodgins; the fallowing of the Depositary sectian were presented:- Dactor S. P. 
May, Messieurs H. :M:. Wilkinson, S. B. Cope, G. Barber, S. A. :L\'Íay, R. J. Bryce, 
R. Winstanley, F. Nudell, A. C. Paull and A. Ditchburn. 
The following Teachers of the Schoal were also presented :-1\Ir. Thomas Kirk- 
land, M.A., Science Master, and Doctor James Carlyle, 1\Iathematical Master, 
N armal School; Messieurs Hughes, Scott and 1\'ÍcPhedran, Boys' 1\'Íadel School; 

1:rs. Cullin, Miss Jones, Miss Adams, and Miss Carter, Girls' 1\1:adel School. 
Lord Dufferin then walked raund amang the Pupils, to several of whom he 
addressed pleasant remarks. He was highly gratified with the intelligence shown 
by the children generaNy. The Cauntess af Dufferin also. entered into pleasant can- 
versation with the Ladies and the female Students who. were present. 
Their Excellencies were then conducted to the Lawn, where the Pupils of the 
Girls' Model School were assembled. Under the directian af the veteran Major 
Goadwin, these young Girls went through a Calisthenic Exercise. They praved 
themselves quite au fait, and displayed wonderful ease and grace in the pasturing, 
which the nature of the exercise necessitated. The Nûrmal Students formed in 
two ranks, and went through a portion af the ordinary Camp any drill, wheeling, 
marcbing in line, daubling, and executing ()ther movements, with the precisian of 
ø trained Company of Volunteers. They finished as they commenced, by a Sa'lute, 
a graceful movement, which elicited a bow from His Excellency, and a deep 
courtesy from the Countess. Lord Dufferin complimented Major Goodwin on t
le 
excellent training of his squad, and thanked the young Gids and Students for 
tneir trouble. 
The Viceregal Party then proceeded to an inspectian of the interior of the 
Building. In the Council Roam the Minute Book of the Council was praduced, 
and the signatures of the Prince of Wales, Prince Arthur, the Grand Duke Alexis, 

nd other distinguished Visitors painted out by Dactor Ryerson, at whase request 
both Lard and Laity Dufferin added their autagraphs. Fram this Raom the ni
- 
tinguished Visitors proceeded to the Museum. Lard Dufferin examined with much 
interest some af the paintings on the staircase, and then entered the Assyrian 
Room. The arrangement of the Museum has been vastly impraved by Doctor 1\'Íay 
and Jlis Assaciates, under the supervision af Dactor Hadgins, and the Assyrian 
Frescaes and the capy of the winged Bull af the British Museum were braught into 
greater relief. The Gavernar-General expressed his especial admiration of the 



LORD DUFFERlX':::; VISIT TO KOR
IÅL AKD :MODEL SCHOOLS.. 1872. 233 


happy thought of colouring the fresooes,-an experiment on the part of the Depart- 
ment which had been ably brought out. The Vice-regal Party then passed in suc- 
cession through the Rooms containing English Engrarings and Photographs, in 
which ropies of the Dutch and Flemish :M13,sters were hung; the Chamber devoted 
to Paintings of various EurQpean origins, and that containing illustrations of 
Canadian History alone. They next visited the Room in which Philosophical Ap- 
paratus of every kind was exhibited; thence they passed to the Hall devoted to 
Sculpture and Casts. During his Visit His Excellency made numerous inquiries 
in regard to various features of the School System of Ontario, of which he said 
he had heard so much. These were answered to his satisfaction, and evidently in- 
creased his interest in the success of the School System. 


THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S INSPECTION OF THE N ORl\IAL AND MODEL SCHOOLS. 


On a subsequent day His Excellency the Governor-General paid a visit to the 
Normal and Model Schools of Ontario. 
His Excellency arrived at the Institution attended by Lieutenant Coulson, 
...
.D.C. The Governor-General was received by the Reverend Doctor Ryerson, 
Chief Superintendent of Education, Doctor Hodgins, Deputy Superintendent, the 
Revel.end Doctor Davies, Principal of the Normal School, :Mr. :Marling, Chief Olerk, 
Hnd Doctor May, of the Depository. His Excellency's first visit was to the Model 
Schools. They were all tastefully decorated by :Ur. Hughes, Mrs. Cullen, and the 
other Teachers of the School. In the Boys' School Room was the motto, "Cead 
]rIille Failthe;" in the Girls' School Room, "'V ellcome Lady Dufferin," and in the 
Class Rooms :Monograms enclosed in circles and surmounted by Earl's Coronets, 
at! in Autumn Leaves. In the large School Rooms were drawings in chalk, by Mr. 
W. Armstrong, C.E., Drawing Master, and mottoes in old English, written with 
the same material, by Mr. S. Clare, 'Vriting ::\laster. The whole displayed great 
taste; but the chef d'æuvre was unquestionably a chalk drawing on the Blackboard 
in the Boys' School Room by l\Ir. Armstrong, representing in a most truthful man- 
ner two Indians shooting the Rapids in a Canoe from the stern of which floated 
a pennon bearing His Excellency's motto, <l Perl vias rectas." His Excellency 
visited the Class Rooms of the various Divisions of the Girls' l\fodel School, where 
young Girls presented a Bouquet and holder to the Governor-General for the 
Countess, which His Excellency very graciously received. The Girls were ques- 
Lioned in Arithmetic and Mensuration and answered with great readiness and pre- 
cision. His Excellency took great interest in the procÐedings, and questioned the 
Head Mistress 'as to the mode of teaching employed. His Excellency was con- 
ducted to the first Division of the Boys' School, where :ß1r. Hughes, Head l\f.aJSter, 
gave a lesson on Botany, S'O as to 'aHow the GoverDor-General to judge of the method 
of teaching. The Boys then read aloud the Poet Laureate's poem on the Funeral 
of Wellington. Lord Dufferin questioned the Boys on the characters of Nelson, 
Wellington and Napoleon respectively, and then proceeded to visit the other 
Divisions, whose Teachers put sever.al questions to the Boys in fractions, English 
Grammar, Elementary Arithmetic and Natural History. 
The Vice-regal Party then went into the Normal School, where His Excellency 
congratulated the Students on the means they had afforded them Îor qualifying 
themselves for the career before them. They would never have cause to regret the 
time they had spent there, or the lessons they had learnt, which would give them 
8 foundation of Education which would prove an endless source of delight to them 
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in after life. If he might venture to ofÏer a recommendation to those who were 
about to repair as :M:a.sters and Mistresses to the several local Schools in the 
Country, it would be to be very careful to do their best to develop the genpral in- 
telligence of their Pupils, by not merely going through the routine of the several 
OouTses which might be prescribed by the Authorities of the School, but by s'ee- 
ing that, in giving answers, their Pupils thoroughly understood tile process by 
which those answers should be arrived at. He also urged them to pay strict atten- 
tion to teaching the children to pay due and proper respect to those who were older 
than themselves, to show deference to age wherever they met with it. 
His ExceHency next visited a Lecture Hall, where the more advanced Pupils 
of the First Division were receiving instruction in Chemistry from :Mr. T. Kirk- 
land, :M:.A.,Science Master. Here Lord DufÏerin repeated in substance the remarks 
he had just made to the Second Division Pupils. He then returned to the Boys' 
School, where he listened to a recitation by two boys, named :McPherson and 
Hodgetts, of Sir Walter Scott's "Parting of Douglas and )farmion." The reci- 
tation was given in a highly creditable manner, and so gratified His Excellency 
that he expressed his desire to have. the Boys presented to him. He shook hands 
and conversed with them briefly; after which those of the First Division went 
through a short examination in Drawing, conducted by His Excellency, who took 
the chalk in his hand, and illustrated on the Blackboard the first principles of per- 
spective, of which he was an able master, greatly to the amusement of the Boys at 
the expertness of their novel Teacher. He then proceeded to the Gymnasium 
where the Boys of the Second and Third Divisions were exercised in Drill and 
Gymnastics by Major Goodwin. The drill was highly creditable and elicited the 
warm commendation of Lord Dufferin and 1\fr. Coulson. 


LORD DUFFERIN'S VISIT TO THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO. 


The Annual Convocation of Univers
ty College took place on the 18th of Oc- 
tober, and was graced by the presence of their E"\'cellencies the Governor-General 
and the Countess of DufÏerin. In re8ponse to an invitation from the 
\uthQrities 
of the College, Lord DufÏerin consented to take a prominent part in the proceedings 
by presenting the Prizes to the 
uccessful Candidates. Here the Senate of the 
University, conjointly with the Council of University College, p
'ented an AddTess 
of welcome to His ExceIIency. 
On their Excellencies being seated, Mr. John A. Boyd, M.A., read the follow- 
ing joint Address of the Pniversity and University CoIIege:- 


To the Right Honourable Frederick, Earl of Dufferin, K.P., K.C.B., Governor-General of 
Canada. 
The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, and Members of the Senate of the University of 
Toronto, and the President, Professors, and other Officers of University .college, gladly 
avail themselves of the present opportunity to tend-er a 'hearty welcome to Your Excel- 
lency and the Countess of Dufferin, upon the occasion of this your first visit to this 
Seat of Learning; and at the same time to present their united congratulations upon the 
well-merited confidence and esteem wherewith Her Most -Gracious Majesty has honoured 
Your Excellency, in intrusting to your 'hands the Government of the Dominion of Canada. 
The objects and aims of this University and this College,-established and endowed 
by Royal bounty, for the advancement of Jearning, the cultivation of Science and Liter- 
ature, II the education and instruction of youth and Students in Arts and Faculties,"- 
will sufficiently commend themselves to Your Exc.ellency's countenance and sympathy. 
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That well-known devotion to Art and Literature which .has graced Your Excellency's 
distinguished career in public affairs gives the assurance that Your Excellency will 
favour ably regard Institutions whose work it is to advance the cause of Learning, and 
to qualify the youth of the Country for the efficient discharge of the duties of life. 
While renewing their expressions of congratulation and welcome. the Authorities 
of the University and the College rejoice in t'he conviction that Your Excellency will 
manifest in the future, as in .the past, a warnrr and steady friendship for the interests 
of liberal education; and they sincerely 'hope that t'he .. New Dominion" may long afford 
an ample and congenial field for the exercise of Your Excellency's abilities. 


. His Excellency intimated to Doctor :UcCaul that he would reply at the end of 
the Convocation. The Reverend President said it was with great satisfaction h3 
had to announce that His Excellency the Governor-General had graciously con- 
sented to distribute the Prizes at their an"nual Convocation. He felt it to be his 
duty to assure the audience that no Candidate would be presented for a Prize who 
had not obtained it well and honourably after strict examination. He congratu- 
lated the successful Candidates on their good fortune,-a good fortune that they 
would long remember in the evening of life, perchance,-in receiving their Prize!; 
from the hands of the Earl of DufÏerin. He believed they would value it all the 
more, because the Count
s had done them the honour 4:0 give a charm to thei1' 
Convocation such as it never obtained before. 
The Professors then cal1ed up the several Prize men and presented them to the 
Governor-General, who distributed the Prizes with an appropriate word, or two, to 
each Student. After which His Excellency said:- 


I can.not quit the presence of this distinguished company without desiring in a few 
words to express to the Chancellor, to the Vice-Chancellor, and the Authorities of this 
Institution, my best thanks for t'he kind and hearty reception which they have accorded 
us. I had long since ,heard of the admirable System of Education which had been estab- 
lished in the Province of Ontario, ,and especially in the University of Toronto. But I 
mugt say that any expectations I may have formed, however pleasing, have been infiniteJy 
surpassed by the pleasure I have experienced in m;y visit. Until I reac1Ied Toronto 
itself, I confess I was not aware that so magnificent a specimen of Gothic architecture 
existed upon the American Continent. The citizens of Toronto, as well as the Students 
of this University, 'have to be congratulated that, amongst the inhab'itants of their own 
Province, there should 'have been found a Gentleman so complete a master of his art as 
to have been enabled to decorate this City with such a magnificent specimen of his 
skill. Thanks to an intimacy I had the good fortune of forming with some relatives of 
Doctor McCaul, I was in some measure aware of the successful nature of his labours, 
and of the noble work upon which he was engaged. I have also been able to assure 
myself that, perhaps, l.n no other Educational Establishment is there to be found a more 
competent body of Professors. Nothing has taken me more by surprise, while, at the 
same time, nothing has given me greater pleasure, than to -have perceived, in consequence" 
of the pleasing duty which I have been called upon to perform, that, within the walls of 
this University, a greater number of subjects is taught, and a more practical direction 
is given to the education and to the studies of the Students than within the walls of any 
University with which I have been hit'herto acquainted. But, while I pay this com- 
pliment to the practical character of many of .the departments over whioh these dis- 
tinguished Gentlemen preside, I trust it will not be imagined that, upon that account, 
I am one of those who are disposed to undervalue that which I consider to be .the -back- 
bone of a liberal education. I mean the arts and the Greek and Roman Classics. I 
think that, especially in a new Country like this, where naturally everyone almost is 
primarily concerned in material pursuits,-it is a point of the very greatest importance 
that the lessons and the experiences of antiquity should .not be lost sight of, but that a 
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knowledge of the learning, of the poetry, and of the history of the past, should liberalize 
our modern ideas. In conclusion, I would say a few words to the Students of the Uni- 
versity them.selves. It would simply remind them that perhaps In no Country In the 
World ,do a body of young men, such as those I see around me, start in life under more 
favourable auspices, or enter upon their several careers with a more assured certainty 
that, by industry, by the application of their intelUgence, by sobriety of manners and of 
conduct, they may attain t'he greatest prizes of life. I would remind them that, however 
humble the origin of anyone of them may have been, there is no position In the service 
of the Country w:hich he may not hope to attain, and such a position Is one of the most 
honourable objects of ambition which a young man could put before him as his aim in 
life. And I would further remind them that there are other prizes of an imperial nature 
within their reach, for the Queen of England does not stop to 
mquire whether a 
deserving citizen is an Australian, or a Canadian, or a Scotchman, or an Irishman, or 
an Englishman; It is enough that he should have rendered the State good service, and 
this is .his title to !her favour and reward. Within a few weeks past, to a native-born 
Canadian, but one of the most distinguished servan.ts of the Empire, the Queen has been 
pleased to extend a signal mark of her favour, and has called Sir John Macdonald to 
be a Member of the Imperial Privy Council. There are others, friends of my own, w'ho, 
In their early life having been Colonists, on returning to England, fought their way 
into Parliament, ,and are now counted among the most distinguished and successful 
rulers of the Empire. I am sure those I am addressing will lay it to heart, and the 
lesson I have ventured to Inculcate wil1 not be lost upon them. Had I known that this 
opportunity would be afforded to me of addressing for the first time since I have been 
In Canada an audience so d'is:tlnguished In every respect, both for its learning, and, I 
may say, Its beauty, I certainly should have made that preparation whic'h I feel to be 
necessary, and the want of which I trust you will kindly excuse. 


The Reverend Doctor McCaul then presented the Officers and .Members of the 
S'enate of the University, and of the Council of the College, as well as a number of 
the Alumni of the Institution. 


LORD DUFFERIN'S INSPECTION OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. 


At University College he was conducted to the Library, where Professors and 
Officers were presented to His Excellency. After some conversati'Ün with the Pro- 
fessors, and in examining the ancient MSS. which the Library contained, Lord 
DufÏerin visited the Museum, which he examined with much interest, under the 
guidance of Doctor Wilson and Doctor Nicholson. He then visited the various 
Lecture Rooms and the Laboratory, the arrangement of which was explained to 
him by Doctor Croft. He next visited the President's Room, after which he 
viewed Convocation Hall from the Gallery. Here and throughout the Building 
he expressed great admiration of the Architecture, which is so fine a specimen of 
the Norman 'Style. He then proceeded to tbe Dining Room, in which the Students 
were assembling for dinner. His Excellency expressed his satisfaction with all he 
had seen, and the pleasure he had received from the visit. 
At the athletic sports in connection with University College their Excellencies 
the Governor-General and the Countess of DufÏerin, accompanied by Colonel and 
Lady Harriet Fletcher, were present. They were received by the Reverend Doctor 
McCaul, by the President of the Committee of :Management, CUr. A. :M. Turnbull), 
and the Secretary, (l\Ir. "f. E. Hodgins), and were warmly received by the vast 
assemblage present. At the conclusion of the sports, the Countess of Dufferin dis- 
tributed the Prizes to the fortunate competitors. At the close of the distribution, 
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the Reverend Doctor McCaul said, he begged to return their Excellencies the most 
cordial thanks, for honouring them with their presence on that occasion. More 
especially did he thank the Countess of Dufferin, who had so graciously performed 
the task of presenting the Prizes to the fortunate competitors. 
Lord DufÏerin, on behalf of Her Excellency, expressed the pleasure which she 
had felt in taking part in so interesting a ceremony, and remarked that it was a 
great gratification to him to find introduced into this new Country the manly 
sports which were so popular in the :Mother Land. These athletic exercises re- 
quired a certain amount of training, and the exercise of self-restraint, care, temper 
and judgment. It might be fair to conjecture, from the frequent use which St 
Paul made of the imagery derived from the ancient arena, that on various occasiolls 
in his life he must have been a spectator of the games of his countrymen. On 
behalf of Her Excellency, he wished those who had not received Prizes on that 
occasion, more success next time. 


LORD DUFFERIN'S VISIT TO TRINITY COLLEGE. 


The Earl and Countess of DufÏerin also paid their promised visit to Trinity 
College. The British Ensign was dTaped over the Chancellor Chair in the HiRll, 
and over the entrance was placed a scroll bearing Lord Dufferin's motto, "Per vias 
rectas," most tastefully executed. The Professors, Graduates, and Undergradu- 
ates, assembled in the Hall of Convocation. rrheir Excellencies were met at the 
principal entrance by the Reveren
 Provost 'Whitaker, Doctor Hodder, Dean of the 
Medical Faculty, and the Reverend Professor Ambery. The Chancellor of the 
University, the Honourable John Hillyard Cameron, received their Excellencies in 
the Hall, and led them to seats on the Dais, Lord DufÏerin occupying the Chancel- 
lor's Chair, and Lady DufÏerin a Chair on his right. The Chancellor read the fol- 
lowing Address:- 


We, the Ohancellor, Masters, and Scholars, of the University of Trinity College. 
Toronto, beg to welcome YOur Excellency with the profound respect which Is your due, 
alike in your .official and in your Personal capacity. 
Having been established for the purpose of educating the soru:; of Members of the 
Church of England, Trinity College regulates its Course of Study and its Discipline, 
with a view to the fulfilment of this primary obligation; but 'it does not exclude, either 
from the Instruction which it Imparts, or from the distinctions which, as a University, 
it Is elIIltpowered to confer, Members of other Religious Bodies who consent, during their 
residence, to receive Its teaching and to conform to its rules. 
We trust, therefore, that we are doing a work which is directed to the benefit, not 
of our own Church alone, but of the whole community; and we assure Your ExcelIency 
that It 'has ever -been our solicitous endeavour to cherish a devoted loyalty to the Crown, 
and to promote the closest connection with the Mother Country, believ,ing that that con- 
nection Is essential both to our political security and to our social progress, and must 
always conduce to the perpetuation amongst us of a high standard of morals and 
character. 
We would express our grateful sense of the kindly Interest In the College which Ihas 
been shown by Your ExceUency and by Lady Dufferin, in honouring us by your presen
e 
on this occasion, and our earnest hope that, In the administration of your high office, 
the sense of public benefits conferred and of public confidence enjoyed may ever be g, 
source of pure and generous happiness to yourself and to every member of your family. 
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His Excellency made the following verbal reply:- 


I return you, both on my ow.n behalf and on behalf of Her Excellency, our warmest 
thanks for the very kind reception which you have been good enough to prepare for us. 
I can assure you it gives me the greatest pleasure to find myself w:ithin the walls of 
Trinity College. Myself a Member of t'he Church of England, having the profoundest 
veneration for that Communion, and the firmest ,belief in the purity of her Worship, in 
the soundness of ,her Doctrine, and in the beneficence of her Ministrations, it is naturally 
a source of satisfaction to me individually to find established in .this Country an Insti- 
tution whose object is to provide the Province of Ontario with Ministers of the Anglican 
Communion, whose duty it will be to preserve unblemished and intact the principles 
and fait-h of .the English Churoh, and to maintain in their several paris,hes that repu- 
tation for her pastoral charities which has so much endeared the Mot'her Church to the 
population of Great Britain, and has even gained for her the admiration and respect 
of those who do not belong to ,her. On the other hand, it is no less a satisfaction to me, 
as a scholar, to think that, thanks to the methods in which instruction is administered 
in this Establishment, that high character for learning and that tone of refinement 
which characterize the Ministers of our Church at home should also be maintained and 
preserved in this Country. I have to thank you, Mr. Chancellor ,and Gentlemen, as the 
Representative of Her Majesty, for those expression.s of loyalty to Her Person and Her 
Throne which have found a place in your Address, and still more, perhaps, for those 
expressions of sympathy with your fellow subjects in the Mother Country which dis- 
tinguishes you, as it does every other Canadian Corporation and all the inhabitants 
of the Dominion. I am well aware that, in some respects, this Institution may be 
considered to have been the child of your misfortune; that, in time gone by, you sud- 
denly found yourselves confronted by difficulties which were unexpected; and that, 
unlike those other Denominations in this Country who, from their earliest infancy had 
been taught to support themselves without any assistance from: the State, you suddenly 
found yourselves con.fronted by an unforeseen contingency. But the very fact that, so 
soon after t'his change had taken place, such an Institution as this should 'have been 
established, should have flourished, and should now possess so fair a prospect, is itself 
a proof that the devotion and the zeal of the Members of the English Church in Canada 
were fully equal to the occasion. I can only trust that you may continue to enjoy t'he 
confidence of your fellow churchmen, and that you may continue to send forth, year 

fter year, to the various Parishes of the Province, Ministers of the Gospel who shall 
maintain and extend the influence of the Church of England, and that you may supply 
recruits to the various learned Professions whose lives shall prove a credit to her 
tf'a('hj
g. 


The Chancellor then presented the Reverend the Provost to the Governor- 
General, and the Provost presented the various Professors. Doctor Hodder pre- 
sented the ProfesEOrs and Lecturers in the Medical Faculty. 
The Party were then conducted over the Building by the Chancellor, accom- 
panied by the Provost, the Bishop and the Dean. They visited the Library, the 
Chapel, and other apartments. His ExceIIencv entered into conversation with 
several of the Students. 
 


VISIT TO UPPER CANADA COLLEGE. 


At the Governor-General's visit to Upper Canada College. he was received by 
his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, Visitor of the College; the HonOluahle Ad
m 
Crooks, Doctor Jennings and Doctor Larratt W. Smith, representing the CoIIege 
Committee of the Senate; and Mr. G. R. R. Cockburn, M.A.. Principa1. Mrs. 
Howland, l\irs. Cockburn and l\tIrs. Zane were also present. Lord Dufferin visited 
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the Boarding House and the Class Rooms, where the :Masters were presented to 
him, and J. D. Andrews, Instructor in Gymnastics, fencing and drill; besides the 
Bursar, Mr. D. Buchan. 
Lord DufÌerin took great interest in learning the mode of instruction pursued 
in the College, and listened to some of the lessons imparted by the Masters. The 
Principal called the attention of Lord Dufferin to the plans for the extension of 
the building. After spending a considerable time in the inspection of the College, 
His Excellency and the other Visitors were conducted to the Lecture Hall, where 
the Principal then read the following Address:- 


We, the Principal and Masters of Upper Canada College, wit'h a deep sense of the 
honour confered upon us, beg leave most respectfully to welcolI}.e Your Excellency and 
the Countess of Dufferin to this Institution. 
We recognize in this visit of Your Excellency the deep interest you feel in the 
higher education of the youth of this Dominion. 
Upper Canada College was founded by Royal munificence at an early period in the 
history of the Province. . . . 
We venture to point with pride to the long list of names of those Gentlemen 
formerly Upper Canada College boys, heretofore and .now, distinguished Legislators and 
honourable men of this Province. 
The Honour Lists of the University of Toronto, and of the several Universities of 
the Dominion, and, in a less degree, those of the Mother Country, amply testify to the 
character of the training received within t'hese walls. Kor have the boys of Upper 
Canada College been less honourably distinguished in other careers of life; they have 
borne themselves bravely on Danubian, Crimean and Indian battle-fields, and we believe 
that we may safely appeal to the leading merchants of the Dominion as to the energy. 
ability and Christian character displayed by t'hose who have preferred a Mercantile 
career. 
It having been found by experience that iIIlany boys cease to attend School at a 
comparatively early age, owing to the pressing wants of a new Country, it has been 
deemed necessary within the last few years to put -in practice the recommendations 
of the Royal Educational Commissioners of Great Britain, and to adapt .the educational 
machinery so as to provide for boys not intended for a professional career a liberal 
course of study, in which, w.hilst the lessons and experienees of antiquity are not lost 
sight of, more than usual attention is bestowed upon the more prominent ,branches of 
Science, the Modern Languages, and the History and Literature of the great Empire 
to which it is our pride to belong, and of whose Most Gracious Sovereign Your Excel- 
lency is so noble a Representative. 
We trust .that Your Excellency will favourably regard an Institution of w'hich, until 
the Confederation of these Provinces, your Predecessors were the Official Visitors; and 
we cherish the hope that at no distant day these -haUs may be again graced by Your 
Excellency's presence and that of 'Lady Dufferin. 
.. G. R. R. COCKBURN, M.A., Principal Upper Oanada Oollege. 
W. WEDD, M.A., Secretary. 


His Excellency in reply said:- 


Mr. Principal, Ladies and Gentlemen,-I can assure you that It Js with very great 
pleasure I find myself witbin these walls. Any Institution which contains within it 
such a specimen of the youth of a Country must be one of the most interesting sights 
which could be presented ,to the eyes of those who are in any way connected with its 
administration, and I am sure that both to the Lieutenant-Governor and to myself the 
aspect of so many bright and intelligent faces is a matter of the greatest satisfaction. 
I have had the pleasure already of passing through the various class rooms, of informing 
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mys'elf .of the Course of Instruction communicated at this College, and of making the 
acquaintance of those Gentlemen who superintend the Studie
 of the Pupils; and, 
from first to last, I have seen nothing but What appears to me to be based upon the 
most admirable principles for the Instruction of youth. As I understand, it is .the 
ambition of those who direct the internal affairs .of this Establishment, to assimilate, 
as far as possible, the principles of its moral government to those which have proved 
so successful in the administration of the great Public Schools in England. Well then, 
sir, I ask myself what are the leading features of an English Public School; and here 
I WQuld lay aside for the moment any reference to any particular Course of Study 
which may -be pursued at those Establishments, because they vary in different localities 
and are infiuenced by diflerent considerations, but there is .one feature which is common 
to them all, and t'hat Is, that the Authorities w.ho ar-e eharged wl>th the responsibilities 
of the education of those young Lads have laid down for themselves this golden rule, 
that they will nQt .treat the Boys placed under their care as mer-e ehildren, as incapable 
of themselves discerning between what is right and what is wrong, between what is 
honourable and what is dlshonourable; but w.ill end-eavour to create among their Pupils 
a healthy public opinion, and through its i'IlstrumeutaUty maintain the proper dis- 
clpUne of the School. I am certain that there Is no more fruitful principle, no more 
certain mode of gaining at the same time the confidence of the Pupils and enlisting them 
.on the side of order, regularity and good conduct, 1han by thus making an appeal to 
their honourable feelings. Educated myself at ,a Public Sohool, where, perhaps, this 
principle of trustfulness, towards the Boys has been carried out to the greatest extent, 
I know how it acts upon the minds of the Individuals who are .thus hon.oured by th(') 
confidence of their Masters. Although, of course, like other Boys, we were very often 
Idle, and occasionally disobedient, although we committed many things for which w<'. 
deserved punishment, and for which, I must say, we received It, yet we each of us -had 
this feeling, that, placed upon our honour, as it were, we disdained to commit a base, 
a dishonourable, or an unworthy action. Perhaps the distinction between what was 
strictly right and wrong was somewhat confused; alt'hough we gave rather a lIbel'a1 
interpretation to the code w:hich we thus set ourselves, yet notwithstanding any imper- 
fections of this kind, there was not .one of us who, if discovered In a fault, or accused 
of any act of disobedience, would have hesitated to avow h.is fault, or would have sought 
refuge in anything so dastardly as a lie. There was also another principle to which an 
appeal was made with success, and which worked with great benefit among the Boys,- 
the principle .of endeavouring ,to impose upon the elder 'Lads a certain degree of respon- 
sib1l1ty, not only in regard to the example they set, but, In reference to 1he active 
Influence they exercised among their junior companions. This was a very healthy 
principle. I do not t'hlnk that the authority thus delegated was ever abused, or that 
the Boys who were the most conscientious in Its exercise were at all unpopular upon 
that account with their younger colleagues,; and I am sure a kindly word of warning 
from a Boy whom we felt to be superior to ourselves, not only In his moral character, 
his age, or learning, but also in his skill In manly sports, exercised a most healthful, 
and pleasant Influence upon our own conduct. We always, of course, knew we were 
School Boys, and willingly and gladly submitted to the disc.1pline we were called upon to 
obey; but our Masters were always careful t.o Inculcate upon our minds that because we 
were Sc'hool Boys, we had not ceased to be English gentlemen. I will not dwell further 
upon this point, because I know that to a youthful audience, brevity I's the soul of 
eloquence; but before concluding, I wish to say with W\hat satisfaction I have perceived 
the catholic character of this Establishment, not .only In the technical acceptation of 
that term In respect of Its freedom from any religious restrictions, or controversial 
Impediments to Its utlUty, but in the sense that Its healthful Influence seems to e>..rtend 
throughout the whole D.omlnlon of Canada, and even Into distant parts of America. I 
have already had the pleasure of speaking to two or three Boys who have come from 
the Southern States, one from Georgia and another, I think, from New Orleans; and It 
speaks well for the reputation of this College that such distant Students S'hould have 
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been attracted to its walls. T-here is also another very favourable regulation which I 
have observed, and which had not been thought of when I wa
 a Boy, and which, in a 
Country like this, cannot fail to be of the greatest convenience. I mean the principle 
of allowing the 'Streams of Education, after they have flowed together for some timp" 
to 'bifurcate in different directions, so as to allow the Boys to follow the course which 
their taste, or talents, point out, or their Parents in their discretion may select for them. 
By this means you are able to furnish Students to all the varieties of occupation which 
are so multiform in a new Country. It must be a source of pride to you that this College 
should have furnished to the annals of the State t.he names of so many distingui'Ehed 
pers.ons. You already count among th()se w.ho have gone before you the Prime Minister 
of the Province, and per,haps some day you may also .be able to point out, as 8JII10ngst 
the numbers of your Pfledecessors, the Prime Minister of State. We have present hero 
to-day one of the most distinguished gentlemen of this Prov.lnce, a Person eminent ill 
the legal profession, who was also a pupil of this estß,'bUshment, and it must be a mutual 
satisfaction to 'him, as well as to the pupils assembled in his presence, that they shoul1 
have this opportunity of meeting. I thank you, Mr. President, I thank you, Ladle.;:; 
and Gentlemen, and I thank you, Boys, for the kind and hearty welcome you have given 
to the Representative of iHer 'Majesty; and I am quite certain that, wherever a Canadian 
Boy is to be found, there, >also, Her Majesty will flnd a loyal subject. 


His Excellency requested the Authorities to grant the Boys a whole holiday. 
The Principal consented, anrl TIxed upon the holiday. The Boys 01f the Sixth, ,and 
the Exhibitioners of. the Fifth Forms were then presented to His Excellency, and 
the Vice-regal Party left the Building. 


INSPECTIO
 OF THE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


His Excellency also inspecJed two of the City Public Schools. He first visited 
the John Street School, where the :Members of the Board were present. Of these 
Doctor Wright, Messieurs 
Ic
Iurrich, Ogden, and Lee, formed the Reception Com- 
mittee. There were also present at the School, to meet His Excellency, the Honout.- 
able John Mc
furrich, ex-Chairman of the Board, Doctor .r. G. Hodgins, Deputy 
Superintendent of Education, Mr. G. A. Barber, Secretary of the School Board, 
Reverend James Porter, City School Inspector, 
Ir. H. F. Sefton, 
Iusic Master, 
and 
fr. It. C. Wilkinson, Truant Officer, besides a number of Ladies. The School 
was prettily decorated throughout with evergreens. flags, designs in Maple Leaves, 
and :Mottoes, such as "Welcome, Lord Dufferin." and "God save the Queen." 
Lord Dufferin was received by Doctor 'Vright, as chairman of the Board, and Mr. 
W. B. Mc
f urrich, Chairman of the Reception Commi ttee. After the usual for- 
malities, His Excellency was conducted to the Class Room of the Head Master, 
Mr. McAUister, where the 
IemberB of the Board received His Excellency. The 
different Rooms were very handsomely decorated for the occasion. The decoration 
upon the Head Master's Desk was very beautiful, and attracted much attention. 
It consisted of a border of variegated Autumn Leaves, interspersed with white 
Berries. One of the mottoes W18JS particularly appropriate, being" To make the Boy 
a good Scholar: and the Scholar a good Boy." 
Doctor 'V right conducted the GDvernor-General to the Dais, and read the fol- 
lowing address:- ' 


The Publlc School ,Board of Toronto desires to unite with other Public Bodies, as 
well as with its fellow-subjects in general, in cordially welcoming Your Ex
ellency and 
the Countess of Dufferin to this Province and this City, and we desire to especially 
welcome Your Excellency on the ot'('aslon of your visit to our Publlc Sch.ools, as we feel 
IV.-17 
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a.s.sured that Your Excellency feels the same warm interest 'Ïn the Schools of the ,people 
as in Collegiate and UniversUy Education. 
Since this Board was first established, in 1859, there have been erected and furnished 
with all needful appliances, not less than twelve commodious and handsome School 
Houses in d'ifferent parts of the City, and we are now engaged in erecting another School 
build1ing, with w.hich will be connected accommodation for the Board and Officers. 
Sixty-two Teachers are at present employed in olilr Schools, a daily average of 5,000 
children, Boys and Girls of various ages receive regular instruction in those useful 
branches of knowledge required to prepare them for Industrial pursuits after leaving 
School, while, in addition to these more practical S.tud
es, the rudiments of Dl'awing and 
Vocal Music form a p.art of each day's occupation. 
Soon after the Schools were first organized, our fellow citizens, in Public Meeting 
aSlscmbled, d
termined that the S3JIIle should be made Free to all. S'Ïn('e then, the 
Legis1ature bas affirmed the principle of Free Schools as tLe La". of thrj land, so that, 
b:r this mprms, the blessings of a good education haye been sccured, for all time to 
come, to all classes of the rising generation of this City. 
The total cost of our present 'School Build'ings, Furniture, and Apparatus, may be 
stated at $150,00Û'; the expense of maintaining the Schools for the current year will be 
$45,000; and, with the exception of a small annual Grant by the Legi.slature of $3,000, 
the whole of this large outlay fer Buildings and maintenance has been provided by an 
AiSsessment on the Ratepayers, who have most liberally susta,ined the exertions of the 
Board to give 11 sound, praöUcal education to the youth of this City, in the firm 'belief 
that rational liberty and free Institutions are best understood and appreciated through 
the influences of an educated and intelligent community. 
The instruction imparted in our Schools 'Ïs free from all sectarian character, and it 
is to this feature in our School System that we have to t3Jscribe the great success whlcb 
has attend-ed our efforts in the cause of pUblic education. 
We avail ourselves of this, gratifying opportuni,ty to offer for Your Excellency's 
acceptance, in remembrance of your welcome visit to our Public Schools, this copy of 
the proceeddngs of the Board during the period of Its existence, and, in conclusion, 
permit us to express our sincere and hearty good wishes for the welfare and happiness 
of Your, Excellency and Lady Dufferin. 


G. A. BARBER, Secretary. 


H. H. WRIGHT, Ohairman. 


Doctor Wright handed to the Governor-General the Address and the two 
Volumes alluded to in it, which had been handsomely bound in purple morocco. 
His Excellency, in reply, said it gave him the very greatest pleasure to have 
an opportunity of paying that visit. It w
s quite true, as had been remarked in 
their Addresses, that hitherto his attention had been rather turned towards those 
Institutions which had been founded for the purpose of affording instruction 
n 
the higher branches of learning, but he could well understand with what pride and 
interest the citizens of Toronto must regard these and similar Institutions under 
their care. Among the many cares which should occupy the Government of 8 
Country, none was more important than that which was concerned with the edu- 
cation which was provided for those classes whose children he saw around him. 
Perhaps among the many Addresses which had been presented to him, all of them 
full of expressions of loyalty to the Crown, and equally fraught with kind wishes 
for his own personal happiness, he had received :none which contained within so 
short a number of paragraphs so many pregnant facts, or such a complete and 
satisfactory resumé of good and useful work. It was extremely creditable to those 
who were immediately concerned with that School that a Building so commodious, 
eo admirably furnished with all the appliances of Education, should be provided 
for the children of the District. He could not but hope, when he looked at tne 
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inteIligent faces of tlu
 young children before him, that already at the commence- 
ment of their lives they were able to appreciate the advantages which had been 
plaeed within their reach. It should be a m
tter.of conærn to all of them to 
make the best possible use of the means afforded them, for he could tell them, from 
his own experience, that they would probably never again have such precious oppor- 
tunities of assuring their future destiny. By industry, by attention to their 
Studies, and by close application to the tasks before them, they would acquire 
those habits of diligence, and that discipline of the mental faculties, which could 
not fail, when hereafter they came to encounter the dangers, the temptations, and 
the trials of life, to stand them in good stead. They should remember, notwith- 
standing those advantages which, thanks to the paternal thoughtfulness and con- 
sideration of the Government, they possessed, that they must not on that account 
fancy that they were wiser than those who had gone before them, or that they 
should fail to pay to their Elders, who might not have had the same advantages 
3S themselves, that respect and deference which was their due. He concluded by 
asking the Authorities to grant the children a Holiday. 
The :Members and Officers of the Board, and visitors present, together with :Mr. 
S. :McAllister, Head Master of the School, and :Miss S. J. Hamilton, one of the 
Teachers, were then presented to His Excellency by Doctor Wright, after which 
the senior Boys read a selection from the Reading Book. Lord DufÏerin was next 
led into the Galleries appropriated to the junior Boys in charge of Miss Stokes and 
Mrs. Carey, -and thence upstairs to the Girls' S'chool Room. Here Miss Boddy, 
Head Mistress, was assisted by :Miss GemmeU, and Miss Gunn, Teacher of Drawing 
Several of the girls read in turn a poetical selection, one of them, named Mary 
Berry, winning His Excellency's especial commendation for her admirable expres- 
sion. Some good specimens of Caligraphy and Free-hand Drawing were shown to 
and praised by His Excellency, who next visited the junior section, who were 
briefly questioned by their Teacher, Miss S. Mackenzie, in Arithmetic. His 
Excellency, in passing through the various Rooms, had a kindly word for the chil- 
dren in each, and noticed approvingly some Coloured children in the junior 
divisions. He heard the highest class of both Boys and Girls read. On leaving 
he expressed the pleasure his visit to the School had given him. He then proceeded 
to the School Building on Parliament Street. The Rooms were all prettily 
decorated with evergreens, and the mottoes :-" Fear God; Honour the King," 
uv ivat Regina/
 "God save the Queen," and " Welcome, Lord Du:fÌerin." His 
Excellency visited the different rooms in which the children were under instruction 
respectively from :Mr. Doan, Head Master, in English History; Miss ltfcCreight, 
Head Mistress, in Fractions; and Miss Grey, Teacher of the junior division, in 
the elements of Arithmetic. The National Anthem was sung by every class as HiB 
Excellency entered. On leaving, he examined the external arrangements of the 
School, with which he was pleased. 


LORD DUFFERIN AT BISHOP STRACHAN'S S'CHOOL. 


His Excellency Lord Du:fÌerin and Lady Dufferin, paid a private visit of in- 
spection to Wykeham Hall School. The Bishop of the Diocese, as President of 
the Council, together with the Reverend John Langtry, Chaplain, the Reverend 
Doctor Davies, and other :Members of the Board, received them, and they were con- 
ducted through the several Class Rooms, which, with the Dormitories, were most 
tastefully decorated with wreathes composed of Autumn-tinted Leaves and Mottoes 
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of \V e
come. After a pleasing performance of instrumental music, Lord Dufferin 
expressed himself highly pleased with some :French, German and English readings 
given by the Pupils. His Excellency, being requested to address a few words to 
the Pupils, said that he should feel regret were he to depart without thanking them 
for the graceful manner in which they had received his visit. With respect to 
one of the distinctive features of the School, His Excellency congratulated the 
assemblage on the admirable order and neatness everywhere observable; the happy 
faces before him also bearing testimony to the care and kindness with which the 
Pupils were treated. Al'luding t'Ü the Religious Training, L1rd DufÏerin said that 
while we should all feel the utmost charity and good-will to those who sinære'ly 
differed from us, we 'Should steadf-astly maintain what we believed to be the truth; 
he rejoiced to see so flourishing an Institution, where the principles in which he 
believed were inculcated from earliest youth, and he had no doubt that the seeù 
thus sown would continue to bear good fruit through successive gel;eratíons. anò 
prove a very great blessing to the whole community. 


A VISIT TO ST. MICHAEL'S AND ST. JOSEPH'S. 


\Yhen the Vice-regal Party visited St. :Michael's College, it was gay with ever- 
greens, flags, and devices, and the Uni'Ün Jack floated over the gJa.te and principal 
entrance to the College. Over the centre Door was an arch of evergreens, bearing 
the words, "W ekome to St. Michael's" surmounting which was the legend, " Per 
'Vias rectas." On their Excellencies' arrival at the College, the College band played 
the National Anthem, 3.nd all present joined in hea,rty cheers. His Grace, the 
Archbishop, introduced to the Governor-Generalihe Very Reverend the Superior. 
who, in turn, presented the :Members of the College Faculty. Archbishop Lynch 
also presented a number of the Clergy. On their entrance to the Study Hall the 
band struck up "The Harp that once through Tara's Halls." Their Excellencies 
being seated, the Very Reverend the Superior relad the fo1llowing address:- 


We. the SuperIor, Professors, and Stlldents of 
t. l\
ichael's College. beg leave to 
present ourselves before Your Excellency to offer a hearty and dutiful welcome to Your 
Excellency and to the Countess of Dufferin, on the occasion of this distinguished visit 
to our House. Your Excellency will be glad to learn that St. Michael's College is happily 
carrying into effect the object of its establishment in the Dominion. It has prepared, 
wholly, or in part, many able and zealous Priests to minister to the spiritual necessUi
B 
of the Members of our Communion; it has sent from :its Halls into the learned Pro- 
fessions. gentlemen to wihose standing In their respective spheres it points with a 
feeling of proud satlsfadion; and 'it has di
tributed among the other walks of life 
citizens whose 10Y'al regard to the best interests of our Country encourages us to indulge 
the hope th.at the usefulness of our Institution lIIlay daily become more and more extended. 
and its influence for good keep pace with the growth of our rising Country. 
We rejoice that. through Your Excellency's condescension, we are to-day enabled 
to give voice. in the presence of Her Majesty's Representative. to our unfaIter,ing devotton 
to our Queen and Country; and we gladly take advantage of this aus,picious moment 
to signify our respectful deference of Your Excellency. and to the noble Lady who 80 
gracefully shares with Your Ex-cellency the honours of the V1ice-Regal Throne. 


TORONTO, Odober 21st, 1872. 


c. VINCENT, Superior. 


His Excellency, ill' reply, said it gave him the greatest pleasure to have the 
opportunity of -paying this visit. He was well aware öf the excel1ent work which 
they were prosecuting. and of the sn(ì(.f"

 which had \8Uended tb{'ir lahours. Con- 
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"nected, as he was, with a Country which annually sent forth from its shores thou- 
sands of Catholic Emigrant!' to this Country, it was a matter of very great satis- 
faction to him to think that there was, in one of the principal localities to which 
they naturally resorted, an Institution which not only provided a means of in- 
struction for their children, but furnished forth those Ministers of Religion, upon 
whose beneficent operations so much of their spiritual as well as their temporal 
happiness depended. As the Representative of Her 
Iost Grar'ious Majesty, he 
received with thanks those expressions of loyalty which they had addressed to her 
'fhrone and her Person, and he felt that he could not do any official act which 
would be more consonant to Her Majesty's own feelings, or more in accordance 
with those high duties she haa been called by God's Providence to perform, that 
when he testified in her behalf to the interest which she took in everything which 
concerned the welfare of her Catholic subjects. Happily, in this Country, those 
religious animosities, to which from his infancy he had been accustomed in his 
own land, seemed to have been considerably assuaged, and, in every City of the 
Dominion through which he had passed, he had met with fresh instances of the 
harmony and the liberality of sentiment which all the Religious Denominations of 
Canada maintained towards each other, and the common feeling of loyalty by which' 
they were bound to the Throne. He thanked them on behalf of Lady Dufferin, for I 
the kind way in which they had included her in the welcome they had extended 
to himself. In return, Fie wished that they might enjoy every prosperity, and that 
the sphere of their labours might be continually increased. 
Archbishop Lynch then made a few remarks. He observed that the motto 
of the Governor-General should be the motto of every good and honourable Boy in f 
that College, and pointed out that the words which composed it,_U Per VW, reclas/' 
were to be found in one of the antiphons of the Church. He requested His Excel-' I 
lency to be kind enough to grant the Boys a holiday, and to allow them as a me- 
morial of his visit, to place His Excellency's shield and motto over the gates of the 
Building. 
Lord Dufferin said that, encouraged by the words of His Grace the Archbishop, 
he had great pleasure in asking the Authorities of the College to grant the Boys a 
holiday. He esteemed it as a peculiar compliment, not only to himself, but also 
to the remote ancestor who originally adopted the motto to which His Grace had 
referred, that they should desire to place that legend above their Gates. He was 
certain that, if the Boys, following the advice of the Archbishop, would allow that 
principle to direct their life, they would never have cause to regret it, either here 
or hereafter. 
His Excellency then oonV1f'f'Sed with some of the Boys, I3nd after hearrty cheers 
had been given for the Queen, the Governor-General and Lady Dufferin, the Vice- 
regal Party ðrove to St. Joseph's Home. At the Door their Excellencies were re- 
ceived by the Reverend 
Iother Bernard, and the Sisters of St. Joseph, who were 
presented to them by His Grace. After some minutes passed in conversation in one 
of the prettily arranged rooms of the Home, Lord and Lady Dufferin were con- 
ducted into a large parlour, where the Pupils of the Sisters were as
mbled. A 
large number of Pupils, in their white dresses, were ranged in a triple row 
down one side of the room. The walls were tastefully decorated with English and 
Irish flags, and with others bearing the inscriptions "Long live Lord Dufferin," 
"Long live Lady Dufferin," "Erin Go Bragh," "October 21st, 1872." Facing 
the door were the words, "Welcome, Lord Du:fÏerin ;" with His Excellency's. 
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motto,_U Per vias rectas.. n As their Excellencies entered the whole of the Pupils 
rose, and with a pianoforte accompaniment, sang an original hymn of welcome. 
One of the Pupils, Miss Katie Kidd, with admirable intonation, read the fol- 
lowing Address:- 


To rece'ive the exp,rrssion of ()ur most cordial welcome to our -d,ear .. Convent of 
St. Joseph." 
When we he
rd of the enthusiastic reception Your Excellencies everywhere met 
with since your arrival in our Country, we scarcely expected that we would have the 
honour of offering the liame heartfelt greeting in our secluded home; but with the 
condescension belonging to true nobility, Your Excellencies have offered us an oppor. 
tunity of presenting our good wishes in person. 
To the noble Countess of Dufferin we offer a most affedionate welcome. Your 
Excelle.ncy ,has ever been a bright ornament of our sex in your own fair land, and we 
are proud that you have been placed as its guiding star in ours. 
We take the opport'Unity of this gracious visit to express to Your Excellencies the 
respect and love we feel towards our :Soverei,gn Lady the Queen, who is endeared to UB 
by her Imany amiable qualities, and now more than ever in placing one of Erin's noble 
so:ns as Her Representative in Canada. 
We pray that Your Excellencies may enjoy a long and prosperous life, rich in the 
love and blessings of the people. 


TORONTO, October 21st, 1872. 


THIi: PUPII.S OF ST. JOSEPU'S. 


Two other Pupils, )'Iiss Jordan and Miss Small, presented bouquets to Lord 
and Lady Dufl'erin. 
Miss Payne then sang, with beautiful expression, the exquisite Ballad com- 
posed by Lady Dufl'erin, 
fother of the present Earl,-" I'm sitting on the Stile, 
Mary." 
His Excellency, on the conclusion of the song, rose and expressed his warmest 
thanks for the very kind reception which they had extended to Lady Dufferin and 
himself. Nothing could have been more agreeable to their feelings than the 
pleasant manner in which they had been welcomed, as testified in the charming 
little song which had greeted them, and still more in giving him the pleasure of 
listening to his Mother's Song, so admirably sung. He was informed that the 
Sisters of that community not only were occupied with the education of the young 
ladies whom he saw before him, but that they went forth every day to the different 
Educational Establishments in the City, and there performed that excellent work 
to which they had so nobly devoted themselves. It was a pleasure to him to testify 
his deep sympathy with them in the discharge of their laborious duties, and his 
earnest hopes that they might long live to see the fruit of their labours in the 
growing perfections of those ladies, over whom they exercised so wholesome and 
ben('ficial .a superintendence. He oomplimented them upon the appearance of their 
Pupils, and upon the wise and feeling manner in which the Address was read. He 
thanked them as the Representative of Her Majesty, for their expressions of loyalty, 
and could assure those young ladies, that it was a matter of solicitude to the Queen 
that the education which they received in this Country should be worthy of it:3 
high destinies and of the future which lay before them. In conclusion he ventured 
to ask the Authorities of the Institution to grant a holiday to their charming 
Pupils. 
Miss Payne again, and, in concert wit
 :Miss McFarlane, sang "The last Rose 
of Summer," with touching expression. One of the junior Pupils, a pretty little 
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girl about seven years of age, named :Minnie Paddon, surprised and delighted their 
Excellencies by addressing I..ady Dufferin in a firm and distinct voice to the follow- 
ing effect:- 


Dear Lady Dufferin, the little children of St. Joseph's wish to present you with an 
Address, as well as the older Pupils. Sister says that flowers have a language, and we 
are sure that you understand it, because you are a very wise lady; so we have brought 
these pretty flowers to say everything beautiful for us, who dlo not know how to say 
anything but-thank you for your kind vis.u. 


She then presented her bouquet to Her Excellency, who shook hands with her. 
Lord Dufferin also took the little creature by the hand, kissed her, and asked her 
several questions. His Excellency also conversed with most of the young laùies 
present, after which all sang "God save the Queen," and the Vice-regal Party 
departed. 


VISIT TO LoRETTO LADIES' SCHOOL AND DE LA SALLE. 


Lord and Lady Dufferin also visited Loretto Abbey, where somewhat exteu8ive 
preparations had been made to give their Excellencies a fitting reception. A uum- 
ber of flags floated above the trees outside the Building, and inside l\Iottoes and 
decorations of every kind abounded. Among the legends which found places on 
the walls of the Rooms and paæages, were, "Long live Lord Dufferin," " Welcome 
Lady Dufferin," " Per vias rectas," " 'Velcome to Loretto." These were surrounded 
by tasteful designs in Autumn Leaves and Evergreens. The Pupils, of all ages, 
attired in costumes of white and blue, contrasting and relieved by the sober com- 
munity dress, presented an appearance which was afterwards aptly likened by His 
Excellency to a bed of flowers in the sunshine. The Pupils were congregated in 
the Drawing Room overlooking the Grounds. At the door, an Archbishop"s 
II Guarda Nobile" of little Boys, wearing sashes, on which was inscribed the motto, 
II Per vias rectas," awaited the arrival of the Vice-regal Party. Their Excellencies 
were received by His Grace, who presented to them the Reverend 
fother Teresa, 
Superior of the whole Order in Canada; the Reverend l\fother Ign'atia, Superior of 
the Toronto Community; and the chief reverend Clergy of the City. They were 
conducted to the upper end of the Drawing Room, while the young Ladi'es sang the 
national 'anthem; and a Hymn of 'Velcome, composed for the occasion, was then 
sung by the Pupils. Miss McDougall, on the conclusion of the Song, read with 
admirable expression the following Address:- 


We, the Community and Pupils of Loretto Abbey, ,hail with exquisite delight the 
presence of Your Excellency and the -Countess of Dufferin, and bid you ten thousand 
welcomes from the bottom of our young hearts, and beg to express to Your Excellency 
a deep sense of gratitude for this most gracious visit. We feel especially 'delighted to 
find Her Excellency Lady Dufferin amongst us. Her graceful dignity and affability 
entwined in her many virtues we look to >ag a beautiful model for us. 
Our Studies are numerous, our rules gently strict, to correct-the good 
isters ten 
us,-the frivolity and res,tlessness of youth, and to fol'llIl habits of careful thought and 
prudent reserve. We hope to pro-fit by these lessons, and to become in society good 
Women as we are good children now. 
We are encouraged by the amiability and kind condescension of Your Excellency to 
charge you with a humbl
 message to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, to tell her 
how much we es'teem, admire, and love her, and to thank her for the choice she has 
always made of Governors, but especially for the last, thE' best and kindest of all. 
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Several of the children in the School presented bouquets to their Excellencies. 
Miss McDougall then sang "The Irish Emigrant's Farewell," in a clear, sweet 
soprano voice, and with an expression suited to the pathos of the song, which evi- 
dently affected His Excellency, by whose Mother this touching Ballad was com- 
posed. His Grace, the Archbishop of Toronto, addressing the Governor-General, 
said :- 


Your Excellency, I am sure, must have remarked a.n air of simple but noble d,ignity 
of manners in this' Institution. This distinguished trait took its rise in the noblest 
blood of England. The kind visU of Your Excellency, the Representative of Her Majesty, 
our beloved Queen, to this Institution, forms a graceful histoflic parallax, if I may use 
the express-ion, as the history of this Order, or Community, will sihow. 


rrhe Archbishop then went on to show how these exiles were recei ved and pro- 
vided for in Bavaria and 
ome time afterwards the present Order was established. 
The Arcn bi!'hop continued: 
They afterwards devoted themselves to the education of young ladies of English 
birth to be found on the Continent, and the natives of Bavaria were proud to rank 
themselves among the PupHs of the Dames Anglaises, as they were then called and 
officially known, and known yet in Bavaria and other parts of Germany where they have 
Houses. . . . They returned to England and lived as a private Community, not being 
as yet approved of by the Holy See as a regular Religious Order. They estabIlshej 
themselves in one of their ancestflal Castles near York. Th.ls Hous-e became dis- 
tinguished and numerous. The Order was finally establ:ished and Rules ,given to them' 
by His Holiness Pope Clement XI. in the year 1703. The fi-rst Bishop of Toronto, Doctor 
Power, in 1846, found I:rish nuns willing to come to Canada to Impart a first-clae9 
education to young laddeg,. Here the usual success attended their labours; five 
houseø 
are already doing the noble and most useful work of ed'llcation. 


After singing by the Pupils. His Excellency addressing the Pupils said:- 


Young Ladies,-I can ass-ure you that I find it very difficult, indeed, to discover 
words which will express, with sufficient earnestness, my deep sense of the kindness 
with which YOIl have received me to-day. When I look around and consider all the 
IJreparations which have been made for my welcome, I s,carcely know to which to refer 
with the greatest admiration. 'The young ladies themselves, range,d like a ,bed of 
}i']owers in the sunshine of a spring-tide,-the 'beautiful musi{' which has been sung 
with suCh taste, delicacy, and feeling, :more especially the song which was written by 
my Mother, to whic'h, naturally, II can never listen without deep e.m3tion,--a.11 have 
combined to make an impression upon me which will never fade away. I have been 
pxtremely interested In learning, from the observations which fell from His Grace the 
Archbishop, the origin of this community, and I am proud to think it was, from Irish 
shores it set forth to this Country upon its beneficent missiC?n. I congratulate you 
heartily, youn.g ladles, upon the fortunate circumstance which has .placed you within 
. these walls, and I am sure, from all I have heard and witnessed of the noble work In 
which the Sisters are engaged, that the benefits which will be spread a.broad through 
the Dominion cannot Ibe over-estimated. In speaking of a certain Lady, an ,English 
'Vriter, famous in his time, concluded a !brilliant passage in her honour by observing 
, that "to know her was itself a liberal education." I would venture to recommend you 
to lay this observation to heart, and to remember that the c'haracter and conduct of 
the Women of a Country do more, perhaps, than anÿ'1:,hing else to elevate the tone of 
feeling amongst Its inhabitants, to Insplr,e thqrn Iwith high thougMs and noble 
endeavours, and with that spirit of chivalry which raises our nature far a
ove its 
ordinary level. W'hen, however, these sentiments are sun further Illuminated by a 



LORD AND LADY DUFFERIN'S VISIT TO LORETTO ABBEY, 1872. 249 


spirit of devotion, and directed by the counsels of Religion, we have just cause to 
hope that the career of such a Nation will receive the blessing of God, and will prove 
a benefit to the world at large, I wish more especially to express to the Sisters them- 
selves my deep and hearty sympathy with them in their lives of retirement and 
self-sacrifice, and I cannot imagine that there can be a greater consolation to their 
own minds, or that a more perfect triibute could be paid to the utility and high 
character of their w()rk than the fact that the Pupils placed under their guardianship, 
and the infiuence of their saintly Uves, should include the flower of the Catholic 
maidenhood of Toronto. I can only say, in conclusion, that, on my own behalf, as well 
as on behalf of the Countess of Dufferin, I thank you again and again, and that I wish 
to each one of you individually, and to the Community collectively, all the happiness 
that this world can give. I .make no doubt that, whatever may (be the dangers, the 

nxietips. the trials. and temptations which. In your fntu1'{' 1fvps. yon wil1 havp to 
encounter,-and there is none of us whose life is entirely exempt from them,-in 
instruction and the example which you have had here will do as much as any earthlY 
thing can do to sustain and comfort you, and prove, to the end of your lives, a 
delightful reminiscence. 
Their Excellencies walked among the Pupils, and conversed with a large num- 
ber of them. Archbishop Lynch then announced that their Excellencies had con- 
. sented to hold a levee. The pupils of the Institution and Yisitors were accordingly 
presented. In an adjoining Room the Sisters of the community were presented to 
them; and, after a short walk in the grounds, they left the Abbey. 
Their Excpl1encies then visited the De La Salle Institute of the Brothers of 
the Christian Schools, where they were again received by the Archbishop, who pre- 
sented to them Brother Arnold, Director of the Institute. 
The steps and hall were ornamented with devices and mottoes, and the 
windows were inuminated, darkness having set in. Brother Arnold presented the 
oth
r Brothers to their ExceHencies. 
The Band of the Institute played the National Anthem, as the Vice-regal 
Party entered the Hall. Three Boys advanced to the foot of the platform, and one 
of them read the following Address:- 
We, the Community and IPupils of the De La Salle Institute, ,beg 'leave to welcome 
Your Excellency and the Countess of Dufferln, and to tender to Your Excellencies our 
deep gratitude for the honour you have vouchsafed to confer on us by this most 
gra
ious visit. 
Your Excellency and the noble Countess having been born In that "Green Isle of the 
Ocean," from 'Which our Parents eame, and by right of whic'h we rejoice to be caBed 
the Sons of Irish.men, will appreciate the truth of our declaration that we are attached 
to Ireland, its green hills and Its valley-so 
We desire to say, as young Canadians, that we love Canada, and wiH ever deem 
it our duty to honour 'Her Most Gracious Majesty, whose joust Bway now extends from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
For Your Excellency and Lady Dufferin we have the most profound respect, and 
beg of you to accept the best wishes of the Pupils of this Institute. 


His Excellency desired to return them, on his own behalf, and on behalf of 
Her Excellency, their best thanks for the kind welcome they had accorded them. 
It gave him much pleasure to find himself among them, and to observe how flourish- 
ing and satisfactory was the condition of that school. He accepted with very great 
pleasure those references which they had made to their common Country, whose 
memory he was happy to think they still cherished; as well as those expressions 
of loyalty to the Crown which they had addressed to him as the Representative of 
Her Majesty. He was perfectly convinced that, among no section of the inhabi- 
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tants of the Dominion, had Her Majesty more faithful, more useful, more loyal, 
or more gifted subjects than among those who had the honour of claiming an Irish 
descent. Already the annals of Canada and the roll of her Statesmen had been 
illuminated by those who claimed Ireland as the land of their birth, and, thanks to 
the education which was communicated in that and similar Establishments, he 
was certain that the contribution which the descendants of Irishmen would in 
future make to the glories of Canada, would in future bear comparison with that 
of any of the other races who combined to make up its noble population. He then 
asked the Authorities to be good enough to grant the Boys a holiday. 
A lit
le Boy then sang "Ring the Bell" very nicely, followed by a School- 
fellow who gave most effectively, "The Harp that once through Tara's Halls." 
NOTE. Lord and Lady Dufferin also paid a private visit to the Private Schools 
taught by Mrs. Stubbs and by :Mis'S Dupont. In this la.tter School they received 
an Address, to which Lord Dufferin made !3.n appropriate reply. 


AN ADDRESS FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA. 


A Deputation from the Sunday School Association of Canada also presented 
Lord Dufferin with an Address, in which it was stated that the Association was 
organized in the year 1865, under a deep conviction of the importance of mutual 
counsel in the great work of the Religious training of the young. 


Since its arganizatian Annual Canventians af the ,Pravince af Ontario. and Quebec. 
(the Canada at the time af its arganizatian), have been held, attended by Representa- 
tives of Sabbath Schoals varying in number fram three to. eight hundred. Besides 
these 
neral Canventians the greater part af the Caunties af Ontario., and some in 
Quebec, have held simBar Meetings, and 'have, by the influence and aid of the Provincial 
Assaciatian, established Sabbath Schaal Assaclatians. The Caunty Assaclatians have 
instituted lacal Assaciations in the Tawnships. City and Ta,wn Assaciatians have been 
tet up and local Institutes have been held. 
At the Annual Meetings of this Associatian, and at the Caunty and lacal Can- 
'"entians, there have been Addresses an the Sabbath Schaal institutian and wark; the 
praper management af Sabbath Schaals; help far Teachers; the best methads af teach- 
ing the several grades af Schalars; together with specimens of Class Teaching, and 
illustratians af Object Lessans, and free discussian on all the exercises invited. 
With grateful acknawledgment to. the Gad af all grace, we are enabled to. say that 
the effarts af this Assaciatian have .been crawned with success. Sabbath Schoals have 
multiplied (beyand any previa us ratio.; there is also. a very marked impravement in the 
character af these "Nurseries af the Church" system; preparatian af lessans and 
intelligent teaching have fallawed,-and increasingly the best effarts of the Churches 
me being put farth in this ,branch af Christian wark 
We are encauraged by the praspect that by these Bible Schaals the yauth af aur 
Land will be so. trained in that knawledge which leads to. life eterna'l, that Canada will. 
thraugh God's .grace, be eminent far that "righteausness that exalteth a natian,"- 
nat anly layal to. aur rightful Savereign, Queen Victaria, (may Gad lang spare her), 
and gaad citizens, but also. the faithful suibjects af the King of Kings, and devated 
Members af the Christian 'Church. 
We desire that Yaur Excellency may be long spared as Her Majesty's Representa- 
tive, that Lady Dufferin, yourself and children may be blessed with health and happl- 
ness,-and that, tagether, finally, yau may /be partakers af the glaries af that Kingdam 
that shaH nat pass away. 


WILLIAl\I MII.LARD, 
Gf'neral Secretary. 


WM. BaND, LL.D., 
Dean of Montreal, President. 
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His Excellency, in reply, said:- 
I have to thauk }.ou very heartily for the kind Address with which you have 
presented me. I am well aware that, in a Country -like this, where the State does 
not recognize a sectarian method of ReJigious teaching, all the more obligation rests 
upon the various Religious Denominations to pay strict attention to the training of 
the young of their individual flocks. I have seen with very great pleasure the kindly 
feeling which prevails ibetween the Religious Bodies into which the community is 
divided. I am impressed with the absolute duty which rests upon each,-especially 
upon those who, in accor.<Jance with my own convictions, -belong to an Evangelical 
Church,-to be very vigilant in vindicating the sacred principles which they have 
adopted, and in guarding the children committed to their care from b
ing led astray 
into religious error. For this pur-pose, there is evidently no more efficient and prac- 
tical instr-umentality than that of Sabbath Schools, and I rejoice to hear that, thanks 
to your exertions and under your guiding superintendence, the Sabbath Schools of 
Canada are in so very flourishing a condition. ,I hope to-morrow, in company with 
Her Excellency Lady Dufferin, to have the pleasure of visiting one of those Schools 
bpfore .morning Service, and I shall then have a better opportunity than has yet been 
afforded me of observing the mode in which your instructions are imparted. I thank 
you very heartily for all those kind expressions personal to myself, which are con- 
tained in your Address, and it is indeed a great pleasure to flnd that everywhere in 
Canada, from one sea to the other, even in the midst of the remote Districts which 
are only inhabited by the Indians, the efforts of so Christian a Body as yourselves 
are conducted with such zeal and success. 


As intimated by Lord Dufferin in this Reply, he and Lady Dufferin visited St. 
James' Cathedral Sunday School, and were received by the Very Reverend Dean 
Grasett and :Mr. J. Gillespie, Superintendent of the School, who addressed to him 
words of welcome. He made a very suitable and appropriate reply, and expressed 
himself as greatly pleased at the very large number of Scholars pr
ent and the 
character and extent of the instruction given. The Infant Class also greatly in- 
terested him and Lady Dufferin. 
NOTE. A very full account of this visit of Lord and Lady Dufferin having 
been compiled from the City Press and inserted in the Upper Canada Journal of 
EdUC<l.tion, copies of it were sent to Lord Dufferin. His Secretary acknowledged 
them in a Now and said:- 


His Excellency is greatly oibliged to you for so kindly sending to him copies of the 
.fournal of Education, which refer to his visits to the several E,ducational Institutions 
in Toronto. Pray alsQ expre,ss to Doctor Hodgins His Ex
eIlency's thanks for the 
tfoulble he has taken in compiling the several Answers to the -address. I should be 
pleased if you could s-end some additional copies, as iRis Excellency is desirous of 
transmitting them to his friends. 


THE SCHOOL SYSTEM OF ONTARIO AS VIE'VED BY THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND BISHOPS, DIOCESE OF TORONTO, 1872. 


Bishop Bethune, in his Charge to the Synod of 1872, speaking of the increas- 
ing spread of evil, and of the duty of the Church, under her Divine 
faster, to cope 
with it, remarked: 
It Is but right to enquire to what this spread of evil is traceable, that we 
may come if possible to the r-E'.medy. That Is largely to be ascribed to the neglect 
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of religious instruction in early life; to the secular education in operation without the 
savour in it of Religious truth, and the mloral obligations that it teaches. The c.hJId 
taught and trained for this world's vocation only, without a deep inculcation of the 
Jove and fear of God, and the penalty hereafter of an irreligious and wicked life, 


I have no disposition to reprobate this defect in the System of Education, pre- 
vailing with the authority and support of Gc?vernment a.mong ourselves. I know 
the difficulty, the almost impossibility, of securing the temporal .boon with the addition 
of the spiritual; how hard it must prove In a divided religious community to Intro- 
duce among the secular lessous which are meant for usefulness and advancement In 
this world, that lofty and holy teaching whkh trains the soul for heaven. 
The irreverent and fierce assaults recently made upon a prnlseworthy effort of the 
Chief .superintendent of Education in this Province to introduce a special work for 
moral and Religious instruction amongst our Common School Pupi1s, testify too plainly 
the difficulty of supplying that want. 
I have confidence in the good intentions and righteous efforts of that venerable 
Gentleman to do what he can for the amelioration of the evils which the absence of 
s)'stematic Religious teachin-g of the young must induce; so that we may have a hope 
that, from his tried zea.l and unquestionable ability, a way may .be devised by which 
such essential instruction shall :be imparted. and the terri'ble evils we deplore to some 
extent corrected. 


In response to this portion of his Address, the Reverpnd Doctor Ryerson ad- 
dressed the following Note to the Bishop:- 


I feel it my 'bounden and at the s.ame time most pleasurable duty, to thank you 
wIth all my heart for your more than kind Ieference to myself in your official Charge 
at the opening of the recent Synod of the Diocese of Toronto; and especially do I feel 
grateful and gratified for your formal and hearty recognition of the Christian character 
of our Public School System, and of the efforts whle'h have been made to Tender that 
character a practical reality, and not a mere dead and tleartless form. 
It has also been peculiarlY gratifYing to me to learn that your lordship's allusions 
to myself and the school system were very generally and cordially cheered Iby the 
members of the Synod. 
My own humble efforts to invest our School System with a Christian character and 
spirit have been seconded from the beginning by the cordial and unanimous co-opera- 
tlon of the Council of PUiblic Instruction; {lnd without that co-operation my own Indi- 
vidual efforts wouid have availed but little. 
Since the settlement of the common relationship of all religious persuasions to 
thë State, there is a common patriotic ground for the exertions of all, without the 
slightest reasonable pretext for political jealousy or hostility on the part of any. On 
Euch ground of comprehensiveness, and of avowed Christian principles, I have endeav- 
oured to construct our Public SchooL System; such and such only has ;been my ai.m In 
the teachings of :my little book on Christian Morals; and 8uch only was the aim and 
spirit of the Council of Public Instruction in the recommendation of it,-a recom- 
mendation to which the Council Infiexibly adheres, and which It has cordially and 
decidedly vindicated. 


TORONTO, July 13, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


To this Note Bishop Bethune replies as follows: 
I have to thank you for your Letter of the 1st instant, received last evening, and 
to express my gratification that I had the opportunity to bear my humble testimony to 
your zealous and righteous efforts to promote the sound education of the youth of this 
Province. 
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1 believe that, In the endeavours to give this a moral and Religious direction, you 
have done all that, in the circumstances of the -Country, it was in your power to 
accomplish. I was glad, too, to give utterance to my protest against the s-hameless en- 
deavours to hold up to public scorn the valuable little work on Christian Morals, by 
whIch you desired to give a moral and religious tone to the Instruction communicated 
in our Common Schools. It more can be done in this direction, I fee] assured you 
would assume any reasonable amount of responsi1bility in the endeavour to effect 
it. 


Wishing you many years of health and usefulness. . . . 
TORONTO, July 3rd, 1872. 


A. N. TORONTO. 


It may be interesting to note that Bishop Bethune's Predecessor, Bishop 
Strachan, entertained similar views in regard to Doctor Ryerson's efforts to pro- 
mote a Religious character to the teaching in the Common Schools of the Province. 
In his Charge to the Church of England Synod in 1856, 'he said:- 


One new feature, which I consider of great value, and for which I Ibelieve we 
are altogether Indebted to the able Chief Superintendent, deserves special notice: 
It Is the introduction of daily Prayers. We :find that 454 [3,246 in 1870] Schools open 
and close with Prayer. This is an important step in the right direction, and only 
r.:
quires a reasonruble extension to render the School System in its interior, as it is 
already in its exterior, nearly complete. But until it receives this necessary extension, 
the whole System, in a Reli.glous and spiritual view, .may 'be considered almost 
entirely dead. 
I do not say that this is the opinion of the Reverend Doctor Ryerson, who no 
doubt believes his System very nearly perfect; and so far as he Is concerned, I am 
one of those who appreciate very highly his exertions, his unwearied assiduity, and 
bis administrative capacity. I am also most willing to admit that be bas carried out 
the meagre provisions of the several enactments that have any leaning to Religion, as 1àr 
as seems consistent with a just interpretation of the School Law. (Charge 01 1856, 
pages 15, 16.) 


DOCTOR RYERSON AND EDUCATIO
 IN rfHE COUNTY OF SIMCOE. 
1852-1872. 


Doctor Ryerson was invited to open the new Public School in the town of 
Barrie in 1872. Before the ceremony was proceeded with a Letter was read from 
Judge (now the Hon. 8enator) Gowan, who was unable to be present, referring to 
biB long services in the cause of education in the County of Simcoe. He said:- 
Ever since I came to this country, nearly thirty years ago, I have been connectE'd 
with the School System, having -beld the office of Trustee of the Grammar School. and 
tbe position of Chairman of the Board of Public Instruction from its :first institution 
till superseded by recent enactment, and, with the exception of my friend, Mr. Dallas, 
I am the only member of the original Board now living. 
I have s
n the gradual improvement in. the school system and the improvement 
in the schools in this country from very smaU beginnings to the present advanced 
and most prosperous condition, so you will understand my disappointment in not be- 
ing able to be present on the interesting occasion of laying the corner stone of the 
l)ubllc Scbool house of Barrie, by tbe Chief Superintendent of Education. 
My position as Secretary and 
easurer of the Grammar School, and Chairman of 
the Board of P.ublic Instruction, in this, the largest county in Ontario, brought me in 
constant communication with the Education Oftlce in TorontO'; and I can Bay that the 
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able, zealous and wise administration of the school law by Doctor Ryerson and his 
assistant, Dr. Hod-gins, has, here at least, had a happy effect-fosterin.g the increase 
of schools, securing their better management, giving them efficient teachers, and pro- 
vidin
 the means, within easy access to all, of securing a good common education 
to the youth of this country, and a very superior education in the Grammar Schools. 


1\fr. (now Judge) Boys gave -a sketch of the educational history of Barrie as 
follows: 


Twenty years ago there was no Public or Common School, but we wer'e not, however, 
without School accommodation, as we were then included in what was known as School 
Section No.1 of the adjoining Township of Vesp-ra. We had no Ibuildlng specially set 
apart as a school house, but a rented room then sufficed to carryon the daily teaching 
embraced within the section. Twenty years ago one teacher took charge of 
all our scholars-both male and female-and If there is any doubt as to his labor 
!laving been great, there can be none as to his salary having been small, for he sub- 
sisted on a su.m of 5:6-0 per annum. 
In January, 18M, Barrie became possessed of a school of its own, and built 
 
school house of frame, 24 x 36; just about large .enougb to fill up one room in the 
-buildin.g we are now erecting. It was, no doubt, at the time it was 'built, amply large, 
yet I find, from the record of the school, that such was the growth of the town by 
September, 1&54, non-residents were refused admittance to the Barrie school on the 
ground of its overcrowd,ed state, the average attendance of males being seventy-the 
females were then taught in another building by a female teacher. This state of 
things continued for nearly a year, when a separate school was established for Barrie, 
which Ibrought some relief to the ov.ercrowded building. But it was evident that 
more school accommodation would have to be supplied, and I see by the minute book 
of the school that a new school house was talked of so far back as January, 1855. The 
new school house, however, never came. The difficuJty at last was s-êttled by an en- 
largement of the old Ibuilding, which then assumed the appearance it now presents. 
With the enlarged school house, suppleme'nted by some rented rooms, the schools of 
Barrie have ever siuce continued to the present time. It took time to convince our 
people of the imperative necessity there was for a large outlay in providing 'a new 
school house. But the ratepayers became convinced at last, and gave their hearty 
approval to an -expenditure which will enable us during the next year to erect a 
srhool building suitable to the place and one worthy of the trouble you have taken 
to be present at its official commencement. 


CIRCULAR TO THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN 
THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. 


In my Circular of the 13th of AUg\lst of last year, which I addressed to Boards 
of High Schools, I called attention to the provisions of the new Law in regard to the 
admission of Pupils to the High Schools. 
2. As it has been found on -experience that great diversity exists, not only in the 
mode of examinations, but In tJ1e standard to be reached by the Candidate for admis- 
sion, the Council of Public Instruction has thought It desirable, in order to remedy 
these defects, to request the High School Inspectors to prepare a series of printed 
questions to be answered by the Candidates for admission to teach High School. 
3. The accompanying General Regulations for conducting the examination of 
Candidates for admissio}l to the High Schools, fully explain the manner In which these 
examinations shall ibe conducted. I therefore refer you to them. 
I would conclude this Circular -by re.minding you again of the province of High 
Schools as a part of our system of Public Instruction; and I cannot better do so than 
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ill the words employed 'by the Council of Public Instruction, in the explanatory memo- 
randa, prefatory to the Programme of the Course of Studies for the High Schools, and 
to which I would refer you. 


TORONTO, 3rd August, 1872. 


EGERTON RYEUSON. 


REGULATtONS FOR THE ADMISSION OF PUPILS TO HIGH SCHOOLS 
AND COLLEGIATE INSTITUTES, 1872. 


In accordance with a general wish, as expressed last year and concurred in by the 
Council of Public Instruction, an examination of Pupils for admission to the High 
Schools and Collegiate Institutes will be held (D. V.) in each High School, or Collegiate 
Institute District, commencing on Thursday, the 10th of October, at 9 a.m., and may 
h(' continued during the following day. Candidates must notify the City, County, or 
Town, Inspector, (as the case may be,) not later than the 15th September, of their 
intention to present themselves for examination; and the ,Inspector will Inform the 
Department not later than the 20th of Sepember of the number of Candidates for 
a,ùmission, as the Examination Papers cannot be printed off until this information 
shall have been received from everyone of the Inspectors. An omission of one 
Inspector in this matter, Ibeyond the time specified, may delay the printing and 
ùespatch to the Inspectors of the Examination Papers. 
County Inspectors are Members only of Boards of Examiners for admission to 
the High Schools in Villages and Townships. City and Town Inspectors are Members 
of the Boards of Examiners' for admission to the High Schools in such Cities and 
Towns. 
For this year, these Examinations will ')je retrospective In their effect, as regards 
Pupils who entered for the Summer Term, whose attendance for that term will be 
reckoned provided they succeed at the examination, and their Papers are approved (by 
the High School Inspector. The Examination Papers will ,be sent to the Public School 
ILspector, who wiU be responsible for the cond-uct of each examination, (according 
to the Regulations). Where a County Inspector is also Town Inspector, he will, (with 
the concurrence of his Colleagues), arrange for the examination to be held at each 
School, at the time fixed. The Inspector will, immediately after the Meeting of the 
Board of Examiners, at the close of the Examinations, and not later than the 20th 
of October, transmit to the Department the Report of the Board ,of Examiners, and 
also the whole of the Answers of the Candidates,-the latter for the examination and 
approval of the High School Inspectors. The surplus Examination Papers are also to 
be returned for binding up. 


TORONTO, 24th August, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERf90N. 


HISTORY OF THE "PAY
fENT BY RESULTS" IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS. 


As considemble misapprehension appears to exist in regard to the introduction 
of the new principle ():f " Payment by Results" into our School Law, the following 
explanation is necessary: 
The principle of " Payment by Results," as it is technically termed, has long 
been applied to the English Elementary Schools, and it has within the last year, 
()r two, been recommended by the Royal Irish Commission of Inquiry for intro- 
duction into the Schools of the Irish National Board. 
In 1865, when the amended Grammar School Act was passed, the Educa- 
tion Del'artment for this Province had the matter under consideration. The sub- 
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. . 
)
t was discussed at the time, and enquiries made into the workin
 o

 th
 system. 
The want of an additional Inspector for the Grammar Schøols was, .however, felt 
to be an obstacle to its introduction .at that time, apart from the ipferior charactcr 
of very many of the Grammar Schools which then existed. . 
An important step was, however, taken at that time; and the principle of pay- 
ment according to the" average attendance of pupils" was then first applied to 
Grammar Schools. This change was thus explained in the Memorandum which 
was published with the new Act in 1865 and it repeared here: 


The íth Section of the new Grammar School Act is intended to remove a gross 
anomaly in the present system of apportioning the tGrammar School Fund,-a rdic of 
the old law of 1806-8,-which gave to the Senior County Grammar School more than 
to the Junior Schools unless the average daily attendance should fall below 10 pupils- 
although everyone of these Schools may have been vastly superior to the senior School 
of the ,County. This Section of the new Act reduces the system of apportioning the 
Grammar School Fund to a simple and equitable principle of aiding each School ac- 
cording to its work. rI'he application of this principle to the Common Schools in the 
rural S'ections has given them a much greater impulse forward than the old mode of 
apportionment on the 'basis of school population. or length of time during which they 
might have Ibeen kept open, whether the work was done, or not. It has also induced 
the Trustees to keep the School open one. or two, months longer in the year than 
formerly. Then, as to the basis of apportionment itself. the subjects of teaching in 
a Grammar School were designed to differ from those in a Common School. Grammar 
Schools are intended to 'be intermediate between Common Schools and Universities. 
The Common School law amply provides for giving the -best kind of a superior English 
eùucation in Central S'chools, in the Cities. Towns, and Vilages. with primary Ward 
Schools as feeders (as in Hamilton); while to allow Grammar Schools to do Common 
School work is a misapplication of Grammar School Funds to Common School pur- 
poses; ,Common Schools are already adequately provided for. By the law of 1807, and 
subsequently, the number of classical Pupils was fixed at 20, and afterwards at 10 
In our Regulations we take the latter number. 


Under these circumstances it was felt to be undesirable at that time to make 
any further change in the mode of apportioning money to the High Schools. The 
subject of " Payment by Results" was, however, not lost sight of; but on the visit 
in that same year (1865) of Reverend James Fraser, (now Bishop of 
Ianches- 
ter,)-one of the Royal Commissioners to enquire into the State of Education in 
the United States and Canada, the matter was discussed with him. The Chief 
Superintendent also that year referred the question to the then Inspector of Gram- 
mar Schools, (the Reverend G. J? . Young,) who thus reported upon it (in his 
Annual Report) to the Chief Superintendent, for 1866: 


I have come to the conclusion, after having devoted much thought to the subject, 
that, until educational results are combined with attendance as the basis of apportion- 
ment, it will be impossible to devise any scheme of distribution, that shall not be 
open to grave objections. More than a year ago, you asked me to consider whether 
results might not in some way ,be reached with sufficient accuracy to be taken into 
account, to a certain extent, in deciding the Grants to be made to the several Schools. 
1 stated to you my conviction that it could not !be done, with the present 'provision for 
the inspedion of Grammar Schools. But I feel no doubt that, if the Provincial Legis- 
lature were willing to make. an a.dditional Annual Grant of One thousand, or eleven 
hundred, pounds for Grammar School Inspection, or if such a sum could properly be 
deducted from the Grammar School Fund, a system of inspection could be organized, 
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that "ould make the blood flow in a new style through every limb of the Grammar 
School Body, from Windsor to L'Orignal, and from Owen .sound to Port Rowan. and 
which, at the same time, while leaving several perplexing questions to be settled on 
their own merits, would render a just and right Apportionment of the Grammar 
School Fund possible. 


NEW CURRICULUM FOR LA \V EXA
nN ATIONS, 1872. 


The Benchers have made -3 good many changes in the subjecÍß and Books for 
examination of the various grades of Students. The following is a complete list as 
arranged for the future. The Regulation as to Graduaw'8 of Universities comes in 
force next Term; the other changes in next Hilary Term. All former requisites 
" for call" or admission as Attorneys, not mentioned in the subjoined information, 
will remain in force. 


ADMISSION OF &l'UDENTS-AT..LA W. 


Graduates of any University In Her Majesty's Dominions empowered to grant 
Degrees will be allowed to enter without examination upon giving a Term's notice. 
paying the usual Fees, and presenting their Diplomas to the Convocation. 
Others than Graduates will be examined in the following Books:-Horace, Odes. 
Book iii.; Virgil, Æneid, Book vI.; Cæsar's Commentaries, Books v. and vI.; Cicero, 
Pro Milone; Arithmetic, Algebra to end of Quadratic Equations; Euclid, Books I., 
ii. and Iii.; Outlines of Mod'ern Geography, W. Douglas Hamilton's History of Eng- 
land; English Grammar and Composition. The examination wlll be partly written 
and partly oral. 


PRIl\fARY, }'OR ARTICLED CLFRKS. 


Articled Clerks will Ibe required to pass an examination in the fOllowing Books 
before their service will count under their Articles: Cresar's Commentaries, Books v. 
and vi.; Arithmetic, Euclid, Books I., Ii. and Iii.; Outlines of Modern Geography; W. 
Douglas 'Hamilton's History of England; English Grammar and Com.posltion; Ele- 
ments of Bookkeeping. 


INTERl\'1EDIA TE EXAMINATIONS. 


. 1st Intermediate.-Williams on Real Property, Smith's Manual of Equity Juris- 
prudence, Smith's Manual of Common Law. The Act respecting the Court of 
Chancery. 
2nd Intermediate.-Lelth's Blackstone; in Greenwood's Conveyancing, the Chapters 
on "Agreements," "Sales," "Purchases," '-:Leases," '';Mortgages,'' and "Wills;" 
Snell's Treatise on Equity; Broom's Common Law; Consolidated Statutes, U. C. Chapter 
88; Statutes of Canada, 29th Victoria, Chapter 28; the Insolvency Acts. 


SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS. 


1st Year.-Stephens' Blackstone, Volume I; Stephens on Pleading: WilUams on 
Personal Property; Griffith's Institutes of Equity; Consolidated Statutes, Upper Canada. 
Chapter 12; Consolidated Statutes, Upper Canada, Chapter 43. 
2nd Year.-Williams on Real Property; Best on Evidence; Smith on Contracts; 
Snell's Treatise on Equity, the Registry Acts. · 
3rd Year.-Real Property Statutes in Ontario; Stephen's Blackstone, Book V.; 
Byles on BlIls; Broom's Legal Maxims; Story's Equity Jurisprudence; Fisher on 

1:artgages, Volume 1, and Chapters 10, 11 and 12 of Volume II. 
IV.-18 
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4th Year.-Smith's Real and Personal Property; Russel on Crimes;, -Common Law 
Pleading and Practice; Benjamin on Sales; Dart on Vend'Ors and Purchasers; Lewis, 
Equity Pleading and Practice in this Province. 


FINAL EXAMINATION FOB ATTOBNEYS. 


Leith's ,Blackstone; Watkin's Conveyancing, 9th edition, Smith's :Mercantile Law; 
Story's Equity J-urisprudence; Leake on Contracts; The Statute Law; The Pleading 
and Practice of the -Courts. St'Udents will also be liable to be rB-examined in all or any 
of the subjects of the Intermediate Examinations. 


FINAL EXAMINATION FOB CALL. 


Blackstone, Volume 1; Leake on Contracts; Watkin's Conveyancing; Story's ,Equity 
.Jurisprudence; Stephen's on Pleading; Lewis, Equity Pleading; Part's Vendors and 
Purchasers; Taylor on Evidence; Byles on Bills; The Statute Law; The Pleading and 
Practice of the .courts. 
In addition to the Books for call only, Candidates will be examined in Russell 
on Crimes; Broom's Legal Maxims; Lindley on Partnership; Fisher on Mortgages; 
Benjamin on Sales; Jarmin on Wills; Von Savigny's Private International Law 
(Guthrie's edition); Maine's Ancient Law. Candidates for call will also be liable to 
re-examination in any of the Books for the Intermediate Examinations. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOYERNMENT WITH THE COUNCIL OF 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.-ELECTION OF :MEMBERS, 1873. 


I have already, in Chapter XV of the Twenty-fourth Volume of the Docu- 
mentary History, referred to the rather arbitrary manner in which the Govern- 
ment of the day had treated the Council of Public Instruction in 1871 and 1872. 
The mode of doing so was in more or less of a peremptory manner, such as re- 
quiring its J\{embers to give.a "Statutory Authority" for each of its acti3, and, 
especially for the General Regulations, which it had passed for the Government 
of the Public and Grammar, or High, Schools and Collegiate Institutes of the 
Province. 
The more effectively to accomplish this purpose, (as stated by the Council of 
Public Instruction), the Government had a Bill passed by the Legislature, giving 
it authority,- 
"To cause enquiry to be made into the working of any Rules, Regulations, Instruc- 
tions, or Recommendations, which have been, or may be, made, or issued ,by the 
Council of Public Instruction . . . . and to abrogate, suspend, or modify such 
Rules," -etcetera. co That, as contemplated by this Act, the Government instituted a most 
levere and exhaustive inquisition into the acts of the Council in regard to the following 
[seven] subjects." . . . . 


The J\fembers of the Council of Public Instruction felt that while they had 
given their best consideration to the various subjects which under the successive 
School Acts had been submitted to them by the Chief Superintendent of Educa- 
tion for the previous twenty-five years, with the sanction and approval of the 
Government, they were 'Surprised that, on the -advent of a new Government, they 
should have been, without notice, or consultation, subjected to treatment which, 
in itself, they regarded as uncalled for and arbitrary. The Members of the 
Council, therefore, at their first Meeting in J anlVlry, 1873., strongly deprecated 



PETITIONING THE COUNCIL ON '.rHE ARBITRARY ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT. 259 


such treatment, and gave a very decided expression to their feelings in a Petition 
to the House of Assembly on the subject. 


PETITION OF THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ON THE ARBITRARY ACTION 
OF THE GOVERNMENT IN REGARD TO IT, 1873. 


'1'0 the Honourable the Ll;gislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario. 
The Petition of the Council of PU'blic Instruction for Ontario, Humbly S'heweth:- 
1. That the existence of this Council extends back to the year 1846, and is, therefore, 
eo-existent with our present System of Public Instruction; and some of the Members 
of this Council were appointed in 1846; and they have thus gratuitously served 
their Country for more than a quarter of a century, devoting many months during that 
protracted period to anxious and earnest endeavours to promote the sound and uni- 
versal education of the youth of this Province, and with no other remuneration, or 
reward, than the consciousness of doing good to their Country. 


SPECIFIC DUTIES DEVOLVING ON THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


II. That it has devolved upon this Council to devise and ad-opt all the Regulations 
and means which have been in operation from the beginning for the establishment 
and management of the Normal and Model Schools, the procuring of Premises and the 
erection of Normal and :Model School Buildings; for the Organization and Government 
and Inspection of the Public and High Schools, and the preparation, selection and 
procuring of 'rext Books, :Maps, and Apparatus for the Schools; for the Establishment 
and !\Ianagement of Public Free Libraries, the selection and procuring of several thou- 
sands of different Works for them, as also Prize Books for rewards of competitive 
diligence and success in the Schools. 


REVISING AND MATC'RI
G REGULATIONS UNDER THE SCHOOL LAw IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1871. 


III. That, on the passing of the Public and High School Improvement Act of 1871, 
it became the d-uty of this Council to undertake the difficult and laborious task of 
revising and maturing the whole of the Regulations for the Organization, Manage- 
ment and Discipline of both the Public and High S'chools, the subjects for the Exam- 
ination and Classification of Teachers throughout the Province, and the RegUlations 
fer PU'blic and High Schools, the Admission of Pupils to High Schools, and the 
Adequate Accommodation for the School population in the Public Schools,-a work 
which occupied much time and labour during several months, and In pursuing which 
the Council not only availed itself of the experience of other educating Countries, but 
of the practical kNOwledge and suggestions of distinguished Instructors of youth in Qur 
own Country. 


PASSAGE BY TIlE GOVER
:MENT OF THE ACT o}' 1871, TO ABROGATE THE ACTS OF THE COUNCIL. 


IV. That, in consequence of certain st2.tements and imputations against this Council 
and the Education Department, the Honourable Edward Blake, then -President of 
the Executive Council, brought in a Bill last Session of the Legislature, which was 
passed Into an Act, declaring that "The Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council shall have 
power to cause enquiry to be made into the working of any Rules, Regulations, Instruc- 
tions, or Recommendations, which have 1:>een, or may be .made, or issued, by the Council 
of Public Instruction, qF by the Chief Superintendent of Education; and to abrogate, 
suspend or modUy any such Rules, Regulations, Instructions, or Recommendations. 



, 260 


DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF' EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


EXHAUSTIVE INQUISITION BY THE GoVERNMENT INTO ACTS OF THE COUNCn.. 
V. That, as contemplated by this Act, the Government instituted a most severe 
and exhaustive inquisition into the acts of this Council since 1867, requiring explana- 
tions, authority and 1"easons for every ,proceeding and act of this Council in regard to 
the following Bubjects:- 
(1) The Preparation, Publication, Sanctioning and Providing of Text Books for 
the Public and High Schools. 
(2) The Examination, and Certificates of Qualification, 
f Public School Teachers. 
(3) The Management and Teaching of the Normal and Model Schools. 
(4) The Programmes, Course of Study, and General Regulations for the Organiza- 
tion, Government, Discipline and Inspection of the Public and High Schools. 
(5) The Official Regulations, providing for Adequate Accommodation in the Public 
SC'hools. 
(6) Special Regulations for the admission of Pupils to the High Schools. 
(7) Various Miscellaneous matters. 


FULL ANSWERS AND READY OBEDIENCE BY THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIO INSTRUCTION. 


VI. That the ,Council promptly and fully answered every Enquiry and Demand 
of the Government, and assured its ready Obedience to every Order and Instruction 
which the Government had issued, or might issue, explaining and giving Authority 
for each Regulation, or Recommendation, which it had made since 1867; and this 
Council believes that the Chief Superintendent of Education, an e:c officio Member of the 
Council, gave, in like manner, the Authority and Reasons which were required of him 
for his Acts and Instructions. 


REGULATIONS IN REGARD TO ADEQUATE SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION IN THE ScHOOLS.-ADM IS- 
SION OF HIGH SCHOOL PuPILS DISALLOWED.-ApPEAL TO HIGHER COURTS PROPOSED 
AND NOT ALLOWED. 


VII. That, after this minute and searching Enquiry on the part of the Govern- 
ment, the only Acts or Regulations of this Council of which the Government expressed 
its disapproval, was one relating to Adequate School House Accommodation, as re- 
\luired by Law, and the other relating to Regulations for the admission of Pupils to 
the High Schools. But the Order of the Lieutenant
Governor-in-Council to cancel 
what has been done by this -CouncU to promote improved S'chool House Accommodations. 
'Was substantially set aside and reversed by a s'ubse>quent and final opinion and instruc- 
tion of the Honourable the Attorney-General on the subjectj and as the Order of the 
Lieutenant-Governor-In-Councll cancelling the Regulations of this Council for the 
Examination and Admission of Pupils to the High Schools was professedly based upon 
the Attorney-General's opinion as to their illegality, this Council besought, unsuccess- 
fully, permission for the Chief Superintendent of 'Education to oibtaln the opinion of 
the Judges of one of the Superior Courts as to the meaning of the Section of the Act 
in question, according to a provision of the School Law, (23rd Victoria, Chapter 49, 
Section 23), expressly providing for such cases. How far the Order disalIowlng the 
Regulations of this Council for the uniform Examinations and Admission of Pupils 
to the High Schools has shewn the alleged inefficiency of this Council, and promoted 
the Interests of the High School education, is not for this Council to express an 
opinion. 


THE COUNCIL CLAIMS THAT THE WHOLE OJ!' THEIR EXPLANATIONS SHOULD BE LAID BEFOltE 
THE LEGISLATURE AND ,PBINTED. 


VIII. That when your Honour8lble House had passed an Act to make thorough 
Enquiries into the then impugned Regulations and Acts of this Councll; and IWhen 
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that Enquiry has. ,been made in a manner of thoroughnes,s and severity very unusual, 
If not unprecedented, this Council submits that it is justly due to Us character and past 
labours, that its Answers in explanation of its own Acts, and in reply to the charges 
preferred against it, should be laid before Your Honaurable House and printed f.or the 
Information of Members and .of the Public. 


REASONS -WHY THE EXPLANATIONS OF THE COUNCIL SHOULD BE LAID BEFORE THE HOUSE 
Now. 


IX. That on the demand and motion of the HonQurable Ed,wa-rd Blake during the 
successive Sessi.ons of the Legislature, all the Minutes of the Pr.oceedings of this 
Council, and all correspondence between the Chief Superintendent of Edu.cation and 
the Government, .or any Member thereof, has been laid before Your Honoura-ble House: 
and this Council submits that there are special additional reasons why such Minutes 
and -Correspondence of the last year should be laid before Your Honourable H.ouse at 
the present time. 


SPECIAL REASON FOR THIS PUBLICITY OF THE ACTS OF THE ,COUNCIL AND ITS EXPLANATIONS. 
-PROPOSITION TO ALTER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL. 


X. That among other reasons for this applicati.on, is the authoritative announce- 
ment that additi.onal Legislation is required to "give Increased Efficiency to the 
Council of Public Instruction;" and it is understood that "the introduction .of the 
Elective Principle into the selection of its Members' is the essence of the proposed 
change." When, therefore, the inefficiency of this Council is assumed to be such as to 
render Legislati.on and a change in .us constitution necessary, we submit, as a matter 
of justice to the characters and labours of the deceased and present Members of this 
Council, that our own acc.ount of our Acts, in answer to seve-re and scrutinizing 
Enquiries, should not be withheld from Your H.onourable House and the Public, 'but 
that our Defence as well as the Accusati.ons against us should be made public, that it 
may !be seen how far we have been wanting in either "Efficìency," .or fidelity, in our 
arduous and gratuitous labours t.o promðte the Public Educati.on of our Country. 


THE PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL ARE PREPARED TO RETmE AT ANY MOMENT. 


XI. That the Members .of this Council are prepared at any moment to retire from 
the positi.on and work which they have so long sustained; but they deem it due to 
themselves, as it is the right of the humblest Subject of the Queen, to be heard in 
their own Defence 'before having their labours of more than twenty-five years legis- 

aUvely stamped with the character of "Inefficiency." 


THE PROPOSED ELECTIVE PRINCIPLE IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE Pm:NCIPLES OF RESPONSIBLE 
GoVERNMENT. 


XII. That whether election should hereafter be the essence .of the Principle of 
selecting the Members of this Council, is a questian into which this Council d.oes not 
desire to enter; !but, if a Government responsible to Your H.onourable House is deemed 
unfit, or incampetent to select and appoint during pleasure, or annually, Members .of 
a Council to aid in managing the important ,Government Branch .of the -Public Service 
for the Education of the People, it may he submitted whether the Members of Your 
Honourable House, as the elected Representatives of the People, would not be a more 
t'ompetent B.ody t.o elect Members of a Council of Public Instruction than irresponsible 
parties, or cliques of parties, elsewhere. Besides" it may be submitted, as worthy of 

onslderation, wbether it is not inconsistent with the management of every other 
Branch of the Public Service, contrary to the Principles of Responsible Government, 
and at vRTiance with the example of England, as well as of the neighbouring United 
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States, that the Regulations and Measures which affect the whole System of Public 
Elementary Instruction should !be in the hands of a Body elected independently Iboth 
of the Government and of the Legislature. If the Council of Public Instruction is 
an agency of the Government, or of the Legislative Assembly for devising measures. 
and making Regulations for the whole .system of Public and High S'-chool Education.. 
it is submitted whether those constituting 'Such agency ought not to be appointed ,by 
the Government, or by the Legislative Assembly, and be responsible for it. And, if 
objection be taken to the :Personnel of this Council, be.cause its Members have not had 
experience in modern Methods of Teaching,-an objection whkh th'e Council doC'S not 
admit,-it may 'be observed, that, at all times, this Council has included Gentlemen 
who have been p.ractical Teachers of youth, and the result of our labours may Ibe 
referred to as an evidence of their practica'l character; in addition to which, the- 
Government can, at any time, change the Personnel of thi'S Council, by filling existing 
vacancies, or appointing others in place of thase who do not attend, or who mày be- 
considered incompetent to' the duties assigned. 


PRoPOSAL O'F THE COUNCIL OF PuBLIC INSTRUCTION TO BE DIKECTLY RESPONSIBLE TO TH& 
LEGISLATURE. 


XHI. That it appears 'by Correspondence laid bef(JJ..e Your Honourable House.. 
and printed, that the Chief Superintendent of Education has desired to be directly 
Responsible to Your Honourable House, through a Committee of your appointment 
at the commencement of each Session, for all his Acts in the Administration of the- 
Education Department; the Members of this Council are equally dæi-rous that their- 
Acts should be thoroughly inquired Into, and judged of by Your Honourable House, and 
that their Efficiency, or Inefficiency, should not !be judged by ex paTte Statement's or- 
Unsupported Assertions. 


TwO' VACANCIES IN THE COUNCIL ARE LEFT UNFILLED AND Two MEMBERS ARE NON-ATTENDANT. 
XIV. That two vacancies in this Council have remained unfilled during twelve' 
months, which may have reduced the "Efficiency" of this Council, as well as its. 
number'S; that two Members of this Council, the Roman Catholic Archbi'Shop of Toronto,. 
and the Chancellor of the University of Toronto, have not found it convenient to attend 
our Meetings,-thus practically reducing our legal number of nine to five; yet, during 
the many Meetings of the past year there have been no more than two adjournments 
of appointed Meetings for want of a legal quorum, and during more than twenty-five 
years there has not been on an average one adjournment of a year for want of a 
legal quorum, as appear'S from the Minutes of our Proceedings,-a fact which, when 
considered in cO'llnecUoll with the number of our Meetings, and the extent and variety 
af our labours, may be submitted to the just consideration of your Honourable House.. 
as to whether this Council has not fairly earned other public consideration than the 
implied the charge of .. Inefficiency,' and that to so great an extent as to render necessary 
an Elective Body in our place. 


'PRAYER OF THE PETITION OF THE COUNCIL. 


XV. Under the circumstances thus stated, this Council humbly prays that Your 
.donourable House will request the production and order the printing of all the 
Correspondence on School Matters which has taken place 'between the Government, 
or any Members of the Government and this Coun-cil, and the Chief Superintendent of 
Education since the last S'ession of the Legislature, and institute such Enquiry into 
the manner and Efficiency with which we bave discharged our duties, as Your Hon- 
ourable House, in its wisdom, may think just and expedient. 
Signed by order and in behalf of the Council of Public Instruction, this 10th day 
of January, A.D. 1873. 


TORONTO, 1().th January, 1873. 


H. J. GRASETT, ClzaÏ1"man. 
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K OTE. On the 4th of March, 1873, the Honourable Attorney-General Mowat 
introduced the following Draft of School Bill, relating to the Cou"ncil of Public 
Instruction, into the House of Assembly. 


AN ACT TO A1.IEND THE PUBLIC AND HIGH SCHOOL LA WB OF ONTARIO. 


Her Majesty, by and with the consent of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario. 
enacts as follows:- 
I. The One hundred and fourteenth Section of the Consolidated School Act shall 
read as follows:- 
The Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council may appoint a Council of Public Instruction 
to consist of not more than twelve persons, (exclusive of the Chief Superintendent of 
Education, who shall be ex officio Members of such Council); one-third of whom shall 
retire from office oat the end of eacl1 year, (but may ,be re-appointed), in such order aa 
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council may direct; and such Council, five of whom shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business, shall, in the exercise of their duties, 
be subject to all lawful orders and directions which may, 1Irom time to time, 'be issued 
bv the Lieutenant-Governor-in
Council. 


NOTE. This Bill was subsequently withdrawn, and another was substituted in 
its place, as drafted by Mr. Mowat, after consultation with Doctor Ryerson. 
\Vhile, under the authority of an Act passed by the Government in regard to 
the Council of Public Instruction, the Council was, as a rule, required to explain 
and justify the various acts to which the Government took exception, yet, in some 
cases, that objection, on the part of the Government, was expressed, (even before 
asking for this explanation), in the form of an Order-in-Council, disallowing the 
Rules, Regulations, or Instructions, thus practically rendering them inoperative. 
Not content with making the Council of Public Instruction amenable to the 
opeflations of this arbitrary Act, the Government went a step further, and subjected 
the Chief Superintendent, as Head of the Education Department and Adminis- 
trator of the School Laws of the Province, to the same treatment, and required 
him to explain and justify his administrative acts on pain of having them dis- 
allowed, or abrogated, and that, too, without notice, or explanation, or consultation. 
It was no wonder, therefore, that he made up his mind that it was only a question 
of time when he would definitely hand in to the Government his resignation of 
the office of Chief Superintendent of Education. * 
Having thus practically destroyed the independence of the Council of Public 
Instruction, the next step proposed by the Government was to impair its official 
dignity, (as a Body whose :J\fembers were appointed for life by the Lieutenant- 
Governor), by the infusion among its 
fembers of persons elected by the Masters 
and Teachers of the Schools and ()f other persons connected with Education. This 
proposal, as originally laid before Doctor Ryerson in 1872, was as follows:- 
In addition to the numbers of Persons now authorized by 'Law to compose the 
Council of Public Instruction, it may and shan be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor- 
in-Council to appoint annually for one yeår three Persons nominated respectively by 
the Inspectors of Public Schools, the Head Masters of High S'chools and Collegiate 
Institutes, and the Teachers of Public Schools, in the manner hereinafter provided. . . 


.Thus, not very long afterwards (In .July, 1873), he proposed to Mr. Mowat (then Attor- 
ney General), to send in his resignation, but being dissuaded, he wrote a note to Mr. Mowat 
withdrawing his proposal. In reply. Mr. Mowat said: "r have received your note, with- 
drawing your proposal to resign your office as Chief Superintendent. I hope you may long 
live to continue the discharge of its duties. Oliver Mowat, Toronto .July 12th, 1873." 
(Note-Doctor Ryerson, however, felt compelled finally to resign his office in 1876.) 
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When the Government had decided to introduce into the Legislature a Bill to 
the foregoing effect, the subject was referred to in "the Speech from the Throne." 
Doctor Ryerson felt greatly disappointed at its tenor, and at once addressed the 
following Letter to the Attorney-General protesting against its implied censure 
on the Council of Public Instruction:- 


THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL MOWAT.. M.P.P. 


Since reading and pondering the Speec:h from the Throne on Wednesday, I have 
ft'lt much pained at the terms in which the CouncH of Public Instruction is referred to. 
Had It been proposed simply to increase the number of Members of the Council, or 
modify its composition, or the tenure of appointments to it, in order to mE.et the ",ishes 
of portions of the Community, no unpleasantness would have been felt. but when Legis- 
lation is announced in order to "give increased efficiency to the Council of PuibUc In- 
struction" it is clearly Implied that the Cou'llcll Is not, and has not hitherto been. 
emclent, endorsing what has been said and written against the Council. involving an 
imputation, or reftection, which I am sure the CouncH does not deserve. There .may be 
need of " increased efficiency" in the Education Department, but if 1;10, it is in the Chief 
Superintendent of Education, certainly not in the Council of 'Public Instruction. How- 
ever you may modify the Council, I do not believe you will "increase its efficiency." 
You know how opposed I am to the principle of Popular Election in the constitution 
of the Council of Public Instruction. Now, I view it as evil in itself, and inconsistent 
with the .principles of "!Responsl'ble Government," and with the aeslgn and duties of 
the Council. . . . 
It is well known that the whole movement for an Elective Council of Public In- 
.truction has been conceived and advocated in a spirit of hostility to the existing Council 
of Public Instruction, to the E'ducatlon Department and to myself. 1 submit it to your 
own good judgment and right feelings, whether . . . I ought not to have a Council 
to belp me rather than to checkmate and thwart me. IA Council in tJbe friendship and 
IntelUgence of whose Members I can confide,--a Council of independent but friendly 
judgment and advice, and not a debating club of party, and perhaps of personal hostility.- 
After the Act creating the Council was pasosed in 1846, I waited some months ex- 
pecting the Government would aN>oint Members of Council, and, at length, wrote to the 
Honourable W. H. Draper, then Premier, stating my disaPJJolntment and embarrassment 
at the delay in appointing a Council; he replied that he had been waiting for me to 
submit names, that I was responsible for the !Work, and the Government looked to me 
to submit the names of Gentlemen whose counsel and assistance I desired. While I have 
desired each Member of the Council to exercise bis judgment on each matter I have had 
.uch confidence in the good will of each and in his unbiassed judgment that I have 
made it a rule to withdraw any proposition which did not meet the approval, or acqui- 
escence, of every 'Member of the Council. A mode of procedure which was suggested to 
me by the late Archbishop Whately, /Who told me In 184,5 that during 'his then fifteen 
years' connection with the Irish National Board of Education, no motion had ever 'been 
put to vote, and no measure passed without the approval, or acquiescence, of every 
Member present. 
If I am to manage a complicated and difficult Department and Public School System, 
for which I am held responsible, I have a right to claim all the assistance that can be 
given me, and not be surrounded by those who may be my personal enemies, and who 
would seek to weaken and paralyze my efforts in every possi,ble way. But, If the question 
be viewed in regard to the public interest, apart from its personal aspect in respect 


-My exPerl'ence of the after history of the "Elective Council of P11bllc Tnstn1ctlon" nllite 
justlfted all (}f Doctor Ryerson's fears and prognostications as t() Itq bping an arena of "un- 
frIendly" debate anoð of beIng continually the !!cene of personal hostility to him. 
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to the Head of the Department, the views I entertain appear to me to acquire great 
additional force. . . . 
I have felt so strongly on the whole matter, as relating both to the past and the 
future, that I thought it right to consult my colleagues in the Council of ,Public Instruc- 
tion and learn their impressions and views on the subject. After free and full exchange 
of views and consultation as to what should be done at this juncture, It was our unani- 
mous judgment to petition the Legislature on the su'bject, for if we didn't speak now, 
we must be silent forever, and suffer the consequences. 
The Members of the Council have expressed readiness to retire at any moment from 
the position and labours which they have so long sustained; 'but, !before doing so, they 
ask that their past conduct and labours may be enquired into and judged by the 
Elected Representatives of the People in Parliament assembled. . . . 
I have made It a rule from the 'beginning, as an Officer of the -Government, to aid 
each Government In every way in my power by every Information, or suggestion, I 
could give, to mature and carry out any measures for the advancement of the School 
s.ystem, and never to hold any communications with the op'ponents of the Government 
on Governmental measures, without Jthe knowledge and permission of the Government 
To no leader of a Government have I felt more pleasure in so doing than in regard to 
yourself. But I owe a duty Iwhich I must discharge at expense of feeling, to the pa."'It 
history and character of my Colleagues in the Council and mysel
 during more than a 
qual'1ter of a century in connection with our Public Scho-ol System. 


TORONTO, January 11th, 1873. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


THE ATTORNEy-GENERAL TO THE CHIEF Sl'PEHlNTENDENT OF EDUCATION 


I have received your Letter of the 11th instant. I thought that I had hit Ulpon 
an expression for the Speech of His Ðxcellency whlcJb would avoid all offence to the 
Council. The expressi-on "increased efficiency" was intended as an acknowledgment 
of the present existence of efficiency, in that Body, although not an efficiency beyond 
the pofsibility 'Of increase; and to require one to assume t'hat the adrm.itted efficl,ency 
of the Council is incapable of .. increase" is surely to claim something which does not 
belong to any human institution.. I 
Whether the introduction of the elective princi:ple to the moderate extent in which 
you acquiesced, (although reluctantly), is a matter about which there may be a difference 
of opinion. . . . 
I cannot help thinking that }"Ou are unnecessarily apprehensive a'bout the Elective 
Membel'ß of the Council. The Introduction of the IEleetive element to ;some extent Is 
strongly pressed by the classes to 'be represented, and by the many who sympatJhlze with 
them. With the exception of this change,-if you now make It an exception, I do not 
see that there need ,be any substantial difference of 'Opinion between us. 


TORONTO, January 15th, 1873. 


OLIVER MOWAT. 


THE CHIEF S'UPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL :MOWAT, 
LP.P. 


I concur ,with you that the general question can be better discussed by personal 
interview than by letter. I shall, therefore, do nothing more in this Note than explain 
certain circumstances, and reply to certain things contained in your !Letter. 


.No one could possibly object to the phrase had it been used in an ordinary and usual 
way, but when it was the very term in which the Councll has been referred to as a reason 
tor the necessity of elective Members. it acquired a specific and pointed obnoxious signifl- 
canc.. 
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I agree with you that the phrase of the S,peech in itself does not convey any 
reflection up'On the Council 'Of Public Instruction; nor do I !believe for a moment that 
you intended any other construction than Y10U 'put upon ,it. But when you consider the 
phrase not in the abstract, !but in connection with the circumstances known to the 
public, and the cause of such a 
hrase in the -Speech, I think you will admit that the 
Council must have ,been very dull, if they could have underst'Ood and inter,preted it 
'Otherwise than they did, when it is considered that The Globe has made this demand 
of an Elective Council 'Of Public Instruction for years, and has heaped every sort of 
abuse upon the Council, in order ta effect a change in its constituotion. The 
sequel of all these proceedings and attacks, (the whole sum of which was the efficiency 
'Of the Council). ii a proposition to increase the "efficiency" of the 'Council. What can 
such a pro.p'Osition imply bUlt that the C.auncil has !been inefficient, and haw can the 
phrase 'be otherwise interpreted, or the 'prap'Ositian 'Otherwise understoad 'by the public 
than an endorsement of all that has been 'said against the Cauncil? According to the 
acknowledged rule of inteflPretaltion, that words are to -be understood not merely accord- 
ing t'O their abstract meaning, but according to the circumstances in connection with 
which they are used, I do not see haw it is possilble thaJt the Council 'Or the Public can 
place any other interpretation upon the w'Ords in questi'On than that which was ex- 
pressed by the Council of Pulblic Instruction. 
T'O remove all doubt, or misapprehensian, I beg to say that, although I think, J\.S 
I said to you at first, that there is no special necessity for Legislat10n at all the present 
Session,-I think I said n'O necessity for It,-yet I am at 'One with you on all y'OU may 
think deßirable in amending and improving and consolidating the Schoal Laws. . . . 
I appreciate the kind manner in which you treated me in 'Our first interview, it 
being in such graltifying contrast to the manner in which I had been officially treated 
by other 'Mem!bers of the Executive. 
I felt it in my heart, in return f-or your kindness, to go !beyond my judgment and do 
all in my 'Power to meet your wishes; and in reluctantly conceding to certain parties 
electing three Members o.f the Council 'Of Public Iru;truc.tion. I thought that ather 
Members would coincide with me! ,but I f'Ound thalt each one to whom I mentioned it. 
revolted at the very idea, preferring immediate retirement fram the Council, if Members 
were introduced -who could stand Ulp and say that they were not the nominees of any 
Government,-much less of a defunct Government, but the elected Representatives 'Of 
large bodies, and had, therefore, a superior right to have their opinion,s respected. and 
the vroceedings and debates open t'O the public and .pwblished for the information 'Of 
their Constituents, and that if this was n'Ot granted by the naminee majority 'Of the 
G'Overnment they would publish their prapased Resolutions and reasons far themselves. 
I have nat stated ta yau a tithe 'Of the evils of making the .council of Pu.blie Instructian 
elective. I aught t
 have conversed with my Colleagues befare I cansented, under grate- 
ful feelings, ta concede anything to you an the sul9ject. I must cleave ta, and ga with, 
thase friends, wh'O have assisted me by their caunsels and friendship for sa many years; 
and, if, therefare, yau determine ta proceed ta change the constitution of the Council 
'Of Public Instruction this ,Session, 'by introducing the Elective princivle, you must 
propase t'O canstruct a new Cauncil. 
The Council and myself J)are a past history which, up to this date, is complete, and 
eannat be tarnished. It is !better for us ta retire naw, than be c'Oru;enting parties ta 
what under all the circumstances must be regarded as au
 awn degradatian, if we be 
consenting parties ta it. . 
It seems ta me most strange that a 'blaw w'Ould be insisted upon, against the very 
head that devised and the heart that gave impulse to the system 'Of Institutians and 
Educati'On so eulogized !by the London Times, as copied in yesterday's Globe, as alsa by 
Educatianists in bath Eurape '3.nd America. 
I believe the great body of all parties in the House 'Of Assembly will nat candemn me 
withaut a hearing, and will, in any alrternative, da me justice; and I ask no more. I asl{ 
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no favours. At all events, I must do what I believe to be best tor the Country, true to 
the 'past and just to old and faithful friends,-and those friends, Gentlemen of the 
highest intelligence and position, and who have done n'O small service for the Statf'. 
If, in such a course, I live poorer, '1 skall die hap:pier. 


TORONTO, January 15th, 1873. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL MOWAT, l\LP.P 


In my Letter written last evening, I forgot to remind you that, immediately after 
the opening of the House, when I had not remarked anything in the ISpeech beyond a 
reference to the proposed Amendment and C'Onsolidation of the SC'hool Laws, I seized 
the moment to state ta ) ou how repugnant to the feelings of l\1embers of the Council 
'Of Public Instructian was, would be, the invidious distinction in the composition 'Of the 
Coun.cil by the proposed election of some of its Members; and suggested to you the 
making 'Of appointments to the C'Ouncil annual, and increasing the number, if you 
should think proper, but by no means to introduce the elective princi.ple. I, theref'Ore, 
apprised you of the feelings of my Colleagues in Council on the very first opportunity 
I had of speaking to you, after c'On versing with any of them. 
If Teachers and Inspectors are to elect Representatives in the .council, so should 
Municipal Councils and Trustees,-the burden bearers of the School System, and, there- 
fore, more strongly entitled to Representatives in the Council than Trustees and Inspec- 
tors,-t'he one Officers of the Trustees, and the 'Other O'fficers of the Municipal Councils; 
for, be it observed, the 'Council of Public Instructi'On has always as much represented 
Teachers as it has :\funicilpal Councils and Trustees. 
I know net what arguments may have been 'Pressed upon you on this subject; but 
I can conceive of no reason, after twenty...five years' successful practice of the present 
System, for such Legislati'On at this time beyond the exigencies 'Of Party, the considera- 
tian of an element which never entered into our ,SChool Legislation until 1871; and I 
pray you with all the earnestness of my S'Oul, that you will not suffer it to influence your 
Legislation this !Session. 


TORONTO, January 16th, 1873. 


EGERTO
 R YERSO:V. 


THE DEPUTY SUPERIXTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE HONOURABLE OLIVER 
MOWAT, M.P.P. 
NOTE. A copy of a second Draft of Bill reorganizing the Council of Public 
Instruction having been sent to me by the Honourable Attorney-General Mowat, I 
returned it to him with the following Letter:- 
In critically reading over your Draft ()f School Bill, a few things appeared to me 
somewhat ambiguous. Would Y'OU kindly decide in regard t'O them, Ibefore finally re- 
vising the Bill? 
1. I notice that not only "'Masters," but II Teachers," are admitted t'O vote for 
Memlbers of the Council. Does the word II Teachers" include Assistants, that is, those 
who hold only a Public School Teacher's Certificate, 'Or a Certificate issued by an In- 
spector, and Teachers of French, Music, etcetera? The question is sure to be asked, and 
It would be better to settle it now. In High Schools there are, (according to the Regula. 
tions), Masters and Teachers. 'The same is true of the Public and ,separate Schools. 
2. Under the Grammar Sch'Ool Act of 18'6 1 5, and up to last year, when Mr. Adam 
Crooks' University Bill was 'Passed, the Heads 'Of Queen's and Vict'Oria Colleges were 
ex-offici'O Members of the Council by virtue of a Secti'On 'Of the old University Act. The 
Reverends Doctor Sn'Odgrass, (of Queen's), and D'Oct'Or Nelles, (of Vict'Oria), would 



268 


DOCUMENTS ILU:rSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO. 


have attended the meetings of the Council had provIsIOn been made, as now, for their 
Travelling Expenses. It seems ungracious, when this provision for expenses is made, to 
deprive them of the right and honour which they have enjoyed, and would have exer- 
cised if they oould have afforded it, when we remem:ber that the Graduates of these 
Universities are ex-officio entitled to the position of Head Masters in our High Schools 
and Collegiate Institutes, which are authorized to prepare Students for these very 
Universities. Would it not be well, therefore, to alter Section Eighteen as follows:- 


.. 18. The Chief Superintendent and the President and other Heads of any Unl. 
versity College in Ontario shall be ex-officio Members of the Council of Public Instruction, 
etcetera." 


The Draft of Bill gives the Graduates of these University ,Colleges the right to 
elect a Member to the Council, while the University itself, (which Is ,primarily interested 
in High School Education), is, through its Representative, excluded, under Mr. Crooks' 
University 113m, from the position, or influence, w.hich it formerly occupied and enjoyed. 
How would it do, (if you object to the alteration proposed), to give each University, 
through its Graduates, the right to elect a IMember to the Council? This would take 
away all feelings of jealousy which 1 know exists now on this subject. The Graduates 
of Queen's and Victoria University Colleges, (who are High School Masters), feel that, 
while they themselves are recognized, their University ds, by the Bill, excluded from all 
influence in High :School Education and Management. 


TORONTO, March, 1873. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEy-GEYERAL :MOWAT TO THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT 
OF EDUCATION. 


I write this Note to say that I would tbe glad if you would aUend the Committee 
of the House of !Assembly. I do not think that we dH'fer much if at all on the undis-posed- 
of Sections of the School Bill; and a number of additional suggestions will be submitted 
to the Committee of the House 'before it reports; and your assistance may be of import- 
ant service to the Committee and to me. 


TORONTO, March 24th, 1873. 


OLIVER MOWAT. 


THE HONOURABLE ATTOn:NI
y-GENERAL MOWAT TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


I would like to see you at the 1ß0use to-day. I want to speak to you about one or 
two points in your Notes on the School Bill, before the Second Reading, which I 'hope 
to take to-day. 


TORONTO, 24th March, i873. 


OLIVER MOWAT. 


NOTE. On the 28th of March, 1873, Attorney-General 
Iowat withdrew, in the 
House of Assembly, his Bills for the Consolidation of the Public and High ScllOOls 
Acts, and his Bill in regard to the Council of Public Instruction for Ontario. 


'rHE. HONOURABLE ATTORNEy-GENERAL MOWAT TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


I send you a private Letter from Mr. James Bethune, :M.P.'P., in regard to some 
School matter. Give me a short Memorandum referring to the _point spoken of in it. 
I also send you a Memorandum respecting the Town of Saint Thomas Grammar 
School. Give me a Confidential Note with reference to it also 


TORONTO, 6th February, 1873. 


OLIVER MOWAT. 
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'!"HE HONOURABLE ATTORNEy-GENERAL l\IOWAT TO J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


Be good enough to draft me 
n answer to the accompanying Letter on School 
!patters. I am likely to receive similar Communications from others. 
Mr. Clarke, the Writer o
 the Letter, is personally very friendly to myself and the 
G<>vernment, and you will bear this in mind in drafting an Answer to this Letter. He 
is also an M.P.P. 
TORONTO, July 4th, 1873. OLIVER MOWAT. 


NOTE. These requests of Mr. :Mowat were complied with by J. G. H. 


PROCEEDING
 OF THE COU1\ CIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR 
OX
rARIO, 1873. 


January 10,th, 1873.-The attention of the Council having been directed to an 
allusion to the Council of PUblic Instruction in the Speech of His Honour, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, on the opening of the Session of the 'Legislative Assembly, the Council 
adopted a Petition to the House of Assembly, and requested the Chairman to sign the 
same, on ,behalf of the Council. 


[NOTE. Thi-s Petition is printed on page 25,9 of this Volume.] 
January 24th, 1873.-0rdered, That the Petition to the Legislat1ve Assem'bly, adopted 
at the last Meeting of the Council, be printed, and that copies of the same be sent to the 
Members of the Legislature. 
The Chief ISuperintendent reported that in compliance with an Address of the 
House of Assembly to His Honour the 'Lieutenant-Governor, and the directions of the 
Honourable the Provincial Secretary, contained in a Letter, dated the 24th of January 
1ßSt, he had made a Return, as required, res,pecting the High School Entrance Examina- 
tions. The Printing Committee of the Legislat1ve As-sembly, however, declined to order 
the printing of the entire Return, having determined to omit that portion of it con- 
taining the Regulations of the Council of Public Instruction and the Correspondence 
in regard to the sUbject. 
The Council, thereupon, adopted a Remonstrance against printing the Return in 
'I, mutilated form, and desired the Chairman of the Council to sign the same, as an 
entire Return on \behalf of the CouncU. The Chief Superintendent was also requested 
to transmit the Remonstrance of the Council on the sU1bject, and to ask that it be read 
to the Printing Committee, and, if necessary, to the House of Assembly. 
At the request of the Council the Deputy Superintendent of Education stated what 
were the provisions of the Draft of the amended School Bill, so far as they related to the 
constitution of the Council of Public Instruction. 


March 20th, 1873.-A .Letter from the Chief Superintendent of Education to The 
Mail NewsP8JPer in regard to the Council of Public Instruction for Ontario, having been 
rpad, the Members of the Council avail themselves of the first opportunity individually 
to declare that the statement made by the Chief .superintendent of Education, in his 
Letter, which appeared in The Mail of the nineteenth instant, in regard to the discharge 
of their dutie.s is perfectly correct. 


March 31st, 1873.-The IChief ,Superintendent of Education read the following Letter 
to him from the Honourable Attorney.(jeneral Mowat:- 
.. Judge Morrison has sent me his resignation of his seat in the Council of Public 
Instruction. There will, therefore, be three vacancies to fill. I would like to fill two 
of these tby the appointment of Mr. Goldwin Smith and Mr. Deroche, M.P.P. I have 
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written to Mr. Smith on the subject, but he has hitherto hesitated to accept. I am sure 
yOU will agree with me that he would be a valuable acquisition to the Council. As 
the Master.:; of the Public Schools are not to have the Tight of electing a Representative 
this year, Mr. Deroche may be considered as occupying that position, inasmuch as he 
has been himself a Teacher, and his sympathies are evidently with the profession to 
which he until lately 'belonged. 
.. I am aware that some months ago you suggested to the then Government the 
names of the Reverend Frank Marling and the Reverend D. J. Macdonnell, but I think 
it would ;be better to appoint laymen, considering that there are already a number of 
Ministers in the Council. 
.. I would like to name as the third Member some independent layman known to 
the pUblic and in whom confidence !Would 'be placed, and who at the same time would 
not be distasteful to yourself. 


.. TORONTO, April 14th, 1873. 


OLIVER MOWAT". 


May 20th, 1873.-A Letter from the Assistant Provincial Secretary was read, in- 
forming the Council of the ap!Pointment of Mr. William McCabe, -LL.D., and of Mr. 
Hammel Madden Deroche, M.A., as Members of the Council of Public InstTuction. 
The Council adjourned to the Theatre, where Ithe Gold Medal granted by Mr. McCabe 
was presented to Mr. Davlison Iby the Chief Suþerintendent of Education, in the presence 
of the -Council, Examiners, the .Masters rand Students of the Normal 'School and many o
 
the public. 


Vctober 23rd, 1873.-A Letter was received from certain male Students of the Nor- 
mal .school complaining of alleged defects in the teaching and administration of the 
Principal of the Institution, and in the teaching of the Mathematical Master. 
The Letter from the IStudents was referred to the Chief SUlperintendent, with the 
request that he would communicate the same to the Principal and the Mathematical 
Master for their observation thereon. 


October2-7th, 1873.-A Letter /Was received from the Principal of the Normal School 
reporting on the Communication from the Students, referred to him. Also one from 
the Mathematical \Master, repoTting on the same Letter. 
Respecting the matters complained of by the Students, and the explanatory 'Letters 
of the two Normal School Masters above mentioned, the Chief Suverintendent and 
Messieurs ,McCabe and Deroche were requested to act as a 'Committee to investigate 
the matter, and report to the Council on Friday next, or earlier, if practicable. 


October 30th, 1873.-The Committee appointed by the Council on the Memorial of 
the Students, presented the following Report, w'hich was adopted:- 
.. The ,Committee, to whom was referred the Memorial of certain Students of the 
Normal School, beg to report that they have devoted nearly two days to the investiga- 
tion of the subject, and conference with the principal parties concerned, and have 
pleasure in stating that the Students have withdrawn their Memorial, confiding in the 
Council to do what is for the best interests of the ISchool and of the IStudent!!. Your 
Committee recommended that the Chief Superintendent be requested to addrEss the Sta- 
dents upon the matters In question. and take such further action as he may deem 
necessary In the (premises. 


.. TORONTO, 10th October, 1873. 


.. H. M. DEROCHE, Ohairman. 
.. WM. MCCABE. 
.. EGEBTON RYERSON. 
Oommittee." 
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INEQUALITY OF THE SALARIES OF 'rHE OFFICERS OF THE EDUCA- 
'rION DEPARTMEN'T CO
iPARED WITH THOSE OF OTHER 
DEPARTMENTS OF THE GOVERNMEN'r, 1873. 


L
TTER FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE HON OUHAUI.E 
ATTORNEy-GENERAL MOWAT. 


I have written a'll Offi:cial Letter to the Honouralble Provincial Treasurer, on the 
inequality and injulStice of the iElstimateB, as they relate to the Officers of this Derpart- 
ment, in ,coiffiJ)arison of ,officers 'Of other Departments, and enclose you a [.etter from 
. Doctor Hodgins on the subject. 
Doctor Hodgins would have set up years ago for himse1f as a Member of the Bar, 
and would, probalbly, at this time, been in the recei'pt of twice hilS present (income, had 
I not prevailed upon him to give his life to this ,work. When 
Iesslieurs George Brown 
and his Edinburgh brother-in-law, Mr. Thomas Nelson, (of whom Mr. James CamlPbell 
was then the 'Toronto Agen-t), sought to gel the monopoly of pUbl\is,hing and prin'ting 
the Text Books and :\laps for Public Schools, Doctor Hodgins aided me with his 
accustomed abiUty and faithfulness, to maintain' tJhe free system of tPulblishing such 
Books' and having a uniform series. For that he has never !been furgiven, any more 
than .myself, by these parties; and thai is one cMef ground' of hostility to him in thes-e 
quarters. 
I wi.}} only add, that it troubles me little how I am treated person-ally; but it does 
grieve me to the heart that others should be made to suffer in consequence of their 
la.bouring with me. You know what Doctor Hodgins has done in consolidating foor 
you the !High and Publdc School Acts. Your own Clerk received $450 extra for con- 
solidating the Municipal Institutions Acts, besides an increase of $80.0 to 'his Salary, 
while Doctor Hodgins, of unquestioned legal attainments, as you have had ,prO'Of, and 
who has served the public ne'arly if not as many years' as your Clerk has months, is 
left with an infe,rior Salary, apart from the f.act that no allolwallice has been made to 
him for his s.pecial services. 


TOBONTO, 24th February, 1873. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL TO THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 


I have received }"our Note as to Salaril!s, 'With Doctor Hodgins' Letter on the same 
Bu'bject. I may be aIble to do something for' him in the Supplementary Estimates. In 
regard to the Officials in the Departments held by Members of the Government, every 
individual case was considered by the iHead of the Department, and- the results' were 
modified Iby the Executive Council. Inequalities were discÛ'vered,-reasons aPfPeared 
ror an increase 1.n some cases, which did not apply to others, or were thought not to 
do SQ. And the complaint from the Officers lef't with their old Salaries are as strong 
as that from the .Ed,ucation Department. TMs matter of Salaries is of immense 
difficulty, :where every increase has to ;be justi,fied to others not familiar with the 
merits or the Clerk, or with his duties. It is one of pecuUar difficulty to myself. 


TORONTO, February 27th, 1873. 


OLIVER MOWAT 


NOTE. Nothing, however, was done by the Government in regard to Doctor 
Hodgins' Salary. 
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THE CONDITION OF OUR GRAMMAR OR HIGH SCHOOLS, 1873, 


Although the Grammar School Legislation of 1871 was designed to be a means 
of uplifting the Grammar Schools to a higher plane than they had ever before 
occupied, by providing for a three-fold grade of these Schools, such as Grammar 
Schools, High Schools and Collegiate Institutes, yet the want of prestige which, 
as "District Grammar Schools" they had for so long failed to enjoy, as well as 
their want of financial support, kept them during the past year in an inferior 
position, and even rendered them more or less unp<>pular. 
'Vith a view to revive an interest in these important links in our system of 
Schools, the Chief Superintendent prepared and published the following historical 
reference to their past condition, as well as an explanation and defence of the 
steps which he had taken to place them on a proper footing as part of our System 
of Public Instruction:- 


The a,nomalous and unsatisfactory condition of our High Schoolls has within the 
last two or three years called forth a good deal of discussion and un11riendly criticism. 
Several articles have recently ,appeared in the Newspapers and School 'Publications on 
the subject. But as there are several facts connected' with the history and proceedings 
of these Schools, and many features of their ,present condition that hoave been Imper- 
fectly touched upon, or illustrated, 'I propose to lSu/pply these omissions in as !brief a 
manner as p'Ossi!ble. 


Guu COMMO:r\ I:r\TEREST IN THE PROSPFRITY OF HIGH A
D P1;BLIC SCHOOLS. 


We have all a common .interest in the prosperity and success of our Educationoa.l 
InsUtutions,-in our Hjgh, as ,well as in our Public, ,Schools; and no true friends, of 
these institutions will !be disposed to absolve those from blame who have aHowed !private 
views, or personal interests, to interlpose barr.iers to 'the healthy development and free 
expansions of the High, any more than the Public, School, department of our Educational 
System. 


THE EDUCATIO
AL ANACHRONIS
I OF 1807. 


The early promoters of Education in this Province,-although it 'was with a 
laudable ze,al they acted,-perpetrated a memorable anachronism, the effects of which, 
on the character and popularity of our Grammar Schools, It has taken years to 
moderate, and, in ð;)art, to remo.ve. Even now we suffer from the untoward bias :which 
that educational mistake gave to our High Schools, as .. Class Schools," in after years. 
In 1800, or nine years before a single pubUc Element'ary Scho'ol of any kind, 
(exce-pt some soman scattered Pri'vate 'Schools), existed in the Country as a feeder to 
a hIgher dass of Schools, the Leg,islaiure was induced to authorize the establishment 
of U District" Grammar Schools in different parts of the Province. These Schools, 
under the circums'tances of their estaJblis'hment, necessarily partook somewhat of the 
character of class Schools, (as we have indicated,); and, for that reason, having no hold 
on public sympathy, or support, they were neve.r popular, except in a few ind,ivid'ual 
cases. They continued to exist 'Without mruch change, or improvement, in their con- 
ditIon for years; nor were there any efforts mad'e to popularize them until 1853. In 
that year legislation took place. by which the.ir character" was somewhat impro'ved, 
their condition elevated, and they themselves we're incorporated into our Educational 
System. Owing, however, to their continued un,pojp 1 ularlty they were not wen sustaIned. 
and the County Oouncils declined, except .in a few cases, to grant them any aid. Various 
plans were adopted by their friends to keep them in funds, but they maintained a 
bare exIstence, and struggled on for years in poverty and conseq,uent inefficiency. 
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One fatal cause, which has otperated of late years to paraJyze the healthful growth 
and natural de\elopment of the Hdgh Schools, has been the anxiety, chiefly on the part 
of the friends of the weaker ones, to force into them the greatest number of (unqualified') 
Pupils, so as individually to absorb the largest amount of the Legislative Grant, which 
was made in accordance with the attendance of pupils. 
In carrying out this suicidal policy for increasing the funds OIf individual Schools, 
the first step ta'ken was to at'tack the purely classical character and standard of the 
High Schools; the next was to assail as a grievance the policy of the exclusion of Girls 
from these Schools. Both alleged grievances were aot length remedied by the Education 
Department. . The final step taken, however, was to object to the supervision of 
the High School Tnspeetors over the admission of Pupils to the Schools. 
This official supervision was urged to be an unjust interference with the Schools 
thflIllselYes; and it \\ as even held that it cast a slur upon the character and impartiality 
of the local Examiners! At length even this wholesome restraint was removed !by 
Order-in-'Council. Xo one pretends to say that the character or standard of these 
Schools has beEn improved by these successive assaults on the system,-or that the 
Schqols themselves, as "hi'gher" educational institutions, have benefited by these 
downward changes. Our best High School Masters and Educators unite in 
deprecating in the strongest terms the destructive character and demoralizing infiuences 
of these levelling " ameliorations." 


Al\IPLE PnonSIox IS ""OW :\lAlJE BY THE LEGISLATUHF. FOR TIlE SUPPORr OF HIGH SCHooI.S 


L'p to 18ï1, it was urged wfth some force that, \\ hile the Legislature required the 
High Bchool Boards to do certain things, it left them powerless to provide the necessary 
means of defraying the expenSES of doing so. This was doubtless true. in past years, 
but, in 1871, it lef,t the Boards without a shadow of excuse on this 
ound. The 
Statute of that year prescri.bed certain additional subjects of instruction for the High 
Schools, (w'hich gave a symmetry and completeness to the Course of Study in them), 
but it also provided most liberally for enaJbling the Trustees to sUIJIPort these Schools 
and pay their Teachers. Xot only did it in that very year increase the High School 
Grant from $57.000 to $70,000, but it also required the County and City Councils to pro- 
vide by local AssEsSlIllent, and to furnish the TrusteEs with $35,000 more,-making a 
total of $105,0'00, or an average of $1,000 for each High School! 
Further, for the first time the LEgislature authorized each High School Board 
to call upon the Council or Councils of the :\funidpality, or :\Iunicipalities, in which 
the High School 'Was situated, to ,provide ,whatever additional su.m it might require 
4. for the School accomm'Odation and maintenance" of the High School; and it made 
it the imperative duty of the Council to provide these sums without question. While, 
therefore, the Legislature required each High School Board to provide for teaching 
.. all the higher branches of an English and Commercial, [or Classical] Education," 
and to employ a Head" Master and Teachers" to do so, it also, On the School Legisla- 
tion o.f 1871), provided the ample means, (as I have shown), of $1Q.5,O.oO, as a prelimin- 
ary fund, at the rate of about $30 per Pupil, for the support of the High Schools. 


THE TUUE PLACE OF Till' HIGH SCHOOLS IX OUR NATJOXAL SYSTEM' OF EDUCATJO
. 


Again, it has been urged that the Legislature has fixed the educational standard 
of our High Schools quite too "high,"-1hat a lower grade, if not a narrower range of 
subjects, would be quite sufficient for the wants of the Country, etcetera; and that It 
is unreasonable to require High School Boards to ,bring these Schoûls u.p to the pre- 
scribed Legislative standard, as laid d'Own in the Official Programme. 
A more unwise and untena.ble objection could not have been urged. Those who do 
so look at the qUEstion frOllll a purely local and narro,w standpolnt. They forget that 
the fundamental princi'Ple involved in the aðoption by the Country olf a complete 
fl national system of education," stands oiPposed to such views, and that a .. national 
IV.-19 
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system" must of necessity leave no room for Private, or Denominational, efforts to 
supplement it, but must include within itself a systematic and complete gradation 
of Schools from, the lowest ,Elementary S.cñool up to the University itself, without 
a missing link, or !break in the chain. They either forget, or ignore, the fact that this 
is the theory.-the very fundamental princ.iple on which our Canadian c. national 
system" of education is based; and that, while the Legislature has strictly defined the 
limits and functions of each class of its national Schools, it has most Uberally provided 
!n an ascend,ing scale of remuneration for the support of each class. 
Thus, it _prolVides for the Elementary Public Schools, and declares that they s"tall 
be free to every youth in the land. Next it provides specÏfilcally for superior grades 
known as "High Schools," and Collegiate Institutes, which shall form the connecl ing 
link between the Elementary Schools and the University, and declar
 that these Sc'hÛ'ols 
shall teach such "higher" 'subjects, and such "higher" sUlbjects only as it 'Prescribes. 
Lastly, it sets apart a liberal portion of the public domain for the maintenance of a 
Provincial College and University, (the functions of which are als'O defined by .Parlia.ment 
itself) . 


ÐIFFEREXCE IN THE RATIO OF THE GUAXT TO HIGH A
D PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


I will now contrast the liberality of the Legislature as shown to the High, and 
to the Public, Schools. It has been often said that the Legislature is willing to do 
anything for the PUiblic Schools, but is chary of its favours to the High Schools. This 
Is a popular errvr. The Legislature has liberally fostered the pu
nc Schools, and the 
Policy of the Education Department in the administration of the Sch'ool Law has 
always been to stimulate local exertion, and to encourage a general interest In these 
.. Colleges of the People." In this matter success has signally crowned its effvrts; and 
the Pulblic Schools of to-day stand well in popular esteem, and our School System, as a 
whole, maintains a high reputation abroad. But, in the matter of .'Legislative aid to the 
PubUc and to High Schools, the latter have Immeasurably the advantage, proving that 
the favour shown to them, rather than to the Public S-chools, has been very marked 
and decided. Thus, while the Legislative IGrant to the Public Séhools in 18,72 was only 
forty cents (40 cts.), per Pupil, it was within a fraction of twenty dollars, ($20), per 
Pupil to the Sigh Schools! Even with the addition to the ff...egislative Grant of the 
prescri'bed Municipal Assessment, the Publ.ic Se-hools only received at the rate of eighty 
cents (80 cts.), per Pupil, while the High Schools generally received within a trifle ot 
thirty d'ollars, (,$30'), and several of them more; for, as each High S;chool is entitled by 
Law to a minimum Grant at the rate of at least $400 per annum, no matter how small 
Its average attendance may be, it has followed that some Schools have received, (includ- 
Ing the County Assessment), an aggregate s,um of from $35 to even $4-5 per Pupil In 
average attendance! We leave it to the judgment of any candid man, whether, under 
these circumstances, it is reasonable, just or fair, tv allow High Sch.ovls to do Publ.ic 
S-chool work, and yet receive !between thirty or forty times as much as the Public Schools 
receive rfor doing that work. 


INEXPFDIENCY OF ALLOWING HIGH SCHOOLS TO ADM-IT THEIR OWN PUPILS. 


We have just shewn that for each Pupil attending the Public Schools, the Trustees 
of these Schools are only allowed eighty cents, yet when the saane Pup.il Is admitted to 
a High School the .Board of such School is entitled, according to the average attendance 
of that Pupil, to an aggregate sum, including the County Assessment, varying from 
$30 up to $45 'Per Pupil, although that Pu.pil may ,be only in classes Identical with 
those in the Public School which he had left! With such strong financial motives to 
withdraw Pupils from the Public Schools and to force them into the High Schools, 
great efforts are, of course, made to admit as many as possible to these High Schools. 
Quite a number of the best Echools, even in the face of thIs strong temptation to be 
lax in their standards of admisslon, have I{'aithfully and conscientiously adhered to the 
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requirements of the Programme and Regulations In the admission of their Pupils. But 
others have not; and great injustice has, therefore, been done to that very class of 
superior Schools which it is the wise policy of the Country to foster and support. From 
a recent Return on this subject, which has been ordered' by, (and \\ hich has 'been laid 
before), the House of Assembly, it will be seen that, even in the standards of admission 
adopted in the various High Schools, the greatest diversity has existed. For instance, 
(1), in some Schools the Pupils for admission were only examined in certain of the 
prescribed subjects; (2) the character, extent and value of the questions shewed great 
inequality; (3) in some the questions were written, or printed, and in some they were 
viva voce; and (4), the percentage of the value of the answers assigned to the questions 
ranged from 33 to 80 per cent. The enormous number of 2,0.00 Pupils <passed into the 
High Schools as the result of these varied Examinations! 
After mentioning a number of Instances in which High Schools have admitted Pupils 
after little, or no. examination, 
lr. J. A. McLellan, the High School Inspector, remarks: 


.. The albove facts will enable us to form an opinion of the disastrous effects upon 
the High Schools, which have been the too certain results of t'he removal of all che
ks 
by the Government upon the admission of Pupils. When it is considered that through 
the laxity of this system of admitting Pupils to the Grammar Schools a very large 
number of totally unqualified Pupils were found in the High Schools, even after the 
new Law had been in operation for a year; it can be readily inferred that many of 
the Schools have been so far degraded that it is simply a perversion of language to 
call them High Schools; and that unless the serious evil be promptly and effectuallY 
remedied, we shall soon have a High School system only in name. Some of the School 
Authorities,-the Masters particularly,-have acted nobly. They have refused to tRike 
advantage of the powers unhappily placed in their hands, and preferring a high stand- 
ing for their Schools to any merely pecuniary advantages, have exacted a high standard 
of Candidates for entrance. But the general tendency is towards degradation. Some of 
the best Masters have informed me that they had resisted, with great difficulty, the 
pressure brought to bear upon them, to admit unqualified Pupils in order to increase 
the numbers, and. as a consequence, the allowance from the Public Funds. 
I< If I might venture to offer any suggestions for the improvement of the High 
Schools, I should say:--!(1) Let there be a uniform examination for entrance con- 
ducted by an independent ,Examiner, (or Examiners). (2) Let there be two :\fasters 
for even the smallest School, and the Masters to be further increased, when Pupils 
reach a certain number. (3) Something more is required than a University Degree 
to qualify Head Masters. Let every High School :Master be required to, in addition 
to his Degree, hold a 'First Class Provincial Certificate, or to teach a year, as Assistant 
Master, bflfore he becomes qualified for a High School Mastership." 


THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION ON PREPARATOUY CLASSES I
 HIGH 
SCHOOLS. 


The Ottawa Public School Board sent to the Lieutenant-Governor a strong 
protest against the establishment of a Preparatory School in High Schools, or Col- 
legiate Institutes. Such Classes are clearly unauthorized under the High School 
Act. 
It is a principle of Law that no corporation can exceed the powers conferred 
upon it by the Legislature, or other competent authority. Now the Act under which 
tbe High School Board is constituted makes it the duty of that Board" to make 
provision for giving to both male and female Pupils instruction in all tbe 
higher branches of a practical English and Commercial Education ac- 
cording to a Programme, Rules and Regulations, prescribed by the Council of 
Public Instruction, " etcetera. 



276 


DOCUl.IEXTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUC
\TION IN ONTAInO. 


The Education Department has invariably reÓsted the establishment of Pre
 
para tory Classes in High Schools; and, under no circumstances, has it consented 
to allow any of the time of the .Masters, or Teachers, of a High School to be taken 
from their regular Classes, and given to the teaching of an unauthorized, private, 
or preparatory, Class in the School. 
rrhe Legislature has made ample provision for the establishment and mainte- 
nance of Elemcntary Classes in the Public Schools, but it has restricted the High 
S.choo1s to the teaching of the "higher" branches of an Engl1sh and Commercial 
Educatlon. 


SUGGESTIOXS FOR THE I)IPRm-E:UEXT OF THE HIGn SCHOOLS. 


The Ohief SuperÜItendent in his last Annual Report recommends:- 
1. That the standard of admission to the High Schoo]s and 'Collegiate Institutes 
be uniform throughout the P'rovince. 
2. That no Pupils be admitted to the High Schools except O'n satisfactorily passing 
a written examination, and obtaining a minimum nf fifty per cent. of the value of the 
Pa'Pers
 
3. That suitable Accommodation be provided, in all cases, for the High Schools. 
4. That the Programme of Studies a-nd Limit Talble be strictly adhered to, ex'cept 
by permission obtained upon the report and recommendation of the Inspector. 
5. That at least two competent Masters' be employed in every High School. 
6. That before the principle of "payment by results" be applied to High Schools, 
their status a'lld classification, be ascertained ,by a written examination of the Pupils 
in one or more Classes of the School. 
7. That, in all cases, the Council of Public Instruction shall have the right, through 
its Inspectors, to determine whether the Answers given in a written examination come 
up, or not, to the minimum stand-a-rd. 
8. That the High School Inspector -enquire into the condition and efficiency, of the 
Public and Separate Schools, which are entitIed to prepare and send Pupils to the High 
Schools, or ColIegiate Institutes. 
9. That 
lasters of High Schools, before ap.pointment, be required to furnish some 
eviùence of a knowledge of the Art of Teachin.g. 


PAYlIIEXT BY HESUI,TS TO BE EQUIT-\BLY DISTRIBUTlm. 


rrhe system of "payment by results;'-the principle of which is the only just 
and equitable mode of distributing the High School Grant,-has been maintained 
by the Department for years. It was under consideration in 1865; and the prin- 
ciple would lJaye been incorporated in the Grammar School Act of 1865, had it 
not been thought that the important reform effected by the Bill of that year in tbe 
moùe of paying the Grallt to High Schools, was about as far as it was prudent to 
go at that time. I was deputed by the Chief Superintendent to take charge of the 
Bill at Quebec in that year, and 1 took pains to prepare a scheme on which to bas.e 
a system of "payment by ref'ults" from the English Education Reports and other 
information. Rut the Chief Superintendent thought it, on the whole, advisable to 
defer its adoption for the reasons which I have given. The matter was not lost 'Sight 
of, however, and in that same year, (1865). the Reverend l\fr., (now Bishop) 
Fraser, WllO was in Canada at that time, as an English Education Commissioner, 
was consulted on the subject, also tIJe Reverend Profes
or Young, t1Jen Inspector of 
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High Schools. In urn, the prinl'iple "as adopted and embo(lied l1l the Act of 
that );ear. It involves payments to High :--:chools according,- 
1. To the average attendance of Pupils; 
2. 'l'heir proficiency in the various branches of 
lll(ly 
 
3. The length of time each High School is kept open, as compared with other 
High 
chools. 


REORGAXIZA'rIOX OF THE HIGH SCHOOLS .\\'1) (,OLLEnL\.TII
 
IKS
rITU'rE
, 1873. 


CmCUL\U TO HIGH SCHOOl, BO.\HDS TnROUGIIOPT TIII
 })H{H'IXCE. 


I have the honour to transmit herewith the Programme of Studies, General Rules 
and Regulations for the govern.ment of High Schools and Collegiate Institutes, which 
have been prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction, and ajpproved by His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor-in
CounciI. 
This is now the third year since the Programme itself and SOlllP of the Regulations 
have been published. I have preferred leaving that Progralllme, during a portion of 
that time, optional with the Boards of Trustees. This was the more necessary as the 
Programme itself could not go into effect until the Regulations for the Admission of 
Pupils to the High Schools had been decided upon. The General Regulations affecting 
High Schools having now beEn approved by the Go\"(')"nment. there should be no delay 
in carrying them into Effect, thus gÌ\'ing the High Schools and Collegiate Institutes that 
definite status which the Legislature designed they should have in our System of Public 
Instruction. 
The High 8chool Act has confined the functions of the High Schools, as relates to 
English education, to the teaching of II all of the higher branches of a good English and 
Commerci'll Education." 
The Legislature has already made ample pro\-ision for the tfRching in our Public 
Schools of all the elementary branches of ed ucation. To teach them, thErefore, (as is 
done in some High Schools), is a violation of Law, and an interference with the legiti- 
mate province of the Public Schools. The ,Legislature has wisely restricted the teaching 
in the High Schools to thp "higher branches of a good English and Commercial Ðduca- 
tion." 
I trust, therefore, that each High School Board will see that, in the instruction 
given in their ,School, none but the subjects prescribed in the Programme shaH be 
taught, and that no effort will be made, or suffered, either to evade the wise provisions 
of the Law, or to lower the reasonable standard of High School instruction which the 
Legislature itself has set up. 
There is another aspect of this questic whkh I desire to call the attention 
of High School Boards. rp to 1871, it was luged that, "hile the Legislature reql1ired 
the High School Boards to do certain things, it kft them pO\VPrless to provide the necrs- 
sary means to enable them to do so. .. However, in 1871. the Boards of Trust<
2s 
were left without any excuse on that ground. I'll that year, while the Legislature 
prescribEd one, or two, additional subjects of instruction in the High Schools, (which 
gave a symmetry and completeness to the Coursp of Study in them), it also provided 
most liberally for enabling TrusteEs to support their Scbools anrl pay their Teachers. 
Not only did it in that year increase the High School Grant from $:i7,OOO to $70,0.00, but 
it also require(' the County and City Councils to provide by Assessment, (for the first 
time), and to furnish the Trustees with $85,0,00 more,-maJdng a total High School 
Grant from tbat time of $105,000 per annum,-or, an average, $1,00.0 for each High 
School and Collegiate I'nstitute,-besides $750, additional for each of the Col1egiate 
Institutes. 
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Farther, for the first time, the Legislature authorized each High School Board 
to call upon the Council, or Councils. concerned, to provide by Assessment whatever 
additional sums it might require" for the School Accommodation and maintenance" of 
the High School; and it made it an imperative duty of these Councils to provide these 
sums. I have already shown that the Legislature has provided a preliminary High 
School Fund of $105,000, to be divided among about 105 High Schools and Collegiate 
Institutes, ind'E,peudent]y of the $75,0. additional paid to each of the latter Institutions. 
This sum allows of an apportionment of from $25 to $30 pe'r Pupil in average attend- 
ance at each High School and Collegiate Institute. 
To the Public Schools the -Grant, including the County Assessment, will not this 
year exceed Olle dollar p,er Pupil in average attendance at each Public School. Whether 
it is. therefore, reasonable or just to allow High Schools to do Public School work, 
and yet receive between twenty-five and thirty times as much as the Public Schools for 
doing it 
 
. . . E,"ery true friend olf High School education is concerned to see that no 
abuse shall be practised upon the High School Fund, and that it shall be faithfully 
employed in the legitimate work prescribed to High Schools by Law. 
n will ,be seen, by the authorized Regulations, as well as by the provis.ions of the 
School La", that. the local Hoards of Examiners must see that the uniform standard 
for the Admission of Pupils to the High 8chools must be observed; and that the 
Inspectors are to see that these Regulations are duly observed. 
X'o branch of our System of Public Instruction has thus' far been comparatively 
so ueÌectiye and inefficient as that of the High Schools,-the intermediate branch 
between the Pu.blic Schools and the University, and between the Public Schools and 
the :\I'anufacturing and Commercial employments of life. I trust the exertions of your 
Board will tend to promote this important branch of the 'proper education of a people, 
and to make the High Schools as honoura-ble to the Country, and as much and as 
generally prized as are the Public Schools. 


TORONTO, 2nd July, 1873. 


EGERTON RYERso
. 


('IRCULAR TO THE INSPECTORS OF HIGH SCHOOl,S. 


The inspection of High Schools and Collegiate Institutes having now become a 
settled organized system. . . . The 'Council has found that a few additional Regula- 
tions which have been rendered necessary in consequence of the additional duty which 
devolves on the High School Inspectors, provision having been made by the Legislature 
for increasing their numbe-r for the pufpose o,f visiting and reporting upon the Public 
and Separate Schools i'11 those places where High Schools are situated. These Regula- 
tions have received the sanction of His Excellency the Lieutenant..Governor- 
in Council. 
I'n order to give a definiteness and uniformity to the inspection and examination 
of each High, as well as Public, and Separate, School which you may visit, I have 
prepared certain forms of report which will be found useful and suggestive in carrying 
on the inspection of these various Schools. These reports, as .before, will be confidential, 
and I trust they will be fully and carefully filled up, and that the report of the 
inspection of each School wiII be transmitted to this Departme'11t without delay, as you 
proceed from County to County, or f.rom School to School. When ,the report of the 
inspection of each School is transmitted separately, as requested, I shall be able to 
examine it carefully, and learn what is being done in the Schools, as well as in the 
inspection of them. 
I hope that the efficiency of the High Schools and Collegiate Institutes will be 
greatly advan'Ced by the revised Programmes and Regulations, as well as by the 
improved system of inspection. 


TORO"TO, 2nd July, 1873. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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DUTIES OF HIGH SCHOOL INSPECTORS. 



OTE.-No High School Inspector shall, during his incumbency, hold any office, or 
perform any other duties than those assigned to, or prescribed for him, wi1hout the 
permission of the Council of Public Instruction. 


Visitation of Schools.
Each Inspedor shall visit every High School and Collegiate 
Instifute in the section of the Province which may be assigned to him from time 
to time by the Chief Superintendent of Education at least once during each half-year. 
He shall also visit the Separate Schools, and shall also visit the principal Public Schools 
In Cities, Towns and Villages, to see how far the official Programme and Regulations 
are carried out in these Schools. He shall devote a day or more, to the examination 
or the Classes and Pupils in each School, and shall record the result of such examina- 
tion in a Book to be kept for that purpose. He shall also make enquiry and examina- 
tioo into all matters affecting the condition and operations of the School, the results 
of which he shall record in a Book, and trans.mit a copy thereof, to the Education 
Department; (but he shall not give any previous notice to the :\Iaster, or Trustees, of 
his visit). He shall also prepare and transmit to the Chief Superintendent such con- 
fidential, or other, Reports as the Chief Superintendent may require, in such form 
and manner as the Chief Superintendent may direct. The subjects of examination and 
Inquiry at each School visited shall be as follows:- 


(a) "Zlfechanical Arrangements.-The tenure of the Property; the materials, dimen- 
sions and plan of the Building; its condition; when erected; with what funds built; 
how lighted, warmed and ventilated; if any Class Rooms are provided for the separate 
instructian of part of the children; i,f there is a Labby, or Clos-et, for Hats, Cloaks, 
Bonnets, Book Presses, etcetera; how the Desks and S.eats are arranged and constructed; 
what arrangements for the Teacher; what Play Ground is provided; what Gymnastic 
Apparatus, (if any); whether there be a Well, and proper Conveniences for private pur- 
poses; and if the .Premises are fenced, or open on the Stree1, or Road; if Shade Trees 
and any Shrubs ar Flowters are planted. 


!NOTE. ,I'll his enqui'ries into these matters, the Inspector is especially directed to. 
see whether the School La\'. and Regulations have been compUed with in regard to the 
following matters; (should he discover remissness in any af them, he should at once 
call the attentioo of the Trustees to it, befare reporting the facts to the Chief Superin- 
tendent, with a view to its remedy before his next half-yearly visit). 


1. Size of the Site.-As to the size of the School Site, as prescri-bed by the Regula 
tions. 


2. School Accommodation.---IWhether the Trustees have provided .. Adequa-te 
Accommodation for all children attending the School," as required by the Regulatians. 


3. Space for Air.-Whether the required space af nine square feet far each Pupil 
and the average space far one hundred cubic feet of air for each Pupil have been 
allowed in the construction of the School House and its Class Rooms. (See regulatians.) * 


4. (a) Well; Proper Conveniences.-"\Vhether a 'Well or other means of procuring 
Water is provided; also, whether there are proper Conveniences for private purposes 
of both sexes on the Premises; and whether the Regulations in regard to. them can- 


.Ventilatlon becomes easy as soon as it is known that it is embraced in these two 
essential operations, videlicet: 1st, to supply fresh air; 2nd, to expel foul air. It is evidenj: 
that fresh air cannot be crowded into a room unless the foul air is permitted to pass freely 
out; and certainly the foul air wUI not go out unless fresh air comes in to fill its place. It 
Is uselsB to open ventilating flues when .1here Is no means provided to admit a constant 
supply of fresh air from without. Temperature.-In Winter the temperature during the 
first School hour in the forenoon, or afternoon, should not exceed 70 0 , nor 66 0 during the 
rest of the day. 
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tained in REgulation Six of the "Duties of Masters," and Regulation Nine of the 
II Duties of Trustees," are observed. 


(b) Means of Instruction.-He shall see whether the authorized Text Books are 
used in the several Classes, under the heads of Reading, Arithmetic, Geography, etcetera; 
whether sufficient and suitable Apparatus is prövIded, as Tablets, Maps, Globes, Black- 
boards, 
lodels, Ca-binets, etcetera. 
(c) Organization.-Arrangements of !ClassEs; whether each child is taught by the 
same Teacher; if the Assistant, or Assistants, required by'Law, are employed; to what 
extent; how remunerated, and how qualified. 


(d) Discïpline.-l\1ethods of instruction and attainments of the Pupils In the 
various subjects of the Program.me. 


(e) Miscellaneous.-(1) How many Pupils have been admitted to the High School 
during the year. (2) Whether a Visitor's æook and Register are /kept, as required by 
Law. (3) '\T.hether the Journal of Education is regularly receIved by the Trustees. (4-) 
Whether the Pupils have been examined before being admitted to the School, and 
arranged in Classes, as prescribed by the Regulations; and whether the required Public 
Examinations have been held. (5) wnat Prizes ór other means are offered .to excite 
Pupils to competition and study; and whether the 
1erit System of Cards issued by the 
Department is employed. (6) Library.---'Is a Library maintained in the School; number 
of Volumes taken out during the year; are Books covered and labelled as required; 
are 'Books kept in Library Case; is ;Catalogue kept for reference by applicants; are 
fines duly collected, and .Books kept in good order; are Library 'Regulations observed. 
(7) How far the Course of Studies and method of discipline prescri-bed according to Law 
have been introduced, and are pursued in the School; and such other information In 
regard to the condition of the Schools as may be useful in promoting the interests of 
High Schools generally. 


5. Authority of an Ins]Jector in a School.-IThe authority of an Inspector In a 
School, while visiting it, is supreme; the :\Iasters, 'reachers and Pupils, are subject 
to his direction; and he shall examine the Classes and Pupils, and direct the Masters 
or Teachers to examine them, or to proceed wi.th the usual exercises of the School, as he 
may think proper, in order that he may judge of the mode of teaching, management and 
discipline in the School, as well as of the progress and attainments of the Pupils. 


6. Procedure in the 1ïsitation of Schools.-IOn enltering a School, with a view to 
its inspection, and having courteously introduced himself to the Masters, (if a stranger), 
or, if otherwise, having suitably addressed them, the Inspector shalI,- 
(a) Note in the Ins-pe'c'Ìor's Book, the time of his entrance, and on leaving, the 
time of devarture from the School. 


(b) See whether the business going on corresponds with that assigned to that par- 
ticular hour on the Time Table of the School, and, generally, whether the. arrange- 
ments \\ hich it indicates agree with the prescribEd Programme of Studies, and are 
really carried out in practice. If not, he should at once privately notify the Head 
Master, or Teacher, of the omission, and the penalty for neglect to observe the Regula- 
tions. 


(c) Examine the -Registers and other Hchool records, and take notes of the attend- 
ance of Pupils, number of Classes in the Schools at the time of his visit, etcetera. 
(d) Observe the mode of teacñing, the IÌ1anagemelllt of the School, and generally 
its tone and spirit; also whether the bearing, manner, and language of the Teacher. 
his command over the Pupils, and their deportment at the time of his visit are satis- 
factory. 
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í. Intercourse 'witll Teac1Lers anll Pllpils.-Illspection.-In his intercourse with 
Masters and Teachers, and during his visit to their Schools, the Inspector should treat 
them with kindness and respect, counselling them privately on whatever he may deem 
defective, or faulty, in their manner and teaching. 


8. ClIeck against Incorrect Hctllrns.-'The Half-)'early Return of the Pupils' names, 
and number of days on which they attended during Each month, will be a cheek against 
false, or exaggerated, Returns; as the Inspector ('an, in his visit to any School, 
examine the School -RegistEr ãnd .make any fuflther enquiries he may deem necessary. 
He should also, at his visits to the School, take notes in his Book of the School attend- 
ance, etcetera. School::; using unauthorized Text Books are not entitled to be paid 
any 'Part of the School Fund; and the Council has given notice that it .. disapproves 
of the use, in any High, or Public, School, of .any Text Book which is not included in 
the list of Text Books authorized by it, as provided by Law." 


HIGH SCHOOL ...\CCO'DIOD-\TIOXS. 


The High School, or Collegiate Institute, should have:- 
1. A Site of an Acre in extent, but not lESS than half an Acre. 
2. A School House, (with separate Rooms, where the number of Pupils exceeds 
fifty), the walls of which shall not be less than ten feet high in the clear, and which 
shall not contain less than nine square feet of the floor for each child in attendance, 
so as to allow an area in each Room for at least one hundred cubic feet of air for each 
child. It shall also be sufficiently warmed and ventilated, and the Premises properly 
drained. 
3. A sufficient Fence, or Paling, round the School -Premises. 
4. ,A Play Ground, or other satisfactory provision for physical exercise, within 
the Fences, and off the road. 
5. A Well, ór other means of procuring 'Vater for the School. 
6. Proper and separate Offices for bò<lh sexes, at some little distance from the 
School House, and suitably enclosed. 
7. Suitable School Furniture and Apparatus. videIicet:-Des1ks, Seats, Blackboards, 
Maps, Library, Presses and Books, etcetera, necessary for the' efficient conduct of the 
School. 


RELIGIOUS AXD )IORAL IXSTRUCTION IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS .\.XD COLI.Em \.TE 
IKSTITUTES. 


1. As Christianity is the basis of our whole ,System of Elementary Education, that 
principle should pervade it throughout. 
2. The High School, or CoUegiate Institute, being a day and not a boarding 
School, rules arising from domestic relations and duties are not required, and as t!le 
Pupils are under the care of their Parents and Guardians on Sundays, no Regulations 
are called for in respect to their attendance at Public Worship. 


OPEXIXG AXD rLO
IXG E
F:nCISrS OF EACH D \.Y. 


With a view to secure the Di'."Ïne Blessing, and to impress upon the Pupils the 
importance of Religious Duties, and their entire dependence on their :Maker, the 
Council of Public Instruction recommends that the Daily Exercises of each High School 
and Collegiate Institute be opEned and closed by reading a portion of Scripture, and 
by prayer. The Lord's Prayer alone, or the Forms of Prayer hereto annexed, may be 
used, or any other Prayer preferred by the Trustees and Head 11aster of each School. 
But the Lord's Prayer shall form part of the Opening Exercise, and the Ten Com- 
mandments be taught to aU the Pupils, and be repfated at least once a week. But no 
pupil shall be compelled to be prEsent at these exercises against the wish of his or her 
Parent or Guardian ex/pressed in writing to the Head 1Iaster of the School. 
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A 'VEEKLY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION BY THE CLERGY OF EACH PERSUASION. 


In order to define more clearly the ,rights and duties of Trustees and other parties 
in regard to Religious Instruction in connection with the High Schools and Collegiate 
Institutes, it is decided by the Council of Public Instr.uction that the Clergy of any 
Persuasion, or their authorized Representatives, shall have the right to give Religious 
Instruction to the Pupils of their own Church, in each School House, at least once a 
week, after the hour of four o'clock in the afternoon; and if the Clergy of more than one 
persuasion apply to give Religiou.s Instruction in the same School House, the Trustees 
shall decide on what day of the week the School House shall be at the disposal of the 
Clergyman of each Per.suasion, at the time above sltated. But it shall be lawful for the 
Trustees and Clergymen of any Denomination to agree upon any hour of the day at 
which a Clergyman, or his authorized Representative, may give Religious Instruction 
to the Pupils of his own Church, provided it be not during the regular hours of the 
School. 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF HEAD l\IASTERS AND TEACHERS OF HIGH SCI,roOLS AND 
COLLEGIATE INSTITUTES. 


Authority as a Public Officer.-The Head Master of every High School, or Collegiate 
Institute, is a Public Officer, and, as such, shall have power, and it shall be his duty to 
observe and enforce the following Rules:- 


1. See that the Rules are observed.--He shall see that these General Rules and 
Regulations, and any special Rules, (not inconsistent with them), which may be approved 
by the Trustees for their respective Schools, are duly and faithfully carried out 
subject to aplPeal, in case of dissatisfaction, to the Inspector. 


2. Prescribe Duties of TeacherS.-He shall prescribe, (with the assent of the Trus- 
tees), the duties of the several Teachers in his School, but he shall not be responsi:ble 
for the control and management of the Classes under their charge. 


3. Power to Suspenã Pupils.-He shall suspend, (su1bject to 8<<>peal, by the Parent, 
or Guardian, to the Trustees), any Pupil for any reason which may appear to him to 
be just, also general bad conduct, to the injury of the Schoo'l, cutting, marring, destroy- 
Ing, defacing, or injuring any of the High School property, such as Buildings, Furniture, 
Fences, Trees, Shrubbery, Seats, etcetera; provided that any Master sUSIpending- a Pupil 
for any of the causes above named, shall, immediately after such suspension, give notice 
,thereof in writing, to the Parent, or Ouardian of Buch Pupil, and to the Trustees, In 
-which notice shall :be stated the reason for such suspension; but no Pupil shaH be ex- 
pelled ,without the authority of the Trustees. 


4. Expulsion of Pupils.-When the example of any Pupil is very hurtful to the 
School, it shall be the duty of the Head Master, with the BlPpro:bation of the Trustees, 
to expel such Pupil from the School. But if he shall express to the Master his regret 
for such a course of conduct I)penly and expUcitly shaH. with the approbation of the 
Trustees and Master, be re-admitted to the School. 


5. Care of School Property.
He shall exercise the strictest vigilance over the HigÌl 
School ,property under his charge, the Buildings, .outhouses, Fences, etcetera, Furniture, 
Apparatus, and Books, belonging to the School. 


6. Regulations in regard to School Prcmi.ses, etcetera.-lt shall be the duty of the 
Master to give strict attention to the proper ventilation and temperature, as well as to 
the cleanliness of the School House; he shall also prescribe such Rules for the use of 
the Yard .and Outbuildings connected !With the School House, as will insure their being 
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kept in a neat and proper condition; and he shall :be held responsi.ble for any want of 
cleanliness about the Premises. 


7. SchooZ open for Pupils.-The School House shall be ready for Pupils at least 
fifteen minutes 'before the time prescribed for opening the School. 


8. Fires and Sweeping.-He shall employ, at a compensation to be fixed by the 
Trustees, a suitable person to make fires, to sweep the rooms and halls daily, and dust 
the windo" s, walls, seats and dESks, and other furniture in the same. 


9. Out Prendses.-He shall see that the y,ards, sheds, privies, and other out-buildings 
are kept in order, and that the School House and PremisEs are locked at all proper 
times; and that all deposits of sweepings, from rooms or yards, are remoYf>d from the 
premises. 


10. Librarian.-He shall, with the consent of the Trustees, f.lppoint the Librarian of 
the School, who -s\hall take charge o.f the -Books and kPEp a register oiÏ the same. 


11. The Library.-He shall see that the Librarian keep the Library open for the 
distribution (and return) of Books to their scholars, and Ratepayers of the High School 
District, on Friday afternoon of each week. 
. 12. Reports.-He shall make the necessary Term, Special, or Annual, Reports to 
the Trustees, or to Chief Superintendent of Education, at such timEs and in such manner 
as may be requirÉd. 


13. GeneraZ Reg'ister.-He shall keep the General and other Registers of the School 
(to be furnished by the Trustees), in which shall be entered, in each Term, the date of 
the admission of each Pupil, his, or her, name and age, from whence received; the 
Parent's or Guardian's name and residence; the names of each of the Classes in the 
School, together with the names of the Puplis in each such Classes; the promotion of 
Pupils from one Class to another, record of attendance of the Pupil, date of his leaving 
the School, and destination, both as to place and occupation; and such other information 
as shall at all times give.a correct idea of the condition of the School. 


14. Religious Exercises.-Ten Commandments.--He shall see that the Regulations 
in regard to Opening and Closing Exercises of the Day, (Chapter III), are Observed, 
and that the Ten Commandments are duly taught to .all the Pupils and repeated by them 
once a week. 


IMPROVED PUBLIC SCHOOL HOTTSE ACCO
I
IODATIOX, 1873. 


NOTE. Although the School Law of former years provided for S(,hool Room 
Accommodation in each School ITow::e, yet, as a matter of fad, Trustees wcre con- 
tent to build School Hou!'es of such a capacity, as only to contain a single school 
room of the ordinary size, without special reference to prO\.ision for light, air and 
ventilation. rrhe School Law of 1871 preFcribed that School Tnlstees " Shall pro- 
vide' Adequate Accommodation' for all the children of school age (i.e.. between 
the ages of five and twenty-one years,) resident in-their School Division (i.e., City, 
Town, Village or Section). and that no School Section shall be formed which 
shall contain less than fifty children between the ages of fhe and [twenty-one] 
years, unless the area of such Section shall contain more than four square milc!'." 
Although the Law and Regulations are very e'Xplicit on the subjf'ct of adequate 
School accommodation, yet im. many School Sections the School House ha'5 been 
s}]owed to remain incomplete for fifteen, or twenty, years and longer, often on 
a bare, open space, or on the Roac1-sic1e uncnclosed, without a Trec. or Shrub. near 
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by to 
h'aue it, or an} pro\ i.sion being made by the Trustees for the com enience or 
health of the Pupils, or even for their observance of the decencies of life. The 
Legislature has wisely decided that this state of things shall not continue, 
but that a remedy shall be applieù, where necessary. In::.pedors will now not fail 
to urge upon Trustees the necessity of complying \\ ith the provisions of the Ilew 
Law and Hegulatiuns un this subject. 
In order to aid 'l'rustees in carrying out the Regulations and Instructions in 
regard to this matter, the following information on the -subject has been prepared: 


E.xGLl
ll IIn';TS ON PLANKIKG A BCHOOL HOUSE. 


Before a Schood Room is planned,-and the observation a\pplies equally to altera- 
tions in an existing School Room,-the number of children who are likely to occupy it; 
the number of classEs into which they ought to be grouped; whether the School should 
be "mixed," of the Boys and Girls taught in d'ifferent Rooms; ,are points that require 
to be carefully considered and determined, in 'oTder that the arrangements of the School 
may be designed accordingly. 
Every class, when in operation, requires a separate Teacher, be it only a Monitol' 
acting for the Teacher. 
The Commo'n Schûol Room should be planned and fitted to realize as nearly 
 
possible the combined advantages of isolation and of superintendence. The best shape 
is an oblong. Groups of Benches and Desks should -be arranged along one of the walls. 
Each group should be divided from the adjacent group, or groups, by an alley in which 
a light curtain can be drawn forward or ,back. Each -Class, when seated in a group of 
Desks, can thus Ibe isolated on its sides from the rest of the School, its Teachers stand- 
ing in front of it, where the vacant floor allows him to place his Easel for the suspension 
of diagrams and the use of the black-board, or to draw out the children occasionally 
from their desks .and to instruct them standing, for the sake of relief by change o! 
position. 
The Class Rooms should never 'be passage-rooms from one part of the Building to 
another, nor from the School Rooms to the Play-ground, or Yard. 
The Class Rooms should be on the same level as the School Room. 
The Class Rooms should be fitted up with a Gallery placed at right angles with the 
Window. 
Framed wood partitions .are not allowed between School Rooms and Class Rooms. 
They must ,be separated by lath and plaster partition or a wall to keep out the sound 
from the adjoining room. 
The Doors and Passages from the School Room to the outside Privies must be 
separate for the two sexes. So must also be the Privies themselves. 


PL.\N 1-'on HE:\TODELLrXG THE 01 D-STYLE SCHOOL IIOGSEs. 


The folluwing d(,
C'l'iption of changes to be made according to an accompany- 
ing pl,an is fwm 
I r. Uirha1'<l ...\. \Yaite, ...\rchited, of Buffalo:- 


Remove the partition w,aIls of RecHation Rooms, and ,part of the rear wall of 
building, in first, second, and third storeys, making the rear of building the front of 
Echool Room. 
On first ftoor, retain the present Hat and Cloak Rooms, but instead of entering from 
It into .school Room, enter from the Hat and 'Cloak Rooms. 
On second floor, the Recitation Room in front of the building to be converted into 
Hat and Cloak Room. Continue the stairs from second to third floor, making two exits 
from each floor, instead of, as at present, thr
e exits from first floor and only one from 
third floor. 
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On a lme with the columns in centre of present School Room, form a partition ceil- 
ing up to the heights of the back of Seats, and hanging sliding Black
boards, with sash 
above same. On a line with present rear wall of ,School Room, form a partition of sliding 
sash doors; half-way between same and front wall of School Room form same, dividing 
each floor into five grade-rooms, one 13 feet by 45 feet 6, inches, and four 20 feet oy 24 
feet. By f'liding the Black-boards up, and sliding the partition sash doors to sjde wa1l3, 
the five rooms are converted into one large one. 


EnLS uF OVERCROWDED SCHOOL:S. 


One of the evils in our Educational System is the overcrowding of Schools. Seventy, 
or eighty, children are frequently put into a Room which could accommodate only half 
the number comfortably, and here they are confined six hours each day for th
 entire 
Term. The considerations which should i,nduce a different arrangement are many and 
practical. Let us look at some of them. 
1. Health.-
Iany, nay most, of the primal laws of Physiology are daily violated; 
fresh Air cannot ,be supplied in sufficient quantities for so many beings; the limbs of 
the Scholars are cramped into unnatural iPositions, and the amount of animal heat evolyed 
is both uncomfortable and unhealthy. It is true some rugged constitutions may pass 
through with little injury, but think of the frail ones! In many instances the seeds of 
disease are so.wn in School, and a life of suffering is the consequence. 
2. Cleanliness.-The Mother's parthig injunction in the morning usually is, "Now, 
keep your clothes clean." In a closely-crowded School House,-not too clean in itself,- 
it is difficult to do so. 


H YGIENE I
 SCHOOL AND SCHOOL HABITS. 


The Visitor to an average Primary School can hardly fail to notice the violation 
of certain very plain rules of health, 'by both Teacher and Pupils. The air,-especially 
near the close of the day, when it sometimes becomes almost pestilential,-indicates a 
sad lack 'Of Ventilation and much uncleanliness of person and clothing. The dietetic 
habits of the children will inevita'bly attract attention. They eat before School, at recess. 
after School, sometimes during School hours,-eat pies, doughnuts, fried meat, and 
other heavy, indigesUble food, sure to ruin the health early, or late. 


EFFECTS OF YITIATED Am IK SCHOOL HOl'SJ
S. 


Sad revelations have been made in New York City in regard to the vitiated atmo- 
sphere of a large proportion of the Pu'blic Schools. What is true there is true elsewhere 
and in Canada. The results of Official inspection seem aIIl1Ply to justify this alarm. In 
several School Rooms the Air has yielded to analysis nine times the allowable amount 
of carbonic acid, to which must 'be added the accompanying and deadly organic impuritieg 
which cannot so easily be measured. The lack of any efficient means of Ventilation, and 
the overcrowding of the Rooms, have occasioned this impure air. 
This should be a timely reminder to us to look to the ventilation of our Schoo.l Houscs. 
There are too many of them disease-traps, into which we force onr children. In very 
many of our School Rooms no pretence is made of any ventilating Apparatus except 
the Windows, which are worse than useless. But even when, 'With the 'best intentions. 
ventilating flues are provided, these are generally utterly inefficient. This has been 
often proved; and re-affirmed, after careful trials, in the late New York official Reports. 
In connection with every flue there must be artificial appliances for compelling the an' 
to rise. Only two kinds of aiPpliances are known :-Revolving turrets or similar 
mechanical contrivances at the top of the flue; or some slight heating arrangement at 
its bottom, to ,warm and rarefy the air. A very simple and absolutely successful plan 
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is to conduct a small pipe through the main ventilating flue, which shall act as a draught- 
pipe, to a small stove in the basement, as only the slightest increase of temperature is 
needed to start the current. Let our School Trustees look to this matter; now that they 
force children into our Schools, we are doubly res-ponsible for the air we furnish them. 


CAN THE REGrLATIONS IN REGARD TO SCHOOL ACCOl\fUODATION 
BE ENFORCED? 


The question of the .authoritr of the Chief ,superintendent to enforce the 
Regulation in regard to "School House ACiOOmmodation," having been asked by 
a School Inspector, the Chief Superintendent submitted the matter to the AtOOrney- 
General. His reply was as follows: 


.. It is not in regard to the style of the School !Houses, whether they be Log, Frame, 
Brick, or Stone . . . but it is where the assessed property and circumstances of the 
people in a School Section show that they are able to comply with the requirements of 
the School Act and that the Trustees refuse to do so, that you can enforce it, for the 
protection and benefit of the children IWho are entitled to attend the School, so that they 
shall not /be excluded from it for want of room, or be /packed In it like cattle in a Rail- 
road Car, or be deprived of the requisite Seats to sit on, or the requisite Desks on which 
to write, or shiver with the cold, or be rained or snowed upon for want of proper cover- 
ing and enclosure in the ISchool House. Adequate accommodations of a School House, 
therefore, include, of course, the Furniture proper for children to have, and Room for 
study and recitation, as well as proteotion from Oold, Snow, and Rain, that they may 
learn,-as adequate accommodations of a dwelling house include the Room and Furnl. 
ture needful for the comfort of a family." 
The patriotic intentions of the Legislature, whose Act is an embodiment of the will 
of the Canadian people, must not, therefore, 'be contravened by the misguided selfishnesa 
of the few, or many, persons in any neighbourhood. 
The people at large, through their Representatives in the Legislature, have declared 
a Free School for every child In the land, and that every child shall enjoy that right; 
and no individual, or neighlbourhood, shall be allowed to counteract the will of the 
Province in a maHer of declared national interest and importance. 
It will thus 'be seen, !by the opinion of the Honourable the AttorneY..IGeneral, that 
it is my duty to enforce the School Act of 1871 in regard to School Accommodation, 
and that in doing so I am to take into consideration the dimensions of the School Housel 
for a given number of children in each case. 
n is my opinion that the dimensions of School Houses for a given number of 
children, as recommended by the Council of Public Instruction, being much less than 
the dimensions required by law In England, Nova Scotia, and the State of New York. 
are the least that should !be required In this ,Province; and I, therefore, desire that you, 
8:8 Inspeotor, will so decide, and report accordingly. 


ToRONTO, 24th October, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


THE DESIRABILITY AND PRACTICAIJ IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOL 
ROOM DECORATION. 


There are two questions connected with the subject of popular education, 
which many thoughtful persons, in various countries, feel have not been satisfac- 
torily solved, as the result of intel1ectual training and the acquisition of the varied 
knowledge imparted in the Schools. These two subjects have to do with daily life 
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of the young in the practice of politeness and courtesy, and with the cultivaiton 
by them of refinement and taste. These defects, 'as the apparent results of the 
School life of the present day, are held by leading Educationists to be largely due, 
not more to want of home discipline and training than to the uninteresting sur- 
roundings of the School House and the baldness of the unceasing, yet necessary, 
routine of the School Room. Hitherto, as a rule, there has been no counteracting 
social or athletic element introduced into the Schools (except in one or two cities 
and towns,) which would take the mind of the child off the monotony of the 
School Room and its daily ment.al strain and toil. Hence, in the more advanceà 
educating Countries, especially in the K ew Engl-and and North Eastern and N ortll 
Western States, nearby, the subject has been pressed upon the attention of the 
more prominent Educationists, who have sought to find a plea.sant and yet prac- 
tical, solution of the difficulty. They wisely considered the fact that while up to 
a certain age children were generally indifferent to or insensible of the surround- 
ings of their School life, yet after that period of indifference had passed, an in- 
stinctive desire for variety, or a change in their surroundings would come naturally 
to them. To meet this new feeling, it was held that something attractive should 
be presented to the eye in the School Room, that would awaken curiosity and, after 
a while, stimulate a desire to know all about the pleasant object on which the eye 
rested day after day. Thus the decoration of School Rooms originated, and it W8ß 
soon felt to be a most desirable and practical way of giving an additional interest 
to the School and to School life. 
If in merely Elementary Schools an attractive picture, or two, was hung upon 
the walls; and in the 1righer School a piece of Statuary, or something of the antique, 
was added, so that when once curiosity was awakened, a desire to know something 
of the antique would also be felt. 
R.arely, if ever, is there anything attractive hung on the walls of our rural 
School Rooms which would create an active desire for the beautiful, or artistic, or 
which would produce a refining and elevating influence upon the minds of the 
young who resort thither. 
Great improvement is, no doubt, discernible of late years in the character and 
surroundings of the rural School Houses, and, in many cases, in their well-kept 
grounds. But, as a general rule, beyond the ordinary appliances for teaching. 
the School-room walls, in most cases, are bare of everything that would excite any 
special interest in the young, or call forth either patriotic feeling, or enthusiasm 
in our national affairs, or even in our local Canadian History. During a recent 
visit to New England, I was greatly impressed, as well as interested, in finding 
that this state of affairs was not permitted to exist among our neighbours. There, 
every effort, of late years, has been made to interest children,-through their 
senses,-in regard to the more notable events, illustrative of the early history of 
the United States. Arrangements have been made largely in Boston, but also in 
New York, and elsewhere, for the production of striking lithographs, engraved 
prints .and large photographs, designed tü emphagize momentous and memorabJe 
events in the National History of the American people on the minds of the larger 
Scholars, especially in regard to their )Iilitary History and the Revolutionary War, 
and 'also in regard to the War of 1812. 
It had occurred to me that, with the aid of our now numerous local Historical 
Societies, the subject of School Room Decoration, with national and Patriotic 
Pictures, might be most effectively brought before the people of Canada, BO that 
we, too, might have our School-Rooms decorated with patriotic pictures, illustrative 
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of our National and Provincial histories, but, as a rule, while appreciating the 
movement no special effort has been made by any of these Societies to give shape 
and life to the movement itself. I, therefore, desire to enlist the co-operation of 
the Hi:::;torical Societies, and espeeially the practieal and hearty sympathy of, and 
the endorsement of the subject of School-Room Decoration by the 'Voman's Coun- 
cil of the Dominion, in the hope that the result will be in the highest degree satis- 
factory and helpful to the cause. 
As to the n
lÌure of the decoration of ordinary 
chool- Rooms, we might, for 
instance, instead of the portrait of Uenrral George 'Vashington, (as in the United 
States Bchools), have in our schools that of H ('1' late 1\1ost Gracious :U ajes'ty the 
Queen; instead of the Dedaration ()f Indepelldelwe, we might have our Magna 
Charta, printed in clear type; instead of the signing of the Deell3rati'On of Inde- 
pendence, we might hav,e a fine picture of King John, signing the Charter, in pres- 

nce of his Barons; instead of Paul Rey'cre's famous Hule, we might hav a pic- 
[TIre of )Irs. Secord's notable ,r alk through the 'Yüods and past the Sentries to 
warn Col. Fitzgibbon of the coming enemy; f,or the "Surrender of BurgoJ'Ile" 
and Cornwallis, we might ha,-e a pictur'E' of the Surrender of Hull at Dchoit; and 
pictures of the hel'oine ()f YeITheres and 'Of the Holding of the Palisaded Fort by 
the" Heroes of the Longue 
aul1," or of tlle Defence of f'laint .10hn, K,pw Bruns- 
wick, by 'Iadame la Tour, etcetera. Such national and patriotic pictures mig'ìlt 
be multiplied indefinitely if there was a dem
nd for them. .Such picturp8, too, with 
those of the many Statues and l,fonuments in the Provinces, would excite the in- 
terest. and stimulate the curiosity of the l'arger seholars in the Schools. to know 
something about the matters which the pichues represent. It is now some time 
since Ameriean Educators began to consider the value of School-Room DeooratÏion. 
The came to rea]ize that with the extem:ion {)f School-Room Decoration came a 
fuller appreciaÜon of its imporlmlce as a fador in education. The picture was in 
itself an object l,esson and an in!'piration. 
I think that I have !'aid enough on ,this point to show how desirable it is to 
introduce into our Rehool-Room!" '!'imple and affrctiye decorati'on in the shape of 
national and patrio,tic pictures, illu
tratiYe of British and Oanadian History. 
I will oniy further adc1 that I han procured a number of illnstm.tions of Birds 
()f plumage and of coloured! pictures of North-\Vest Indiftns f.or a proposed publica- 
tion on School-Room Decoration. In that collection I have photographs of Oanadian 
Statues and Monuments ererkd in different part.s of the Domi'llion and e'l!'ewhere. 
The
e, with pictures inustmtiY'e .of Briti'sh history. would make. with the appro- 
priate letter-pres!', a most attractive compilation of ('anadia,n IIi!'iol'Y in brief, 
which might sene the double purpos,e of suggp..ting to School Trustees 'appropriate 
subjects for School-Hûom Decoration, and also að 'a Pictorial aiel to T<eacheI'is, in 
giving instruction in Canadian hi8't<>ry. 
rrhis matter of School Room Decoration has lately attraeted a good deal of 
attention among our neighbours in the United States. The Regents of the Uni- 
versity of the adjoining State of N pw York have, quite recently, published an 
elaborate Y olume of 430 pages, devoteò to the double subject of "Travelling Pic- 
tures and School Room Decoration." This volume contains about one hundred 
il1ustra
ive picturef!, rplating to Hidory, Art, etcetera. 
The subject of beautifying the S:chool Rooms in English Schools has also 
engaged the attention of practical educationists in England, and efforts are now 
being made to promote this movement generally by t.he introduction into theIr 
Schools of a series called the "Fitzroy Pictures." 
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] have made arrangements with the Grunk Trunk and Canadian Pacific Hail- 
way Companies. whereby the large pictures of various places in the Dominion, 
which these Companies have published, may be made available at small cost, by 
Trustees for School Hoom Decoration. 
Another effective form for :::llch decoration is the grouping together of a num- 
ber of the bird
 of life size, which are coloured from nature. I have already pro- 
cured about 300 of these pictures as samples. 
Coloured pictures of Inùians of the ,arious Tribes in the Xorth-"Test can' .also 
now be procured, and. as grouped. may be ma(le to present a very striking appear- 
ance. They might also be made the means of interesting children in Geographiral 
Lessons, relating to that part of our Dominion. 
Two very striking pictures in colours of. (1) the " Discovery of Lake Oham- 
plain," and (2) the" Battle of Queenston Ileightf" "-prepared by )Ir. J. D. Kelly 
of this city might be u
ed in 
rhool Room Decoration. 
I may 111Pntion alf"o, that. arising out of the notable historical event of the 
Ooronation of His 
[ajesty King Edward YII.. a numher of admirably coloured 
likenesses of the late King and of Queen 
\le
audra and King George and Queen 
Mary can now be procured, and made ayailable for School Boom Decoration. 


OBJECTIOXS TO 'THE HEYEHEXD nOrTOn RYEHSOX'S BOOK ON 
CHRISTL\X )IORALS; THE HEVEnE
D DOCTOH 'YAYLX:\T'Ð'S 
)IOR_-\L SCIENCE AX _\LTERXATI VE. 


The Reverend Doctor Hyerson's work on Chri
tian Morals, having been sub- 
mitted for the consideration of the Council of Public Instrurtion on the 6th of 
November, 1871, it was,- 
Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee 
onsisting of the Very Reverend Dean 
Grasett, the Reverend Doctor Jennings, and the Honourable William McMaster, with 
the request that they will report on the same at the next Meeting. 


At a Meeting of the Council of Public Instruction on tlle 13th of November, 
1871, the Chairman reported that the ::;pecial Committee had considered the Book 
on Christian )Ioralf", by the Reyerend Doctor Ryerson, and rN'ommended it for 
the sanction of the Counril, f"ubject to the cOllò.itions imposed by the Statute with 
respect to Religious Instruction. 
Ordered, That the Council having examined the First Lessons on Christian Morals 
for Canadian Families and Schools, by the Reverend Egerton Ryerson, D.D., LL.D. 
recommended it for use, as designed, .. In -Canadian Families and Schools," with the 
proviso, in the case or' Schools, (as contained in the Consolidated School Act), that: 
II No person shall requiré any Pupil in any School to read, or 8'tudy, in, or from, any 
Rellgious Book, or to join in any exercise of Devotion, or Religion, objected to 'by his, 
or her, Parents, or Guardians, but, 'Within this limitation, Pupils shall be allowed to 
receive such Religious Instruction as their Parents and Guardians desire, -according to 
any General Regulations provided for the Government of Common Schools." 


THE REVEREND \VILLIAM RTEWART TO THE HONorRABLE EDWARD BLAKE, 
PRE'lnm. 


I beg to enclose a Memorial to His Excellency-in-Council, in reference to the School 
Book entitled .. Christian IMorals." It has been signed Iby fifty different Ministers of 
IV.-20 
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seven, or eight, Religious Denominations in Ontario. Trusting that the prayer of the 
Memorial may be graciously answered, and wishing yourself and Colleagues all wisdom 
In the discharge of your onerous and responsible duties. 


TORONTO, March 12th, 1872. 


WILLIAM S'rE\VAR'I'. 


ENCLOSURE: MEMORIAL TO HIS EXCELLENCY, WILLIAM PEARCE HOWLAND, 'LIEUTENANT- 
GoVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO IN COUNCIL. 


The Memo1"ial of the undersigned Ministers of the Gospel of various Denominations 01 
Christians, respectfully sheweth: 
That a. School Book, entitled "First Lessons in 'Christian Morals," has .been pub- 
lished by the Reverend Doctor Ryerson, and authorized by the Council of Public Instruc- 
tion for use in the Pu'blic Schools in Ontario. 
That, in the opinion of your .Memorialists, the said Book contains sentiments of a 
sectarian character, the introduction of which into our PUlblic Schools involves not only 
a gross violation of the rights of conscience, but also an entire su'bversion of the prin- 
ciple of Religious IE-quality on which our system of Education is founded. 
Wherefore, your Memorialists humbly pray that Your Excellency-in-Council will be 
pleased to adopt measures as will prevent the furt-her use of this Text Book in the 
Public Schools of the Province. 


Signed by 13 Baptist lMinister
. 1 Evangelic Minister 
7 Congregational Ministers. 3 Methodist Ministers. 
5 Presbyterian MinIsters. 1 Roman Catholic Minister. 
3 Presbyterian Church of .scotland Ministers. 


An additional Memorial, dated 9th April, was 


,Signed /by 28 Baptist Ministers. 
4 Methodist Ministers. 


1 Congregational Minister. 
7 Ministers of the Gospel, London. 


OPINIONS OF '.rHE PRESS ON THE REVEREND DOCTOR RYERSON'S FIRST LESSONS IN 
CHRISTIAN }.{ORALS. * 


First Lessons In 'Christian Morals; for Canadian Families and tSchools. ,By Egerton 
Ryerson, D.D., LL.D.. (Toronto: Copp, Clark & Co.)-Is (published by authorit
. of the 
Council of Public Instruction for Ontario. It is no easy thing to prepare a Book of 
Religious Instruction which wilI be generally acceptable to the different Communions 
represented in the Schools of thIs Country, yet the Chief Superintendent in this little 
Book has successfuIly accomplished thIs diIDcult task. He has given a large amount of 
definite religious teaching whIch cannot but exercise a wholesome influence on the Pupils 
who receive instruction therefrom. It is not t3. Book to be committed to memory, but 
rather one which the Pupils may carefully read, and upon the general teaching of whIch 
they may be examIned. The Members of the ,Church will, of course, bear in mind that 
thIs Book does not profess to be a full and complete course of instruction, and will. 
therefore, supplement its teachIng by requIring their children to commit accurately to 
memory the Church Catechism, and giving them such explanations of this admirable 
lummary of necessary truth that they will be well grounded In the faith, and able to 
gIve to every man a reason of the hope that Is in them. If our Church people wlll thus 
traIn their children In those distinctive principles of the Church which have been 


-These opinions of the representative Press are In strong contrast to the opinions ex- 
preøseð by the signers of the Memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor on the merits of the 
book on Christian Morals. 
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handed down to us from the earliest days, they will find in these .. First Lessons in 
Christian Morals" useful explanations of man)" practical duties which are too lliUCi1 
forgotten in the present day. And while the children at the Public Schools are taught 
those general principles of faith and .practice which all acknowledge, at their homes 
and in the Sunday School, the Parents, Sponsors and Teachers will give them further 
teaching in those divine truths which we hold dear, but which could not ,be eXfPressed in 
a work intended for all Christian 'bodies in common. With this restriction we commend 
the work to the public, in the assurance that it will be the means of great usefulness 
to the children of our Public Schools, and that it will in no small degree meet the 
demands of those who have advocated Religious Instruction in our Educational Inst1- 
tutions.-Church Herald, December 21st, 1871. 
The object of this Treatise is to supply for our Public Schools a Te:\.t Book con. 
taining the elements of moral and Christian truth. We have perused it with a good 
degree of interest and pleasure, and regard it as, on the whole, a safe and useful Hand 
Book of Religious Instruction. There can be no doubt that it will supply a want that 
has 'long been felt in our Common School System. We rejoice that its venerable Author 
Is spared to bring forth fruit like this in.a green old age; and we have good hope for 
the future of our Country, if the minds of the rising generation are imbued with the 
Important truths contained in this valuable little work, which gives evidence of wide 
research, vigorous thought, and judicious arrangement.-Canadian Baptist, January 
11th, 1872. 


This Book is one of the series of School Books authorized by the Council of Public 
Instruction for the use of Schools. 'It contains a comprehensive but condensed sum- 
mary of the leading principles of Christian morals, in the form of question and answer, 
and will be found to contain in an abbreviated form the substance of much larger works. 
As far as we have found time to examine, the definitions are of an unexceptionable 
character, 'being based upon the teaching of Holy Scripture.-Christian Gua1"dimz. 20m 
December, 1871. 


We hail this Book from the pen of Canada's veteran Educator and Divine, as filling 
an important place in our" Canadian Series of School Books." We regard that kind. 
of education which cultivates only the intellect, leaving the heart and conscience un- 
touched, as fundamentally defective; and we are glad that a Text IBook has been pre- 
pared, which, while carefully avoiding even the appearance of sectarian teaching, 
presents the grand obligations of Christian morality in a light both clear and strong. 
We hope Doctor Ryerson's little Manual will1be introduced forthwith into all our Schools. 
-Pure Gold, January 5th, 1872. 


THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY TO THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOX. 


I am commanded to acquaint the Council of Public Instruction that it has 'been 
represented to the Government by a large number of Ministers of the Gospel of various 
Denominations that the Book called .. First Lessons in Christian Morals" contained 
lIentiments of a sectarian character, and is not suita'ble for use In the Public Schools. 
I am to request that the Council wiII furnish me with any information which It 
may deem useful in reference to these representations. 


TORONTO, 8th April, 1872. 


I. R. ECKART, Acting Assistant Secretarll. 


THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 8th instant, 
Btating that "It has been represented to the Government by a large numlber of MlnlBten 
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of the Gospel of various Denominations that the Book called · First Lessons in Christian 
Mora]s' contains sentiments of a sectarian character, and is not suitable for use in 
Public Schoo]s;" and :rou request that the Council will furnish :you with any informatioJl 
which it may deem useful in reference to these representations. 
Your Letter will be laid before the Council. As I am the Author of the Book 
referred to, it will, of course, be expected that I should prepare any detai1ed information 
in respect to parts of the -Book objected to; but it is impossiJb]e for me, or any other 
person, to do this, without knowing what iparts, or passages, of the Book are objected to. 
in the Letters to which you refer. Of the Members, of the Council who recommended 
it were two Clergymen of the Church of England, and two Clergymen of the Unitp.d 
Pres
)yterian Church, and one Member of the Baptist Church; they recommended the 
Bool{ as adapted to supply an acknowledged want in our Public 'Schools, and as con- 
taining nothing in any sense to which the term se.ctarian is Qrdinarily applied. Until 
some information is given as to the passages objected to as sectarian, I do not see how 
any such information as you desire can be given. 


TORONTO, 10th April, 1872. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


TIlE COFXCIL OF PUBLIC I NSTIWCTWN TO TIII
 rHOnXCIAJ
 SECRETARY. 


The Council of PUlblic Instruction acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 
8th instant, stating that it has been represented to the Government by a large number 
of Ministers of the -Gospel of various Denominations that the Book called" First Lessons 
in Christian ::\Iorals:' contained sentiments of a sectarian character, and is not suitable 
for use in Public Schools. 
In repl:r the Council of Public Instruction desires to submit the following remarks: 
1. The Council is charged in the Memorial with having done that which .. involvea 
not only gross violation of the rights of conscience, but also an entire subversion of the 
principle of Religious Equality on which our System of -Education is founded." But 
not a single specification of this grave charge is given; not a single reason assigned for 
it; not a single fact adduced in support of it. It is simply said to 'be .. the opinion of 
your )Iemorialists," 
2. Xow the Council only asks what is the acknowledged right of the worst criminal 
arraigned in a Court of Justice when it asks that its accusers shall give specifications 
of their charge and the reasons, or evidence, of such specifications. 
3. The Council has made the Regulations in regard 'both to Religious and General 
Instruction, and selected the Books used for these purposes during a period of twenty
 
six :rears, founding and developing our System of Public Education from the .beginning; 
its acts and whole po1icy have been sanctioned, without a single exception, by successive 
Parliaments and Administrations of Government, during more than a quarter of a 
century. Never before has the Council been charged with .. a gross violation of the 
rights of conscience," and an entire subversion of the principle" of Religious Equality." 
The Council denies the charge in toto, and asks that its accusers may be required to 
adduce the proofs, if they have any, on which they have made such a charge. 
4. In the Memorial it is stated to be the .. opinion" of the Memorialists that the 
Book entitled .. First Lessons in Christian Morals" contains sentiments of a sectarian 
character. What is meant -by the word" sectarian" the accusers of the Council do not- 
state; but the Council is sure that the Book does not contain sentiments peculiar to any 
one Sect. 
The Council consists of Mem1bers connected with the Denominations embracing the 
great majority of the population fo.r the moral instruction of whose youth the Book 
bas been recommended; and the Council believes that the sentiments of the Book are 
common to those Denominations, and are, therefore, not of .. a sectarian character." 
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The Author of the Book says, in the Prefatoq Notice. ,. that he has endeavoured 
to present subjects in harmony with all Religious Persuasions who receive the Bible as 
the rule of their faith and practice, and Jesus Christ as the only foundation of thc>ir 
hopes of eternal life." This Prefatory avo,wal, the Council believes, has been faithfullY 
and successfully carried out in the preparation of the Sook. For those who do not 
receive the Bi'ble as the rule of their faith and practice, and who do not rely on Jesus 
Christ alone as the found.ation of their hopes of eternal life, the Book was never 
intended. The Council, believing that a large majority of the supporters of Public 
Schools entertain these views, has recommended, (not prescri'bed), the Book for the 
instruction, one hour in a week, of their children during the fourth and fifth years of 
their attendance at School, so far as their TrusteEs and Parents may desire to have 
such instruction given to them. 
How this "violatEs the rights of conscience" and .. subverts tlw principle of 
Religious E.quality" in regard to those Parents, or Trustees, "ho may not (aa 
authorized by the School Act), desire instruction in Christian 1\10rals to be given to 
their children, the Council cannot underst.and, and leaves it for the accusers of the 
Council to explain. 
5. On the subject general\y, the Counci1 desires to remark that the principle of 
religious exercises tmd instruction has been recognized in our System of Public Schoo13 
from the beginning. 
The very first provisions on this su'bject commence with the declaration that:- 
.. As Christianity is the basis of our whole system of elementary education, that 
principle should pervade it throughout." Accordingly the 13th Section of the School 
Act of 1850, (a Section perpetuated in the 129th Section 'Ûf the Consolidated Public 
School Act), 'Provides that" No person shall require any Pupi1 in any School to read. 
or study fro
n, any Religious Book, or join in any exercise of Devotion, or Religion, 
objected to by his, or her, Parents or Guardians; but, with this limitation, Pupils shall 
be allowed to receive such Religious Instruction as their Parents, or Guardians, desirè, 
according to any general Regulations provided for the Government of Public Schools. 
6. In accordance with this principle and provision of the Law, the Council hag 
rE'commended the reading of a portion of the Holy Scriptures and Prayers daily in each 
St:hool, and prepared and recommended forms of Prayers, for those who might prefer 
usL"g them to other Prayers, or forms of Prayer. The Council has also recommendetI 
three Books of Religious Instruction,-two entitled .. 'Scripture Lessons," and the other 
entitled .. Lessons on the Truth of Christianity," all :Books on the authorized list o! 
Text Books of the National Board of Education in Ireland. Each of these Books is 
more \oluminous than the single Book entitled: .. First Lessons in Christian 
Iorals:' 
It was found impracticaoble and expensive to use so many Books on the subject, 
and this one was prepared as the sU l bstitl1te for these three. 
7. It deserves remark and remembrance that, when the daily .reading of a portion 
of Scripture was recommended in the Puþlic Schools, the late lamented Roman Catholic 
Bishop Power was a Member and permanent Chairman of the Council. 
On the subject of reading the Scriptures in the Pulblic .schools being submitted, he 
said,-" I cannot, on principle, approve of this; for my Church does not recognize the 
indiscriminate reading of the IScriptures, but as the Law protects each child from join- 
ing in any exercise of devotion, or studying, or reading in, or from any religious Book 
objected to by his, or her, Parents, or Guardians, and as 1 do not wish to jnterfere with 
the liberty of PIotestants, although I cannot, on principle, approve of the Regulation 
recommending the reading of the Scriptures in the Schools, I will not object to it." 
8. The enlightened liberality of th8 late Roman Catholic Bishop Power, and his 
regard for the liberty of others, contrasts nobly with the nHberality of the signers of 
the Memorial, who demand the prohibition of the use of a Book by others which they 
do not wish to use themselves. The Council submits that the .. rights of conscience" 
and" the principle of Religious Equality" appertain as sacredly to those who wish their 
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chiJdren to be instructed from a work on .. Christian Morals," as to those who do not 
wish any such instruction to be given to their chilldren in the Public Schools, especially 
as the rights of such persons are so effectually guarded in the School Act. 
9. The Council has never prescribed anything on the subject of Devotional Exer- 
ciseß, or the reading of the Scrip.tures, or Religious Instruction; it has endeavoured to 
provide facilities for these purposes, and recommended them, appending to the word 
.. recommended" the definition that such exercises, or the use of such Book, or Books. 
were at the option of Trustees and Parents. This is the first instance, in the history 
of our School System, that the simple recommendation of the Council has ever 'been 
complained of, much less declared to be .. a gross violation of the rights of conscience" 
and .. an entire subversion of the principle of Religious Equality." The Council can 
scarcel
 conceive of any statements more groundless than such assertions under such 
circumstances. 
10. To meet any acknowledged want in one branch of our Public School Education 
for the elder Pupils of the Public Schools, the Author of the" First Lessons in Christian 
Moral8 ,. proposed to embody and arrange in a small Book, which, without entrenching 
upon the province of a Denominational Catechism, would include the principles and 
duties generally considered essential to Chris.tian Character and Duty. The successive 
Lessons of the Book, as they were printed on slips, were sent to the several Members ol 
the Coundl for their examination and suggestions or objections, if they had any to make. 
But, although the Book, when printed, was unanimously recommended by the 
CounciJ, yet no one felt himself thereby committed to every expression, or illustra- 
tion, employed, but simply to the general character and adoption of the Book, as the 
one Ibest calculated, within the knowledge of the Council, to imbue the minds of Senior 
PupiJs of thE' Public Schools with proper views of first truths and duties, and the grounds 
of them, before entering upon the ordinary duties of life. 
11. But if a mere assertion, without a word of explanation, or reason, to support it, 
made by any individual, or number of individuals, were sufficient ground for excluding 
any Book from the list of even permitted, or recommended, Books in the Public iSchools, 
then the Bible itself would ,be excluded from the Schools, as it is sectarian in the view 
of those who do not believe in its Divine authority, or in its Divine Author, and all 
School Readers would be excluded, as nearly if not quite everyone of them contains 
II sentiments of a sectarian character," according to the faith, or non-faith, of some 
parties. Upon the same ground, would Doctor Wayland's :Moral Science and Paley's 
Evidences of Christianity be excluded from the list of authorized Text Books in our 
Provlnèial University, as the former <<contains sentiments of a sectarian character," 
according to the views of numbers of individuals? 
12. The Council is persuaded that the Government will not, for a moment, sanction 
a demand so subversive of all justice between man and man, so fatal to all intellectual 
progress, so tyrannical on the one hand, and so anarchical on the other, and so entirely 
at variance with the usages of a11 Public Educational Institutions in a11 enlightened 
Countries. Every practical Educator and intelligent man knows that the whole of 
scarcel
' any historical or scientific Book is taught in a School, or College, and especially 
in regard to Books of Religious Instruction, Paragraphs, Pages, even ,Lessons, or Sec- 
tions, or Chapters, of which are passed over 'by Instructors, as not considered needful or 
appropriate to their own particular c13.Bses of Pupils. 
13. The Council submits that the Signers of the Memorial should not only specify 
wherein. and on what grounds, th{'y ('harge the Council with having recommended 8 
Book for the optional use of Trustees and Parents for the instruction of their children 
In Christian :\lora1s, but that they should also propose some Book in place of the one 
to which they object. 
But the Council desires to cherish and maintain a spirit of procedure as far as 
possible removed from the spirit of intolerance involved in the demand of the Signers 
of the 
lemoria1. The Council has, therefore, consented, at the earnest request of the 
Chief Superintendent, to recommend that. in addition to the optional use by Trustees 
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and Parents of the .. First Lessons in Christian Morals," Trustees and Parents shouJd 
also have the optional use of a Book of similar size, entitled II Elements of Moral Science," 
by the Reverend Doctor Wayland. 
14. Thus those parents who wish no Religious, or Moral, Instruction to be given 
to their children in the Public ISchools, can exercise their right of option in declining 
it; and those Parents who wish such instruction to .be given to their children can select 
Doctor Ryerson's .. First Lessons in Christian Morals," or Doctor Wayland's II First 
Elements of Moral Science." 
15. Thus, likewise, will the original and fundamental Christian basis of our School 
System be maintained, and Christianity pervade its character, in harmony with the 
widest exercise of the II rights of conscience," and the fullest practical recognition .. of 
the principle of Religious Equality on which our Eystem of Education is founded;" and 
which has ,been maintained inviolate in' the Regulations and Administration of the 
System during more than a quarter of a century. 


TORO:\'TO, April 29th, 187'2. 


ALEXA
DER MARLING, 
Clerk of the Council of Public Instruction. 


XOTE. As Doctor Ryerson wrote the preceding Letter to the Provincial Secre- 
tary, it is not necessary to reproduce here his more personal Letter on the subject, 
and which is printed on pages 206-'210 of the" Documentary History of Educatiol1 
in Upper Canada." 


ADDRESSES TO THE CHIEF SUPERIXTEXDEXT OF EDTTC't\TION 
FRO)! THE OFFICERS OF THE DEP \RT
fENT AND NOR1IAL 
AND )[ODEL SOHOOLS, 2-!TII :MARCH, 1873. 


The Reverend Doctor Ryerson having attained the age of threes.core years and 
ten on the 24th of 
!arch, 1873, received Addresses of congratulation from the 
Officers of the Eùucation Department, and from the 
taff of the Normal and :Model 
S
hools. The proceedings were of a private character, and were entirely unexpected 
by the Chi-eÍ Superintendent. He had been in the public service since the year 
1844. 


ADDRESSES FRO
I THE OFFICERS OF THE EDUCATION DEPART1IEXT. 


To the Reverend Egerton Ryerson, D.D., LL.D., Chief Superintendent of Education for 
Ontario: 
REvERExD tSIR.--The undersigned, who have had the honour of serving under you 
In the great work of devising, administering and endeavouring to perfect the details 
of our Provincial System of Education,-some of us for many years, others' for a shorter 
period,-are desirous of availing ourselves of this happy occasion of the Seventieth 
anniversary of your birth, in order to express the feelings of high respect and warm 
affection with which you are regarded by us. 
Your high character and your great public services to the Country have made the 
performance of our labours a matter of pride to ourselves as wen as a pleasing duty. 
The equable temper, the courteous demean our, and the impartial justice for which your 
Administration of the Department has been conspicuous, have always afforded encourage- 
ment to faithful exertion, and inspired confidence that, while there would be a little 
toleration for neglect of duty, there would be full appreciation of good service. 
It is our earnest hope and prayer, Reverend Sir, that you may long be spared to 
direct the affairs of the Department in which so many years of your valuable life have 
been spent. It has been your privilege to devote a ripened and matured experience, and 
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an extraoTdinary energy, to the work of fostering and promoting the intellectual wealth 
and the moral welfare of the youth of your native land. As you approach the evening 
of life you '" ill enjoy the reflection that, by Divine permission, and with the ready 
co-operation of the people, you have been enabled to lay a solid foundation for the future 
development of mental culture and true civilization in a noble Province. 
Among the many who will always hold your name in honour, be assured, Reverend 
Sir, that none will be more devoted than ourselves, and we now ,beg that y.ou will accept 
of our hearty wishes for your present and future happiness, and for many glad returns 
()f the day. 


J. GEORGE HODGI
S, Deputy Superintendent. 
* ALEXA:KDER MARLlXG, Senior Clerk and A.ceountant. 
*F. J. TAYLOR, Clerk of Statistics. 
* J. T. R. STI
SOX, Clerk of Reconls. 
tWo H. ATKIX:SON, Clerk of C01-respondence. 
tR. R. MANXERS. Assistant Clerk of Correspondence. 
tD. B. HEATH, Assistant Clerk of Records. 
tROLAND V,'nisTAXLEY, Junior Clerk. 
*JA;\1ES l\100RE, Messenger. 
*S. P. MAY, Clerk of Librari('s. 
*HEXRY M. WILKLXSOX, Depository Cashier and 
Assistant Clerk of Libraries. 
tGEORGE BARBER, Despatch Clerk. 
*F. Nt:'DEL, Clerk of Sales. 
R. J. BRYCE, Depository Assistant. 
S. A. MAY, Packing Room Assistant. 
A. O. P.UTLL. Junior Assistant. 
tA. DITCHBl-RN, Packer and Messenger. 
*WILLlA:\I LE:\[OX, Assistant Mcss('nger. 


...\DDRE:;S FllO:\I THE ST.\.FF OF XOll:\L\.L \SD )Ioor:r. 
CHOOL"", 


To the Reverend Egerton Ryersòn, D.D., LL.D., Chief 8uperintenclent of Education for 
the Province of Ontario. 
REVEREXD AND DEAR Sm,-It is with feeling of unfeigned pleasure that we, the 
T-eaching Staff of the Normal and Model .schools for Ontario, embrace this opportunity 
to offer you our congratulations upon your having reached your Seventieth Birthday. 
We congratulate you on the fact that although you have for so many years laboured in 
the cause of Education, and striven to bring the EducationallSystem of our Province to 
its present proud position, still the hand of time has dealt gently with you, and that: 
to-day you stand before us; II with strength unabated," in the full vigour of a green old 
age, an example of what may be achieved by perseverance in the path of duty. We 
rejoice to think that your right hand has not forgotten" its cunning," but that, if needs 
be, you still are able, as of old, to wield "the pen of a ready writer." 
The number of years during which we have acted under you as Chief Superinten- 
dent-most of us >Graduates of the Normal School-varies with each of us; but we all 
rejoke to think that so auspicious an occasion has been pr-esented to us for assuring you 
that, from the oldEst to the youngest in our several positions. we entertain the most 
kindly appreciation of all your efforts to raise the status of our profession generally, 
and of the many acts of kindness of which we may, from time to time, have been Indi- 
vidually the recipients. 
Once more, Reverend Sir, we tender you our heartiest congratulations, and beg 
that YOll will assure 1\1rs. R) erson also that her jo
 is not unshared by us. That you 


*Dpceased. tKot now in the Department. 
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may be spared for many years to preside over the education interests of the Province
 
and to administer counsel to ourselves and our Successors, is the hearty desire of us 
all, for we feel confident that, so long as your pand guides the helm, the welfare of the 
I\ormal and 
Iodel Schools will never be neglected. But should you see fit to lay aside 
the cares of office, and enjoy the evening of your days in retirement from the anxieties 
of official life, we feel that in no case can the maxim, "Finis 001'Onat OlntS," be more 
truly applied than in yours. 


Xormal School. 
.H. W. DAnEs, Principal. 
.JAMES CARLYLE, JIathematical Master. 
*THOMAS KIRKLAKD, Xatltral Scienc6 
Jfaster. 
*SA
IUEL CLARE, Teacher 01 Book-keeping 
and Writing. 
*'VII.LIA
I AR
ISTROXG, Drawing Master. 
*HENRY GOODWIX, Teachpr of Gymnastics 
and Calisthenics. 


Model School. 
tJA
IES L. Ht:'GIIES, Head Master. 
WILLlA1II SCOTT, First Assistant. 
tALEXAXDER 
ICPIIE[)l{AX, Second Assis- 
tant. 
tl\IARTHA CULLEN, Head 
lI1st1'ess. 
tLOCISA H. JONES, First Assistant. 
tANNA ADAMs, Second Assistant. 
tl\I. CARTER, Third Assistant. 


The 
\ddre-

e
 haying been read. Doctor Hyerson made a verbal reply to 1 he 
following pffert:- 



lIy Christian Friends of the Education Department and of the 1\'ormal and Modd 
Schools,-I am taken entirely by surprise; for among the last things that I had this 
day expected were the Addresses which you have just read, and I am entirely unpre- 
pared to address to you the grateful remarks which I might have made under othei" 
circumstances. The arrival to me of three score years and ten,-the highest period of 
existence which God has ordinarily granted to man,-has produced in my own mind 
feelings of deep solemnity, and has awakened thoughts similar to those of commencing 
a new state of existence. Among the most pleasing recollections of my past life are my 
official associations with you; in which associations I have never regarded you as 
Employés under me, but as Sons, and I may say of Daughters also, assisting me in a. 
great and good work,-and I can truly say that I have always endeavoured, in the tone 
and character of my intercourse with you, to make you all feel as Members of one 
Family, in each of whose individual welfare I took parental interest. I have had no 
favourites; not one of you owes his, or her, position to any feelings of peculiar par- 
tiality on my part, but to your own virtues, qualifications and merits; and it is to me a 
source of unalloyed satisfaction that I have been enabled so to conduct myself towards 
YOU as to ensure your individual confidence, respect and goodwill. I derive also peculiar 
satisfaction from the reflection that, while I have required from everyone of you a 
faithful discharge of your duties, I have had occasion in no single instance to administer 
reproof to any for impropriety or neglect of duty. I cannot expect always to occupy my 
present position. I do not desire any release from labour, although I sometimes desire 
a change of labour. But whether I remain at my present post for a longer, or shorter. 
period, it will be my aim in the future, as it has been in the past, to do all in my powe
 
to promote your indivi-dual success, comfort and usefulness. I regret beyond what I am 
able to express that I have not been able to accomplish for you all to which 
 believe 
your services and merits have given you a just claim; but I can assure you it bas not 
been for any want of effort on my part. I know that from this establishment, in its 
administration, and from its Normal and Model Schools, an influence has gone forth 
which is felt in the remotest parts of the Province; and I trust that the salutary influence 
of the past will be found only a faint emblem of that which wil1 be witnessed in the 


.Deceased tNot now connected with the Schools. 
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future throughout the length and breadth of the'land. I 'pray that the Divine protecti-on 
may continue over our work and over us individually; and while I most sincerely thank 
you for your kind congratulations, I feel no one circumstance more consoling, with the 
sense of advancing yea-rs, than the conscientiousness that afte-r so many years of official 
relations and united labour I enjoy your individual respect and goodwill. 


Y AIXDICTORY BY THE EDITOR OF THE" CANADIAN FREEMAN," TO THE CHIEF 
SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION, 1873. 
NOTE. During the many years the Separate School Question was being a sub- 
ject {)f discussion between the authorities of the Roman Catholic Church and tl:e 
Ohief Superintendent of Education, the Editor of the Gartadian Fl'eernan, an organ 
of that Church, took strong ground in favour of the Separate Schools and in oppo- 
sition to the views of the Chief Superintendent {)f Educ
tion on the subject. On 
his retirement from the EditorÏ'al Chair of the Canadian Freeman the Editor 
penned the following graceful valedictory, in which kindly ref<.'rence i::; maùe to the 
Chief Superintendent of Education:- 


As we are about relinquishing our connection with the Canadian Freeman News- 
paper, we would wish to part on friendly terms with all individuals of every Denomina- 
tion with whom we have come in editorial contact, or whom, as in duty bound, we have 
conscientiously differed from during our career as a journalist. We do not now, and 
never did, bear any malice against any person whatever, not even towards the proprietor 
of The Globe,. but it is impossible for the Editor of a Newspaper, especially a Newspaper 
representing a minority, to pursue his course without coming into collision with thosß 
holding opposite views. -Men in power are always, to the other side, intolerant. In 
this Country, at least, they represent, or are supposed to represent, the majority; those 
who dissent from their p-eculiar views must fight an uphill battle; the crowd is against 
them, as the Jews of old opposed Christ, and the upholders of the Roman Empire His 
followers. But the Church to which we have the happiness to belong teaches charity; 
it says, .. Love your enemies," on matters of conscience do not give away an inch, main- 
tain your Tights, even should those enemies insist that "We will have no king but 
Cresar." Before relinquishing the editorial pen, theref.ore, we should like to say a few 
words on a Gentleman w.hom we have for years steadfastly opposed, and whose opinions 
on many, but especially educational, matters, 'We have strenuously combated, and never- 
theless have in a certain sense admired, and would, were he aught Ibut Chief Superin. 
tendent of Education, hold in the highest esteem. 
We maintain certain views on the subject of Education; we believe that when our 
Lord uttered His command, .. 'Go, teach all nations," He intended that those words should 
be taken in the fullest sense. You cannot bring up a youth in a Protestant, or non- 
Catholic, School, and expect that youth to be a firm believer in the Catholic faith. His- 
tory, Morals, Geography,-everything is taught from a Protestant standpoint, and, of 
course,- the result must be that the Boy on reaching manhood will view everything 
through Protestant spectacles. The WISEst of men has stated that a child will go as he 
is trained up. The same effect, therefore, is produced in a Catholic ,School or in a Pagan 
School, as to Catholic, {)Ir Pagan, principles. The Church alone in Christian Countries 
teachEs with an infallible voice. On matters of faith she cannot 'err, and is quite likely 
to be right on educational or other things. This is our belief, therefore we hold it as a 
sine qua non that a Catholic 
hild. where poosible, should be reared up and receive its 
training in faith and morals, and on all subjects of learning, in a Catholic School, and 
under the supervision of the Priesthood. In this view we differ completely from our 
venerable Opponent, the Chief Superintendent of Education. 
The Reverend Egerton Ryerson holds what the civilization of this age terms 
.. Uberal" views; he advocates the advancement of the masses, or educating everyone, 
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no matter what his position in society may be. The best part of an eventful life has 
been devoted by him to carry out his peculiar opinions on this subject. He is essentially 
a man of one idea, and he is a very determined, resolute and per
onall
 courageous 
person. It is individuals of his stamp who have made their mark in the world. As to 
politics he has really none, but in free thought, in educating the masses, he doe
 believe. 
From the various Educational Systems of constitutional England, despotic Prussia, 
republican America, Holland, Ireland and Scotland, with the assistance of his own 
powerful intellect, he has perfected a plan, according to non-Catholic ideas, alJ. improve- 
ment on all of them, maintaining their best, rejecting their worst features. He has been 
assailed by various Denominations and classes òf our citizens, by dissatisfied Freeholders, 
by childless Ratepayers, by representatives of Churches, by Grit and -Conservative News- 
papers, by politicians and by Administrations holding the most opposite view
. and yet 
he has managed to stand his ground, and not only this, but to enforce his educational 
opinions on the great majority of the people of this Province. At one time he i
 reported 
by a Tory Governor as .. a dangerous man," and a certain Toronto journal has pursued 
him with fierce malignity for years, and all kinds of politicians have at different periods 
attacked him in the bitterest way, and yet Egerton Ryerson has triumphed, and is at 
this day, in I?pite of all opposition, the great and successful Vindicator of free, universal 
education. This is the man whom Governments do not care to interfere with, and who 

annot be crushed; who, in spite of his seventy years, is still as fresh and vigorous as 
ever, and as ready, in defence of his ideas, to smite his enemies "hip and thigh," either 
through a public journal, or in a pamphlet of 365 pages. During our entire career we 
,have opposed the Doctor; but we are fully aware how difficult it is to make headway 
against a man of his ability, holding but one idea and resolved to win. W-e have often 
wished that a Ryerson would present himself as a representative of our Catholic masses, 
to fight as determinedly for us as he has for his Protestant fellow-countrymen, a man 
who would endeavour, under all circumstances, to procure what his Eminence Cardinal 
Cullen and the Irish Hierarchy are now labouring to attain, a Catholic, purely Catholic, 
education for Catholic people. 
Secular Instruction, in spite of all that has been said to the contrary, does not do 
away with crime; if, however, combined with religious teaching, it certainly does. An 
educated rascal is infinitely more depraved and bad than an illiterate evil doer. To 
make a man Christian, you must rear ,him up in Christian principles. otherwise it will 
require a miracle, or direct action on the part of God, to convert him; therefore, the 
first and most essential point in educating is to lay the foundation on the s'ure basis 01 
Catholicity; after this, teach anything you please, provided It is not opposed to the 
religion of Christ. The Doctor's pet theory is non-religious instruction at School. 
Religious ditto at home, which would, of course, answer were all Paren
 equally well 
Informed; but suppose, as is frequently the case, that the Parent, although sufficiently 
well grounded in his own faith, has not the gift of -being able to instruct others, then 
the superiority of our system is shown, as the School supplies the deficiency Faith 
first is our motto, and better an illiterate lout of the lowest class who bas faith, than 
the most accomplished and refined of aristocrats without it. The ordinar
 godless School 
will train up an amiable, and may be even learned, person, but if moral and the possessor 
of lofty principles, it is not from love of his Creator. We might hold forth on this suo.. 
ject to an indefinite extent, did time or space permit. The Canadian Freeman has always 
been, to the best of our humble ahilities, a consistent advocate of Catholic education, 
and in retiring from its management \\ e would, as previously srated, wish to offer the right 
hand of fellowship to all we have encountered, either lukewarm friends or foes, to part 
on amicable terms with all from whom we have differed. Foremost among these is the 
Chipf Superintendent of Education, and we have therefore devoted this. our last article, 
to him. 'Ve have written column upon column against him for the past fifteen years. 
We have tried with all our might to put him down, and yet he is a man for whose talenB, 
resolution and dogged perseverance we have the highest respect, for who::;t COllrtt'sy and 
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gentlemanly bearing towards our co-religionists we offer our acknowledgments, and for 
whom the Protestant people of this Province will, at some not very distant period, do 
what a learned American historian stated the Korth West would do for Marquette, .. build 
his monument." 


" 


CORHESPOXDEXCE \YITH ArrrOH
EY-GENKlL\.L :MO\VAT O
 THE 
COF
CIL OF IXSTHucrrIO
 BILL OF 1873. 


During the early part of ] 8ì -t a good deal of Corre
pondence took placc be-. 
tween the Chief Supcrintendcnt of Edueation and Attorney-Gener,al ::\fowat on 
Administration details. In rcgard to the Council of Public Instruction Bill, l\Ir. 
:Mowat wrote to the Chief Superintendent as follows:- 


In addition to the changes mentioned in the School Bill, as sent to you, I desire the 
following, which have occurred to me on looking over the Bill again. Read the Section 
15 thus:- 
" Four of the present Members, not including the Chief Superintendent of Education, 
or, in his absence, the Deputy Superintendent, to be determined," (as in the Bill). 
Substitute for Section 18 the following words:-" One person may be elected to thð 
Council of Public Instruction yearly by the -Council of tTniversity Colle.ge, and one by 
"very Academic Body in Ontario possessing University powers." 


TORO:"TO, January 31st, 18'14. 


OUH'R 1\]0\\, AT. 


ATTOTINEy-(iExmuL )10\\".\.'1' TO TIlE DEPCTY 
kl'EIU,TEXDEKT 01.' EDUCATION. 


I return you the revise of the School Bill, with some verbal alterations. You win 
Bee that I have concurred in most of the new matter which you have introduced into, 
the Bill-although not in all. 


TOUOXTO, January 31st, 1874. 


Ouvlm l\Iow AT. 


ATTOHXEy-GEXEH.H
 l\JOW:\T TO TIII
 CHIEF SUPEHIKTExnEKT 01" EnUCATION. 


I send you a proof of the Bill respecting Industrial Schools. If you think that th
 
Bill will answer the purpose, I would like to put it through this Session. It would l1e 
a pity to delay even for a single year securing whatever advantages Industrial Schools 
mHY afford. Be good enough, therefore, to send me a l\I-emorandum in regard to the 
Bill. 
TOROXTO, February 2nd, 1874. OLIVER MOWAT. 


TIlE CUIE!;' S('PEnIXTE
DEN'T OF Enur'ATIOX TO ATTOllN.Ey-<iEKEIL\L .MOW.\'.r. 


I have now carefully considered all the modifications proposed in the amended SchoJl 
Bill; and I think it but just to say that I not only concur in its provisions, but anticipate 
that the Bill, if it becomes an Act, will constitute an epoch in the improvement of our 
School System and the improvement of the Schools. You have devoted more time and 
labour to the subject than any public man with whom I have had to do during the last 
thirty years, and with an evident desire to render our .school System as acceptable t? 
a11 parties, and as efficient as possible. I desire to thank you for your personal courtesy, 
a!1d hope that you will succepd in carrying the Bill through the Legislature without 
Mutilation. 


TOROJ\TO. 2nd February, 1874. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 
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I propose moving the Second reading of the School Bill to-day, and it may give rise 
to some discussion. I do not mean to say much myself on moving the Second rea.Hng, 
but the discussion may make it desirable to have yourself, or Doctor Hodgins, at hand. 
in case I should want some explanations to give to the House in the course of the debate. 


TOUOXTO, February 13th, 1874. 


OLIVER :\IOW.\1'. 


TUB CHIEF 
{-l'EmXTE'\DEXT UF EDLC.\TIOX TO 
\TTOHXEy-GJ':'\ER \L UO\L\.T. 


Since I wrote you some days since, assenting to the School Bill, believing that, as 3. 
whole, it migpt be made to work beneficially, I have read a Pamphlet attacking our 
Df'1pository, by ':\Ir. G. 1L Adam, and the Editorials of the Globe of yesterd-ay and to-day 
endorsing that attack. From these sources I see clearly that the provisions of the Bill 
In respect to the Council of Public Instruction and the Educational Depository are 
intended not only to condemn the Council and myself, but to make it a bear garden of 
contention, and reduce it to inefficiency and contempt, to destroy the Educational 
Depository and then extinguish the Council and Depositor) for all useful purposes. 


(XOTE BY TIII
 EmTOIL 'Yhat the Chief F;nperintelHlent here !':tated as likely 
to be the result of the election system introduced into the Rill was fully realized 
in the after history of the Council of Public Instruction. T ts final action as a 
Ooullcil was that of obstruction, pure and !'implp, which a bare quorum of its 

Iembers, at a final :Mæting of the Council, destroyed the effect of. The following 
is the remainder of Doctor Ryerson's Letter to Mr. :\Iowat) :- 
You know how strongly I objected to those Council of Public Instruction election 
provisions of the Bill when you first proposed them;. how much evil I apprehended from 
them; but that I, at last, consented to them with modifications and other provisions, 
which I thought would coun1:eract their pernicious tendencies; you know I assented to 
them as a peace offering: and desirous to meet your views, as far as possible, after the 
trouble, time and labour ) ou had b(>stowed on the subject. But I find that what was 
considered on my part as a compromise and p
ace offering is intended by the prompters 
of those provisions as an opening wedge and instrument to undo my work of a genera- 
tion, and so to embarrass and torment me while remaining in office, that I will soon be 
compelled for the sake of peace, if not for other causes, to surrender all into the hands 
of my Assistants. 
Under such circumstances I must renew my entreaties to you for fair and open 
investigation, before any legislation takes place in the interests of the enemies of out" 
School System, and of the Council of Public Instruction, myself and other Officers in 
the Department. Some of the details of the Bill meet particular cases, and others would 
be useful; but no serious inconvenience, or evil, would result from deferring legislation 
for another year, and immense advantages would arise from the thorough investigation 
of the Education Department and Depository by a proper Commission, and the public 
discussion of the measures and the changes proposed,-after which the -System would be 
settled for a long time to come. 
I would be prepared for any investigation; but I am not prepated for a process of 
strangling by selfish and secret intrigues, without fair and full discussion and thorough 
inve'stigations. I understood you intended, if not promised, this, at the beginning of 
the year; I now feel that the character and safety, 
s well as the integrity, of the School 
System depend upon it, and the magnitude of the interests involved justifies and 
demands It. 
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I herewith enclose you a copy of a Letter on Separate Schools from the Reverend 
Mr. Stafford, of Lindsay-a Roman Catholic priest, who has' always been a decided sup. 
porter of the Public School System. 
There is some reason for some of the complaints contained in the latter part of Mr. 
Stafford's Letter; and I should be disposed to consider them in the spirit of equity. 
in connection with the final settlement and consolidation of the ISchool System,-aU of 
which, I believe, might have been accomplished this Session had you consented last year 
to the .. Searching" Legislative, or .. Governmental inquiry," s.o earnestly sought for 
at your hands,-an inquiry which, I believe, is most dreaded by the very enemies of 
the Education Department who have pretended to demand it, and who feel that you are 
acting m{)st in their interests when you refuse it, while, at the same time, legislating as 
if their .charges were true. 
I will only add now the expression of my deep regret that you have not before 
consented to make the investigations into the Department, which I have so importunately 
solicited, and which are now rendered imperative after the hostile attacks and dis- 
closures of the lagt few days. 
Your persistent refusal of all light of inquiry, and determination to act upon the 
accusations against us, is most unaccountable to me, unless, which I cannot believe, 
) ou had pledged yourselves to certain parties to do certain things, right or wrong. Now 
both the accusers and the accused demand investigation, and you can, therefore, without 
hesitation, grant investigation, and let the legislation depend upon the results of sucb 
investigation. 


TORO
TO. Febrlary 14th, 1874. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


ATTORNEy-GENERAL 
IOW.AT TO TIlE CHIEF SUPERINTE
DENT OF EDUCATION. 


I have just received your Letter of the 14th. I regret these attacks upon you to 
which you refer. I did what I could to prevent such attacks from being made, and I 
regret them all the more because I perceive they have entirely misled you with respect 
to the views upon which the legislation which I proposed was formed. I did not assume 
that the Council of Public Instruction was corrupt, or that the Depository was what Its 
assailants charge it to be. I assumed the reverse, in regard to both matters, and a 
Commission {)f Enquiry could not have done more than establish what I have thus 
assumed; but I am very strongly of opinion that, however honest the Council has been, 
and however correct have been the transactions of the Depository, the time has com
 
for the changes proposed. I am sure that the Council will have much greater weight 
and influence with the community under the new system, and that its large powers 
could not be continued unless the composition of the Council is altered in the direction 
for which the Act provides. 
It is quite impossible to prevent political opponents of yourself, or opponents of any 
other kind, from saying what they choose; but I hope that you have been familiar enough 
with political parties and newspaper controversy not to be misled by these attacks. I 
would much rather co-operate with you as far as possible. 


TORONTO, February, 1874. 


OLIVER MOWAT. 


ATTORKEy-GENERAL :l\IOWAT TO TIlE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 


1 should like to dispossess your mind of some of the misapprehensions which you 
seem to bave received from late newspaper articles, and, therefore, I add a few words 
to wbat I have already written. 
I gave no pledge to anybody on the subject of School matters. The provisions of 
the Sehool Bill with respect to the Council of Public Instruction, and to the Education 
Department and Depository, were entirely my own suggestion. 
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In view of what I considered to be your great services to the cause of Education in 
the Province, and my personal respect for your great talents, I did not, as a Canadian, 
participate in the feelings of personal hostility to you, or the Department, which some 
felt whose political sympathies are in unison with .my own, and I determined not to 
propose any change which you did not concur in, unless my own mind was satisfied 
that the change would be beneficial; and you have been pleased to say that the time 
and attention which I have given to the subject have been greater than were given by 
any other public man with whom you have had to do. . . . 
I have no rec{)l1ection of your urging upon me the appointment of a Commission, 
but you certainly did repeatedly urge upon me the appointment of a Committee of the 
House for the purpose of investigating the affairs of the Department; but a Committee, 
during a Session of the House, could only make the investigation in a cursory and 
superficial way, which would give satisfaction to nobody,-on the other hand the 
appointment of a Commission was urged upon me by persons who are not in sympathy 
with you, and urged upon me repeatedly, but I felt great difficulties in the way. The 
Commissioners should be men of mark, in whom the Province would have confidence, 
and few such men would have the leisure to give the subject the time and attention 
absolutely necessary for any useful purpose. If practicable, the Commissioners ought to 
be persons not only having weight in the Country, but also free from the suspicion of 
hostility to the Department. . . . 
I had nothing to do, directly or indirectly, with the non-publication of the papers 
from your Department, and did not knQw of it until Doctor Hodgins, or yourself, men- 
tioned it to me long subsequently. I was once applied to for leave to read these papers, 
but I refused until I had spoken to Doctor Hodgins, who said that he saw no objection 
to inspection being allowed of them to any applicant. 
I hope that you will still see your way to give me your co-operation in this matter, 
as )-oU have been doing for some months before these newspaper attacks upon you. I 
am quite sure that the Bill, as it passes, will be a better Bill, if I have your cordial 
assistance and that of the Officers of your Department, instead ()f having to rely hence- 
forward upon the assistance of others. 


TORO
TO, 17th February, 1874. 


OLIVER Mow AT. 


XOTE. After the passage of the 
chool Act of 1874, providing for the election 
of representativE' :Members to the Council of Public Instruction by the Inspectors 
and :Masters and Teachers of the High and Public Schools, application was made 
to the Education Department by Candidates for Election f<>r electoral Lists of the 
:Masters and Teachers in the Province. For the reasons given to these Applicants, 
the Department could not comply with their requests. They then appealed to tl1e 
Attorney-General on the subject, and he directed his Secretary to write to the Chief 
Superintendent of Education, directing that copies of these lists be furnished to 
the applicants. To this Letter, the Chief Superintendent replied as follows:- 


THE CHIEF SUPERISTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO ATTORKEy-GENERAL )'loWAT. 


I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of this date, signed by Mr. 
Kinlock, stating that you had been applied to as to the right of the Candidates and their 
Agents to obtain copies of the lists of Teachers, or Inspectors, entitled to vote for Mem- 
bers of the Council of Public Instruction, and that you are of the clear opinion that 
th
y are entitled to have every facility afforded them for obtaining such copies with 
all practicable promptitude. 
I regret that you have not thought me w{)rthy in this matter of the courtesy which 
has been shown to me by every Attorney-General of Upper Canada from Mr. Draper 
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and Mr. Baldwin down to the present time, now for more than a quarter of a century,- 
namely, that of asking and hearing my own explanation for any decision I had given 
before setting it aside,-the courtesy I have invariably shown to every School Inspector 
in the Province, not one of whose decisions have I set aside on the representation of 
any party, before writing to and receiving the explanation of the Inspector whose 
decision had been complained of. 
The case referred to in your Letter is as follows:-On inquiry, or application, about 
a fortnight since at the Department by Doctor Sangster himself, I believe he was told 
by the Deputy Superintendent that no list of the names of Teachers could be furnished 
to any party. Last week, or early this week, application was made by a Representative 
of Professor Goldwin ,Smith, and the same answer was returned. The party making this 
application then goes to you, with a private Letter, and you, without affording me any 
hearing, set aside my dEcision, contending that I should do what really cannot be done, 
and what the Law, as appears to me, did not contemplate. For there is no revised list 
of Teachers in the Department; nor can there be until a copy is made and corrected 
from the various lists of County, City and Town Inspectors,-which cannot be com- 
pleted notwithstanding every effort from the beginning to get it in readiness, but which 
the Law does not suppose to exist before the day of scrutiny. 
The only place in the Act in which a Book containing a list of Teachers is men- 
tioned is in the Eighteenth Section, as follows:- 


U The Chief Superintendent, or other Officer, and the Scrutineers, shall scrutinize 
and count the Votes, and keep a record thereof in a proper Book to be provided for th
 
purpose, which Book shall be preserved in the office of the Chief Superintendent, and 
shall, at all reasonable times, be open to the inspection of every Person desiring to see 
the same." 


This is the only Record Book, or official list of Teachers, mentioned in the Act; it 
Is to be prepared for, if not by, the Scrutineers, and is not opened for public inspection 
until after the Scrutineers shall have done their work. 
I have sought to get this Record Book prepared for the use of the Scrutineers by 
the third Tuesday in this month,-never supposing that any party would think of getting 
it before that time. The work of preparing it,is very serious, in addition to the regular 
and various work of the Department,-there being between six and eight thousand 
names to copy, with their several Counties and Post Office addresses. 
You know how anxious I was, and what I did last year to get Mr. Goldwin Smith 
appointed a Member of the Council of Public Instruction. I have the same high opinion 
of him still; but in my official capacity I have ever sought to know no man, sect, or part.v. 
The application to you for the lists was strictly in the interEsts of one party, after the 
other party has been refused these lists by the Department. 
If, after the above references to the Law and statement of facts, you still think 
proper to give an Official Order to place the lists of Voters in the hands of the party apply. 
Ing for them, I shall leave directions to have your Order obeyed; but I shall feel it due 
to my own character, and especially so near the close of a long public life, without ever 
before having had my decision, on an appeal of any party, reversed by Governmen:, 
although appeals have been made, but none even considered, until I had had an oppor- 
tunity of being heard, to submit the question to a Judge 
! one of the Superior Courts, 
if not to a Superior Court. 


TORONTO, August 7th, 1874. 


ECERTON RYERSON. 


ATTORNEy-GENERAL :l\fOWAT TO THE CHIEF SUPEnINTENDENT OF EDUCATIOX. 


I ought to mention at the outset that when I instructed my Secretary to acquaint 
you with my opinion, I was not aware that you had decided against appUGatlons tor 
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copies of the Voters' Lists. Your Letter, with the accompanying enclosure, gave the first 
Intimation which I had had of such a decision. I had had no communication on the sub- 
ject with .Mr. Goldwin ISmith, or with Messieurs Brown and .McAllister, who, I now under- 
stand, are acting for him; but a few minutes 'before the note was written a friend had 
suggested to me that a copy of the Voters' List would probably be wanted by Mr. Goldwin 
Smith's fri'ends. . . . I now learn from you that a verbal intimation had been given 
to Doctor Sangster that he could not obtain a copy from the Department, and that a 
written answer to the same effect was given by yourself to an application from Doctor 
Henry Brown, on behalf of Mr. Smith. It appears from this information that, whether 
your refusal was right or wrong, it was given equally to both parties. . . . 
You speak of my want of courtesy towards you in setting aside your decision with- 
out first requesting and hearing your explanation; and you contrast my course in that 
respect with the course observed towards you by all my pred.ecæsors. If you had not 
been writing under a feeling of irritation, you would have referred to my own practice as 
having been the same as you say theirs was. If I reviewed your decision in the present 
case without previous communication with you, such a proceeding had no precedent in 
my own practice, any more than you tell me it had in their practice. In this instance I 
could not ask for an explanation of a decision, which I did not know that you had pro- 
nounced. You have under your hand, as well as otherwise, acknowledged the personal 
courtesy which you have received from me, even while I was refusing to adopt your 
views on important subjects of School Legislation. I always had and expressed grE'at 
respect for your opinions on School matters, although I may have differed from them; 
and you have yourself declared that I had" devoted more time and labour to the subject 
than any public man with whom (you had) had to do during the last 30 years, and with 
an evident desire to render our School System as acceptable to all partiæ and as efficient 
as possible." 


TOROK TO, August 11th, 1874. 


OLIVER Mow A'l'. 


THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO ATTORNEy-GENERAL MOWAT. 


After two weeks' absence I returned to town Saturday afternoon, having visited an 
aged Brother, [the Reverend John Ryerson], who was beginning to recover from a severe 
illness. 
On the 22nd I read for the first time your Letter of the 11th instant, for which J 
desire to express my sincere thanks, and the explanations of which are to me perfectly 
satisfactory. . . . 


SEMI-OFFICIAL VISITS TO EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN 
ONTARIO, 1875. 


At the meeting of the Toronto University Convocation in October, 1875, the 
Honourable D. A. :I\facdonald was present. The proceedings of the Convocation 
opened with the presentation of the Prizes by His HonOllf the Lieutenant-GovernOl. 
The recipients were presented to His Honour :by the Professors of their respective 
Classes, and 8.iS each ca.me forward, His Honour greeted them with 3 few kind 
words of congratulation. On the conclusion of the distribution of prizes, the Presi- 
dent, the Reverend Doctor :McGaul, said it was usual for the Presiding Officer to 
d'eliver an Address at the close of the proceedings. It was not his intention to con- 
form to the custom on that oæasion, because there was an Officer of higher rank 
than himself present, and because they all wi8hed to hear the inaugural leetnre of 
Professor Loudon. He wouM not deny himself the pleasure of expressing to His 
tv.-21 
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lIonour how much gratification his presence there afforded them, as it showed 
H is Honour took a deep interest in the progress of the College, and in the ad vance- 
ment of education as an important element in national greatness. N ext to tllP 
righteousne-ss which exalteth a nation, he considered the spread of education of 
"ital importance, especially in such a Gountry as this, where, owing to the existence 
of the utmost political liberty, it was absolutely imperative that the people shouJa 
be educated in order that they might exercise their right orf franchise with intel- 
ligence. The System of Education established in this Province, free and unfet- 
tere(l, he believed to be the best adapted to such a Country as Canada, because out 
of the public funds it supplied the means whereby the son of the humblest man, 
whatever his politics, religion, or nationality, could pass from the Common Schools 
to the Grammar Schools, thence to the Colleges and Universities. and perbap!:< fill 
the hif!"hest office in the lanc1,-even as high as that of His Honour, the Lientenant- 
Gorl'rl1or-and be enabled to discharge the duties of that exalted station wiih 
credit to himself, honour to the place where he was educated, and with benefit 
to the community. 
His Honour assured those present that never in his life had he felt so élD- 
bm-ras"rcl. 
lllT01mnPrl Ih
' nwn of the highe.;::t culture and refinement. he felt that 
he had not the advantages they possessed. If, in order t() discharge the duties of 
Lieutenant-Governor, it had been necessary to have received a University education. 
he would not have occupied the position he did. The Students whom he saw befOle 
him were happy in having secured the -senTices of men who could impart to them 
t1wt knowledge that would be the best passport for their future progress in almost 
,my position they wonlò be cnlJeò upon to fill. 
 ot having obtained a University 
Ed1H'ntion hI' \\ a
 the bettel' ablf' to jnnQ'e of what \\-as required by those who 
appeared there tbat day, in order to . fit them for offices of public trust. For him- 
self, he might say that wh&n he accepted the position of Lieutenant-Goyernor lw 
and politics parted company, and he should discharge the duties of the office wiihüllt 
prejuòice. or favour. In conclusion, he assured them that no one had more at hear: 
th erlncat ional .and general interest of the Country than himself. 


THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S VISIT TO THE INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 


During his tour in the Western Counties, the Honourable D. A. :Macdonald, 
Lieutenant-Governor, visited the Institute for the Blind, at Brantford. After rc- 
ceiving an Address from the Corporation, the Lieutenant-Governor visited the 
Institute. Here he was shown over the Building by the courteous Officials, and 
minutely inspected the many improvements made for the comfort and convenience 
of the Inm'ates, expressing himself highly pleased with its excellent arrangements. 
Afterwards, he was conveyed to the Young Ladie
' College. He was received by 
the Directors, and they presented him with an Address. as follows: 


"In the name of the Directors. Faculty and ,Students of the Young Ladies' College, 
we heartily welcome your Honour to this College, both as Representative of our' most 
Gracious Queen in this Province, and as occupying a high place in the esteem and affec- 
tionfil of its People.. We recognize your deep interest in and your earnest desire to pro- 
mote the welfare of all our educational instituÚons. We believe that you will counten- 
ance and encourage, by every means which your high station permits, the furtheran
e 
of collegiate learning In the Province. Not less will you, we trust, give the weight of 
your influence to such efforts as ours to promote the higher education of Women. For 
this end this College obtained a Charter ()f Incorporation from the Legislatuie. Its 
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avowed aim is to provide that opportunity for the young women of our land. We are 
happy to say that our College received the approval of His Excellency the Earl of Duf- 
ferin, Governor-General of the Dominion, and that the Dedication Stone was laid by Her 
Excellency the Countess. \Ve have much pleasure in calling your Honour's attention 
to the beauty of the location and the surroundings of the College, and to the elegance 
and arrangements of the Buildings. These make it a beautiful and attractive home for 
J"oung women while pursuing their studies within its walls. While the College is under 
the guardianship of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, it is yet, in its course of instruc- 
tion, in the fullest sense unsectarian. Since its opening last year it has met with so 
much favour from the community at large as to warrant the conviction that its success 
is now beyond a doubt. Your Honour is now surrounded by a band of intelligent young 
ladies, whose desire to obtain the higher learning and accomplishments which this Col- 
lege affords to its Students is itself an evidence that such Institutions as this are both 
wanted and appreciated in this Province. We sincerely thank your Honour for your 
g-racious visit to our College. We wish you great prosperity in the administration of the 
public affairs entrusted to your care. \Ve earnestly hope that the Divine Blessing may 
rest on your Honour's Government, Person and Household." 


After making a suitable reply, His H()nour retired. 


THE LIEUTEXANT-GOYERNOR'S VISIT TO THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 


At Guelph the Lieutenant-Governor ,isited the Agricultural College. At the 
Study Hall, His Honour was received by the assembled Students, and was pre- 
sented with the following Addres:;:- 


"We, the Students of the Ontario School of Agriculture, take the liberty of address- 
ing you on the occasion of this visit to our Farmers' College. 'We are proud, on the one 
àand, of having the privilege of welcoming a distinguished Canadian as the Represen- 
tative of our Sovereign, and, on the other, of our connection with an educational Institu- 
tion which, in our opinion, is one of the most important the Province possesses. Estab- 
lished as it was for the purpose of training such as we are in the science and practice of 
Agriculture, and conducting experiments at the public expense, which, single handed, no 
one in this new land could undertake, we are enabled to testify that in our judgment it 
will speedily attain that end, and thus, by indirectly increasing the quantity and quality 
of agricultural products, greatly augment the material wealth of our Count!y. 'Whilst 
your Honour may observe the results of our physical labours in the improvements in 
which we have assisted, we well know that years must elapse ere the results of our 
technical training can be appreciably felt. Taking this visit as a pledge of your interest 
in our Institution, we would respectfully ask you to remember us in your yearly appro- 
priation by a liberal provision. And although it may be the rosy dawn read by youth's 
eyæ on the cloud of the future, 'we nevertheless firmly believe that the objects for which 
this Institution was established will be attained, and can only promise that every action 
of ours will be directed towards the attainments of so desirable an end." 


His Honour said he was exceedingly obliged to the Students for their Address. 
This was the first visit he had ever paid to an Institution o[ this kind, and he 
hoped that if required others would .be established throughout the Country. He 
should assist 'as far as possible in making them succe&sful. He was not quite a 
stranger to AgriC'tlItural pursuits, and so would be 'able to fonn an opinion on what 
he should .see on the Farm. 
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VISIT OF THE PREMIER TO THE WOODSTOCK LITERARY INSTITUTE. 


During the vi,sit of the Premier of Ontario to Woodstock, 'at the opening of 
the Port Dover and Lake Huron Railroad, the following Address was presented to' 
him by the Authorities of the Literary Institute there: 


II The Professors and Teachers of the Canadian Literary Institute most cordially 
we1come you on this your first visit to the Institute, and most sincerely thank you for 
'he honour you have done to the School under their charge. We are here laying the 
foundations of a good education, as broadly and strongly as we are able, and are con- 
fidently anticipating, as the demands before us increase, that the means of carrying the 
structure yet higher, and of perfecting its details, will be provided. We depend entirely 
upon voluntary contributions, and we have never asked, or received, Government aid in 
any form. Aß citizens of 
his great Country we simply ask" Fair play and no favours:' 
We are prompted to n:.ake this brief confession of our faith on this occasion by the con- 
viction that we are addressing one who not only strongly sympathizes in our work, but 
who cordially supports the principles upon which it is conducted. We are enjoying a 
privilege in being permitted to address a Gentleman so highly distinguished, not only by 
position, or by ,his gr-eat .general services rendered to this Country, :but .by signal services 
rendered to the cause of education, to which our lives are pledged. And should the 
Honourable Adam Crooks become Minister of Education, as currently reported, we are 
fully persuaded that yet greater service will be rendered to that cause which lies at the 
foundation of our Country's welfare. In addressing you upon an occasion like this W'3 
cannot forget that our lot is cast in II old Oxfor!l," which proudly claims to be central 
in position, to be accessible from all quarters, to be healthy in climate, liberal in senti- 
ment and progressive in spirit. In conclusion, as Teachers of the Institute, we strongly 
sympathise with our fellow- townsm
n in their unanimous desire to have the Normal 
School for t'he western part of Ontario located in this town,-as a permanent source of 
good to the Town and County at large. Expressing our highest esteem for and confidence 
in you as a public man, and again thanking you for the honour you have done us, we 
subscribe ourselves, on behalf of the Faculty of the Canadian Literary Institute." 


The Honourable Oliver Mowat replied in general terms, and returned hearty 
thanks for the words of good will contained in the Address. He !Spoke {)f the great 
progress the Institute has made since it.s commencement, and hoped it would go on 
and pro
per in the future as in the past,-a wish in which he was sure all true 
Canadians, who had the welfare and the proper training of the young at heart, 
would .gh
ue. 


OPI
NING OF THE ANDERSON SCHOOL HOU
E
 LONDON.-SCHOOL REMINISCENCE::3 
OF FORMER DAYS. 


In October, 1875, the New School House in London East was opened under the most 
favourable auspices. On the motion of Mr. Murray Anderson, Chairman of the School 
Trustees" the Reeve of the Village (,Mr. A. M. Ross) was called on to preside. 
The Chairman congratulated the villagers on the acquirement of such an excellent 
School-house; the Trustees certainly deserve great credit for the taste they had displayed 
In the style of 'the Building. He was in favour of Taxes for Schools, and for the pro- 
vision of a good education for their children. That was a tax, when judiciously laid on, 
as in the present case, he never regretted. It is but right to educate our children thoro 
oughly, and thus to prepare them for their being able to battle with the world, and take 
their proper part in it. He referred to the large sum required by the County of Middle. 
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sex for the Administration of Justice, and maintained that with plenty of education for 
the rising generation, that sum might soon be greatly reduced, and the cells in the prison 
become tenantless. He trusted that such a consummation was not far dißtant. But a 
School-house like this is not only an advantage to education-it has a tendency to elevate 
the tastes of the young and promote their refinement. 
There was a great difference between the Schools of Canada nowadays and those to 
which he was accustomed in his early days. While he was very young his Father settled 
In the Township of Adelaide, then an almost unknown district. That was in 1&3'2, and 
for 10 years after there was not a single School House in the neighbourhood. In 1843 
the Speaker was sent to a School. It was a simple Building, not like that in which they 
were now assembled; but one constructed of round Logs, piled above one another, and 
from roof to ceiling was only some 6% feet in height. The floor was of bass wood loga, 
hewn down, cut in two, and, in their rough state, laid. The seats were made of the same 
material, and were s'et round the sides of the Building, the faces of the children to the 
wall, their backs to the Schoolmaster. He did not believe there was a dozen nails used 
In the entire construction. There was no Government or County aid to education then, 
and the Teachers made a living in rather a novel way-they went round from one 
family to another, boarding a week at each place. He related several laughable Incidents 
of School life in those days; and gave a description of the rather primitive Text Books 
then used, and whilst Lord Metcalfe was Governor. In 1844 things were changed. The 
Reverend Doctor Ryerson in that year, seeing the necessity for an improvement in this 
rather backward state of matters, visited other Countries, in order to produce a better 

ystem of Educati{)n for the çhilden of the Country. He afterwards specially visited 
Ireland and Germany, and on his return he recommended one series of Lesson Books,- 
a proposal which was adopted, and afterwards, through his efforts, the Normal School at 
Toronto was erected, a.nd a subsidy granted by the Government for the promotion of 
education. From that day to this the educational facilities ()f the Country had gone on 
increasing, and would do so for the future. Doctor Ryerson introduced the Free system 
of education into the Country, of which system he spoke in glowing terms. So much 
had the Mother Country thought of it, that they had in 1866, when the Committee on 
Education was sitting in 'England, consulted Doctor Ryerson to get his advice in refer- 
ence to the best system of National Education for Britain. Mr. Ross impressed on the 
Parents present the necessity of giving their children not only a good secular education, 
but to imbue their minds with ReligIous principles, and thus prepa're them worthily to 
fill the place of theiT Fathers. If they went on in their work of -building School Houses, 
providing them with good Teachers, and thus securing to their children the heritage 
of a good sound education, there was no fear of the future of the Province. 
:\ia) or Cronyn expressed himself as happy at being present, and congratulated the 
Trustees on their energy in erecting such an excellent Building. From the good which 
would likelY accrue from the erection of the School he was sure they would be willing 
to b-ear their share of the taxation. They had great reason to be proud of their MunI- 
cipality, and of the Gentlemen who so ably represented them, as well as of their School- 
house. It was necessary that there should be trained Teachers for these Schools, and 
and he expressed a hope that, with this purpose in view, the councn in London East 
would do all in their power to assist the City Council to have the proposed 
ormal School 
for the West located in London. For many years education was the delight of his beloverl 
Father; and it would certainly have amazed and pleased him to have seen the Building 
in which they were now met erected in which, in comparatively recent times, was a 
wilderness. 
Mr. Manville, Chairman of the City School Trustees, remarked that he was deeply 
interested in anything which had the promotion of the education of the mass as its aim. 
He argued that to make men intelligent is to make them good. Let the young mind be 
brought under the influence of proper training, and it will bring its proper influence to 
bear on the world in time. He impressed on Parents the duty of doing all the)' could to 
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help the Teachers, hy home training their children. They all rejoiced that the policy of 
the Country was the diffusion of the greatest possible knowledge amongst the greatest 
possible number; and that they had a System of Education destined to raise our Country 
to such a state of culture as will permit of few Countries being like this Canada of ours. 
Councillor WatermaJ? enlarged on the excellence of their National System of Educa- 
tion. This is a Country, said he, in which everyone can give his child a fortune, and 
that fortune is a good education. If he has a good training, no matter where he goes, 
be is sure to be able to make his way in the world and secure a livelihood. He impressed 
on Parents the necessity of having their children attend regularly at School, and giving 
them a RelIgious training. He referred to laxity in attendance, and the Prussian com- 
pulsory system, of making the Parents res.ponsible for the attendance of the child at 
School. He congratulated the villagers on the School now opened, and trus"
d they 
would soon be able, through the increase of their population, to have a Central School in 
the Village, W'here the higher ,branches 'would be taught. . . . 
Mr. Murray Anderson, Chairman of the Village School Trustees, gave an account of 
the pro,ceedings taken to get the Sehool now opened erected. He thought their School- 
house, as furnished, was second to Jlone of the kind in the Province. 
The Reverend Mr. English referred to the progress made by London since he went 
to School. Forty-five years ago the only School in London was an old Log House, which 
not only served that purpose, but was made to do duty as Church, Town Hall, and tem- 
porary Prison. Things had greatly improved since then, and their Meeting to-night W;t3 
another evidence of that. He said their new School was the neatest and best furnishe1 
School he had seen in the Dominion, and he had travelled a good deal. 
Councíllor Gough touched on the many privileges now enjoyed by the community._ 
coæpared with the early days of the Pioneers, and made a number of well-timed hints 
to Parents. He moved a vote of thanks to the Trustees for the energy and economy 
displayed by them in erecting the Building, wh:ich was seconded .by Mr. Waterman, and 
unanImously agreed to. He suggested' that the Building should be named "The Ander- 
son School House," as a memento of the Chairman's arduous labours. 
A collection was made for the purpose of procuring a Bell to the Building. The sum 
was more than made up.-London Free Press. 


THE LORETTO ACADE1[Y
 LIXDSAY. 


A very handsome educational Building has been recently erected at Lindsay, 
under the direction of the Reverend l\f. Stafford, one of the most enlightened and 
indefatigable friends of education in Ontario. The SepaTate Schools of Lindsay 
have long been reported to the Education Department as among the best and most 
efficient in the Province. From the enterprise .and ability of 1\1r. Stafford, who haJs 
their interests so deeply at heart, these Sehools reflect great credit upon hi,s zeal and 
judicious supervision of them: 


Tn the Academy just opened by the Ladies of Loretto for the education of young 
ladies, Lindsay ,can justly boast of having one of the finest of the kind in the Province, 
In the complete and tasteful equipment of the spacious Building that has just been erected. 
- This haJlldsome edifice has been erecteld from Plans prep8lred by Mr. Wm. Duffus, Architect, 
under the direction of the Reverend M. ,Stafford. Great care has ,been displayed in 
providing every requisite for the health and comfort of the inmates, and the question of 
ventilation has been solved by slimple and efficient machinery. The Room is decorated 
with an admirable series of Object Lessons. There aTe two hundred and thirteen of the:3e 
Object Lessons, each giving a very careful representation of some member of the Animal 
kingdom, with a few lines of descriptive or explanatory letterpress. No. better methorl 
could be devised of imparting a Imowle.dge of the important, <>r wonderful, or curious, 
among the Birds, or Beasts, or Fishes. Ascending to the second storey are the Class 
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Rooms for the young ladies, two spacious apartments also decorated with all the most 
modern and approved appliances for objective teaching-a terrestrial Globe, an admirable 
series of Astronomical Charts, with Charts showing the -climatology of the Earth-Moun- 
tains, Animal ranges, and also historical and Biblical Charts. In the north-eastern room 
are Johnson's illustrated series of Object Lessons in Natural History, Physics, etcetera. 
The educational facilities of the Institution are of the 'best; nothing, indeed, has been 
spared to render the Studies clear and pleasing and attractive-as, indeed, must be the 
objective method of teaching with firstclass Apparatus, as compared with the old plan of 
memorising abstract definitions. 
Perhaps the most distinctive feature of the building is the system of Ventilation, 
which is, if not perfect, much nearer perfection than any yet devised. The Builders 
set out with the intention of securing perfect ventilation, and all plans were subordinate 
to this one idea. From the basement two large iron shafts are carried to the roof, and 
enclosed in a brick wall, so as to allow considerable space around the shaft. Numerous 
registers near the floor and near the ceiling in each Room communicate more or less 
directly with these shafts. The same principle is carried out independently in Rooms 
not connected with the shafts, and in the w1ngs. In the 'basement is simple yet powerful 
machinery for controlling the air supply. Here also are two large furnaces. A portion 
of the heat from the furnaces gOES up the long shafts, which also enclose the smokepipe, 
and the air in the shaft being rarefied, ascends, the air from the different Rooms rushes 
in, and its place is taken by fresh air. Thus the respirated air is regularly drawn off, 
and a pure supply brought in so quietly that there are no drafts felt in the room, and 
there is no possibility of catching cold from an open window. Both in the heating and 
ventilating arrangements the quantity can be regulated to the nicest shade. Every Room 
is provided with a Thermometer, and the mercury is kept at 60 o -a temperature that, 
with the excellent supply of pure fresh air, is mild and agreeable. Each Class Room 
is designed to accommodate about fifty Pupils-and no more-but if the Ro-oms were 
packed to "their utmost capacity,'. the air supply would maintain an atmosphere as 
pure and fresh as ever. The ventilating system of this 'building is the .game as that in 
the New Normal School at Ottawa.-Lindsay Canadian Post. 


THE OXTARIO EDUCATIOXAL EXHIBIT AT THE UNITED RTATES 
CE
TEXXL\.L EXHIBITI()
 OF 1876. 


,\Yhen it had been decided by the American people to hold a grand Inter- 
national Exhibition in the United States in honour of their Centennial of 1776- 
1876, energetic steps were taken in that Oountry early in 1874, so as to secure, at 
that important gathering, a fitting representation of the educational enterprise and 
growth of the Republic. A meeting of representati.ve Educationists was convened 
at j{ ashington by General Eaton, the LT nited States Commissioner .of Education, 
in the month o()f January, 187-1-, at which a series of recommendations were i'ssued 
to the Educationists of' "each State and Territory in the Union," inviti<ng rb3em 
to co-operate in this important matter. In ,Tanuary, 1875. another meeting on the 
same 
ubject was convened at Washingt.on to appoint an Executive Committee to 
co-operate with the Centennial Commission in this matter. 
In this Province nothing w.as done toward!' taking part in the Exhibition until 
tlle Autumn of 1875, when the question was oonsif1ereå a
 to how we <mg-ht to enter 
into a competition with more advanced c.ountrÜ>s, especially the United States, in 
a subject requiring so many years and such fpyonrable opportunities for develop- 
ment. It was, however, thought desirable that while efÏort.s in .almost all other de- 
partments were bei'I1g energetically put forth by fhe people ()f Ontario, in response 
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to. the friendly invitation of .our neighbours, the Educati'Ün Department should en- 
deavour t'O contribute something whilch might show that satisfact'Ory progress had 
been made in our Eùucational System during the first twenty-five years of its exist- 
ence, as well as in our material industries. It was due to the people of Ontari'o that 
this opportunity sh'Üuld not be lost for comparing the working of Dur System of 
Education with that of older communities circumstanced !Somewhat like 'OUr own. 
Under these circumstances, and before his retirement, the Reverend Doctor 
Ryerson, late Chief Superintendent of Education, at the request of the Govern- 
ment, authorized me to prepare a scheme in detail (which I did) of the proposed 
Ontario Exhibit. He also j.ssued a circular, based upon that !Scheme, to the In- 
spectors and School Trustees of Ontario, in November, 1875, urging them, (and 
tmggesting means by whilCh they could do so,) to comtribute specimens of pupils' 
work, and Photographs of their School Buildings, t.o the Educational Exhibition at 
Philadelphia, wnich were to be held i1n )Iay of the following year. 
The Lnited States Centennial Commissioners, having constituted the Honour- 
able General Eaton.s Bureau r.t ,r ashington, "the Central Agency for carrying out 
the educational plan
 of the Exhibition," a sufficient number of copies of the "Prac- 
tic-al SuggestioIl3 respecting the preparation of Educational Material for the Ex- 
hibition," by General Eat'On, were procured from him, and largely circulated 
throughout the Province. The following ISpec-ial notification was also addressed to 
the Head" of Colleges and other E(1ucational In!'titutions in Canada:- 


The Minister of Education desires to inform you that he will, with much pleasure, 
send with other educational material to the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, any 
Reports or Statistics connected with your College or Institution. As the Public amI 
High Schools and t.he Collegiate Institutes will be represented pictorially, it is desirable 
to also have large Pictures of the various Colleges and other Educational Institutions 
of the Province represented at this International Exhibition. 


The result wa
 that we were thus enabled to procure a number of photographic 
negative'S of School Building"'., in Cities, 'f,ownlS, and Yillages, and also a variety of 
Pupils' work, from which a careful selection was made for the Exhibition. T le 
Photog-ra phs were all enlargf'd to a uniform size, and these, together with Photo- 
graphs of Uni"ersities, CDlleges, and the more prominent Private S-chools. were 
mounted uniformly, and arrnnged on a hanæsome Revolving Stand for the E1\- 
hibition. 


OXT
\mO EDCCATIOX_\L "EXHIBIT" A
 
ET UP AT PHILADELPHIA. 


The whole number of articles sent by us to Philadelphia was nearly 2,000, 
valued, when "Eet up," including fittings, at about $10,000. 
The positioTI. of the Ontario Educational Exhibit in the main Building- was 
admirable. It was situated in the midst of the group of England and her Colonies, 
81l/l at the head of ail 
,\xenne kading up from the arch forming the entrance to 
the whole Exhibit of the" Dominion of Canada " in t.he main Building. 
The space finally a Hotted to the Ontario Department was one hundred and ten 
fe2t in length by about twenty-fin' in breadth. At the back of the Exhibit was a 
Partition thirty feet high ::urrounded by a heavy, deep cornice. In the centre of 
this Partition and surmounting the Archway, were the Royal Arms, underneath 
which were the Arms and )Iotto of the Department ("Religio, Scientia, Libertas"), 
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8{1d the words in large letteI'ls: "Education Department, Ontario," (as seen in the 
illu"tration herewith). 
In the space allotted to Education in the Canadian Court, were a number of 
glass Cases placed in symmetrical order, and fitted with various articles exhibited. 
Although the general plan and principal features of the Exhibit were sketched 
under my supervision, yet the whole arrangement at Philadelphia of that Exhibit 
was left to Dr. May, Superintendent of the Educational DepoS'irtory, aided by his 
skil1ed assistants, Mr. J. Carter, of Toronto, and Mr. A. M. Potter. The taste and 
judgment which Doctor M,ay displayed in grouping and arranging the material 
placed at his disposal, was highly commended by all parties. The Exhibit thus 
arranged, deservedly gave grace and finish to the whole display grouped about it, 
of which it formed the central part. 
On either side of the Avenue, as shown in the Illustration, were three large 
gla1ss Cas.es, in which were tastefully arranged and classified the various objects 
exhibited. . . . . These Cases were surmounted with life--size busts of Shakespeare, 
Herschel, Newton ,and Faraday, as well a,s those of t.he Prinoe and Princess of 
'Vales. 


CHARACTER AND SPECIALTIES OF o'Cn OXTARIO EXHIBIT. 


In the centre of the Educational Exhibit were some of the Ispecialties of our 
collection (as will be seen in the Illustration). These consisted of exterior and 
interior models' of 
chool Buildings; a revolving 
tand containing a number of 
Photographs of Schools, Colleges, Un
versiti,es, and Public Buildings of Ontario; 
Photographs of the Education Department, and of the Norm
l Schools of Toronto 
and Ottawa; a collection of the Great Seals of England, from '\Villi.a.m the Con- 
queror down to Her Majesty the Queen; raised maps of Euro'pe, Greece, Italy, 
France, Palestine, etcetera, and two Figures in armour. '\Vithin tlhe Cases, and 
grouped h
storically, Busts of noted Greek, Roman, :French, Spanish, Italian, 
Swiss, Belgian, American, German, and English writers and scientific men. These, 
with a number of Statuettes of German Emperors, beautifully ooloured, en cos- 
fume, oonstituted a most interesting Ethnological ,collection. 
It was, however, universally acknowledged by all of the Educationists who 
visited the Exhibition, that the chief excellence, as well as the special characteristic 
of the Ontario Eduoational Exhibit, was its comprehensive and varied oollection 
of educational appliances, in the shape ,of Maps, Charts, Glooos, Diagrams, Mode1a, 
Object Les'Sons, and a mOSJt extensive variety of School Apparatus. The number 
of articles in this extensive collection, which was in our Exhibit, was over 1,000, 
and was the result of years of careful selection and adaptation for Schools under 
these heads. 
Another practical feature of our Exhibition which has been the means of 
greatly stimul'ating rreachers in their profession was a collection of Books (called 
the "Teachers' Library"), which had references to the Science and Art of Teach- 
jng, the Discipline and Management of Schools, National Education, School Archi- 
tecture, Educational Biography, the Science of Language, and other practical suh- 
jects, relating to the Teachers' profession. I t is gratifying- to know that so highly 
were these invaluable airls to a Teacher in his work reg-arded. that the Education 
CommilSsioners from J'apan selected the entire oollection for the Education D2- 
partment of that Empire. . . . 
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The question was .often asked by Visitors: "Are these Object Lessons, Maps, 
Charts and Apparatus in general use in your Ontario Schools?" Our reply was, 
"The Object Lessons, Maps, Oharts, and Globes are in pretty general use; but 
ma.ny of the more expensive kinds of Apparatus, or more dJifficult instruments, are 
rarely used. K everlheleSiS, our object is to obtain samples and supplies of all kinds 
of articles which might be useful in our Schools. As the Teachers become better 
trained and the Schools more efficient, they require, and should have, the very best 
kind of school material 'Ye. therefore, keep in our Depository and Educational 
1\1 useum the greatest '
ariety of these useful and necessary articles." 
The Reverend 
lr. Fusseli, a British Juror at-rihe Vienna Exhibition of 1873, 
in his Report "on Educational ðppHances," speaks of an Educational Exhibition 
as:- 
"An exhibition of appli.ances and inßtruments, rather than of accomplished 
results." Such an exhibi,tion, as every Educationist mUist know, is by far the mo
t 
iIliStructi.ve and valuable, f.or it rE'yeals the mechrunism of the inner "life" of t:le 
System, and the contents of its "tool-house of practical educati()n." It deals not 
with results, but with the means and processes of education. 
This was the main purpose and objeot of the Ontario Exhi.bit. In carrying 
out this idea, the Exhibit was so planned and furmshed that a stranger, if he should 
be able to deyote time to a careful study of the abundant information and material 
placed before him, would, without difficulty, understand the whole structure and 
policy of our Educational System,-its history, progress and development, and the 
meaoo employed for making it effective for the purpooes which it was designed to 
serve in its establishm('nt. He would alsD see at Philadelphia what had þeen done 
and was doing in Ontario for the training of Teachers; for securing a uniformity 
in methods of teachil1g and rrext boo'Ñs; for providing an ample supply at the 
cheapest rates .of the best school material in the 'sha
 of Maps, Charts, :Models and 
Apparatus; for improving the construction and 'condition of School Buildings and 
Premises; and for supplying the Pupils at a nominal cost, (during the process of 
their education and at a critical period of their life.) after the taste of reading 
had been de,-eloped, with rthe greatest possible variety of the best and most whole- 
some literature which the press of England and America produces. 
Thus an intplligent enquirer at Philadelphia int.o our Ontario System could 
understand the wOOle philosophy of our educational plans; take in at a glance the 
outlines of the entire structure of our Educational Sy:i;tem, and could under
anà 
its practical working. Such, at least, was our aim, and such it WaJS felt we were 
able to accomplish, by reason .of the compara1tllve completeness of our Educational 
Exhibit at the Centennial. 


OPINIONS OF DISTING'CISHED UNITED STATES EDUCATIONISTS ON THE EDUCA- 
TIONAL DISPLAY OF ON'l.'ARIO AT THE CENTENNIAlJ EXHIBITION.. 1876. 


Having been appointed by the Government as the Commi.ssioner in charge of 
the Ontario Educational Exhibit at the Centennial Exhibition, I reached Phila- 
delphia early in July, 1876. 
It gavE' me a great ileal of pleasure to meet with, and explain to, the United 
Sta1es :mil Foreign Representatives, as well as )Iember.s of "The Press." 
The Honourable Alexanòer :\forris, the Executive Commissioner from New 
SouJh '\Yalæ, in a Letter to the HO'nourable Adam Crooks, Minister of Educrution, 
said: 
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I am sorry to learn from Dr. Hodgins that you did not think it was within your 
discretion to send to the Exhibition in Sydney a portion of your admirable Exhibit at 
the Centennial. I am sure there is nothing which so fully shows the extraordinary 
progress of Canada as the Educational display of Ontario. When I was seeking for 
InrormaJtlon on educational matters, one of the Professors of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania recommended me to visit Ontario, as I would there learn more on those sUDJects 
than in any other country. He pointed to your Exhibit as a proof. 


The secünd opinion is that of :M:. Buisson, Chairman of the Cümmittee of 
French Gentlemen representing the .Minißter of' Public Instruction at this Inter- 
national Exhibitian. He said: 


Of all foreign countries those which attnact the most attention, because they make 
exhibit of new material, are Russia, Jap9.n, and the British Colonies-Canada at the 
head. I desire to speak of the exhibition made by Ontario It occupies 
in the Eduoational Department of the Exhibition a place too important not to be studi
d 
by itself. Its affinities and its differences with the United States of America are such. 
that we can comprehend more quickly and better its exhibition, when we are familiar 
with that of the United States. 
To make a brilliant educational exhibition by the side of that of the United States 
was not an easy thing to do, and for Canada to have succeeded in doing it goes to prove 
that her S.chools are in a very prosperous condition. That such is their condition, in 
fact, seems clear from all kinds of Documents and Photographic specimens, and specI- 
mens of Maps in relief, which were brought together at the Exposition. 
There exists at Toronto, the Capital of Upper Canada, an Establishment the like of 
which we would be glad to see at Paris. It is a Pedagogioal ::\Iuseum, embracing School 
Furniture and Apparatus, Maps, 'Charts, Books and Documents relating to Teaching and 
Sf'hools, Objects of Art aTId Industry; in short, all that can serve the practical purposes 
of education. Adjoining the same building is the Normal School, with its several con 
nected department
 of Model Schools, which are themselves beautiful Schools. The 
main Building contains a Book, Map and Apparatus Depository, like those of the Citv 
of Paris, and Bureaus for the administration of the affairs and Laws of education. The 
Building possesses a .fine Theatre, Vestibule and Halls, in whi,ch are placed the busts of 
the great men of all nations.. 


OPINIONS OF THE AMERICAN PRESS AXD Em;c.\. TIOXISTS ON THE ONTARIO 
EXHIBIT. 


In speaking 'Of ,the meagreness 'Of the Exhibit from Engl-and, the Honourable 
Ellis A. Apgar, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, New Jersey, says:- 


While we are surprised that England did so little, we are astonished that our 
northern neighbour, one of her Provinces, did so much. Ontario presented the finest 
collection of expensive School and College Apparatus exhibited. Without enumerating 


*Among those of France were Henri I., Henri II., Henri III., Henri IV., Sully, Rlche1ieu, 
Butron, Cuvier, Napoleon I., Napoleon III., Voltaire, Robespierre, Laeonðaire, and Eugenle. 
In addition, we had the following from our Collection on exhibition at Philadelphia, arranged 
and ca.talogued under the head of historical "Ethnography:" L'Hoplta], Diderot. Rousseau. 
D'Alembert, Descartes, Montaigne. Moliere, Bossuet. Boileau, Racine, Chateaubriand, Dupin, 
Beaumarchals, Sainte Pierre, DellIle, Lavoisier, .Jacquard, Nodier, Lallemand, De Balzac, 
Parê, Malherbe, Etienne, Lebrun, Greuze, Malesherbes, L' Abbê de L'Epee, and Lamartine. 
Further, we had in the same Museum which M. Buiss.on visited, a very extensive collection 
of casts of medals of all the French Kings and most of the distinguished men of France, 
bes'ides small busts of Sully, BerangeT, Beauharnois. FonteneUe, La Bruyere, Rabelals, Co\"- 
nellIe, l\lesdames de Stael, de Pompadour, Roland, G. Sand, La Fontaine, as weIl as statu- 
ettes of Claude, Poussin, and .J. Paul, and a statue of .Joan of Arc. 
. 
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the articles, I may simply state that it is doubtful if one could find anywhere on sale a 
piece of School Apparatus for any grade of School, from the Kindergarten to the College, 
that was not in the Ontario Exhibit. This Province also exhibited a limited amount of 
School Work, including some excellent free-hand Drawing, Map Drawing and Penman- 
ship. She also showed us about fifty Photographs of their finest graded and high School 
Buildings. They are all good, substantial structures. 


The Hon()urable J. P. \Vickersham:- State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, and Editor ()f the Pennsylvarua School J ournal
 says:- 


England has contributed very little to the Educational Department of the Inter- 
national Exposition. This neglect is somewhat compensated for by the fine display 
made by her vigorous Daughter, the Province of Ontario, Canada. This Province has 
for thirty years been making efforts to build up an efficient System of Public Education. 
At the head of the Department of Education has stood the Reverend Doctor Ryerson, 
well known in the United States, and distinguished alike as a scholar, a gentleman, and 
an enthusiastic worker in the cause of education. Ai?, a result of his wise administration, 
with the co-operation of the most intelligent citizens, Ontario has made such progress 
in her School affairs as to warrant her appearance at our Centennial Exposition to com" 
pete in respect to them "With us and with the world. 


:\Ir. R. H. Dana, in the New York Tribune, says:- 
Great Britain has made no representation of her Educational System. Our neigh- 
bours of Ontario, by the care and labour which they have given to this Department, show 
how much more important they hold this subject. . Tl1ere are in the main Build- 
ing several Models, ingeniously built, of the principal Colleges and Schools. There i3 
also a more complete display of the Apparatus of teaching than is to be found elsewhere, 
from Froebel's balls and primers to costly scientific Instruments, coloured casts and 
manikins for advanced classes in Physiology, dissected Steam Engines, and raised Maps 
for the use of the blind, etcetera. 


The New York School Journal and Edncational News says:- 
Our northern neighbours make up for the negligence of the Mother Country by 
sending a magnificent exhibit of their School System. It includes Models of School 
Buildings, Photographs of the Education Department-at Toronto, the Normal School at 
Ottawa, and other elegant School Buildings, and full Cases of Apparatus, from the count- 
ing frames of the Primary Department to the elegant Philosophical Apparatus of the 
High Schools and Oolleges. There is a fuller exhibit of Apparatus here than in any other 
department. On large frames suspended by side hinges is shown the work of the scholars, 
including first-r-ate Map Drawing and Penmanship, and Free-hand and Mechanical 
drawing from the S.chool of Practical Sdence at Toronto. The samples of School Furm- 
ture are noticeable, also the elegant Relief Maps and Object Lesson Cards. 


The Philadelphia Press says:- 
The articles exhibited in the Ontario Educational Court, and the taste dis- 
played in their arrangement, is quite noticeable. The Visitor's attention is attracted 
by a long ornamental wall covered with Maps and Charts of the most elaborate finish. 
The Maps and Charts displayed on it are manufactured in Toronto under the superin- 
tendence of the Department. For clearness, distinctness, and beauty of finish they are 
admirable. The Charts and Diagrams representing Botany, Zoology, and the various 
branches of Physics, etcetera, are most elaborate, and yet bought at such low prices 
under this admirable system that every School can afford to pur-chase them. 
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The School Apparatus illustrating Pneumatics, Hydlrostatics, Hydraulics and Elec- 
tricity, etcetera, is not surpassed in the Exhibition, and there is no doubt that the 
Ontario Educational Court has awakened many to the importance of the Canadian way 
()f management. . . . The Government of Ontario certainly acted a wise part in 
bringing their Educational System so prominently before the Centennial Visitors. 
Another handsome feature is well-executed Photographs and Models of School Buildings, 
together with a number of historical Charts, and Busts of celebrated men. There are 
also displayed Photographs and engravings of historkal events and the different epochs 
()f importance in Old World history-copies of the seals of the Norman Kings, the Plan- 
tagenets proper, the Houses of Lancaster and York; the Tudor, Stuart and Guelph 
period.s, embracing a full collection from the time of William the Conqueror to the reig'1 
of Queen Victoria; also a large glass case fitted up to illustrate .object Teaching. The 
importance of teaching the various branches of Natural History is realized only by 
f'xamining these beautiful specimens. 


The Philadelphia Herald says:- 


On the northern side of the Main Building there is an Exhibit which is well deser- 
ving of the closest scrutiny and the careful thought of every public-spirited citizen and 
Visitor. It embodies the workings of the Education Department of Ontario, and shows 
in a thorough manner the admirable system of training the young idea in vogue .. across 
the border." Eleven large glass Cases are situated in the hall, and space is provided 
for special features upon an extended wall. The Educational Court is represented by 
specimens of philosophical instruments, Maps, Charts, Diagrams, Text Books, which are 
kept in the Department for the purpoSie of supplying the Public and High Schools with 
material for the instruction of their Pupils. 
Over the principal Archway, or entrance, to this seotion is the British Royal Coat 
of Arms, handsomely embellished and the largest in the Building, and on either side of 
it is the Shield of the Dominion arms anÌl that of Ontario, while -beneath the latter is 
dil5played the Coat of Arms of the Education Department of the Government. All kinds 
of instruction for the conduct of School Meetings and the Regulations of Instruction 
Roome, prepared by Doctor Hodgins, t'he iDeputy rMinister of Education, are shown, and 
last of all, but perhaps most interesting, are samples of work done by Pupils of the 
Public Schools, consisting of pen and ink Sketches, Maps, Drawings and Writing, whicà 
indicate the value attached to the modes of instruction, if not a certain precocity upon 
the part of some of the children. Models and Photographs of School Buildings are pro- 
vided. 


The Philadelphia Press says:- 


The necessity of Object Teaching is now an acknowled,ged fact. It has been demon. 
strated that the future progress of our Country and the advancement of commerce are 
dependent upon the progress of science. We have carefully examined the various educa- 
tional exhibits, to ascertain what our educationists are doing in this respect, and are 
pleased to find that many of our States have adopted the Kindergarten system for very 
young children. The Country that exhibits the finest collection of Educational Appliances 
for this important branch of Education is Ontario. The Exhi-bits of the Canadian School- 
apparatus manufactured in Toronto, in the Ontario Education Department in the Main 
BUilding, have received the International Judges' award for their excellence and chea.p- 
ness. The system adopted by them to teach Natural History Is acknowledged to be 
superior to the old, dry methods by Books and Charts; instead thereof they teach from 
nature. For example, take Botany: They have Cabinets containing the raw and manufac- 
tured material, from which the child i8 graduallY brought to understand the nature and 
uses of the Plant examined. The models exhibited for teaching Philosophy and Anatomy 



OPIXIO.Y OF THE PRE
S OX OXTARIO EDUCATIOXAL EXHIBIT. 321 


are superb. More information can be gained of the true position and the formation of 
the organs of Circulation and REspiration, the necessity of cleanliness, the importance of 
attention to the Teeth, b:} studying these models than can be obtained from books. This 
S) stem of teaching Chemistry, too, is considered by experts to be very superior. The 
Laboratories for Teachers and Xormal School Students are marvels of cheapness. They 
contain all the chemicals and apparatus to perform the ordinary experiments with the 
metalloids as found in elementary books on chemistry. 


The American Publishers' Jr eekly says:- 


The Bookseller's eye is most likely to be attracted at first sight to the large Case 
containing Books in the Government display for the Education Department of Ontario. 


Le COliri"r des Etats-Utzis says:- 


The Canadian Exhibition has over the American one (to which it can only be cow- 
pared in the proportions of the two Countries) the advantage of a perfect order, of an 
intelligent and methodical classification that presents a sort of tabular synopsis of the 
resourCES of Canada in all branches of Xatural, or Industrial, production. One would 
say it was a book that one opens, where the matters are arranged chapter by chapter, 
follo\\ ing a logical chain that gOES from the simple to the composite in such a way that, 
having reached the end, the reader has his memory stored and his mind edified without 
effort as without confusion. Finally, and of this the Canadians have, above all, 
the right to bè proud, the section of Public Instruction deserves to be studied with par- 
ticular care, even by nations who pique themselves on possessing the best methods of 
teaching. 


The Christian Adz.ocate of Buffalo says:- 


The Education Department of Ontario, Canada, makes by far the most extensive 
display of School Apparatus at the Centennial of any Nation. Seven large sho\\ Cases 
in the 
Iain Building are filled with such articles as a selection of some hundred Volumes 
from the School Libraries, showing excellent taste; Zoological and Botanical coloured 
Charts, the objects on the latter greatly enlarged; Philosophical Apparatus of large size 
and elegant finish; Object-lesson Cards, the picture of the Animal or Plant being accom- 
panied "ith specimens of Cloth, Leather, etcetera, which the animals furnish; prepared 
specimens in Xatural Philosophy; models of various Educational Establishments in 
Bristol-board, coIoured; section models of Steam-engines; large Anatomical drawings 
and models; enlarged Geometrical Figures in cut glass; Wall )laps .. Constructed under 
the authority of the Education Department of Ontario"; relief Wall Maps; specimens 
of Furniture-in fact, everything that could be desired in the equipment of a first-class 
Educational Establishment. Great praise is due to our neighbours over the northern 
border for this extensive and costly exhibition, and for the zeal In a great cause which 
it indicates. 


The 'Yilmington Republican, Delaware, says:- 


No one visiting the Exhibition can fail to notice the magnificent display made by 
the Dominion of Canada. Its Educational Department especially is very attractive, 
showing conclusively that its Schools are of a high order. Where so much attention is 
given to Education, the Dominion must eventually take high rank in the scale of 
Nations. 


IV.-22 
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COMMENTS OF THE CANADIAN PRESS OX THE ONTARIO EXHIBIT AT THE 
UENTENNIAL EXHIBITION. 


The Toronto Globe says:- 


Meritorious as the Pennsylvania display is, it falls .far short of our own in some 
respects. The exhi,bition of Apparatus of every kil1d from Ontario is far ahead of any 
Exhibit from any other Country, and will almost equal the whole of them together. . . . 
The principal part of the display in the Canadian Department is made by Ontario, the 
other Provinces doing very little. The chief feature of the Quebec portion is a collection 
or models of Educational Institutions on a very small slcale, each being surrounded 
by grounds ornamented with trees like the originals. A characteristic feature 
in all the exhibits in the Exhibition is the multitude of models intended to 
illustrate the various kinds of School House Architecture and Furniture now 
in vogue. One of the best is to be f..ound in the Ontario collection; it is 
a model of a typical Collegiate Institute. The great majority of the articlea 
on exhibition, including Maps and Apparatus, were made in Toronto. The wall 
is hung on the right with raised Maps illustrative of Physical Geog,raphy, and on the 
left with ordinary School-room Maps. On one side of the main arch way a space has been 
set apart for specimens of Pupils' work, for a collection of Seals of the English Sovereignr;, 
f.rom William the Conqueror to Victoria, and for Philosophical Apparatus; and on the 
other side for articles exhibited in connection with the Institute for the Blind, and 
additional Apparatus. Near the archway is a revolving StaIld containing the PhotJ- 
graphs of School-houses throughout the Province, and another with pictures of Colleges., 
Universities, and other Public Buildings devoted to Educational purposes. In front of 
the Wan there are a number of glass Cases filled with articles fOIl' exhibition, including 
a selection of Li,brary and Prize Books; Apparatus illustrative of Electricity, Thermo- 
electricity, Galvanism, Light, Heat, Steam, Pneumatics, Hyd,rostatics, and Hydraulics; 
Astronomical instruments; a series of models for Object Lessons in Botany, Zoology. 
Mineralogy, Crystallography, etcetera; educational Reports, Drawing 
'lodels, Geomet- 
rical instruments, and Chemical apparatus. 'The work of arrangement has been per- 
formed in a skilful manner by Dr. May, and the Ontario Education Court as a whole, as 
well as in its details, may fairly be regarded as one of the most interesting displays in 
the whole Building. The amount of attention it receives f,rom the general concourse 
of people who are travelling up and down the aisles, as well as from those interested 
in Education on this side, is the best proof of its merits. 


The TOflOnto 1r! ail Corl'e.spomdent says:- 


Pennsylvania takes great pride in its Schools, and the exhibition of Models, Maps. 
etcetera, is most creritable, as are those from the other States. I am ha-ppy to say. 
however, that the Canadian Exhibit in the Educational way takes the shine out of them 
all. 
In walking down the centre Transept. when you come to a certain point, the atten- 
tion is attracted by nothing so much as by the top of an immense wall of ornamental 
design, surmounted by a handsome Cornice, and pierced by three openings, or arches. 
Over the centre arch is the Englh;h Coat of Arms, of large size-gilt-the smaller onC's 
being crowned by an emblematic lamp of learning. This wall, Or a,rch, has on the middle 
inscribed "Education Department, Ontario," beneath the Departmental Coat of Arms. 
On the left are the Dominion Arms, and on the right those of Ontario, while at each 
extremity are busts of the Queen and the late Prince Albert. The idea of building this 
arch was a happy one, and is due to Doctor 
lay. It givf's the means of exhibiting an 
immense quantity of educational appliances. It is completely covered with plain an::} 
raised Maps made in Toronto, specimens and illustrations of Botany, Object Lessons and 

atural History, Drawing and Writing copies, specimens and illustrations of the Phy- 
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sical Sciences, Zoology, Astronomy, manufactu-re and natural productions, Maps and 
specimens of Writing and Drawing executed by Pupils, the surface being multiplied 
immensely by hinged frames, screens and other contrivances. 
In the front are nine lar
e glass CasEs, probably each 500 feet square, surmountp.d 
by Busts and Globes, one of which is thirty inches in diameter, made in Toronto. These 
Cases are full of Scientific Apparatus of the latest and most varied character, a deserip- 
tion of which would in itself fill a large volume, and for single specimens of the greater 
part of which we search in vain throughout the Building. In one are Library and Prize 
Books for the education of Teachers, Text Books for Public and High Schools, also a 
Case devoted to the educational appliances for teaching the Deaf and Blind; another for 
Object Teaching, embracing Ethnology, the various classes of Zoology. Botany. Millf
r- 
alogy. Geology, and Grystallography; another for the Kindergarten System; others for 
Optics, Astronomy, Electricity in all its various branches, Chemistry, Magnetism. Gal- 
vanism, Anatomical .Models, PnuemaUcs, Mechanics. Hydraulics. Meteorolgy. Acoustics, 
etcetera. There are also Stands on which are :\'lodels, made to scale. of various Public 
and Collegiate School Buildings in Ontario; large working models of Stationary and 
Locomotive engines; School Furniture. comprising Desks. Seats, etcetera. There ar
 
rotary Stands seven feet high. each having twenty or thirty hinged Frames. for showing 
large-sized Photographs and Drawings of School Buildings in Ontario. Not less than 
ten thousand objects were exposed and rendered easy to examine. This department of 
the Canadian portion of the Exhibition has been arranged by, and is under the super- 
intendence of, Doctor S. p, ilay, of the Education Department, Toronto. 


rrhe lJlail correspona.ent at the Exhibition further writes:- 
Sir Charles Reid visited the Education Department. and showed the greatest intere,;;t. 
He remained for two hours. He said after his visit two years ago he expected a good 
educational Exhibit from Ontario, but that the exhibit transcended .all his expectations; 
and he took particulars of several articles to order for London Schools. So impressed 
was one of the judges in the section of Instruments of Precision and Research with 
some of those in the Education Department that he wished to have them made a special 
exhibit. 
l\lr. Whiting, an English correspondent at Philadelphia, and a writer of consider- 
able repute, thus expressed himself with regard to the .Canadian Department. in co!!- 
versation with the Mairs special:-" Canada astonished me. She makes a great show, 
In every department she is represented, and well represented, and in the machinery" 
I w 
--.be it remembered Mr. Whiting was educated as an engineer-" her display is perfectly 
wonderful. Her School Exhibit is not only better than that from any State of this 
Country, but it is the only thing which redeems the British School Exhibit; and I have 
written this home." 


The Jow'nal d'Instruction Publique for the Province of Quebec, says:- 
In the Canadian department the Educational Exposition of the Province of Ontario, 
which is not excelled by any other of the same kind, sums up and represents to the ey
 
of the stranger the best part of our System from Vancouver to the Island of PrinC'e 
Edward; but no one should thence conclude from this exposition of one section of the 
Country that the other Provinces, Kova Scotia, Xew Brunswick, and, above all. Quebec. 
could not make. if they should undertake the work in earnest, an equally interesting 
educationa) exposition. The Government at Toronto has put a large sum at the disposal 
of the_ Bureau of Public Instruction; that explains all. 
We will now show what we would have been able to do had we taken the matter 
up in earnest. All those who are concerned in the work of Education in this Province 
well know that our Colleges, our Convents, and our Academies can furnish a collection 
of Books ånd Apparatus that is not excelled by any like institutions abroad. Thð 
material of our Primary Schools might, perhaps, suffer by comparison; but as a whole 
even this comparison would not be unfavourable to us. 
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L' I nstruclion Publique au Canada on the Ontario School Exhibit, by the Hon- 
ourable P. J. O. Chauvæu, LL.D.:- 


Le nouveau Ministre et son Député ont préparé une représentation tres-complete de 
leur départment à l'Exposition de Philadelphie. 
Nous avons sous les yeux Ie catalogue des envois du Départment, qui peut donner 
unE' excellente idée de matêr.iel d'écoles en usage dlans cette Province, ainsi que du musée 
d'education dont nous avons déjà parlé. Les plans de 'Illaisons d'école, au point de vue de 
l'hygiène, et les appareils de gymnastique ont exdté l'intérêt des visiteurs. A 
e 
catalogue Est joint une petite brochure qui expose très-succinctement Ie système d'instruc- 
tion publique, les statistiques, et tous les rensignements sur les institutions d'éducation 
supérieure, les école speciales, etcetera.-Page 43. 


EDUCATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION.. JUJJY.. 1876. 


'\Vïth a view to concer.ted action, and as a preliminary proceeding, it was con- 
E>idered d-es,irable to hold a Meeting of the Educational Representatives of the vari- 
ous Countries, which Dad Exhibits at the Centennial. 
This Meeting was convened by.the Unirted States' Commissioner of Education, 
who repreS'ented the United States Government, and W8JS the Chief Executive 
Officer of that Branch of the United States Centennial Exhibition. 
The Honouf.8!ble John Eaton, having taken the Chair of the Conference on 
the day appointed, he called on the Reverend Doctor Laws of the University of 
1tIisSiouri, Ito open the Meeting with Prayer. 
CommiSisioner Eaton read the names of the Gentlemen nomlÍnated by the Com- 
mittee on organization to act a,s Officers. Among the Vice-Presidents was Doctor 
Hodg,ins of Ontario. 
Commissioner Eaton ooid :that, in the absence of the President, Sir Edmund 
Barry, he would request Doctor Phelps, President of the National Education Asso- 
ciation, to take the Chair. 


Doctor Phelps then took the Chair, and said that he wished to congratulate the Con- 
ference upon the assembling in this spot of the first International Educational Congress 
ever convened in this Country. That its deliberations would be fraught with the deepest 
interest to us as American Educators, and also prove of great benefit to our foreign 
co-labourers as well as ourselves, he had not the slightest doubt. He said he would call 
upon Honourable John Eaton, Commissioner of Education, to state the purpose of the 
Conference. 


Commissioner Eaton said that the Educators in the United States have been anxious, 
since the prospect of this Exhibition was before them, that Education should receive a 
new impulse; and, while they desired an exhibition as perfect as possible from our own 
and from foreign Countries, they also desired that the Educators gathered here should 
have opportunities for free conference, and that out of these conferences should 
grow results in the way of papers, discussions, collections and suggestions . . . 


The first topic which occupied the attention of the Conference was the .. Courses 
of Study, from the Primary School up to the University." ,It was introduced by Doctor 
W. T. Harris, then of St. Louis, who read an elaborately prepared Paper on the subject 
by a Committee which had been appointed to consider the subject. 
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The President then introduced Doctor Philip da Motta, of the Educational Depart- 
ment of the Empire of Brazil, who gave an interesting account of the Schools in tholt 
Empire. 
At the evening Session the Chairman called upon Doctor J. George Hodgins, Deputy 
Minister of Education, Ontario, Canada, to open the discussion. 


Doctor Hodgins took occasion, in the first place, to express his gratification at the 
preparation of the able paper by Doctor Harris. He thought it would aid in the settl
- 
ment of disputed points in regard to this very question of .. courses of study" in the 
various Schools. .. In OUr experience," he said, .. of these matters in Ontario we have 
had more or less difficulty in endeavouring to settle some of those questions with which 
this Paper so ably deals. One great obstacle in the settlement of the questions raised 
in this Paper still remains with us, and is very hard to overcome. I refer to the over- 
lapping of Studies in our Schools. . We have given a great deal of attention to 
the elaboration of the Course of Studies in the Primary or Elementary Schools of our 
Country. Within the last twenty years we have also given a large share of our attention 
to the subjects and mode of instruction in the High Schools and Collegiate Institutes 
formerly called Grammar Schools, i.e., the class of Schools which prepare Students for 
the University. 
"In the first period of the history of our High Schools they were almost wholly 
supported by legislative aid, and subsequently by the proceeds of Lands set apart for 
that purpose by George IlL, to whom we are indebted for the munificent grants of half 
a million of acres of Lands in the Province which, at the present moment, sustain the 
University and High Schools of our Country. I suppose be felt tenderly to his 
new -Colony, which was founded by the refugee Royalists, or 'United Empire Loyalists,' 
as we call them, persons who followed the 'Red-cross Flag' and left this Country at 
the close of the Revolutionary War and settled in that Country. In 1854 one 
million acres of Land were set apart by the Legislature, in Upper and Lower Canada, 
for the establishment and maintenance of Primary Schools in these Provinces. These 
lands are under the control of the Crown Lands Department, while the course of instruc- 
tion in each class of Schools is prescribed by the Education Department, under the 
authority of a Minister of Education. 
In reply to a question, Doctor Hodgins stated that the school age in his Country is 
from five to sixteen years. 
He was also asked to state the difficulty experienced in the Province of Ontario in 
regard to the overlapping of Studies, which he did, and added that as a rule Persons 
are not disposed to leave their children in the Primary School long enough to finish the 
Course, but are anxious to get them into the higher grade of Schools before they are, in 
many cases, fit for it. 
The Chairman stated that the topic for the evening session would be II The Teacher 
in different Countries, his Preparation, Status, Salary, and Tenure of Office"; and called 
upon Doctor J. G. Hodgins, of Ontari.o, Canada, to open the discussion. 
Doctor Hodgins said there are two subjects to which the Department of Education 
in Ontario has given special attention during the last few years, both of which affect 
the Teacher. The first is the condition and character of the School-house and its 
Accommodations, and the second is the Teacher himself. In both of these respects very 
great improvement has taken place within the last five years, especially in the condition 
and status of the Teacher. 
All the Answers received from the Candidates for First Class Certificates are sent up 
to the Education Department at Toronto, and are there examined by a Central Board 
appointed by the Government. On the favourable result of that examination the Candi- 
date recei ves either a First or Second Class Certificate. 
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NOTE. Further information in regard to the Ontario Systtem cf Education 
w.as given by Doctor Hodgson. He also explained the Pension System of Teachers. 
Other Foreign Hepresentatives having addressed the Meeting the Conference 
adjourned. 
On reassembling next d'ay, the Chairman s.tated that a de-sire was expressed 
that the subject of "the Teacher,-his status, Salary and tenure of office," might be 
resumed this morning, and he would, therefore, call first upon Doctor Hodgins, of 
Ontario, Canada. 
Doctor Hodgins said that he desired to express to the Representatives of the several 
United States at this Convention, not only for himself, but in behalf of other foreign 
Educators present, their grateful thanks for the great courtesy which had been shown 
tc them by the American Educationists gathered at this Exhibition. Our 
Normal School .system of Education was consid-er.ed to Ibe an imjportant 
adjunct to our general system, and in 1847 the Leg.is,lature made a very liberal 
Grant for the 'establishment of the Normal School in Upper Canada. It has been in very 
successful operation since that time. I shall tell you why it has been so successful; 
it was felt that no person should leave the Normal .school, with its authority to teach. 
unless he was well equipped for the performance of the duty for which that training was. 
required of him; and that no person was allowed to leave the Institution with a Cer- 
tificate, testifying to his qualifications as a Teacher, until those qualifications had been 
tested in a satisfactory manner in a Model 8chool of Practice. The main cause of the 
success of the Normal School was that no person was allowed to go out from its Hchool 
of Practice unless he had proved himself by an actual experiment that his qualifications. 
for Teaching had been well Tested. 


NXCURSION OF INSI'ECTORS.. TEACHERS AND FRIENDS OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO 
TO THE PHILADELPHIA EXHIBITION. 


In addiltion to the many thousands of Oanadians who visited the Centennial 
Exhibition at Philadelphia, it was thought deærable that School Inspectors and 
Teachers of the Province spend .a week there, in order to study the Exhibition 
as a whole, and those details of it which might be óf special interest. The l\lini,ster- 
of Education, therefore, endorsed it, so that-- 


(1) They would be able to inspect the Educational 'appliances, Apparatus, School 
Furniture, etcetera, of the various Nations of the world, as represented at the Exhibi- 
tion." 
(2) They could, in addition, 'examine and compare with our own the results of 
Public School teaching in the different parts of the United States, as they are exhibited 
by means of the Answers to Examination Papers written by the Pupils, and also speci- 
mens of Drawing, Writing, etcetera. They could also familiarize themselves with the 
processes by which these results have been obtained. 
(3) They would thus have the opportunity of visiting the Public Schools of Philadel- 
phia while in session, and witnessing the modes of grading, disciplining and teaching- 
adopted in them. 
(4) They would also have the privilege of attending the meetings of the National 
Institute for Teachers, and of there meeting and ex-changing views with the educational 
Representatives from different parts of the world. 
(5) The whole Exhibition, containing, as it does, specimens of the chief natural 
and manufactured productions of the world, and showing the highest results yet obtained 
in many departments of science and art, would form a grand Object Lesson, the effect.s 
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of which in developing the minds of Teachers, and through them those of their Pupils, 
it is impossible to Estimate. It would give them a vast amount of practical knowledge, 
which would greatly aid them in teaching many subjects, especially Commerchl 
Geography and Natural History. 


NOTE. The recommendation 'Of the :\IiIl'Îster having been approved, the Ex- 
cursion took place on the 18th 'Of September, under the direction of Doctor 
lay. 
On the arrival of the excursion in Philadelphia an elaborrute programme was pre- 
pared which was designed to give the Ontario party the amplest oppol'ltunity of 
seeing everytlJing that would interest them and contribute to their kn'Owledge of 
the details of the School Systems of the various Countries of the World as repre- 
sented at the Exhibirtllon. 


AWARD OF A GOLD :l\lEDAL Fon THE EXCELLENCE OF THE ONTARIO EDUCATIONAL 
EXHIBIT AT THE CEKTENNIAL EXHIRITION.. PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


The undersigned, having ex'amined the Exhibit herein described, respectfully recom- 
mends the same to the United States Centennial Commission, for a very extensive and 
attractive Collection, illustrative of the growth and extent of the Educational System 
of Ontario, including a great variety of Apparatus, Maps, Charts, l\1odels of School-houses, 
Photographs of School Buildings, and Reports. 


C. JUHLIX DANNFELT, Judge. 
Award Approved: J. A. JOHNSON, E. OLDEN"DORFF, T. E. SICKLES, T. 'W. TALLMADGE, 
Group Judges. 


AWARD OF A GOLD MlmAL BY THE BRITISH JUDGES. 


The third A ward was that of a Gold Medal, which was made by a: Committee of 
British Judges, appointed by the Ontario Commission to examine and report upon the 
various Canadian collections. 


EDUCATION DEPARTl\m
T AND THE .TAPA1\ESE COl\n.nSSION. 


In addition to these satisfactory official t('stimonies as to the great excellence 
and practical yalue of the Ontario Educational Exhilbit, it was gratifying to know 
that in acknowledgemenlt of "m/any courtesies receiyed by the Vice-:M:jnister
f 
Education, Empire of Japan, and the J apanese CommiiS
ioners, from the Officers 
of the Education Department of Ontario," the Commissioners have preseruted to 
the :Museum 'Of the Education Department a very handsome "pair 'Of bronze Flower 
Yases, valued at $480, American currency." 
The H{)fiiourable Fugimaro Tanaka, Vice-Minister of Edu.catilon, also pre- 
Eented the Department with an interesting collection of Object Lessons and School 
rrext Books. 
A large 
xchange of School 1faterial on exhibiti'On at Philadelphia was 
elfected between the Educrution Departments of Ontario and Japan. The Imperial 
:l\Iuseum of .T apan and the Government Commissioners from Victoria and New 
South '\Vales also purchased a large variety of objects of i.nterest from the Ontario 
collection. 
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THE ONTARIO EDUCATIOX.\L CO
DII
SI05EH.S DETAILED REPORTS TO THE l\IrNISTER 
OF EDUCATION ON THE VARIOUS 
ATIONAL E
HIBITS AT THE PHILADELPHIA 
EXHIBITION OF 1876. 


"Yhile acting as the Ontario Educational Commissioner .wt Philadelph
,a, to 
which I was :1ppointed iln 1876, I W8IS instructed by the l\iinister of Education to 
report from time to time on the various National Educational Exhibi,ts ot the 
Centenni131 Exhibition. I, therefore, in my visits to them, took full and special 
notes, so as to report the results of my observations to the :Uinilster. I also had a 
desire to contrast each of these EX1hibits with the Ontario one which I had selected
 
and whitch had been &ent to the Exhibition from this Province, and to note the 
difference, so that we might profit by the experience which would be thus ga
ned 
by such a ,oompari,son. 
The result of this speoial inquiry and observation I reported to the Minister 
of Education, with a view to finally embody it in a fuller Report to him on the 
subject, together with the opinions of the more noted Educationists of Philadelphia 
on the character and results of the Exhibition itself. 


EDUCATIONAL LESSOXS TO BE DERIVED }<'ROl\f THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION. 


In my reports to the Minister of Educa,tion, I have sought to bring out
 
grouped together, as many striking facts as po.'3sible, connected ,dth the condition 
and progress of Eduoation in the various Countries represented at the Centennial. 
J have endeavoured to illustrate them by an account of the Educational Exhibits 
the.mselves, or by a brief reference to the educational progress of the various 
Countries which I have given, or by both togJther. The perusal of th
ls informa- 
tion, and 'a knowledge 'of the facts thelIllSelves will, I have no doubt, suggest to the 
thoughtful Reader many valuable lessons applicable to our educrutional condition. 
I have alBO ventured to poimt out some of these lessons to be cle}'lived from the facts 
narrated so far as lQur çlQuntry is concerned. But I have thought it desirable 
before doing 81Q to avail ourselves first of the calm judgment and practical wisdom 
of our neighhours in drawing similar lessons of wisdom and experience for them- 
selves from the -educational teachings of the Exhibition end ilbs more striki'ng 
features. Thi1S I felt to be the more desirable from the f.act that a gre8Jt similarity 
in many respects ex
sts in the educational condition of .our Country ani! that of 
some of the United States. \Vith this vifew, I have selected the remarks on this 
subject of three, or four, of the leading American Educationists, whose clear views 
and comprehensive grasp of mi,nd on the subject seemed to me to peculiarly fit 
them for this duty. Another advantage occurred to me which we might derive 
from a knowledge of the views of these gentlemen on thi,s í'ubject, and that was 
that they embraced a survey of European system a.nd methods from a Canadian 
llnd United States' standpoint. Further, that the educational contrasts which 
they instituted, and the defects which they pointed out in their own systems and 
methods, as compared with those of others, would convey to us a double lesson,. 
illustrated as it would be by them, from European and American examples and 
experience. 
\Vith a view, however, to impress these practilCal and important les,sons upon 
our people, I was requested to embody them in the form of a Popular Lecture, and 
deliver it in various Provincilal centres of population. 'rhis I did, and was greatly 
gratified to find that this popular mode of interesting our people iln the practical 
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lessons to be derived from the large and important display of Educational Exhibits 
at Philadelphia was much preferred to a more fonnal mode of presenting the same 
facts to the public. 


NOTE. After havimg been in Philadelphia as Education Commissioner for 
Ontario, and having seen that everythin
 relating to Our Exhibit there had been 
satisfactorily arranged, I returned to rr.oronto, and wrote the following Note to 
Doctor RYeI
on, who, after hiG retirement as Chief Superintendent of Education, 
had gone to England to pursue his studies for hi,s proposed Book on the United 
Empire Loyalists. In hi,s reply, he said:- 


I have this day received your most kind and gratifying Letter of the 3rd instant. 
I cannot sufficiently express my gratitude, with you, to our Heavenly Father for H;s 
abounding care and goodness in connedion with the Education Department, in not only 
prospering us in our work and in sustaining us against attacks, but in now causing us 
to be vindicated in our policy by men whom it was expected would condemn us, and undo 
all that we had done. 
It is also a singular and -a grateful fact that the Centennial Exhibition at Philadel- 
phia should afford us, at this juncture, (the year of my retiring from office), the best ot 
all possible opportunities to exhibit the !fruits, (at least in miniature), of our past 
policy and labours. To you, with myself, equally belongs the credit, as I am .sure the 
pleasure and gratitude of these signal displays of the Divine Goodness to us.. 
I experienced a great pleasure that I cannot express in my visit to your Uncle and 
Aunt in Dublin, and nothing ,could exceed their kindness. . . . 
I was ,at the Houses of Lords and Commons a part of one afternoon and evening 
with my Daughter, Mrs. Edward Harris. Sir Stafford Northcote, hearing that I wag 
there, came to me under the Speaker's Gallery, and conversed with me nearly half '1n 
hour. Other Members also spoke to me (about our School System). E-arl Grey recog- 
nized me in the Street and stopped and conversed with me. I go to the Wesleyan Con- 
ference at Nottingham shortly, to which I am accredited as Representative from Canad::i. 


LONDOX, July 17th, 1876. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


NOTE. Soon after the receipt of this Letter, I wrote to Doctor Ryel\S.On again 
the following Letter:- 


I have only just returned from the Philadelphia Exhibition after a six weeks' 
absence. I received your very welcome Letter of the 17th of July. The Exhibition i:iJ 
well worth a visit. Our portion of it looks right well, and all are proud of it. 
Things go on very quietly in the Office; some modificatio'lls will be made in the 
School Law, but of what nature I do not yet know. I saw the Reverend Doctor Ormis- 
ton in New York, and he told me how rejoiced he was at your pleasant retirement on 
full salary. He was very hearty indeed about the matter. So also was my uncle. 
Doctor 
lurray, whom I saw in Canandaigua lately. He and Doctor Ormiston sent their 
affectionate regards and kind wis:hes. Sip.cerely trusting that your health will be 
graciously preserved while you are away. 


TORONTO, 21st August, 1876. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


SPECIAL NOTE. After his retirement as Chief Superintendent of Education 
of Ontario, Doctor Ryerson received many very kind and complimentary personal 


*Doctor Ryerson here refers to the great success which has attended the setting- np of 
our Educational Exhibit and the very favourable opinion expressed in regard to it. as 
detailed in the records which he had received. 
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letters in regard to his long and most ISllccessful administration of the Education 
Department of Ontario. These I do not inser,t here. rrhe references in the Cana- 
dian Pres'S to Doctor Ryer,son's retirement can be seen in the Twenty-Seventh 
Yolume of the "Documentary Hi1story of Education in Upper Canada." 


GEKER.-\.L REPOHT OF THE OXTARIO ED('CATIOKAL CO::\Il\I1SSIONER TO THE 
IINISTER 
OF EDUC.\TIOX ON THE Y.\RIOUS KATIOXAL EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS AT THE 
CEXTEXXIAL EXHIBITIOX OF PHILADELrHL\. IN 1816. 


On my return from the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, the l\Iinister 
of Education thought .that, with a view to a permanent record of that Exhibition, 
and the satisfactory part whi,ch he felt that this Province h{ld taken in it, the 
yarions detailed Reports on the subjeot, which I had sent to him from time to 
time, should be condensed into a general and 50mew.hat elaborate Report, so as to 
give a connected view of the succe&3 of the E'X'hibition as a whole. T,he result was 
that I prepared a general Report, and it was printed in a volume of 306 pages in 
1871. and was illustrated with twenty full page pictures of various features of the 
Exhibition and its surroundings. * 
This Report was sent to the various State Superintendents of Education and 
pruminent Educationists in the United States. It was also sent to various periodi- 

als in the Lnited States and Canada. I haye selected .a few of the many refer- 
enC9S to the Report and its contents by Editors in both Countries. 


From the Korth American Review:-- 


The Province of Ontario, in Canada, has given us an example of energy in its educ'i- 
tional department which deserves the warmest commendation. Doctor Hodgins, the 
Deputy :l\1inister of Educ-ation, who represented the Province as Commissioner at the 
International Exhibition at Philadelphia, in his offi'cial capacity has furnished a most 
elaborate Report, not merely on the Ontario Exhibit, but on the Educational Features of 
the Exhibition generally, which is full of the most useful iUld valuable information 
The Report is addressed to the Honourable Adam Crooks, the indefatigable and able 
Minister of Education for Ontario, and that Gentleman has exercised a wise discretio'1 
in having it published for general circulation. As a work of reference on the present 
state of education throughout the world this Report is of great value outside of th
 
Province of whkh it especially treats. . It contains not merely an account of the present 
state of education in the more important Countries, but includes statistics illustratin
 
the condition of Countries which had no exhibit at Philadelphia. Altogether the reader 
is furnished with the educational data of nearly eighty Countries, and the details which 
Doctor Hodgins has collected in regard to some of them are full of novelty and interest. 
Twelve pages are devoted to a consideration of the past and present system of education 
In Japan, which offer a striking testimony to the progressive tendencies of that newly- 
opened Empire. The information in regard to the Systems of Ed-ucation now in opera- 
tion in Russia, Egypt, Chili and other little known Countries will doubtless be new to 
our readers, and will enable them to contrast the intellectual condition of races whose 
civilization is still only partially developed with those who are supposed to have reached 
the most advanced stage. It will be found that the percentage of those r
eiving educa- 


.80 pleased was the Minister of Education with the result of the compilation of thIs 
General Report that he proposed in the Estimates which he had prepared as Finance Min- 
Ister, that I should receive a grant of five hundred dollars for my services as Commissioner 
In preparing that Report. He showed me the item in his printed estimates of the year, 
but it was struck out of the Estimates by Mr Mowat, so that I never received it, or any 
compensation for my extra services In compiling that Report. 
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tion in some of these Countries is higher than the position usually conceded to them in 
the scale of civilization might have led us to expect. In addition to the comprehensive 
view of National Education contained in this Report, Doctor HOdgins has inserted some 
valuable Papers on special subjects, some of which deal with the educational policy 
pursued in various Ðuropean States, and concludes with a popular sketch of the whole 
Exhibition, in which the progressive position oc
upied by education as a "group," or 
.. section," at the various international Exhibitions which have been hitherto held is 
noted. Not the least valuable part of the Report is the summary of practi-cal lessons as 
applied to Canada, which Doctor Hodgins draws from the Educational Exhibits of other 
Countries. 


The Schoo7 Journal, Edited by the Honourable J. P. 'Vickersham, State 
Superintendent of Education for Pennsylvania:- 
The first formal Report on Education at the Centennial Exp,ositio'Il to come into 
our hands is that of the Province of Ontario, Canada. It has been prepared by the 
Deputy Minister of Public Education, J. George Hodgins, LL.D. The Report contains 
Three hundred and six pages, and includes a large number of engravings illustrative of 
the subjects presented. The wh()le is another evidence of the deep interest taken by our 
northern kinsmen and neighbours in the subject of education, ,and the intelligent direc- 
tion to whom the trust of its management among them is confided. 
The friends of popular education in the United States, and especially the friends of 
p,opular edu-cation in Pennsylvani'a, have not forgotten the fine Exhibit of her system 
and appliances of education made by Ontario at Philadelphia. In some respects it had 
no equal on the ground. Those who would expect from the-same hands that prepared 
this Exhibit a Report equally indicative of enlightened views and a progressive spirit. 
will not be disappointed. Our regret is that copies cannot be had in sufficient num'bers 
to place one in the hands of every School Officer and leading Teacher in this State. Much 
of it is as well calculated for usefulness here as in Ontario. 
The plan of the Report is comprehensive. It contains an account of the Ontario 
Exhibit and System of Education, together with accounts of the Exhibits and Systems 
of Education of the most important Countries in the world, with illustrative statistics 
of late date. These are accompanied with a series of valuable papers discussing educa- 
tion in its various features and from different standpoints, as represented at the Expo- 
sition. The Report, as a whole, is catholic in its spirit, discriminative and just. It 
claims for Ontario no credit that would not at once be accorded by all those who know 
what she did at Philadelphia, and how well she did it. 
PennsYlvania, at least, has no reason to complain of the position -she has made to 
occupy in this Report. In that part of the Report which treats of the "Educational 
Exhibits of various States and Countries," Doctor Hodgins states that he considers 
them in the order, as it appeared to him, "of the comparative merit of their respective 
educational Exhibits." At tlhe head of the list he places the State of Pennsylvania, and 
then follows, in the order named, Sweden, Russia. Switzerland, Belgium, Japan, United 
States Bureau of Education, France, the State of Massachusetts. the State of Ohio, the 
State of New Jersey, the Netherlands, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, :\'laine. 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Brazil, Korway. He adds: "The Educational 
Exhibit made by the State of Pennsylvania was by far the most extensive and system- 
atically arranged of all the School Exhibits at Philadelphia." This is according us high 
honour, but we fear that if Ontario appeared in the list we might be compelled to be 
content with ,a lower position. 


From The Canadian Magazine:- 
. . The elaborate and admirable Report of Doctor Hodgins commends itself to 
public attention. It professes to be a Special Report on the Ontario Exhibit, and in 
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that character it is a valuable record of the efforts of a British Province which, in the 
excellence and magnitude of its display in this regard, took the foremost rank among.:;t 
the nati.ons. The Report quotes the opinions of distinguished visitors and the press of 
the United States and the Dominion on the character of the Ontario Exhibit,-all of 
which bear undoubted and gratifying testimony to its excellence ,and 'Superiority. It is, 
however, not al{)ne as a record of our provincial success in this department that the 
Report is interesting. . .Doctor, Hodgins, under the unpretending title of a Special 
Report on the efforts of a British Provinec, has, with great l,abour and judgment, pre- 
pared a comprehensive digest of all the educati{)nal features ,and statistics connected 
with the International Exhibition. Each Country has its specialties -and excellencies 
specially described. It is in this view that we attach s.o much importance to this Report. 
It is an abstract of the educational history and condition of the world. Whatever was 
done by the States of the Republic, by Nations or by eminent Institutions to swell the 
magnitude and strengthen the educational value of the display has been preserved and 
presented with great clearness and beauty in the Report. But, in addition to this valu- 
able record of what has now passed away, Doctor Hodgins 'has added valuable extracts 
of the Educational Systems of the civilized world, including methods {)f organization, 
programmes of Studies, Regulations for the tr'aining and instruction of Teachers, and 
their qualifications and compensation, with such ample statistics and deduction on the 
merits of various Educational Systems which only a Writer of long experienc-e in this 
special field and great judgment could supply. When we state that not only is the most 
ample information on the Educational Systems of every part of this continent to be 
found in the Re,port; but that Doctor HOdgin'S has added equally full details of the edu. 
cational condition of all the States of Europe, of South America, of Australia, of China 
and of Japan, we are doing but slight justice to a work {)f solid and permanent value. 
The Report does not simply commend itself to the people of Onta,rio as an interesting 
record of their present educational standing, and of their ,admirable Exhibit at Phila- 
delphia, but it presents a mass of such valuable and rare information on educational 
legislation and results as cannot fail to make it a most necessary book of reference to 
aU who need factE and instruction in the important subjects on which it treats. 


RETlRE)fEXrr OF rrRE REYEREND DOCTOR RYERSON AS CHIEF 
SUPERIXTEXDE
T OF ED'GCATION FOR OST
\.RIO, 1876. 


CORRESPO
DENCE WITH A TTORNEY
GENERAL MOWAT BY THE CHIEF 
SUPERINTE
DENT OF EDUCATION, I
 REGARD TO HIS RETIRING 
ALLOWANCE. 


The Reverend Dodor Ryerson having decided to retire from being Chief 
Superintendent of Education, the following- correspondence took place between him 
and Attor
ey-General ßfowat. I have condensed the letters and omitted person- 
a]itie
. The wholf' corre
pondence is printed in the Documentary History of this 
year, page
 229-233. 


TIlE CHIEF S(TPEm
TEXDENT OF EDUCATION TO ATTORNEy-GE
ERATJ MOWAT. 


I observe by this morning's i'\ewspapers that, in the House of Assembly last night, 
a retiring allowance of full Ealary was voted to me for the year 1876, but that you stated 
that my retiring allowance for the future would be determined at the next Session of 
the Legislature. 
I must say with pain that I think this is not keeping faith with me on your part. 
You know that I told you last year that I could not pay my de'bts if my allowance were 
to be diminished. That I had expended all I .had received from the Country in various 
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contributions to objects of benevolence, not having furnished my house adequately in 
the estimation of my friends, and lived plainly, if not poorly, and that if I could not 
retire with undiminished means of support I must continue in office as long as I could 
work. I proposed one or two methods to you-either to retire with a full Salary, or with 
one year's Salary, for long services, and a yearly allowance equal to that of a retired 
J'udge. When we met on the first day of June you told me that you and your Colleague3 
had decided to recommend a retiring allowance of full Salary to me. On that I de- 
pended; and on the faith of that I have acted up to the present time. But to my sur- 
prise and regret I learn, by this morning's Newspapers, that you have recommended 
that allowance for this year only exposing me, in the meantime, as a target for 
the arrows of every hostile 'Vriter, in order to depreciate any future allowance to me as 
much as possible. 
I am sure you would not like to be placed in such a position, much less at my age, 
after what I have made and saved to the Country, and after what you had given me 
reason to expect. 
It is painful to me, and still more so to my 'Vi fe, to be rEduced to absolute uncer- 
tainty for the future, after I have relied upon your assurance, and deprived myself of a 

ertainty as to other means of support and labour. 
You are also aware, that although proposing to relinquish the charge of the Depart- 
ment, I have assured both you and Mr. Croo,ks that I would at all times be ready to aid 
the Government to the utmost of my power, and to render any educational service that 
might be desired of me. 


TORONTO, February 2nd, 1876. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


ATTORXEy-GEXERAL MOWAT TO THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OE EDUC
\TION. 


Having r'eceived your Letter while oc-cupied with the business of the Legislative 
Chamber yesterday. It 'has fined lII1e with -astonishment. and r de1ayed replying 
to it until to-day. 
Having a friendly feeling towards you, which a Letter like that before rue makes 
it difficult to prEserve, and being anxious as far as possible to meet your wishes a1l1 
'Secure the comfort of your remaining years, I always listened with attention and interest 
to your arguments on the subject; but I never imagined that from anything which passed 
you were going to infer, or assert, an "agreement" that you should have the pension 
of !l,OOO. One of your Letters, (of the 10th of December, 1872), only asks for !7,50; an1 
I have often spoken to you about the difficulty of your pension being a greater proportion 
of your Salary than a Judge's pension is of his .salary. Per-sonally, my feeling was not 
adverse to your having as high a pension as I should find our friends in the House 
willing to vote. 


TORONro, February 11th, 1876. 


OUVER MOWAT. 


TUE CHIEF SUPERI
TEXDENT OF EDUCATfON TO ATTOnXEy-GENERAL MOWAT. 


I need not say that I have read and pondered your Letter with surprise and regret,- 
'Surprise at its contents, and regret for its tone and spirit. I cannot but deeply regret 
to lose the friendship of any man, especially a man of your character and position; but 
I will not sacrifice what I believe to be both true and just to court the smiles, or retain 
the friendship, of any man. 
You use the word .. pension" three times in your Letter,-a word that I never used 
in conversation or Letter to you, nor in any previous Letter written by you to me. This 
.change of phraseology is significant, and seems in harmony with the change of feeling 
evinced in your Letter. 
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You deny that you ever said to me that you had consulted your Colleagues on the 
subject of my retiring allowance. Perhaps you are correct. Such was, and such is, my 
impression; Ibut I defer to your positive assertion. This, however, I can say, that you 
used the plural pronoun "We," which I could not suppose you used royally, to include 
only yourself, but that by "We" you included, according to my understanding your Col- 
leagues; and I could not suppose you would include them without having conferred wittl 
them. 
But your Letter imports that you meant "full Salary" for only one year. But did 
you make any sueh limitations in what you said to me? Did you use the words" onp, 
year" at all? You know that all my 'Communications with you on the subject, whether 
verbal or by Letter, related to future years, not to one year only, and related to myoid 
age, and not to one year of it; and when you said in relation to my proposal that you 
had decided to propose that I should retire on full Salary, no other construction could 
be fairly put upon your words, nor could I have rationally understood you otherwise than 
to mean, that my Salary, on retirement, should be the same as it had been 'before my 
retirement, and not for one year, but during the period of my retirement, as it hat} been 
during my period of office. 
In your Letter you profess to have entertained so friendly feelings towards me as 
to have been anxious, as far as possible, to meet my wishes and to secure the comfort 
f 
my remaining years. I do not question the sincerity of your profession; but your 
standatd of judging of the comfort of my remaining years and how to secure it seems 
extraordinary when you would continue to me means of support for one year, and then 
leave me to absolute uncertainty thereafter. 
I cannot -but observe that you increase your own Salary from $4,000 to 
$5,50.0, your Sessional Allowance from $600 to $800 a Sesssion-making in all $6,300 <t 
year, and still retaining your private law practice. But I trust I may be permitted, 
without unreasonable presumption, to think that my thirty-two years' labour and its 
fruits have been, and will be from year to year, of not less value to the Country than 
your short past and possible future services as a Party ,Leader, and may, therefore, be 
as much entitled to a continued allowance of $4,0'Û0 a year in my old age, as you are to 
$6,300 a year, irrespective of your private professional practice. 
On December the 7th, 1868, I tendered my resignation unconditionally, leaving my 
case to the consideration of 'the Legislature, in view of the nature and length of my past 
Public Services. Since then the Leader of the late Administration, (the Honourable J'. 
E'an(Hìeld Macdonald), and others have expressed their opinion that I ought to be allowed 
to retire without diminution of Salary; and I have been consulted as to the bringing of 
the matter under the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, but I have declined to 
consent to any steps 'being taken in the matter until both parties should be disposed 
to consult and agree as to what should be done, as I would not -consent to anything being 
done which should not be agreed upon by leading men of both parties in the Legislative 
Assembly. 
Then, after having stated my cir-cumstances and claims against me, I proceeded as 
follows: - 


I can show, beyond 
 doubt, that apart from my long work in the Depart- 
me.n t , I have caused a saving to the country of more than One hundred thousand dollars, 
and the diffusion of a large ,amount of useful literature, 'besides the commencement and 
development of certain branches of domestic manufacture, accompanied by an unprece- 
dented extension of the Book Trade. I do not desire to retire from my present post 
If 
duty to be released from work; but I wish to pursue work of another kind. 
Such were the conditions on which I proposed to retire from office in 1872; and suc.h 
are the conditions I have proposed to you, with the additional alternative, if you pre- 
ferred, of my retiring on fuIJ Salary, as the late Honourable J. Sand field Macdonald 
proposed, and as the Honourable M. C. Cameron cordially advocated in his Speech on 
the Education Department Bill, although he did not agree with my recommendation of . 
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that measure. After such a spontaneous expression of sentiment and feeling on the 
part of the Honourable Mr. Cameron, and so cordially responded to on the part of 
Members of the House, I did hope that you would have followed the example of the late 
Honoura'ble Robert Baldwin, in 1850, when, by previous understanding, a Member of 
bis Government moved the second reading of the School Bill, (the Charter of our School 
System), the Leader of the Opposition, (Sir Allan Macnab), seconded it, thus showing 
to the Parliament and the Country that in tbe great question of Education there was 
to be but one party,-all parties and all party feeling cemented into oneness. I had 
hoped that as such a feeling, and such an example, had inaugurated the great measure 
which commenced our present School System, something of the same kind might attend 
my retirement from the mission with which I was in 18&0 fully invested, and which, I 
believe, I have lulfilled in devising and developing our System of Public Instruction. . . . 
You say there was no .. agreement" between you and me. In a technical or purelY 
legal sense, it is true, there was no .. agreement"; but, to my own mind, there was as 
clear an understanding between you and fIDe, after what you said to me the first week 
in June, as I ever had with any gentleman in my life. I have regarded such 
an understanding among Christian and honourable men as binding as an agreement, 
signed and sealed, in the presence of witnesses. . . 
Sir, if I have used any word in my Letter offensive, or discourteous, I regret it, 
recall it, apologize for it. I wrote my Letter under painful feelings, caused by the 
uncertainty of my retiring allowance in the future. . . . 
You intimate that I am ungrateful; but, even at the expen.se of being charged with 
ingratitude, I cannot thank you for a favour when I think I have not received justice. 


TORONTO, February 15th, 1876. 


EGERTON RYERSO
. 


NOTE. As the Honourab]e Adam Crooks had been named as the new Minis- 
ter of Educ>ation, Doctor Ryerson \had many interviews with him in regard to his 
new duti-es. 


reHE CHIEF SUPERINTENDEKT OF EDUCATION TO THE SEf)RETARY OF THE PROVINCE. 


An Act having passed the Legislative Assembly, assented to yesterday by th
 
Lieutenant-Governor, placing the Education Department under the charge of a Minister 
of Education, with a seat in the Executive 'Council and in the Legislature, I hereby 
resign intõ the hands of His Honour my office of Chief Superintendent of Education, 
and will hand over to my Successor, at the early convenience of the Government, the 
Department of which I have had charge since September, 1844. 
I have earnestly recommended the measure by which my connection with the Educa- 
tion Department terminates, and, in accordance with my often expressed wishes, I retire, 
at the age of more than three score yeaTS and ten, from a work in which my mind and 
head and strength have been engaged for more than thirty years. 
Having myself suggested the name of my Successor, as well as the Measure by 
which he assumes my functions, I confidently believe that the administration of thð 
Echool ,System will not be less, but more, efficient than it has been, and that the School 
System itself will acquire greater stability and success under the administration of a 
responsible I\'Iinister of the Crown than it could have otherwise done. 


TORONTO, February 11th, 1876. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


NOTE. On the 15th of February, Doctor Ryer-soll met Mr. Crooks by appoint- 
ment at the Education Office, with a view to introduce him to the various Officers 
in the Department. _ 
On the 19th of February, 1876, there appeared in the official Ontario Gazette, 
the rollowing notice:- 
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His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has been pleased to make the following ap- 
pointment:- 
The Honourable Adam Crooks, a Member of the Executive Council of the Provin
e 
of Ontario and Treasurer thereof, to be Minister of Education in and for the Province of 
Ontario. 


NOTE. This notice having appeared in the official Gazette, on the 19th of 
February, Doctor Ryerson went to the Education Department on the Monday fol- 
lowing, to take a final leave of the Officials in the Department. It was indeed a 
memorable day for them. As he shook hands with ea.ch and bade them farewell,. 
he and they were deeply moved. He could not, however, brÌ'ng himself to utter a 
word to me at our official parting, 'but as soon as he reached home he wro,te me the 
following loving note:- 


171 VICTORIA STREET, TORONTO, 
Monday Evening, February 21st, 1876. 
My DEAR HODGINS,-I felt too deeply to-day, when parting with you in the Office. to 
be able to say a word. I was quite overcome with the thought of severing our official 
connection, which has existed between us for thirty-two years, during the whole of which 
time, without interruption, we have laboured as one mind and heart in two bodies, anct 
I believe with a single eye to promote the best interests of our Country, irrespective of 
religious sect or political party,-to devise, develop and mature a .System of Instruction 
which embraces and provides for every child in the land a good education; good Teachers 
to teach; good Inspectors to oversee the Schools; good Maps, Globes and Text Books; 
good Books to read; and every provision whereby Municipal Councils and Trustees can 
provide suitable accommodation, Teachers and facilities for imparting education an1 
knowledge to the rising 'generation of the land. 
While I devoted the year 1845 to visiting educating Countries and investigating 
their syste.m of instruction, in order to devise one for our Country, you devoted the same 
time in Dublin to mastering, under the special auspi-ces of the Board of Education there. 
the several different branches of their Education Office, in administering the System of 
National Education in Ir'eland, so that, in the details of our Education Offi-ce here. as 
well as in our general School System, we have been enabled to build up the mo.st exten- 
sive establishment in the Country, leaving nothing, as far as I know, to be devised in the 
completeness of its arrangements, and in the good character and efficiency of its Officers. 
Whatever credit, or satisfaction, may attach to the accomplishment of this work, I feel 
that you are e.ntitled to share equally with myself. Although I know that you have beep 
opposed to the change, yet could I have believed that I might have been of any service 
to you, or to others with whom I have laboured >so cordially, or that I could have- 
advanced the School ,System, I would not have voluntarily retired from office,. but all 
circumstances considered, and entering within a few days upon my 74th year, I have 
felt that t:his was the time for me to commit to other hands the reins of the government 
of the PubUc School System, and labour during the last hours of my day and life in a 
more retired sphere. 
But my heart is, and ever will be, with you in its sympathies a'nd prayers, and 
neither you nor yours will more truly rejoi.ce in your success and happiness than 
Your old life-long Friend and Fellow-labourer, 
EGERTON RYERSON. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS, Esq., LL.D. 


*ThIs remark evidently refers to the oft expressIon of my dissent from Doctor Ryerson's 
vIews In re.a;ard to the important change which he had proposed to the Government for 
the future administration of the Education Department. It was one of the very few sub- 
jects on which I had occasIon to differ from the views of my venera friend 
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To this touching Letter of official farewell, I replied as follows:- 


To the Reverend Egerton Ryerson, D.D., LL.D. 
Your kind and touching Letter of yesterday, (received this morning), has been like 
balm to my wounded -heart. I could not yesterday bid you even an official farewell, and 
I hope never to do so. Your whole official life is so intertwined in my thoughts, feelings 
and affection that I cannot even separate them from you, and I cannot bear the thought 
of doing so. It will always be the crowning joy of my life that, in the good providence 
of God, I have been permitted to be associated with you in the great work of your 
maturer life. The tribute which your generous nature has prompted you to pay me at 
this painful parting from you will long be cherished by me and my Boys with affectionate 
love and reverence for the Writer. They, indeed, this morning felt proud that I had 
received such a warm-hearted, loving Letter from you. 
r can say no more. My heart is too full. I above all shall ever miss you, daily, 
hourly and always. I -cannot realize that our work together is now forever ended in 
this Office, and that you will only come as a Visitor, but always a most welcome Visitor. 
When I look back, I reproach myself for many failures. I can only crave your forgive- 
ness for them. 
Mrs. Hodgins feels all the pai,n that I do at this parting from you. You were her 
first and ever true and loving Friend and father when she came to Canada, and she 
keenly feels the loss which I have sustained. 
We both and our Boys unite in earn.est prayer that the same ever loving, watchful 
Providence, which has so wonderfully sustained you hitherto in all your trials and 
conflicts, will long permit you to enjoy the ever comforting sunshine of His presence. 
And that, with Mrs. Ryerson, the closing years of your life may be peaceful and happy, 
until the time shall come when the final parting in this life shall take place,-to be 
succeeded by the joyful reunion in His presence, where there is fulness of joy, and <tt 
His right hand, where there are pleasures for evermore. 


TORONTO, February 22nd, 1876. 


J. GEORGE HODGINS. 


SE::\II-OFFICIAL PERSO
AL CORRESPO
DENCE OF THE REVEREXD 
DOCTOR RYERSO
, AFTER HIS RETIRE:
IENT 
FRO}I OFFICE IN 1876. 


Soon after the Reverend Doctor R.yerson Retired from Office he left Canada 
for England so a6 to obtain material there for his projected History of the United 
Empire Loyalists. He had requested me to write to him while there, S'Û as to keep 
him in touch with Canadian affairs. On referring in one of hi'S Letters to thæ 
length {)f time I had been his Assistant in the Education Office, he said:- 


Had we been enabled to work together, as in former years, we should bEve done 
great things for our Country, and I could have died in th
 harne'
'S with YOI1. But it 
wns not to be so. . . . I have no doubt it will be seen th
t the hanñ of God is in 
this, as it has been in all our work together for more than thirty years. 
Your ever affectionate friend, 


LONDON, December 12th, 1876. 


EGERTON RYERSON. 


NOTE. Haying, in 'One of my letters to Doctor Ryerson, stated that ::\Ir. Crooks 
úftcn expres
ed regret that, in some eases he had to deal with, he had not the e"'{- 
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perienced Chief Superintendent to. refer to, Docto.r Ryer.s.on wro.te a stro.ng Letter 
of encouragement lto the new l\linister. Mr. Croo.ks was greatly pleased to receive 
this Letter, and, in response, wrote to. Doctor Ryerson as fo.llo.ws:- 


I have to thank you very much for your kind Letter of the 16th ultimo, and for 
your expressions of sympathy and friendship. I was never before in my whole career 
so oppressed with weighty responsibility than when the duty was cast on me of endeav- 
ouring to fill the position of Minister of Education, and there have been times since when 
I felt that I would be unable to cope with the difficulties which seemed to surround me. 
The more experience I gained the more I understood how securely you had laid the 
foundation of our System, and built upon it from time to time until it preserved the 
essential characteristic of a natural one. I have spoken of your labours, as having 
resulted in our now being able with pride to point to our Public -Schools, managed and 
supported by the people in their several localities and ,free to all, as affording a satis. 
factory Elementary Education to every child in the Province, while in our High Schools 
we possess the means for Secondary Education beyond those in any of the States of the 
Union and even in Scotland. 
We were fortunate in understanding the different points and in having almost to our 
hand the means of making our educational Exhibit in Philadelphia a success. From the 
opening week of the Exhibition until its close there w,as but one opinion expressed by 
strangers and our own people, that we had best understood the idea, and pra,ctically 
carried it out, of an Educational Exhibition. Amongst the many, the Honourable the 
Premier of Quebec, and Lieutenant-Governor Tilley, of New Brunswick, expressed to 
me their gratification for what our Department had done for Canada. . . 
I have had all the financial operations of the Depository put into the shape of a 
Report since the examination of its affairs by Mr. Brown, the Accountant. The Members 
will readily understand from this how careful and advantageous to the Schools the 
Depository mangement has been. I have everything one can desire in Doctor Hodgins, 
Mr. Marling, Doctor May and the Officials of the D
artment, and I am sure nothing 
but the greatest cordiality will continue to prevail. .. In fact, you have conquered 
all the difficult questions in which Legislation is necessary. I intend, amongst other 
amendments, to facilitate the formation of Township School Trustee Boards, by leaving 
it to a majority of the School Sections both to .. form" the Board, or to .. return" to 
the Section System. The public sentiment is growing in favour of the views on thfs 
subject which I find in your Report were so ably urged by yourself. . 
Sincerely yours, 


TORONTO, December 11th, 1876. 


ADAM CROOKS. 


NOTE. In additio.n to a letter .of acknowledgement to Mr. Crooks, Doctor Ryer- 
son wrote to me the following Letter:- 


I yesterday, (Christmas Day), received from Mr. Crooks a Letter, containing every- 
thing that could gratify my feelings and fill me with humble gratitude to God for His 
goodness and the success of the pa'St, my work having passed through the crucible of 
the severe inquiry, and is pronounced good in every respect. 
In the course of his .Letter he says, .. I have everything one can de'Sire in DoctOT 
Hodgins, Mr. Marl1ng, Doctor May and the Officials of the Department." 
Wishing you all the richest blessings of the New Year, I remain, as ever, Yours most 
affectionately, 


TORONTO, 26th December, 1876. 


EGERTON R YERSOI' 



SPECIAL REPORT ON THE EDUCATIONAL DEPOSITORY.. 1850-1875. 339 


SPECIAL REPORT OF THE l\IINISTER OF EDUCATION TO THE LIEUTEN ANT-GOVEHNOH 
ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE DEPOSITORY BRANCH OF THE EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT OJ!' ONTARIO, FRO:M 1850 TO 1875, INCLUSIVE. 


NOTE. The Minister of Education having appoiThted Mr. James Brown, form- 
erly a Banker, and an experienced Accountant, to make a thorough investigation 
into the a.ccounts and management of the Educational Depository from 1850 to 
1875, Ur. Brown presented to the Minister a series of forty-two Statements, with 
appendices, covering the whole of the financial operations of the Depository for the 
years mentioned. 'rhese Statements the :f\Iinister emhodied in the following ex- 
tracts from the Report of the Lieutenant-Governor on the subject:- 


I beg to transmit for your information and that of the Legislative Assembly the 
accompanying Special Report on the Accounts and Business Operations of the Depository 
Branch of the Education Department, from the year 1850 to the yêar 1875, inclusive. 
The Financial Operations of the Depository during this period of twenty-six years 
comprise the following results, videlicet:- 


1. Total Legislative Grants expended by the Depository for 
Books, Maps, Apparatus, Freight, Salaries, and all other 
Expenses, of the Depository from 1850 to 1875, inclusive.. $811,523 72 
2. Total value of Books, Maps and Apparatus despatched from 
the Depository, from 1850 to 1875, inclusive ............. 803,067 86 


Difference ........................ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,455 86 


3. Net value of Stock in the Depository on the 1st of January, 
1876, at cost valuation .................................. $79,509 41 


4. Net profit therefore made by the Depository, after paying all 
of its Expenses, including Salaries and contingencies... . .. $70,053 55 


NOTE.-Thus showing that, after paying all the expenses of the Educational Deposi, 
tory, it netted, as a profit to the Province, the large sum of over $70,000. 


5. The value of Books, Maps, etcetera, despatched from the 
Depository during the year 1875 ............. .,. . . , . . . . . . . $6
,169 00 


On assuming charge of the Education Department in March, 1876, I deemeò it advis- 
able that a Person unconnected with the Department, conversant with Accounts and 
Business of this nature, should be employed to enquire into and investigate the Finan- 
cial Operations and Management of the Depository since its establishment in 1850. . . 
The Report, Schedule and Appendices will show that the working and Financial 
management of the Depository Branch of the Department have been satisfactorily con- 
ducted by the late Chief Superintendent and his Deputy, Doctor Hodgins, with whom, 
during this whole period, restpd the personal oversight of all its transactions. 


TORONTO, 12th December, 1876. 


ADAM CROOKS, Minister 01 Education. 
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:1IR. JAMES BROWN'S REPORT TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION ON THE EDUCA- 
TIOXAL DEPOSITORY. 


I have the honour to report that, in accordance with your instructions of the 22nd 
of March" now last past, I have undertaken ,an examination of the Accounts and Business 
Operations of the Depository Branch of the Education Department, with the view of 
furnishing you with full information on the various questions connected therewith. For 
this purpose I have examined all Books, Ac
ounts and Papers necessary for obtaining 
complete information, and my work has been aided by the willing co-operation of Doctor 
Hodgins, Mr. Marling and other Officers of the Department. I have thus been enabled 
to investigate with fa
ility a large amount of work, involving the operations of the 
Depository from its origin in 1850, through twenty-five ye,ars of constantly increasing 
business, down to the end of the yea-r 1875, and I am now enabled to ;present in the fol- 
lowing Statement the actual results of these operations. 
In conformity with your instructions I have confined my investigation of the years 
from 1850 to 1867, inclusive, to the general statistics of the Depository, as the details of 
those years have already been presented to a Special Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly during the Session of 1868-69, as will appear in their Report, dated the 1st 
day of February, 1869. My statements, numbers one and two, refer to the operations of 
this period. 
My examination for the subsequent period, beginning on the 1st day of January, 1868, 
and ending on the 31st day of December, 1875, involved a detailed and thorough enquiry 
year by year, and a comparison of the operations of each year with the Publi
 Accounts 
of the Province in the Treasury Department. . . . 
I can testify to the correctness of the Accounts, and the accurate system upon which 
they are kept. I was thus enabled to examine the intricate accounts during the period 
of seventeen years, and ascertain this result with the greatest ease. 
Statements with the even numbers of Fourteen to Twenty-eight show the 
urrent 
Cash Accounts of each year between the Education Department proper and the Depository 
Branch. . 
In considering these sta.tements, it will be understood that . . . Under the Regu- 
lations, every dollar received by the Department is considered as Publi
 Revenue, and 
deposited daily to the credit of the Treasury Department. . . . 


TORONTO, 12th December, 1876. 


JAMES BROWN. 
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